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PIPE DREAMS AND

CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS

Youthful Imaginaion Not So Readily Inflamed Today as

Form

erly.

One still occasionally meets with
the optimisticindividual who profes-
ses to belleve that “there is still room
at the top” of the social ladder, and
with the capltalist scribbler who 18
pald to foster the contemplation of
such a beautiful mirage by the youth
of the day, particulariy by the youth
of the higher ranks of the working
class and that hybrld assortment
known as “the great middle class.”
One can still occasfopaily run across
a prominent paragraph in the dally

are enjoyed, not by the society ihat
produced them, but by an ever de-
creasing fractlon, who give In return
for the benefits they enjoy from the
activity of the social organism—
nothing. The attribute of capital with
which the means of wealth productlon
are endowed ensures to the owners of
the title deeds to that property owner-
ship also of the time, the mental ana
physical energy, of the vast mass who,
by the merciless grinding of the
stones of exploitation and competitlon,

press ¢r an article in the i

from the pen of a Carnegle or a Rocke-
{eller, recounting with uectuous satis
faction their early struggle to get a
foothold on the soclal ladder, anad
dwellisg with pride on their virtuous
self-dental of sleep and recreation, and
prodigality in the use of caniles in

have been r wrenched from
atl secure hold on the means of life,
and forced into a competitive struggle
for a precarlous exlafence fu the mod-
ern slave market, a struggle getting
yearly flercer and more hopeless,

while it has resulted fin
g man's productive power a

Science,

the effort of fitting th for the

positions they now so gracefully adorn.
Fond parents, whose vlew of contem-
porary condltions Is taken from the
standpoint of things as they were in
tbeir youth, and who unconsclousty as-
sume that what is truth once is truth
for ctefnlty, stlll indulge In pipe
dreams of what the future may hold
in store for their son and heir, and
hold up to blin the examples of these
“selt-made” “captains of industry™ and
“pillars of socloty” as plctures of what
the futuré bas in store for the boy who
is determined to “get on,” and wililng
to forego the pleasures of youth for a
season in order that he may cHmb
out of the ruck and ultimately attaln

fold, has pro-
ductlon on such a vast scale that it
has grown beyond the powers of the
indlvidual owner of capital to control.
The trust has been evolved to.meet
tho changing conditlons, or ns a re.
sult of them, and in the not distant
future seems itselt to be destined to
be replaced by the capitalist state {n
the most fmportant fields of natfonal
activity. Instead of a competence at
middle age ensured to the thrifty and
industrious youth by the acquisition of
a title deed to some capltallst prop.
erty, his ambition {8 now directed no
higher than to the attalnment of a
position as a well paid slave to the

CLEANING CARPETS BY HAND,

Doolan me bhoy, did yez Ivver play
at beln’ a shteam shovel? Man dear
but its en {lligant pastime. Al yez
have to do is to take a pick In th® wan
hand, an' a shovel In the other, an’
th" foreman 'll tell tell yez how.to
make th' dirrt fiy. Th' was a time
Doolan' when th' Olrish and th’ Dagoes
wuz th' uncrowned Kkings av excava-
tion actlvities; but that was befoore
th’ inthroduction of th' “modern in-
struments of production an' disthribu-
tlon,” as the ,great Soclallst orator,
Mike Mulligan, used to say. Of tell
vez, Doolan, me bhoy, Prestdint Roose.
feit e right, we are sure living In
“ghtrenuous” times. B’ th' power that
be O1 don't knew what the wurrld Is
comin’ to at all at all. Shtreet carrs
an’ carrfages runnin® without horses,
guns befn' fired without shmoke or ve:
poort, and didn’t Of see th’ superlatind.
ent lightin® his pipe wid a piece of
glass an’ th' sun lasht week, “to éave
matches,” says he, wen I axed 'lm
th' reason.

T tell yez, Doolan, it. can't’ lasht

Father Murphy was roight—ihe wurrd
must come to an end sooner or later,
An’ thin, there's th’' shteam shovel,
Doolan, Of can't fr" th' Hfe of me get
away frum th’ brute. Dldn't Of ask
Mike Mulligan wan nfght what'ud be-
come of th’ Olrleh an' the Dagoes
whin th' bosses ail had shteam-shovels
to do th’ wurrk wid? An’ what did
Mike answer, says ¥ou. Well Ol'll tell
yez-th' answer, Doolan, seein' yer a
{rind uv mine an rez won't laugh at
me fer axin him. He says, sez he, th*
wurrkin class, he sez, havin’ made the
shteam-shovel, sez he, wlil wan day,
“not yet, but soon,” he says, take pos-
sessfon by forco if necessary, of the
things that they have created by their
labor-power says he. An‘ th' crowd
clapped thelr hands wen' 'e said it,
Doolan, an’ I don't know but he wus
speakin® th' truth, me bhoy. But what
hie meant I couldn’t tell yoz it Ol lived
as long as St. Patrick ')l bé remlmber-

ed In th' ould sod.

However, its a blessin’ alt th' bosses
haven't got shteam shovels or
may be th’'d be a lot more applications
for our jobs on th' perlice foorce than
there are at prisint, an’ that's no §mall
number, says you.

Bat what 1 was goin' to tell yex
about, Doolan, was beatin carpets. Did

‘ever yez beat carpets In yer back

ryarrd Doolan? Wel), lasht week, my
Bridget says to me, Mike, she sez I
want yez to help me {o beat th' carpet
she sez. You see she wuz havin' her
spring cleanin’, an’ the way th' house
was turncd Inside out an all th' furnt
ture in the back-yarrd made me think
uv -th' cursed Euglish- landlords in
ould Olreland—Wimmen do be queer
creatchers entolrley, Dootan, me bhoy.
They all want to be turnin’ th’ house
inslde out ivery springtime, an be
jnbers th' scrubbln’ an' cleanin’ an’
dustin’ an’ beatin' they do beat Me-
Fadden's Physlcal Culcher lessons Intfl
a shmaller quantity than th’' remnants
ov an Olrish wake, me bhoy, 50 it does.
Well, I takes a shtick in me hand an’
Blddy she takes wan In her hand, an®
b’ the powers, th® dust was risin’ ‘'til
th’ sun was obliterated entirely; an’
Ol tell yez, Doolan, me han's Is that
sore lvver since Ol wouldn't dare to
thry an’ put han’cuffs on a‘two-yearold
kld, be fobers, Bo O says fer th'
wite this morning, Of says: “Blddy,
dear,” O} says, “th' bees machines fer
carryin’ passengers,” Ol says, “‘an’ we
quit walkin,” Of says. “Th' bees ma-
chines fer washin’ close, an’ we sends
thim t' th' laundhry,” Of eez. “Th’
bees machines fer mekin® th" bread,
and’ we gets it fr'm th' baker,” Ol sez.
“An' be gorrer OVl nivver bate car-

pets bo han’ agen if Ol llve ter be as 14

old as thon ould at num-

The problem of the farmer appears,
on the surfaco at least, a hard one.
1t {5 to the credit of the Sociatist Party
of Canada, ita members and the West-
ern Clarion that they and we are golng
after the proposition {n n dotermined
way. The 8. P. ot C. wiil haye to do
much propaganda during the next few
years amongst the pralrle provinces,
and jt Is well that 'we start as “right”
as posalble.

