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PUBLISHING FUND.

A fund for the publication of Socialist literature has been
subscribed by a number of Locals at $10.00 each. O:ber

Locals are invited to subscribe in order that more literature may
be published. Below is a list of the pamphlets printed.

Locals subscribing to the Fund may obtain these pam-
phiets at the following rates:—Five-cent pamphlets at $1.00
per 100; ten-cent pamphlets at $6.00 per 100; “Value, Price
and Profit,” $2.00 per 100.

Price List of Literature

10¢ per copy
i5e per doz.

1

1
Socialism, Revolution and 1 10c¢ per copy
Internationalism } T5¢ per doz.

Manifesto of the &,

> &
v E.Ul\..‘. :

Value, Pri g s 1 3¢ per copy
rice and Profit I 30c per don

Slave of the Farm, 3¢ per copy; 25¢ doz
Socialism and Unionism, 3¢ copy; 25¢ doz
Struggle for Existence, 5¢ copy; Z5c doz.

State and Government, 5¢ copy; 25¢ doz

579 Homer-Richards Lane.
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THE HORIZON.

The social horizon may be said to be either rosy or red,
according to the point of view. At any rate it bears every
promise of storm. In Canada itself no loud complaint is to
be heard, and we may assume that causes for complaint are
not yet sufficient. The *‘cos: of living™ is high but does not
appear to be quite out of reach. Which merely signifies that
the country has not been properly *‘developed.” But it is no
great factor in the social structure at present. So “our pros-
penty,” while exceedingly comfortable for “‘us,” is no indica-
tion of the state of affairs generally. We have to go no fur-
ther than the United States to observe that.

For a long time we have been amused at the attempts of
vanious financial big-wigs (who surely ought to know) to
explain “the present curious financial situation.” We noted
that, whatever their explanations of the present, they were
generally optimistic regarding the immediate future. Things
were certain to pick up as soon as the Mexican situation, the
Moroccan situation, the political situation, the _Antl-Tmst
situation, the crop situation, the railroad situation, or the
weather situation cleared up a bit. This has been going on
for quite awhile, and still they come. More than that, our
hnancial friends are becoming quite alarmed._af:cordlng to the
Literary Digest's weekly gathering of their opinions:

“The downward tendency in Wall Street has been too
extensive, says one financial writer, to be h_ghgly disposed of
as mere ‘manipulation’ or a professional ‘rigging’ of the market.
The leading railway stocks have suffered losses of from $20 to
$35 a share, and every week, and sometimes every day, since
midsummer, have shown a shrinkage in value. The ra}xquads
are the arteries of trade, and when they give such plain signs
of distress, it is not strange that many observers argue that trade
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all over the country must be in a bad way. The war-scare
over Morocco and the financial panic in Germany are blamed
for last week’s decline, but the drop began long before these
events and the fundamental causes are thought by many to lie
deeper than a spell of fright over a war believed to be remote
or impossible. ¥ * * Many, too, consider the iron and
steel trade our basic industry and look at it as a sort of bus-
ness barometer, and recent reports from it have been the reverse
of encouraging. The Iron Age for September 14 presents a
picture of the trade that is anything but bright.

Not only has the stock market been on the down grade
all summer. says Moody's Magazine (Fin., New York, Sep-
tember), “but the significant part of the present situation is
that the market, even after this drop, does not give the shightest
signs of recovery.” In other words, it adds, “no one with
money to buy things apparently believes that the bottom has
been reached, or that the market is anywhere near the bottom.”
.Eaﬂy reports of ‘bumper’ crops have proved false, and the
shouters’ whe were predicting a rise two months ago are now

‘pointing unmistakably toward the worst cataclysm this coun-
try has ever seen.””

About the only grain of comfort Mr. Moody sees able to
extract from the situation seems to be that it is not quite 50
bad as that. Panics only come after a boom and “we” cer-
tainly have not had a boom. In fact, there has not been 2
recovery ..f“’m the last panic. It must be reassuring to know
that we” are not in a panic but are just scared.

_ This state of affairs is not confined to the States. “The
view in London,” says a cable dispatch to the New York
Journal of Commerce, “is very gloomy and discouraged. and

geguaﬂ% the world-wide declines as neither temporary nor
ckle.

This journal comes rather near the mark in opining that

““one cause for this is the universal revolt of labor against con

ditions responsible for high prices of food and raiment. and
these conditions show no signs of early betterment.”

Fo’r' our part, so far from seeing any signs of “early bet-
terment,” we see nothing but the reverse. Prices have been
rising at the rate of about |1 per cent. per annum and we
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know of no agency. human or divine, that can stop them rising:
at about that rate right along, let alone give us early better-
ment by sending them down again. For their rise is due to.
no human agency but merely to the automatic working out:
of the present system of production, general opinion to the-
contrary notwithstanding.

In Vienna a crowd of 300,000 workers nearly tore down-
the parliament buildings, threw up barricades and fought the
troops, trying to reduce prices. In France the house-wives
tried wrecking the stores. In Spain they are trying wrecking
the monarchy. In England they went after more wages to-
buy with. In Germany they are demonstrating.

All that looks pretty good to us. Even if the night nail
is not getting hit, there is quite a noise like hammering. But
it is no wonder that “the view in London is gloomy and dis-
couraged.” It would be even more so if it knew that the worst.
is yet to come and that it cannot be stopped coming.