In order to clear the ground, it might
Just as well be stated that the wriler
is not putilng up as a profound econo:
mist, Is not looking-for an
scrap with any one and i8 not golng
Into the thing with the idea of making
a fool of anyone. Neifther, in this ar-
ticle, do I intend to do much more than
perhaps clear the ground o little. For
myselt I have been mostly an fndus-
trial worker, and .would perhaps be

{considered by some as gettng outside

my own partlcular sphero in taking up
ihe farmer st all. But a man does not
always need to be right 1n the game
to understand it.  Very frequenily §t
is the onlooker who sees tho most of
the play and I am inclined to think
that an understanding of the art of
butter-maeking or even s knowledge of
the sclence of grain-growing may not
¥y to the ot

ber ten Hogan’s Alley,” Ol sez. An'
be th' powers, Doolan, Of mean it, me
bhoy, so 01 do.
Let th' mechines do th* wurrk, O}
sez, Divil th* odds who owns thim.
J.B,

g8 they effect the agriéil
tural section of tho working class.
That this question hos not been thor-
oughly, or even superflclally gone into
need not cause us any fear. The
writers of the Soclallst Party of Amer).
ca, almost without cxcept!on‘ it Is
true, dodge it—this, be it remarkeq

~ the fellelty of consorting with the so- 0:"“"3 of the dominant capl-
clal “elect,” an example in his turn “fl' In the same f{ssues in
1o which future fond parents can point |Which —appear  the and
for the purpose of the ko paper arilcles referred to will

lesson of the virtues and rewards of
youthful abstinence,

But what is truth for & time is not,
truth for alt time and the morals, max-
ims aud Ideals of a past generatlon,
in these days of kaleldoscopic changes
in the social velatlons, are not appli-
cable to a succeeding gencration.
Omiiting more than a passing refer-
ence to the fact that the great fortunes
of today were not built up by he prac-
tlee of the middle class “virtues™ ot
thrift, abstinence, and industry, but
chiefly by means of theft, fraud and|
murder, practiced on the actual pro-
ducers of wealth, and also on their fel-
low for busl
acy, the day when aspiring youth cuuld
look forward to attalning a position of
even moderate comfort and “indepen-
dence” in middle age, measurable by
the standards of these modern days,
must be fncluded in that vague and

poets, capitalist historians, fond par-
ents, and other pipe dreamers as the
“good old days.” Within the lifetime
of many now Hving the greater and
most momentous victorles of man over
nature have been accomplished.
Science, once the pastime of & select
few, has heen called upon in every de-
partment of civilized man’s activity
to strife with natural forces and con-
ditions, to chailn those forces to do
man's will, and to change conditions
in accordance with man's wish, It has
made possible Industrial operations
on a scale beyond the imagination or
the last generation, forging ahead in
its conquering progress at such a rate
and in so many directions thai what
a few score years ago would be looked
upon with awe and misgiving, as some-
thing in the nature of a miracle, now
receives nothing but a passing notice
in the daily press, and Is forgotten In
the announcement of a fresh discov-
ery, a new application of science,
marking another milestone passed on
man’s march to complete masfery over
nature,

And yet—keeplug pace, step by
step, with the progress of soclety, its
marvelous conquests over natpral
forces, growing In exact proportion as
the application of science td fndustry
endows man with the potentialities of
& god in his collective mastery over
nature, grows the everdncreasing sum
of human misery. :The fruits of the
marvelous dlscoveries of sclence and
the social metlvity resuliing therefrom

be ftound, in fronlcal contrast, the ad-
vertisements of the modern corres-
pondence school, in which the young
man of today {s pointed to the only

Ipath along which he can hope to pro-

gress by exercising the old fashioned
“virtues” of thrlft ete. and studying
into the small hours of the morning.
No pretence is made that by so dolng
he may attain what is termed “inde-
pendence.” Such a bait would no
longer appeal to the young men sought
for to any appreclable extent, when
submitted to conslderation In the ilght
of every-day knowledge and exper}-
ence. Their position Is no better than
that of the chatte! slave who was plek-
ed out by his master on account of
possessing the required capabllities,
and removed from the coarse physical
labor in the cotton fleld to keep his
master's looks or clothes fn order.
Never at any time sure of retaining
hiss position, the educated and highly
trained modern wage slave, like his
countérpart in ante-bellum days, is
ltable to be thrown back into the ruck
by the mere whim of his master, once
more to pit himself against his fel-
lows in the beastilke struggle for ex-
istence spurred on by the ever threat-
ening menace of the unemployed—
starvation.

Such advertlsements seek to at
tract and- hold bhis attention by evil
concefved pictures of an intelligent,
ambitious looking young fellow, with
grimy bands and standing fn line at
the pay office window, waiting for his
weekly wage, and he is exhorted to
“improve” himself by studying along
a chosen course, with the incentive,
not of atialning “independence,” but,
as before stated, of climbing out of
the soclal ruck of *“wage” labor and at.
talning to the distinction of a “sal-
arled” worker—but nevertheless still
a slave. Small wonder is it that suen
en {ncentive falls to awaken enthusi-
asm in an ever increasing number of
the young men of the day and that
they form 50 per cent of the audiences
gathered to hear the Socialist anaiysis
of tho capltalist system of production,

J. H. B.

“Work for the night {8 coming” then
sleep so you can repeat the same
dammnable eperation the next day—for
tho. solo benefit of that parasite class
the capitalists. Then call yoursclves
“free citlzens,” and rejoice,

Timothy, to the brethren which are
scattered abroad, and especially to
those who f{nhabit the wild and in-
accessible places of the west. Greeting.

1t seemed good to us to once ngain
mail unto thee our lastest catalogue
brethren, inasmuch as there are those
among you who say, “beware of false
teacking.” “Fight shy of Timothy.”
“Boost your own town;" and many
other such vain babbliogs in their de-
sire fo confuse your minde and to turn
your hearts {from the truth of the gos-
pel of the perfect law of liberty and
ovolution of which we are the humble
and unworthy ministers (some manu-
scripts of late date have “most un.
worthy—ahem!” but this is thought
to be merely the interpolation of some
cynical travslator).