“Rising prices” affect the capitalists as well as the work-
ers. Where a four, five, or seven per cent. interest or dividend:
would formerly maintain them in “the style to which they had
been accustomed,” it will do so no longer, so far as the smaller
stock-and-bondholders are concerned. They want more in-
terest and dividends or they do not care to i;lvest. So there is.
no possibility of paying more wages or o *“cutting pnces
(which they dﬁnkpﬂm?)?iontrol). else there would be less divi--
dend where more is necessary if the investor is to be attracted.
There is, therefore, no prospect of relief for the worker, were it
even economically possible. Consequently there is every pros-
pect of an intensification of his revolt against conditions. And.
blind and misdirected as his revolt will be, it can culminate in:
nothing but the overthrow of the capitalist system. Just as a
similar revolt, from a similar cause, culminated in the French
Revolution. We don't care how soon.
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THE CHIEF NEED.

“Agitate, Educate, Organize,” has been taken, either
: avowedly or tacitly, as the motto of the Socialists the world
~mver, Of agitation a great deal has been done, and of organ-
: ization much has, in some places, been done, and in most
- places been said. In companson with these two education has
‘been somewhat neglected. Yet, we become yearly more con-
- vinced education is of the three the most essential.
Inspired by our usual “good intentions to go ahead.”
; mnany schemes and plans of organization have been devised
: and inflicted upon a long-suffering working class. They have
- been more or less unsuccessful according as they were more of
 less natural outgrowths of the conditions of the time. The
 idea seems to have been to organize the workers somehow and
* to make the best use possible of the organization, regardless
. of the perfectly obvious fact that such could only be formed
--with the expressed purpose of obtaining what the bulk of the
- workers wanted. Which, with these uneducated, would in all
 likelhood be the moon or something equally obtainable.
Whereas on the other hand, it should be equally obvious that
> the workers have but to be educated and whatever orgamiza-
* tion is required will forthwith grow out of their education an
~heir necessity. With the usual irony of circumstance. lh“‘
- who pursue the former course consider themselves practical
- and of the present, and those who advocate the latter metho
- are regarded as having their eyes solely upon a more or less ais-
“tant future, while, in actual fact, it is precisely because W¢
“wealize our own lack of prophetic insight to forsee futurt
- .changes in circumstances and conditions that we are inclin
‘To favor present education and to let the future take care ©
Aself. The organization and tactics which to-day may se¢®
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the most efficient for the overthrow of capitalist rule, may, in-
no long time, prove to be utterly inadequate and antiquated.

But education, if correct, can be nullified by no change of cir- -
cumstance. Teach the workers that they are slaves, how they-
are enslaved, and by whom, and when enough of them are-

so educated, they will devise the ways and means to free -
themselves.

Hence. to educate our fellows is our prime need—after, .
of course, we have ourselves acquired some of that education.
And to our mind the most potent factor in the dissemination-
of our education is personal contact with the individual Social-
ist. His efforts can be advantageously seconded by meetings:-
and literature and backed up by an organization. And if we-
organize ourselves and use our organization solely for the -
advancement of educational endeavors, we shall inevitably
accomplish more permanent if less spectacular results than by -
attempting to organize those who neither approve nor under--
stand our aims.

The moral is, if we organize to educate, we will educate:
to organize.

i

K KoK

THT DOMINION ELECTIONS

So far as x&e have been able to ascertain, the Socialist:
votes on Septembe. ?1st are as follows: .

Victona ......... e aaeeaas . 152{
ANCOUVEr . . o0 o oo s eesesasese s
Yale-Cartboo . . .o vevvenrcnancocansncs | ;z
Calgary ..oovoiirenacnannnaeneees 7
MacLeod ....oovureenereancaneneesns 1,100

We have received no information as to the result in the:
other districts where the candidates were run.
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THE ELECTIONS.

From the Socialist viewpoint the result, on the Coast at
any rate, is said to be disappointing. Presumably it is to
“those who can still be disappointed at the vagaries of the voter.

What strikes us most forcibly is that the result is most peculiar.

Our growth here is, if not record breaking, at least so
-obvious as to be absolutely undeniable. Despite a loss in
“membership owing to the organization of Local South Van-
-couver, the business meetings of Local Vancouver No. | are

bigger than its propaganda meetings used to be. The propa-
- ganda meetings have grown to the extent that the second lars-
~est theatre in town is required te accommodate them on Sun-
+day evenings the year round, and the literature sales have
‘increased correspondingly. So clear are the indications of

growth that, previous to the elections, the enthusiastic were
~expecting to save the deposit, while even the most skeptical
“were fain to concede us two thousand votes. And we mus-
“tered little over one thousand! In Victoria the case is parallel
~on a smaller scale, with less than three hundred votes. Of
« course, everyone has propounded an explanation in conformity
“to his own particular hobby. But so far we have been unable
“to amve at anything approaching an intelligible solution of
’thxs ireconcilable paradox—that the movement here has mul-
“tiplied manifold, and the vote has decreased. )

As to the general results of the elections they certainly
“were unexpected and altogether uncalled for, so far as the
relative excellence of the two old parties goes or the cogency
-of their arguments. Even if the claims made for reciprocity
“were palpably absurd, the Tory position was so self-evidently
weak .that even they themselves expected at best to reduce
dhe Liberal majority sufficiently to force another election in

The Elections. 9

the near future. Had the ensuing landslide been foreseen or
even expected, we would have seen more prominent provincial
Conservatives in the field with Dominion portfolios in view.
The vulture instinct of the notorious Sifton alone has been
justified in deserting the Liberal Party and throwing in his lot
with the prospective victors.

As to what will be the most marked result of the elections,
to our thinking it will be that there will be 2 row of new faces .
at the pie counter, backed up by appetites whetted by ffteen -
years of famine in place of appetites developed by fifteen years -
of gorging. Apart from that there will be little difference than
if the Liberals had held their own. Of course, reciprocity has -
been averted. We have a hunch, however, that within a year -
a trade agreement or arrangement will be made with the States, .
suitably clothed in a Union Jack, no doubt, and in no way-
resembling reciprocity, except in substance and effect.

In the States the effect of the defeat of the late reciprocity
measure will be rather serious for Taft’s chances of re-election,
even if, before long he succeeds in bringing about another sim-
ilar arrangement. With it he had pretty well dished the-
Republican insurgents. Without it, they are beginning to show
signs of revival. However, we doubt not that, if it looks like-
a funeral, Taft is astute enough to let some one else officiate as.
corpse. ‘
In the Old Country the imperialist journals are chortling:
over the strength of the impenial tie, and no doubt the Tories
adeptitude at flag-waving had not a little to do with the result.
But we are of opinion that more voted to be let alone and be-
rid of the Liberals, and many for their bread and butter-
(according to their lights). While the excellence of the Tory
provincial machines in some provinces, and t:he heroic efforts.
of tgla‘triotic manufacturers in defence of their profits can be
credited with the balance. i

However it be, we are not allogellger ill-pleased. Next:
best to a Labor one, we love to see a Liberal funeral.
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IDEALISM.

“And this command I give you that ve love one another.”

_Yes, it sounds well. There is bs -
“4ainly, here held up that attracts the h:mi{nomc: ;:cc; \f;x;
-should it not attract at least passing notice? The slave, wage
-slave, chattel sla\g; frcle (f?) man, has always since his first
appearance upon this vale of tears and world of woe, struggled.
-hoped, fought, grasped at shadows and died, ever. :;gtigll he

<ould think no more, anticipati i
Srom the toil and strain of il © - e when e could e

That the prospect should not have turned out as it
app}e:ged it ought, viewed by us from the basis of material
E" tion, 15 1n no way surprising. Who, however, can blame

ose that were attracted thereto, or even today seek there for
a shelter from the mad storm of the economic struggle? An
v_mb‘!hf' certainly. A mental torpor or dream very
Suly- ﬂ,g? t’f.xe‘l‘kfht of modern knowledge, absurd undoublcdlyi
o tus question seriously: Do we expect any species 0
‘ :g:;na%) anthropoid or quadruped, stormed at and buffeted
| utut nglt knows not what, to calmly sit down and figure
° u]adpr lem which is to them what a proposition in Euclid
:“i’ look like to the average London street arab? The
“toleration accorded a lunatic would probably have been the
v‘%e;nephon given by the average slave who in years past has
— e(ai{tracted. to the cult of the Man of Peace had he been
- to a discourse on surplus value or economic determin-

Whether or no idealism as it is generally understood has

thad any function to perfom in the development of the mental

::!r tzteﬂectuﬁadllpgrt of our being, is not a question we will cor-
-sider very fully just now. Safe it is to say, however, that its

I Jeﬂlim. ]l‘.

function, if any, has not been very large even in this sphere,
and apparently the tendency of future generations will be %o
view it with decreasing interest as a factor in social evolutiom:
during the periods of economic competition and struggle.

The statement is often made today that idealism and the-
altruistic spirit are responsible for the increasing consideration
that we are supposed to be according each other. The ques-
tion at once anses as to whether we are as a whole treating
each other with more consideration or not. Also has the altru--
istic spirit any effect upon society worth considering? Today.-
we can look back over two thousand years upon socety sat- -
urated with and apparently accepting a teaching comprised
principally of condensed altruism and idealistic sentiment.
What effect has it had upon society? Were it possible tc -
survey humanity today from a strctly impartial viewpoint,
the scene must needs be sublimely ridiculous. A veneer of .
convention and loud pretense covering as sordid a system of”
exploitation and struggle as this world has ever wi
is verily a sight that will force the question as to whether we
are advancing at all along these lines or actually retrogress-.
ing. ~

It will be pointed out to us upon the one side that our-
hospitals, charities, old-age pensions, and a number of other-
like institutions are evidences of progression. At once comes:
the question: What has made them necessary? What 13 the -

mankind of all the heavy laborious work in production, and-
yet we find the above named institutions absolutely inadequate -
to handle all who apply for aid. With machinery and the 36&!« :
istic principle, should not society be very v:'ell off matenally?
What are the facts today? We find this same machinery
controlled by a system known as capitalism, with hordes ot
poorly housed, poorly fed and ill clad slaves, toiling hard for -
long hours every day, and other hordes, known as unemployed.
absolutely without any visible means of existence. Where has.-
our idealistic altruism hidden itself in the march of capital and
the machine? In vain we search the commumty .for. any sigw.
ofit. Our only reward in the hunt is to find the police court.



12 The Western Clarion.

Instead of brotherly love we find huge armies and immense
fighting machines, ready at any moment to demonstrate our
“regard for each other by the bullet and the torpedo.

Untold labor power is expended and incredible numbers
- are engaged in this amazing accupation, and again idealism is
- conspicuous by the presence and absclute reign of its very
-opposite. T aking into consideration the productivity of labor
- power aided by machinery, was ever there a state of affairs
-approaching the condition of society and the exploitation of
* the workers as we have today? The writer thinks not. Schools
- and the educational system we have now are often poimed out
-as evidence of advance along these lines. But what does it
all 2mount to? Practically the whole of it is confined to train-
“ing the youth in the art of exploitation and usury; or the pro-
duction of productive slaves. Search as we may in any schoo!
“curriculum we do not find anything taught with a view of
‘bettering the conditions of humanity. Nothing is prepared ex-
~cept for sale and profit or to be used against the other fellow
in the fight and scramble for existence or to make money. In
~all departments of human activity we find the same state of
affairs; every one, with a very occasional exception, engrossed
in the competitive strife and economic struggle, with the ideal
<onspicuous by its absence and completely out of mind. If
' !here is any of the ideal or altruistic spint abroad today we find
-1t among the poverty stricken slave class. Here instances of
. genuine expression of a brotherly spirit, oftimes bordering on
“heroism, are not unknown, in fact are more frequent than 1s

~generally supposed. This is not by any means the result of

“idealistic teachings, but the natural fellow feeling amongst
-exploited slaves, living in

. poverty and misery, suffering from
the same causes.