But wo rejolce to know that your
falth remains steadlast and that, daily,
many saved and repentant sinners are
being added to the fold, as §s witnessed
by the many frec-wlll offerlngs which
aro flowing in from the brethren to
the church at Winnlpeg. (Some older
manuscripts have “Jerusalem”).

Now concerning the things whereof
ye wrote; of the profane babllings and
oppositions of certain of your own
scribes, 1 would not have you ignorant
brethren that these men are but hire-
lings of the smal] capltalist and petty
tradesman of vour city, and cannot,
therefore, know the frecdom that mak-
eth for truth, nor the truth that mak-
eth free. Exhort and reprove them with
all authority, but ‘with geatleness,
knowing that thou also art a slave of
the conditions under which thou
livest.

We have read with much pain and
sorrow the dlssimulation of one who
says “who pays all Timothy's expenses
of Inscribing these gorgeous catalogs?
Why not deal with your own town
and so cut out all this waste of adver-
tlsing, and proclamations from the
housetops?’ And on another page this
false prophet, whose souf shall be sear.
ed with a hot jron, saith “we believe
In advertising so we advertise our ad-
vertising.”” Out of his own mouth doth
he stand condemned. While wo are in
the ecapitalist flesh brethren thero s
no escape from the abomination of ad-
vertising, If these profane men were

Timothy’

s Epistle

pecially Marx' Gospel, they woull know
of a surety that yvour small trader Is
but a pawn In the game of life. It Is
fnevitable that he be swallowed up by
the big capitalist, who in twrn must
bend to the trusts and combines, who
in tura must bow the knee to the state,
and flnally, brethren, that the state
aleo may dissolve that the people may
bo all in all.

There be many things, brethren, which
show us that the day of salvation is
drawlng nigh and of these we shall
speak at another season. Meanwhile
Do dlligent In your teaching and con-
tinue to point out the great and slient
workers who are stead{ly but surely
working out our salvation, ever remem-
bering with joy and gratitude that one
of the greatest of these Is Timothy.

GEO. F. STIRLING.

iN UNION IS STRENGTH

See those poor deluded creatures,
Working there with might and main;
i d hands and n feat-
ures,
Bending down beneath the strain.

Life-to them s full of sorrow,
Ceaseless grinding every day,
Nothing brighter for the morrow,
Work or starve the masters say,

Think of all the wives and mothers,
Who can tales of sorrow tell;

Think of all our luckless brothers,
Bearing tortures worse than hell.

Shall we stlll be meek and humble,
‘Trembling at the least command,

And with all our fellow workers,
-Beat and robbed on cevery nand.

Shall we take the sops they fling us,
And in tones submissive send

Praises to the great Creator,
While in ‘Qoll our l'h'r.-s we spend?

No! a host indignant answer,

Such a system soun must cease;
We'll unite to win the Lattle,

And our class from bonds release.

Fellow-workers join the chorus,
Let our watch-word be, unite;
We can sweep the world before us,
If in harmony we fight.
Jo AL M.

to study the scriptures more, and es-

par 11y, is not sald because of
any personal spite against cither the
Socfalist Party of Americn or “lis
writers; but simply beeause It is a
fact. A. M. Simon’s Uook on Socialism
and the Farmer has & certaln value,
but helps us very little so far as avfv.
ing at any concluslons are concerned,
Also some others with whom no, or
little, fault can be found along other
flnes become ambiguous and appear to
bo attempting to say nothing as pon-
derously 23 possible on this subject.
None of them have even done as well
as & member of the S P. of C. in his
( ) of the
cage—In fact for iis size and scope
Com. Budden's “Slave of the Farm™
i8 to my mind the best yet, But to
get on with the subject, and to put it
in shape for others to follow,

What is a farmer? s undoubledly
the first questlon to ask ourselves.
And rIght here §s an Important polnt.
We must at all times distinguish be-
tween “working farmers” and “land
capitallsts.” Nobody has so litile seare
ag to call the owner of a colllery a coal
miner; but it appears to bo guite the
fashlon to refer to individnals who
have threo or four farms rented to ten.
ants as “farmers.” Such, however, Is
not the case. Theso individuals may
have been fsrmers once (just as the
owner of the colllery may have been
a genuine coal miner), but as soon as
they start to rent out their farms and
live on the rental, they become “land
capltalists,” and must be treated as
such,

Below the land capitalist comes that
economic hermaphrodite the “capitalist
farmer.” 1 fancy I hear soms of the
economists snort at this term. Never-
theless, I faney it is a fairly correct
one. Tho positlon of the capitaiist
farmer—one, say, who owns a good
many bundred acres and employs &
couple or more wage workers the year
round. 1 am of opinlon with comrade
Lestor, that such are best Jeft alone in
a general sense. They will in the near
future either hecome “land capilalists”
pure and slinple or through the failure
to keep up the pace demanded by the
evolution of farm machinery or the in-
vestment of much capital in sgricuiture
by the capltalist class (which has
already it appears, almost run indus-
trial production into the ground) be
forced back to the ranks. Wo can
safely leave them, as wo leave the
petty hourgeois judustry, to evolution.

Of course thero aro odd members of

3

Clearing the Ground for Settlement of the Agncultural
Quesuon.

o,

this subdivision who will-come to our
parly by reason of past expe;lgnce or
through the possession of an- aduto
mentality. which will enablo them to

grasp the: sclentific’ exactitude of Bw -
clalist theory, and weé may nigo geg a
few “sympathlzors” through sentifiens
tal reasons, but taking-it all Tound,

revolutionary party  and: programme
will not appeal to thein, and to répeat
Com. Lestot’s words, they can safely.
bo left alone.
Bolow the various. grades of eaplul-
Ist farmer ‘comes the mal’ body o’
the farmers proper. -~ These can;” I
think, be considered as_ rightiy.-ve-
longlog to the workingelass:and wilil
be more so in the future, fn’ as much
as it I8 always . becoming- - hander,
through the increased  cost ot farm -
machinery, for- them . t6 develop. into
land capitalists ‘or even -“capitallst -
farmers” and in_fact the: tendency-1s
for such to becnmu renters, or- (as -
agriculture develops etill turther); (arm o
wage workers, 1 do not think, as"do

somo comrades (hat the fact ‘that n’
“farmer”- employs a”man or even ‘'