And the game waxes fast and furious. Sky pilots preach

“brotherly love and our material inte t
and fight with one a interests force us to compete

ey another. Politicians prate of peace when

‘there is no peace. Every notion is on the verge of bankruptcy

Hhrough the coomous expenditurs in kesping prepared fo
e pov starvat : :

*the face every day. rvation are staring the workers in

ldealism. 13

Love one another? Yes, possibly, but it is when we are
asleep and dreaming. As with every other species of organic
phenomena, the human animal is controlled by its material
and economic interests as a whole, and is exactly what its
environments and conditions have made it. Soon we shall
realize that it is to our material interest to do away with this
competitive system of production and work co-operatively.
If we do not recognize it voluntarily, industrial evolution will
teach us, as it is teaching us now, and we shall be compelled
by economic conditions into the co-operative system involun-
tanily.

Organic life since its first inception has always been con-
trolled and developed by its material environment, to which
ratural law the human is no exception. Here we have the
explanation for our idealistically inclined friends of the fact
that idealism and altruism have not developed to any practical
extert, but only theoretically. Self-preservation being the first
law of nature, our actions are necessarily controlled thereby
:zd our present system of providing our matenial necessities
Leing upon a competitive basis, we consequently find each per-
son’s interest conflicting with the others. .

Upon no plane of our everyday strife for the m.atenal
necessities of this life can we claim to be able to exercise the
idealistic virtues. With the life to come, of which we are
copiously advised by our spinitual acquaintances, we must ?e!;-
fess a very decided lack of interest, preferring to get the best
we are able out of that which is. g

A very casual glance at society as at present constitut
should be sufficient to convince anyone with ordinary percep-
tive faculties of the correctness of our (the mat.cnahsts ) ana-
lyss of society. The system we have of producing the neceslsl-
ties of life has divided the whole world into two camps, namefy.
those who produce these things, receiving in retum there oxt'
wages, and those who produce nothing of any value and wl{et
receive everything produced by the other class excell:hng \ d:e
they pay out of it in the form of wages. Here we avedia i
foundation of our social fabric the whole of soaetych :th
into two camps, with interests totally opposed to ea ¢ wl:r;
the one class to retain as much as they possibly can of wha
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they produce in the form of wages, and the other class to pay
out as little as it can purchase the labor power of the workers,
for, verily, we have here little scope for the exercise of those
brotherly virtues we hear so much about, for their use would
mean the reversing and total dislocation of the system, which
would mean anarchy and confusion, unless the co-operative

system advocated by the despised Socialist were introduced.

In the ranks of the two classes themselves we find that
our system of buying and selling does not allow of any har
mony between the individuals, particularly among the usetu
class—the workers. This class, having no property in the
form of capital, are compelled to live by selling their labo:
power for wages in the labor market. Here we have the same
competition between these sellers as there is between sellers o
any other commodity, and owing to the perfecting of labor
saving machinery, we find a decreasing market for labor poweL
A penishable commodity such as this, which must be sold 0
order for the seller to obtain a living, necessarily implies unde-
selling and other accompaniments of competition between the
individuals comprising this class.

On the other hand, among the capitalist class we have
competition also which is resulting in the total elimination o
the smaller ones and the substitution of the trust or combin:.
§o.thateu’1 neithgr class of society are we able to find the ide:l-
istic spint making any headway, and it never will as jong s
our economic basis is competitive.

Nobody will deny that the altruistic spirit is admirabie.
or that the ideal is desirable, but in order for these to be
brought within the sphere of practical every day life we mus:
have conditions which will permit of their exercise and develor-
ment. Self-preservation or the provision of the necessities of
life being the first law of nature, it is evidently absurd to preach
and pretend to exercise idealistic virtues that cannot be recyn-
ciled to our system of providing these necessities.

Some day in the not very distant future the woriing
class will be forced to abolish capitalism and take over the
machinery of production and distribution for themseives. The
markets are becoming so glutted with commodities owing to
the increased productiveness of machinery, and at the same

Idealism. 15

ime, owing to the same labor-saving machinery, the purchasing
g:!wer of 3., wage slaves is becoming less and less on account
of fewer being needed to do the work. Hence it is that capital-
ism finds itself on its last legs. It is furnishing the means of
its own downfall. Its system of distribution of the products
of industry cannot keep society going. And after the fall?
othing but a systematic production and distribution by society
tr society will be possible, if humanity is to survive. Then for
he brotherly love and the ?!l)tmishc spint! Wl::gl Becaﬁ
we shall rapidly discover that our economic well- )
dividuallynwpill be wrapped up in the well-being of society
and we shall do unto others as we would they should do \;n;‘ts
is. because it will be in line with the first law of nammsha“
ar economic conditions will be bettered thereby. We !
ot be compelled by material wants to act othemse.l t
ssunds too good to be true, but we are going .thcre by the laws
of the science of social and industrial evolution. We cannot
ay how the transition will take place. That depends upon
the state of our education along these lines when the ect:im)n'm'i
-limax of capitalism is reached. Shou!d our propaganda m:’f
dave reached the point where it can influence the action od
sciety, then there will be lots of bloodshed. If we sprea

the knowledge, well, it may be attained peaceably.
—W.W.L. _
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MANIFESTO.