the year at harvest time,’is Hkely to.
render him less susceptible .to-revolus
tionary propaganda.. The fact that he
figures as o “boss” {wo: weeks'ln the
yeaf is offset by the fact that he (and:
his) work like blazes ali the rest. .Of
course It may be pointed cut that tne
working farmer is different to the
average wage worker in as‘far as he
ey “own” the land and machinery ha
uses to work the land. Com. O'Brien
gets round this by taking soclal pro-
duction. This {5 i right. But when It
comes to telllng the agriculturallst
that it Is simply ‘because they do not
control the rallroads that they are
“exploited” (as I have heard him do)
then, with all due respect (however
much that may be), to the Rocky
Mountaineer, I beg to stalo that his
cconomics and his logle will nelther
of them stand Investigation, Owner-
ship of the means of transportation is
not necessary {o cusure large profits.
Hundreds of members of the capltal
ist class have, and do, extract. large
amounis in profit without ownershlp 6r
control of the tronsportatfon system,
Nelther will it de, as has been done,
to say that the ownership of the farm
is “purely nominal” becauge the farm-
er, on the average, simply gets a Mving,
It would perhaps, be nearer the truth
to say that there are certaln tools of
production which on account of their
primitive character bring little or no
profit to their owners because they are
nol sufficiently large or up-to-date
enough to give rapid or large produe.
tion (production of large uunnlltlns
fes) with llnle
of labor power. Com. 'Lestor’ lms
touched on this propogition in his men-
tion of the quantitative relation of
constant and variable capital as it af-
fects the production of commddities
However, Mr. Editor, I find [ am press-
ed for tfme. Next week, with your per.
misslon, we will follow up the thing a
Jittle farther and in the meantime
the bunch can chew this over and
gharpen the axe for your,
“HIBERNICUS."

“ANTITHESIS"

‘The heart of Man is full o' hope

For Hcaven, ne’er a Hell.

He drinks teo deep o priestly dope

And canna save himsel’

Enthralled by superstition’s chaing,

A meek and humble slave,

Free thought can't stir his addled
brafus,

His fitting place—the grave.

But some there are who do not fear
The tyrant master’s volee.
With Ire, return the traiter’s sneer
And take the “manly” cholee,
‘The whole earth shall thelr klngdom
be,

With tody, and with mind
They dare and do. and will be free,
This hope of humankind,

—J. 8. Robertson.
Medicine Hat.

couple of men, for, 88y, two weeks i - ;
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LABOR'S SHARE

Not the least amusing, not to say

ridiculous, characteristic of tbose wno
take it upon themselves to better the
lot of the workers, is their cheerful
disregard of any knowledge of what
the workers lot actually Is, One would
suppose that the first thing that would
occiir to any one undertaking such 8
task would be to inform himsell more
-or less thoroughly of the facts of the
-case, But, as a matter of fact, this
:seems to be the very last thing that
~occurs {o him, if it ever occurs to him
-at all
For Instance, it has of late Lecome
- yuite tashionable for labor unions and
kindred organlzations to declare it
* their "high purpose to secure for the
worker “a larger share of his product.”
Than which nothing could more clear-
1y-display thelr absurd lack of under-
~standing of the workees position.
The fact of the matter i3 that the
~worker §8 entitled to no share what-
-éver 1n the product of his labor, and,
by the same token, gets none of it. He
works for wages—that is, he sells his
power to labor, and de'ivers it on the
job. His boss buys that labor power
and pays for It. on tbe averzge, its
market price—wages. Whose labor
power is {17 Most assuredly it be-
longs to the buyer—the boss. He sets
his boughten labor power to work pro-
duclng and whatever jt produces must
cerlainly belong to him. What clatm
has the laborer to any share of t?

There can be no dispute whatever,
and Is none, about their respective
shares of the wealth produced. The
only matter in dispute is as to the
price of the labor power—the swages.
The boss wants more labor power 'for
less money, the worker wants more
money for less labor power. It is
purely a matter of haggling over the
price of a’ commodity. The buyers of
labor power try to beat the price down
the sellers try to keep it up. In try.
ing to do this the latier are compelled,
by necessity, to combine. And a com-
binatton of the sellers of labor power
* iz just what a labor union is; in no
- way different to a retall grocer’s as-
sociation or the like.

That is the stand the Claridn taok
before we arrived on-the job, and that
45 the stand It will continue to take
for a minute or two yet. At first a
most woeful wail went up that this
would utterly blast the hopes of the
8. P, of C. That such a doctrine was
nothing short of an Insult to “organ-
jzed labor.” That the unions were
belog wilfully antagonized. This wail
- has dled down some in view of the fact
that, in the west at any rate, the refa-
tions between the S. P. of C. snd the
unlons are belter than where a care-
ful policy of not antagonizing the un-
jons and of assisting them in their
class struggle on the industrlat field
has been {n vogue.

From being insulied at being pointed
to as more or less unsuccessful com-

ot ¥y d the
western unions have gradually been
turned to regarding themselves as
such and, accepting the sltuation, and
bave consciously sought to acquit
themselves as such, where they previ-
ously did so ynconsciously. So far so
that, to no small extent, they now
study the conditlons of the market in
taking actlon nnd what measure of
success has attended thelr efforts has
been attained thereby. Morcover, as
the leaven of Soclalism perieates their
ranks, they begin more and mors to
sppreciate the odds that confront them
on the fndustrial feld, and to sep that

thelr salvation lles jn supporting po-
titicat action along class lines. Actlon
looking, not to obtalning a greater
share of the wealth they produce, but
to selzing the means of production that
they may produce for themselves.

Comrade Olsen hus asked if friendly
relations, such ag prevail between the
S. P. of C, agd the Miners unions,
coutd ot be established between the
S. P. of C. and the “Grain Growers'
Assocation.” Possibly, but enly in the
same way and by taking towards the
G. G. A, the same uncompromising
stand as towards the unions.

REDUCTIO AP ABSURDUM

Canada’s nautieal pugnacity, as ex-
emplified in H. M. C. §. Rainbow suc-
ceeds In making itself exceedingly
nolsy, so much so that a stranger who
was subject to hysteria might almost
be led into Imagining it daogerous.
When the sald Rainbow Is not en-
gaged in the serious task of making
herself and the Lautier administration
ridgiculous, somebody very kimdlly does
it for her.

A strike has been in progress at
Prince Rupert for some time, con-
ducted by the Prluce Rupert Indus-
trjal Association, a branch of the I
W. W. against the contractors vngaged
in city work. The men have, as usual,
been perfectly orderly and peaceful,
there being nothing to fight. physically
with or about; and certainly there is
nothing there worth the trouble of

destroying.
The bunch of mentally under-
sized, 1d-be bourgeols pet

comprising the council of that em-
ryonfc burg, Lowever, saw in the
strlke what they conzidered an op-
portunity to get themselves on the
map as a fullgrown capitalist organi-
zatlon by adopting “suppressive”
measures. Gathering together, there-
fore, in solemn and “secret” con-
clave, they deciled to send for the
navy to quell any disorder that’ might
posslbly arise. Wherein they display-
ed almost human intelligence, for they
must have realized that the Ralnbow
would be at her best pursuing the
misty wrafth of a phantom riot, or
savagely threatening a body of un-
armed men peacefully “snagging her-
ring at the wharf, or digging for clams
at Lighthouse Point as “The Optimist”
has it.

We recognize that conditfons pro-
duce men. ‘To be deeply deplored are

*1the unhappy conditions which folsted

such a set of Insufferable creatures
upon a long suffering world as the
present ruling class. Jealons of one
another and squabbling among them-
selves they will yet bawl in complete
unison to thelr beloved State for “"pro-
tectlon” from anything that threatens
all their pocketbooks, Ye Gods! but
the worklng class stomach is a strong
one to tolerate thelr unlovely presence
even for a moment,

Y HARD TO EXPLAIN,

The toughest task ever preseuted to
a ruling class in any civilization will
be that with which the wili

the workiugs of che different scctions
of the great mills were expleined.
“The Jumber industry of the Pacific
Coast s certainly tremendous, Very
few In Great Britain have had the
privilege of observing for themselves
the inside workings of this great in-
dustry In Brittsh Columbia and the
remainder can not realize the magni-
tude of it,"”

Yet these mius are owned largely
In Great Britain, by people who admit
that they do not know a clrcular saw
from a peavy and who would be ns-
tounded by a slght of their own pos-
sesslons.

In the same party were an eminent
entomologlst and botanlst who were
able to tell a fir tree from a goose-
berry bush by thelr pictures, to the
astonishment of eveérybody. Verliy,
the workingman who admires end r
spects these persons, Is an amusin
critter.

MAY DAY

A speclal edition of the Clacion wid
be issued for the May Day celebration.
Extra effort will Le put forth 10 make
this an uumber.

for the fullest enjoyment of life; In
the one case because common property
is the first essential to living by
“right,” in the other case-simply be-
cause it {8 expedient.

Down With the

Socialist Directory

‘The revolutionary requires no other
Justification than that of expedleney.
No revolutionary in history ever re21ly
did. 'Frue, they have pald much lp
service to Justice and other figments
of the popular mind, but that has been
only because they have required the
asslstance of those who were to gain
nothing from revolution, and whe had
therefore to be Imsplred with empty
phrases and confused with humbllg.
Dut the highest sanctlon rey

Every local of tiie Saclallst Party
of Cannda should run x card under thiz

I.OUAI. VANOOUVER, N0,
AN Ly meelmgi

portunity.

The Soclalist asks no more. Let who
will grovel at the feet of Justice, or
slobber over the “natural rvights of
man"—the Soclalist as ne use for
such meaniogless vaporings. Expedi-
ency Is his justiftcatlon for all things,
and opportunity finds him always in
the right.

Notwithstanding e prevalllug cant,

International Lnlmr Day this year will
brivg forth an expression of advance
toward proletarian triumph

is [nherent in every
“state.” Wherever a “state" exisls,
wherever, in short, society is founded

in the history of the working class,
and the Clarion wiil not be backward
in volcing that expression, It s not
too early to order NOW,

MIGHT IS RIGHT.

The Phil: of the

The Duke of Westmiuster recehes
from rents alone £3,000,000 per annum.

Shame!

No, no, not a bit of it.
blame’ him?

Thirteen millions of people in this
country are living always on the verge
of starvation!

Again shame!

But why?

By all the logic of nature the form-
er Is entitled to as much as he has
the power to grasp, while the latter
deserve no more than they are wiiling
to fight for—ay, and to conquer for
themselves.

Man has a right to live only—if he
can. The mightiest beast and the
meanest parasite have as much right
to Hve—and as Httle.

Tho hungry tiger strikes down the
hunter and devours him—if he can,
and nobody says shame! or thinks it
wrong. The maggots burrow deep Into
the nostrils of the har and

Who can

upon the fon of a class, there
the suppresslon of that class follows ns
a matter of course, and utterly with-
out scruple,

In the name of taw and order, and
of freedom and justice and equality, as
befits n world of commodities whose
freedom of motlon and equality

ries ever have required has been—op— ALn

pleased To answer any comwunications

regarding the movement in the grov:
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o
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become nature, ¥ at least
a fictitious freedom equality
for their owners. And in  the
name of Christ, too, as behooves
wmen who must seek stne higher sanc-
tion thau that of commodity owners to
suppress comumodity owners.

and

Any Means That Are Means

The feudal lord appeared as a differ-
ent order of being to the serf. They
were not commensurable in the flesh,
for heaven hnd made one neble and the
other base. But under capitalism all
are commodity owners—the man who
holds untold stores, and the man who
has only his labor-power to sell. As
commodity owners they stand cqual
Hence suppresslon In the nsme of
cquallty—but not on the authorliy of
all commodity owners: oh dear, no;
that would never de. Nor on the au-
thority of some commodity owners,
for that would bo contrary to that
beautiful capitalist ideal—the equality

we say simply “Nature is cruel.”

Yet Nature Is not cruel; she knows
nothing of emotions. She leaves her
children to fight things out for them-
selves, giving them one univ erml law:
Might is right. -

“The race Is to the swift,
The battle to the strong.”
Let us be strong, then, for the weak
have nelither right nor portion in Na-
ture’s economy.

Those .wolves In sheep's clothing,
the Christian priesthood, commonty
profess to hold that man has other
tight to live than this right of might—
this

be confronted when labor finally de-
mands a satisfactory reason for their
continued occupatlon of the position
they now enjoy. That a capitalist (s
a necessary part of the production of
wealth is becoming daily more ap-
parently a myth.

As the development of industry
hurries them inexorably toward ob-
solescence, the masters of money give
Increasing evidence of thelr fitness for
that condition by displaying their men-
tal sterility in publle.

Among other inflictions, this por
tion of 8. C. s having fust now a visl-
tation {n the shape of a party of promi-
nent persons who, presumably, are
peregrinating fn pursuit of profits.
They are all vers great and important
persons, for reasons which will become
very clear if you read further.