To sz::l::lii Executive, Socialist Party of Canada.

It 1s your lot to toil for a master when you can, and tc
starve quietly when you cannot. When you have work to-day
you toil harder and produce enormously more than ever befor::s
yet yan wages give you only an existence. Unemplo"mcr:
and all the misery that it entails on you and on those dcp:ndc.'t
on you, dogs your heels. Of the total produce of your labo,
:?&?S?aﬁ p:mon goafto c::'i idle class, while, though yo
ma c}h;ap mlﬁ; i.3 !iou \:fr:y ;rthis?to consume only the inferior

Are you poor because there is not an abundance of the
:::els::hg of life? Is it because the means of producing then
are b;uf? cient 'or because there are not enough willing hancs
o labor? No! there are hosts of willing laborers, and the ir-
strr;gnen_ls of labor becom; every day more perfc'ct and mer
?or auilll:;- ‘:xlhey. tl:en. is ::dthat wealth and leisure are m‘a}}'
o hass poverty and arduous toil are the lot of the

_ Because the workers do not own and control the indu*
:)rflatlho ms:c:lgerﬁ of wealth prqduction. they are the hirelings
of those v _ol. o own thesg thmgs,. and must sell their bodiy

18y, their life force, their capacity to labor—termed by he
econOﬁsts. labor-power—to them. Thus the workers, -
2;5;1;;:{1 are t};:roperty—lcss, are compelled to give up to the
capiaint c:;sd i ‘yholc product of their labor over and atove
e historc ave's portion—the cost of their maintenance-
18 why, so long as class ownership continues, greater >0v-

erty for the working class will ac . .
. . COm . th
and productivity of society. pany the increasing wea!
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To the producers of wealth it matters not whether a
Reciprocity pact be carmied into effect or defeated. Capital
will still retain its power to rule and rob, and the source from
which the wage roll comes, whether from international big
capital or from national and smaller capital will not affect the
position of the wage-earners. The small quarter section farmer
will still find the mortgage, the note, the railway and the ele-
vator standing between him and the full product of his toil.

The abolition of unemployment can, consequently, only
come with the abolition of wage-slavery and class ownership
in the instruments of production. The means for producing
wealth must be restored to the workers. The collective owner-
¢hip and democratic control of industry, scientifically organ-
ized. is the remedy that Socialism urges as the cure for the

miseries of the workers.

And while there is admittedly no other remedy for unem-
ployment and poverty, there is also no way to Socialism except
by means of the conquest of political power by a Socialist work-
ing class. )

The capitalist class expends huge sums to retain con}ro! of
government in order to maintain and extend exploitation,
and in advancing to the conquest of the political machinery,
we thall consequently. always find the capita_hst class our
implacable enemy. As in the past each side will struggle for
its interests as it sees them, and the interests of the vv:orlglns
class being diametrically opposed to those of a.ll the capitalists,
no quarter can be expected or given. Any alliance or compro-
mise with capitalists in the political struggle can only be a
working class surrender. Hence the importance of adhenng
consistently to the fundamental principle of the class struggle.
For it is only when the wealth producers control polmc_al power
that the work of transforming the means of production from

ruthless instruments of exploitation of our own class through
the wage system can begin.
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IT STOOD THE TEST.

The campaign is over and as the smoke cle

ars away w
of the S. P. of C. may again take stock, as it were :f’ :u:
p?smon. And even before we know to a certainty the'numbcr
of votes polled by our candidates we at least know better than
:hver before that our clear cut position as opposed to that of
ose pseudci-_Labo.r-Socialist sentimentalists of sundry other
parties and cliques is again vindicated. Perhaps never before
1fn the history of the country were such fervid harangues heard
rom our masters’ political prostitutes. All the prejudices of
a proverbially 1gnorant mass of wage workers and farmers

were appealed to again, and yet again. Nor is this all.

In the Maritime Provinc e campaign
made a lot of slranze br::;nlfl?;x L%;hm imagi

-f - mmc
3_ u{ezu L:rz:, a more ludicrous spectacle than that afforded by

nne, of Springhill, the one-time woul !
wood of the Canadi ' would-be Bill Hay-
Politic:I co:ch a:fg’ a&ll:a bor movement, occupying the same

* . N' Curry » Pr .d t -
facturers’ Association of Canada améJ easll.':uenpr:'afidte}:let z};?}:'c

Canadi
h;::tr:l‘ S:; ::;] dg oundry Company of Amherst, Halifax.

other places too numerous to mention.

Ludicrous! Yea! For do we )
_ . not be '
:;i:ﬂpe?ls ?.f fngnd _!’ules while he was inc:rt:::lej itll:e g:m::
]La ve:.;n hﬁghiuf‘g? All this is a thing of the past. Mr.
venne has found a home within the fold of the great Con-

servativi 1s, 1
4 ar;; m:ﬁ}jarty. and is, if reports be true, Mr. Curry’s right-

__ Noristhisall. Mr. Adolphe Land ini
}n.gllﬁs Igf’ a%n?fr:er?mr Harglieism. a;y;'e;l::s:fﬁ?; ﬂ;’mﬁ
el pud for p!ac):'e a Canadian organizer of the S. L. P..

upon the downy couch furnished by
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Mr. Curry. He is charged with having approached the Lib-
eral party during the campaign, offering to take the platform
for them for $1000. Failing to make a dicker with them. he
took the stump for Mr. Rhodes, the Conservative candidate
in Cumberland, and Mr. Siddall, Conservative candidate in
Wesimoreland. It will be remembered that Mr. Landry was
boomed as a candidate for the S. P. of C. by a faction of the
party in Cumberland last spring.