Note this:

“Ag a newcomer the great draw-
back of Britlsh Columbia seems to be
the lack of cheap labor, Your urban

centers seem t¢ be growing [faster
than your farming sections,” said Sir
Edward Tennant to a representative
of The Province. “How would it do
j¢ the government permiited the im-
portation of Chinese labor to be in-
dentured for a period of, say, three
years, for building raiiways, the cool-
les to be returned home at the end of
that peried? That system of inden-
ture of East Indians for a perlod of
five vears works well on my sugar and
cocoa plantations In Trinidad.”

Sir Edward evidently did not {nclude
Powell street in his visiting list, or
he might have not bad the nerve to re-
mark on the scarcity of cheap labor
e saw a large nurober of men there
the other day ready to sell themselves
at any price, but there are not enough
railways waiting to be bullt. The sys-
tem quite manifestly works exception-
ally well in this gentleman’s case, as
it 1s not necessary £or hini to get with-

Bri;ig your dull razors to

SMITH'S BARBER
SHOP

Clatendan Pool Room, oppoiite
- car bams

Weatminster Avenue

Vancouver, BC.

-1in some t

of miles of his
plantations in order to draw quite a
respeetable lving  therefrom, ‘The
East Indians referred to are in all
probability “worked well” to ensure
a suficient quantity of their life en:
ergy being transferred into shekels
for Sir Ed. in five years, The same
proposition also works well in B. C.,
witness another of the party:

“J's beyomd comprchension,” sald
one of the members of the parly as

'

the maggot. Of such jealous guardians
of the rights of man this question m
be asked:

What becomes of the “right” to live
it the means by which alone it is pos-
sible to Jive are in the hands of others?

by any heaven bestowed “right,” but
only on sufferance. So the logle of
their own ethic places the Christlan 1n
contradiction to the scelal system
which they uphold, and whose central

means of life—is the very deninl and
negation of their fundamental bellef,
thzf God having created man, man has
a “right” to live.

Far nearer to the truth of things was
that London magistrate who answered
the pilferer's mea that one “must live,”
with the sententlous anncuncement:
“Not necessarily.,” Two words sul-
ficed to reveal the naked truth fn ail
its frank brutality. Capitallst society
recognizes no “right” to Hve, and the
cynical lawyer glves the lie to the syco.
phantic priest.

Logic in the Making

It man has a God-given right to live,
as Christ!ans commonly hold, then it
devolves upon men to secure for them-
selves the means by which alone they
can live, in the first place, and in the
second place it sets the mark of Caln
upon the brows of those who have
taken “tho earth and the fullness
thereof” from the people.

It, on the other hand, man has but
the right of might—the right of t{ger
and of the maggot—to live, then West-
minster, with his vast rentroll, 8
justified, in the face of starving mill-
lons.

1t it appears strange that only the
ethic of the revolutionary can justify
tho lords of capltalism, whilst the log-
ieal conclusion of the creed that bol
sters them up in thelr high place on
their mountaln of spolls, condemns
them, this s only because the first is
the true ethie, both of cnpnhllsm and
of the revolution it is producing,—aye,
and of ali life, for all time—while the
second is false, a soporofle, the chlo-
roform rag in the hands of the social
footpad.

However, under both philosophies
we proceed to tho same action—to live,
by our “right” or our might-—and there-

fore to seize all those things necessary

v right of the tiger and:

Clearly In this case man cannot live

principle — private property In the!

of ali of

So Christ is their refuge and their
salvation; Christ the meek and lowly
ud ve. who d “con~

2
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stituted” authority fn the command,
“Render unto Cwmsar that which is
Cmsar's.”

i But under all this, might Is right. A
tgreat show of “moral suasion” is ex-
‘empilfied in 40,000 parsons, it is true;
but for every parson there js a police-
man and three bluejackets and half a
idozen soldiers—for every “man of
peaco” ten “dogs of war.”

Much talk of loyalty and honesty
and honor. lLoyalty, indeed, in the
thleves' kitchen of itallsm; honor
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where nothing Is trusted to honor!

Honor and force are contradictory

terms, mutually exclusive. Capitalism
has no need for the first (except as a
piece of humbug); it relles upon force.
Among cquals honor is the voluntary
observance of the rules of the game;
but in present day society we are not
.equals, hence honor Is replaced by
force.
{ The tradesman, in his thirst for
iprofit, gives credit. Does he trust to
honor? No. He makes a calculation
based on the fact that be has afl the
forces of the Jaw behlnd him. Can I
make him pay? is the only question
he is concerned with, and he acts ac-
cording to his judgment of that prob-
lem, and if, leaning upon the force of
the law, he finds it a broken reed, he
has made & mistake, that Is all.

The rules of the game--who made
the rules of the game? Those who
say we shali observe them. But if a
hooligan or a footpad jumps us in the
street are we slavishly careful of Mar-
quis of Queensbury rules? Not if a
brick {8 handy. No, any means that
are means!

So with the revolutionary. He takes
his stand upon the same code that has
igerved to carry so many explojters to
power, and which at iast must help
the workers to thelr lon
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There is no right but might. We de-
servo nothing but what we can get
with our teeth and claws.

The Ethlc of Soclaiism

Agalnst the n’)lght of the strong few
shail be put the might of the many
weak ones. Before that might capital-
fsm and private ownership wlll go
down forever. Then, when society
founded upon common property in the
meauns of life, has become one harmo-
nlous whole, the brutal dictum, might
is right, will hold good only between
the social organism and external na-
ture, while between man and man a
new ethic will arise—or rather the old
ethic of gentile soclety under a new
form—that only the soclal good Is
right.—A. E. Jacomb jn Soclalist Stand.
ard.

The provalenco of humped backs
among the working class is due mainly
(o long ages of bowing to “guperiors.”
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* SASKATCHEWAN EXECUTIVE,

Dear Mae.

The tollowing iz a report of the
Suskatchewan - (acting) Provincial Ex-
ecutive,

Meetlng held March 8, 1911,

Present Comradeg Ajpn, Doerma
(chairman), Gildemeestef; P. Budden,
L. Budden and Com. Lestor.

% Minutes of previous meeting held
%o ver ] next meetlng, Correspondence
dealt with from Zelandla, Star City,
s siozart, Alameda and the Dominion Ex-
glecutive

Com, Lestor appointed Organizer,
nd a tour arranged for him to take
n the following places. Start at Zea-

LETHBRIDGE, ALTA

Comrade Edifor:—

1 wish to report to the readers of the
Clarion, that Com. O'Brlen, on his way
through here from Mediclne Hat, step-
ped off his private pullman and spoke
to a full house at tho Eureka Threatre
on Sunday evening, the 12th of March,
and for the hour and a half he spoke
had ono of the most allentive audi-
ences 1 have seen llstening to a So-
cialist speaker in this town,

The general concensus of oplnlun

to hold the present system whlch is
composed of millionaires” castles and

M cndla and district, then to
Bind surrounding distriet, from there
o Star Clty and Melfort, speaking at
g8.\11 possible places en route.