These are only instances. With the exception of the
Cape Breton comrades, who, as usual, kept the issue clear, the
most of the other Maritime Socialists, both within and with-
out the party, seem to have evinced a pathetic desire to get
themselves mixed up and compromised during the past struggle
of the two factions of the master class over Reciprocity.

Also we find such celebrities as Tom Park Lowther, the
renowned Labor mayor of Amherst, and once a fast friend
and colleague of Mr. Landry; Mr. John T. Joy. of Halifax,
a few months ago an [. L. P. candidate for the Legislature;
Rev. J. J. McCaskill, a “"Chnstian Socialist” of long stand-
ing. and numerous others on the Liberal stump. And I over-
heard one “‘Christian Socialist” of the commusity rc.ma.rk
after hearing an address by J. K. Hazen, the Provincial
Premier: “The very gospel of good politics, ar.” Al of
which goes to show that we who waste time in talking about
the class struggle, the class nature of the State, etc., are very
“impractical” and far behind the times. .

However, in spite of the compromising attitude of many
of those who should have, or rather were suppo_sed to have
known better, there are rays of light all around in this Con-
servative East. Within a radius of two and a half miles of
the writer's home, right in a farming community, at least a
dozen citizens, farmers, refused to go to the polls and exercise
their “sovereign right” because they said they were not suf-
ficiently interested in the quarrel over Reciprocity. This in
spite of the fact that a man could knock $20.00 out of his
day by going to the polls. )

Now that the elections are over, in the province of New
Brunswick there is scarcely a riding in which a demand for a
recount has not arisen and scores of warrants have been issu
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for the petty politicians who handled the slush funds of both
parties. But, hell, what can be expected of a system which
cannot exist but for corruption. The elections just over prove,
among a host of other things, that good intentions amount to
but damned little. Nobody doubts the sincenty of lots of
the I. L. P. workers or the opportunists whom we have within
our ranks. In fact, we know that our masters themselves, many
of them at any rate, believe that they are the greatest bene-
factors of the human race that the world has ever seen. Therr
riding rough shod over the backs of the workers appears to
them a perfectly natural state of affairs, And their sincenty
makes them doubly dangerous. So with the trimmers within
the Socialist and Labor movement. Where one finds a man
who understands the class strugle and realizes that the State
exists merely as an instrument for holding slaves down. there
is a man who cannot be swerved from his course by all the red
herrings that a Laurier or Taft may devise. He is always to
be found explaining away the bogus issues and holding up to

ghe slaves Socialism unadulterated by sentiment, slushy moral-
1sms or metaphysics.

On the other hand, look at the fellow who is a trimmer,
the fellow who comes to you before the meeting and cautions
you to be very careful how you criticize religion, existing mor-
ality, etc. He is the fellow who can always be found talking
the loudest about “rights.”  Sure he is a Socialist—if you ask
him. He believes the workingmen should be at the head of
the vaernment. We should have a “Workingman's Govern-
ment.”  And he is usually prepared to tell you that he was a
Socialist beforg Marx ever was heard of or that he “has always
been a Socialist.” Almost every time he goes to church he
hears a grand *'Socialist sermon” (sure thing). Who is this
fellow—any of you know him? Well, he belongs to most of
the locals, I venture to say. And he is the fellow who in
divers parts of the country has been sidetracked during the
Perhaps it would be more correct to
say that he has dropped back to his own proper place as he
has never been on the right track.

At any rate, this fellow, the trimmer, the . L. P. man,

opportunist, the get-something-now guy, is a fellow who
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has never gotten to rock bottom. He doesn’t :lnow ?h:iet:‘n?
class struggle is. He has never studied the v }v;xc o gf verm-
t, the reason for its existence or its gradual change of forn

ch:-r; through the ages. He may be sincere, but he doesn’t
's':ow. His sincenty make§ him the more dangel{;us.l Reform
" The Socialist Party is not a Social and c;:a [Reform
League. The one thing requsite to membership shou be
understanding of the nature of the stmgglel we argthwi:gé‘ng;
Without this understanding members are use eds:f-wx h it they
are mighty and can do their share towards their own

cipation.

ROSCOE A. FILLMORE.

S A

WANTED—MORE RUSTLERS.

1 ion in the num-
The Clarion readers will note the reduction in

ber of pages. For three months the feadcrs. andth par(t:){ n;::xl::
have been giver the opportunity of increasing the in:n L
enues sufficiently to finance it as a larger x;agaz a.il fhey
have, with a few notable exceptions, failed to av | them-
selves of the opportunity. The size of the Clancl:)n mus  there:
fore, be reduced to coincide with the revenue. Fraise w

pay the printer.
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UNION FEDERATION.
The strike on the Ham

man lines demonstrates clearly
the spread of the idea of “industrial” unionism among the
craft unionists. The federation of the unions within the various
felds of industry is in the direct line of the evolution of labor
unionism, and is, under the arcumstances, about the best thing
they can do, despite its apparent futility from our point of
view. Nevertheless the failure of the strike may, we think,
be safely predicted. And even its complete success would
absolutely fail of any material accomplishment.

There was a period,

y o 0 F e when employers of labor were in-
dmviduals or firms with small ca

pital, and when competition

between these for the market was of the keenest, that the
abor union was a powerful instrument, and the workers wers
by its means enabled to secure wages and conditions better
would otherwise have prevailed. F or, to the smail em-

ployer, a strike of any duration frequently spelled bankruptcy.
But by this very fact, those unions were also as powerful an
instrument for their own

X 1 undoing.  The fact that they could
somewhat stiffen the price of labor-power. together with the
!‘“’"’e&? of competition, created an irresistible incentive to the
installation of labo.

1-saving machinery, which, requiring 2
larger outlay of capital, called into bein

- oul . g larger and larger
combinations of capital.

_At the same time the element of skill required in the
carier processes of industry gave the members of the skilied
crafts also an advantage in craft unionism. And this also con-
tributed to the incentive for the further development of the
machine, and its consequence, the combination of capital.

As these combinations of capital grew and took in more
and more of their several fields of industry, the various unions
also grew wider in their territorial scope. But while some ele-
ment of skill or traini

. I training yet attached to their various crafts and
occupations, distinguishing those who followed these different

. 3 ]
Union Federation. o]

i they remained organized
tions apart from one another, the
ianctcouzparale and distinct craft organizations, and reapcc: wth:;
little advantage was to be reaped at all, from the very fac
their separation.

To a very great extent this state of affairs .sull cgrevalcl;‘.
Though the development of machinery has elum_n::; tmu h,
1 cases all, of the element of skill from industry. ¥
o :::hﬂyremains to distinguish apart those who foll'ow various
Zrc!cupations and unfit them for taking one anotherfs :llxaceh :i
for instance, bricklayers from carpenters, a?d‘hso tr:de; e
into such close relationship are the most of the trades beios
Lrought that their members are being forced mtaord i ce with
one another. Hence we see the movement to\{Vh :re unthe et
eration where differentiation of trades exists. e e .
ination of skill has gone so far as to wipe out t eted ifieretia
tions, the trades unions, of course, are also eliminat
is, if any, only the one union.

However, while the development of the systg:nhzi p;?gluc
tion has forced the unions into closer alliance, lAs e com:
them of all but a mere vestige of their po‘!:':trier able to stand
binations of capital grew greater ghey we'rl_e_h more the element
strikes of any duration and magnitude. b ebecome to fll the
of skill has been eliminated the easier it has b e s have
places of strikers. The more that laborseln:_nsn ) the greater
multiplied (in the face of increasing popu acllo e tine
has become the reserve army of unem[g)}l\oyeﬂe:siv e the union
ground for strike-breakers. Until from the o From a power-
has been driven to a weakly defensive P““‘f’“'th “onditions of
ful instrument for secuning a bettermelil n uethe downwa
the workers, it has become merely a brake upo a brake at that.
trend of those conditions, and none too effective

ther
the workers can yet see no 0

aim tli;{a:w the:e:'tt:;;:g :03 sec‘:are a better pn%e for_ltl_ll;lr“l:z::
power, union federation is the best they can co. oo find it
they test the last weapon in their union au'mof)'-the ——
wanting, the sooner will they be qompelled to :‘ne hair_efforts
of over;hrowing the system which renders
futile.
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CAMPAICN NOTES.

Comrade : —

boo ;r?:lneﬁ 'hinf a'; I saw them in the corner of Yale-Cari-
L \ er the sun was the party abl
get any return for their mone - party able to
: y. If it had bee ibl
cover the larger part of the district it m n possible to
. an o strict it might have been w
E:yylggusloo for the privilege, but the situation, wi:h t};enB:;j::!}I
to be h::g'e;losed down, was ﬂ}at every available dime had
without oo fuzser to the returning officer, leaving the party
they had pzrchas:dfo f]aol;f advantage. of the opportunity which
to get cut so I had it nson found it impossible (financially)

all to myself. | N :
score for on matters ; 0 myseil. 1 am not kicking on this
ay. ers involving “politics™ | surely have a lot to

Had a meetin

g at Salmon Am, Malakwa, Enderby,

Vernon, Sum .
Kelowna and“;;ii:dczggk ae oops. Got into Naramata,

'k as instructed, b
meeting. 1 i ! Socialists had failed o amange for 5
caught a Liberal emeeg::lt (:: ;}éc cancelled Naramata date and

1e elowna. I was gi 5
our, stole an additiona] 15 minutes and am fﬂ:ia:nzzcgl?ﬁ

think that th

e audi . .
longer. ence would not have objected had it been

Got into Summ,
é?g arranged for th erland 7 p.m. Knew there was no meet-

at night SO w. d 3 .
T, i » 30 was delighted to see bills out,
presented myef i OPposition speakers invited.” 1 dly
it impossible to give m uch to his sorrow, Mr. Burrell found

s : me any time. He trott
four entirely different excuses, They didn't a;ge:;“toams:tb?xi

I had to accept them. At close of meeting I asked from the
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audience whether published invitation and then refusal, when
a speaker presented himself, was not a breach of confidence
with the audience as well as with myself? He then dug up
a fifth excuse—but here is a beautiful yellow streak. Next
day. 2 p.m. meeting at Naramata. Burrell knew that I was
on the opposite side of lake, and could not possibly be com-
municated with in time, so he expressed a very cordial desire
to have me on the platform with him.

Passing through Keremeos on October 13th, 1908, 1
thought that I saw opposition speakers invited to a Martin
Burrell meeting at that place on the 16th; on the 14th I got
on with him at Hedley. When I got back to Keremeos t'l;xose
darn bills didn't say a thing about “opposition 'speagkers. I
have often wondered what kind of an optical illusion I was
enjoying.

I have just one complaint to make, the Vemon comrades
paid $20 for the Opera House; Kamloops, $30. In the for-
mer case | saw a total of three bills, and I was looking for them.
In the latter I saw only one. I was told that there were some
around the mills, etc. If I have to talk in cither of these
points on any future occasions, the advertising is going to be
more apparent. An immense barn less than quarter full, and
the certainty that collection cannot half cover the rent, puts
me on the bum before I start.