1u order to ralse funds for organizing
hurposes, Secretary was fnstructed to
srite all Locals In the Province ask-
hg them to mnke a voluntary assess-
1ent of one dollar, more or less, per
aember.

8 A subcommittee was appointed to

becure a building  suitable for head-
B uarters.
Recelpts—
a'rom Dominlon “Executive
Expenditures—
£ rganizer Lestor .
Next meeting dect
oon as the secretary receives the ofti-
‘lal confirmation, and supplies from
i ho Dominfon Executive.

L. BUDDEN.

Recording Seccretary.

REPORT FOR OKAN-
AGAN

ORGANIZER'S

My work as organlzer in this dls-
glirict commenced on December 17, 1910,
hnd ended March 17, 1911. Amongst
he places visited during this date
Bwere,” Kamloops, Salmon Arm, Sliver
Creek, Malakwa, Mara

on one end,
paupers, jalls and poorhouses on the
other end.

No doubt the powers that be wili
breath easler while he is gone from
Alberta, but to make up there will be
many a vietim with red in hls eye be-
fore he reaches the Atiantle Coast, and
iIf the comrades throughout the East
fail to get dates anit advertise his-meet-
ings, well they wliil lose a geod chance
to swell the ranks of the revolutionary
army. Yours for the Cause,

8. L.
Lethbridge, Alta.

SHORT WEIGHTS

Comrade Editor:—

I am loata tv take up more space in
the Clarlon, yet [ feef that a few words
of explanation are due Com, Budden.

You appear to think, Com. Budden,
that 1 bave tsken the “Siave of the
Farm” as a joke. The fact that I as-
sumed that you were in a humorous
mood while writing a dld

was that he is a top notcher, hammer-:
ing nails into the coffin thats golig,

1Y takes to keep him (mm year to year,
is drawn out by the ralironds, but not
in the box car that contains his wheat
ete, for that he has recelved value
in the shape of money, but rather it
will be found in the mail car in the
shape of banks drafts payable to the
mortgagoe companies and Machine Co's
for Interest due them, This obtains to-
day, but tomorrow dven you Mr. farmer
who have your form and fmplements
patd for, unless sald Implements be of

the larger and most modern &tyls, cnp-‘

able of produclog a vast amount of
wealth with a minlmum amount of la-
Lor, enabling you to compete your com-
petitor out of existence, then yoa are
gone; never agalu to gain a foot hold
while this competitive system Iasts.
Thus, my fellow slave of the farm,
whether you would or would not, you

tunt they are not.so “well off ns the
wage slave, and are mﬂng about for
ways to stap the robbery of ‘the poor
{armer, some are talking of putting up
independent farniers to run in the com-
fng elections, but thelr hope is not
there, .’

Farmers coln their labor power into
wheat, beef, butter, eggs etc., and then
think these fes are

lt) Liag heen o’ the ulde ot {ha rullng
cldss, alid ‘80 It 18 toduy. 8o the So-
cialist says" 10 DIvinity: Take 10
yourself wings and fly away. -
GLIEFORD BUTTLER
L )
What is it that causes you to delight
to hear the love-song of the spring
birds, @nd to admire thetr beauiltul

by themselves, when all they do is to
add thefr quota of labor nower to them,
for, remember nothing is produced un-
til In the hands oI the consumer, These
things have to go Into numerous other
hands, also into elevators, through
milis, over rallways, ete, and finally
back into the Lands of the much dis-
pised store keeper who the: farmer
thinks is robbing him right aud left,
\\hlch he is not, for he has done a
y labor zhd has re-

are forced to look to to save
you {rom a pauper's grave,

And now, my orthodox frlend, who
deniea that your material interest de-
termines your actlons; havelnotseen
‘you after coming home from prayer
+meeting, when you faucled you were
filled with brotherly love, pick up your
dally papét and upon reading of bum-
per crops all over the world, have I
not seen, I say, the frown upon your
brow, very different to what I expected
from one who loves his brother, Why
wag it? Was it because you were a
sinner? If so, I guess we are all such.
No, it was because your material in-
terests were at stake, and the Dlig
crop for the ather fellow meant a low
price for you, consequently more strug-
gles for - existence. If you develop
that faculty that you say a supreme
lelng gave you, your power to reason,
and clear the atmosphere of all super-
stitous nonsense, and trace all your
actions down as far as the mind is
eapable of going, you wiil be convinced
that your, economlc conditton has deter-
mined your actions. Don't stop by
sayiog 1 know the cause of such and
such a thing, for the satd cause is only
an effect of some other cause, and the
primary cause can only be found fn the
last analysis,

not necessarily mply that you were in
that mood while or durlng the writing
of the entlre work.

The fact {s that wp to page 14 you
appeared to mo to have shown yoursell
to have a thorough understanding of
the nature of production, not only un-

Armstroog, Endeivy, Vernon, Okanag-
Ban Centre Kelowna, Summerland, West
Summerland, Naramata and Pentle-
on.
B Four new Jocals were organized by
me, namely, Silver Creek, Malakwa,
BEnderby and Naramata.  About 23
Bew members are thereby added to the
@ arly.  Sixteen or seventeen publle
meetings were held and about the
Hsame number of economic classes,
B Special attentlon was pald to litera-
Bture work and about & hundred dol-
fars worth was disposed of during the
Bihirec months. About 40 subs and re-
newals for the parly organ were
rustled up. No territory south of Pen-
ticilon was touched, owing to organizer
Bdtoing forced. through breakdown of
vocal apparntus, to quit 8 or 9 days
fsooner than had been Intended.
2 The organizer acknowledges co-op-
ration and assiftance of comrades
overywhere. Much credit Is due thej
Histrict secretary, who worked hard to
make the tour successful.
The work of future organizers wiil
o rendered much easier, and more
& an be done if comrades will keep the
B listrict secretary posted. In particu-
B ior lot your exact location be known.
On several occasions the organizer
as gone to places expecting to find
comrades, only to discover that they
zere located a long dlstance from the
Spostal towns given as their address.
his causes disarrangement of plans,
and should be avoided.
GERALD DESMOND
Organlzer.

MEDICINE HAT

‘Dear Comrade:—

On Friday, 10th, Comrade O'Brien
o g:ne a splendid lecturc bere in the
Esgle’s Hall, the wage bheasts intel-
Jectual and manual—numbering some-
i thing like two hundred, proved an at-
d tentive audience.