Yours for the Revolution,

P. W.
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VICTORIA CAMPAIGN.

Dear Comrade:—

I enclose herewith statement of the election receipts and
expenses, which please publish in the October issue of the
Clanon. ¢
t E\éow: that the excitement is over, it is up to the party
to get down and size up the situation with a view to remedying
the defects in our organization, which are responsible for the
dzc::eased vote all over the Province. I say “‘organization”
advisedly, for our propaganda and attitude to the “‘issues”
Pz:l f:)hrward_ by the capitalist parties has been the correct one,
:ot of: reciprocity agreement was an opportunity that doss
of !abl‘f- con'xe our way to hammer home the commodity natu:e
assisted b”"&“‘—an gportumty tha} the local comrades, ably
have bee: laro . J'd . Osborne, did not miss. Our meetings
to the best dg? and ample money was subscribed, and used
ered at .!.ie:a hVantage; most workingmen had a leaflet deliv-
with lheuggf kotr;:es, and comrades putin a lot of hard work
of a total uf 5 438t5°m cand'gatc received a vote of 290 out
voted Ous ote thi cast, _2737 names on the list not being
joted. € r vote this time is nearly equal to the plumpers cast
1::5 °t‘él' a;‘t lcfandxdate at a Dominion election in 1904, and
Vinciala:]ec;on ﬂ(lg;(;’)u‘r candidate received at the last Pro-
Lef ti’:dagiy of the voters who did not tum up have, doubtless,
eft the district, but there are probably fully as many in the
city \;”l:o atx}:e not on the list, and that is one important point.
recior e 18 that many, knowing that, reciprocity or no
reciprocity, their real wages would remain the same, were
i‘ndxfferent and did not take the trouble to vote. Othc;s may
ave lost an opportunity to vote through their own careless

ness, not considering that the poll
i ine s closed tw lier
than in Provincial elections. P two hours ear
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There may be many other reasons, but I believe those
mentioned cut a considerable figure in amving at a conclusion
as 10 the true explanation of the slump in the vote. The “near
Socialist” and ‘‘sympathetic” vote was probably influenced
to a large extent by the patriotic and annexation bogies of the
Conservatives. but that kind of a vote 1is. of course, always
unreliable, we have it always with us, and allowance has to
be made for it in computing the real Socialist strength of votes
cast for our candidates. We did not get it this time, which
proves its unreliability.

" The weak points in our organization, to me, seem to be
lack of ward organization and systematic attention to getting
workingmen on the voters’ List. The old parties, having plenty
of money, can create therr ward organizations overnight. The
Socialist party will have to rely on volunteer workers, and will
have to keep them going the year round. It will mean lots
of work, but if sufficient members of the party are imbued
with the necessity of it, it will not mean hard work.

It should be the work of such ward committees to see to
the distribution of literature in their respective wards, get men
on the list, attend to transfers, etc.. and at election see that they
turn out and do their duty by their class. o

The handling of voters’ application papers needs careful
attention. Each commissioner should be required to turn in
all such applications received by him to the organizer, or his
assistant, whose duty 1t should be to keep an account of suc:hci
with name of applicant. date, and who received it. and han
them in to the Registrar of Voters at stated intervals, making
a note of such date also. This detail work is necessary In
view of the fact that so many men who have put in their appli-
cations find their names are not on the list when election time
comes. Socialists seem particularly to suffer in this respetit.
and if the above suggestion was camied out, the organizer cou
swear that the application had been handed to the Registrar,
giving full particulars. L

It will doubtless take time to evolve an organization suit-
able for our purpose. but it will have to be done.

We must have an efficient political «machine,” not in the
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sense as referred to by writers in muck-raking magazines, but
an efficient machine to serve the interests of a working-class
political party.

J. H. BURROUGH.

RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES

of Victoria Local No. 2, S. P. of C.. for the Dominion E.lec-
tion Campaign, September, 191 1.

REcEiPTS.
Fromlocal funds .............. ... ... . ... . $162.60
Collections at public meetings.................. 139.45
From campagn fund receipt books (collected by van-
ous comrades), per Com. LePage........... 6.00
Per Com. Staples ........... ...... .. .. .. 7.50
er Com. Ambruster .............. ... .. 7.50
Per Com. Messerschmidt ............... .. 50
Per Com. D. Milne................ .. .. 13.75
Per Com. W. Stevens. ............. ... ... 4.00
Per Com. DeRousie ............... . . ... 2.00
PerCom.Keown ................ ... ... 4.00
Per ]. H. Burrough............ .. .. ... .. 53.5
PeH G Hills............... ... 8.00
Per Com. Stott............ ... . 33.50
Per Com. Young .......... ... . " 6.50
Per Com. Martin.. ... ... ... = 3.00
Sale of Clarions ........ .. .. ... .~/ 16.60
Total Receipts ................... ... . $468.40
EXPENSES
RentofHalls ...................... $ 25.00
Services of Speakers ...... .. ... Tt 31.00
Literature ... __ oloireeeeet 51.00
Advertising ........ .. . .ttt 4.75
Sundries .......... ... . ... ..l 4.40
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To Secretary of Campaign Committee for services

rendered .. ... 15.00
Election deposit . ........coviiiieennneeenn. 200.00
Total expenses .................oiiat. $331.15
SUMMARY.
Total receipts ... oovvin i %g??(s)
Total expenses . ........ooiiiiinnnninans .
Balance . ..ot 2 : g;gg
Bank deposit ...... ... ..l ;
Cash ottt e 3.40
Balancs . v ovie i $137.25

J. H. BURRCUGH,

Financial Secretary Campaign Committee.

Audited and found correct.

THOMAS JOHNSTONE,
RALPH G. GREY,

Auditors.
September 27, 1911.
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