The speaker dealt with the science
BR of sociology, now called Soclalism,
B touching on the materlalist conception
of history, value and the class struggle.
: His exposition on value was an eye-
B8 opener to some, as he showed how
capltalism had had its siaves taught to
measure lumber and wheat, but omit-

ted to teach them how to measure
B value. Such knowledge in the posses-
B sion of o slave ciass would be detrl-
mental to the interests of thelr mas-
ters, the-slaves would then be able
 to estimate the value of what they
prmlucevl and when they saw their mis-
erable share, it would make them think,

¥ then there would be something doing.
@ Comrade O'Brlen fs master of his
subject, His power of iflustration
which hie brought to bear on the out-
standIng features of his argument had
s an educational effect which I am sure
B® will Lring forth good results in the
§ clty that Is supposed to have its foun-
datlons bullt over the dominlons of
Hell,

‘Yours i revolt,
J. 8, ROBERTSON.

der but under the different
systems that preceded capltallsm, also
the laws governing the exchange of
commodities, 1 theréfore was. at a
foss to discover why you so sudden-
1y broke loose and made it appear that
one sectlon of the workiug class, name-
iy the small farmers, did not get the
value of his production,

In your reply to my critlelsm of this

In let me say, that i€ you
trace all the vexing problems that have
been confrénting you my fellow farm-
2r In your struggle for a llving, and
which have appeared to debar you
from the frults of your tofl, you will
find the cause In capitallsm,

J. PILKINGTON,

SOCIALISM AND THE FARMER
By a Farmer.

To the Socialist the only subject
worth discussing {s Socialfsm. The
reason is because In studying econ-
omles he has come to the concluslon
that it {s & better theory than the
system Is based upon, as

portlon of your you in fact
admit the error but f{urther on at-
tempt In part to justlfy your position
by comparing primitive methods of
production with modern.

Now, both the elevators and rafl-
ways handle your produce for far less
than you could have dove in thoze days
you speak of, and granting all sorts of
trickerfes in the shape of false grad-
ing. heavy deckage ete., being practic-
ed (which Is no fake for I lived on a
farm on the prairie for eighteen vears
and have seen my share of it) yet you
will admit that that in ro appreciable
measure accounts for the poverty of
the farmer,

Such things as the above occupy the
attention of the grain growers and
Lheir socleties, but have no place In
the Socialist movement, as they ave
only effects, the cause of which we are
fighting and should the G. G. A’s suc-
ceed in getting proper grades, full
welghts, ete., they will have accom-
plished little,

Now It would be a foolish thing for
mse to malntain that because 1 had to
pay more for a sult of clothes from the
jocal store keeper than what i could
have got the suit for eisewhere, or that
1 got less flour than I pald for, that
that was where my class was robbed;
yet that Is as sound as the elevator
short-weight argument. The conclus-
ion In either case would lead us to
believe that commodities did not ex-
change at their value, Whither* “OM
Friend” would this line of reasoning
lead us? Inte a sea of confusionm, 1
venture to say. As for taves, well,
make your owa roads and educate your
own children in some other way and
pocket the laxes you now pay and
wateh yourself grow rich.

Yes, I have scen wealth drawn out
as well as into the country via the rall-
roads, and have helped produce some
of it, and though I at one time indulged
in all kinds of fancied causes for the
farmer’s hardships, such as paying too
much for the jmplements I used, and
petting too little for my produce, yet
it was not until I got in touch with tho
Socialist movement in B, C, that T at
last grasped the truth, and though 1
might continue to write ail night, 1
could not put my own view of the
farmer’s positlon under capitalism in
a plainer or more concise manner than
Com, Lestor has done in the last edi-
tlon. However, I am only & youngster
in the study of economics, and if my
reasoning s erroneous, by all means
come down on me heavily, and T wil
readily. admit my error when 1 am
shown ft, and profit thereby.

But to return. Yes, what ilttle the
smali farmer, with his crude tools, s

able to produce over and above what

far as his own interests are concerned.
That is the reason why he is throwing
off so much “hot air,” as some folks
call it; trying to get others to see
eye to eye with himsell, for he knows
that the only way to free himself is
to get the balance of his class to help
YWilm. That is the reason 1 am writing
this to the farmers.

It §s very necessary to get the farm-
ers educated in economics for they are
about 43 per cent of the population
and we need their help to frec onr-
selves, I wish to show the farmers
who read this, 1st that Soclalism is
not the horrible thing the capitalistic
press paint it to be. 2nd that the in-
terests of the farmers and the jndus-
trlal wage siaves are Identical 3rd
how Socialism can be ushered in by po-
litical action. 1st, Socialism does not
mezn dividing up, i alms to stop it.
The eapitalist does that when he
ecauses the products of iabor to be di-
vided up and he gets all that is left
after the laborers get what it costs
them to live, It is estimated that the
Inborer recelves abont one-fifth of the
wealth he and his class produces. So-
clalism Is not Anarchy, it is strictly
opposed to any man belng a law unto
himself, it alms to organize soclety in
the most democratic manner possible
so that every one can have the great-
est amount of personal liberty possi-
ble. Socialism s co-speration In its
truest sense; every worker should co-
operate with hils fellow, thereby elimi-
neting waste and obtaining the great-
est returns to the indivhiual, Social-
fsm stands for the abolitlon of wage
slavery and as soon as the workers are
ready to abollsh it they can do so by
potitical aetlon.

2nd, The interests of the farmers and
the Industrial wage slaves are identi-
cal. Labor power is a v and

cefved wages for his trouble.

Soclety produces everything, the
taflor, the clerk,' the schoolmistress
and every other useful worker helps
to rafse the produce of the farm, the
farmer helps to produce a suit of
clothes as muich as the tailor does, for
does he not help to raise sheep, and
does not the engine driver, fireman,
section men and a host of other work-
ers take Lhat wool to the woolen mills
and does not every other line of in-
dustrial workers ehter Into the bulld-
ing of that factory? When the farmer
has helped to raise the products of a
{arm, he has to have access to capl-
talistic properly to exchange these
products so that he ean get his pay out
of it and that §s where he is robbed to
@ frazzle. I doubt If a farmer gets as
much money per year to Hve on as the
steady workiug wage slave.

Secing that thero is practically uo
differcnce between the farmer and the
wage slave, it is up to the farmer to
study up what the wage slaves are
doing and get luto the game with them
and own the means of life collectively.
That is thelr only hope, if they would
study economlcs Instead of party poli-
tics they would cease votlng for poll
ticlans and would come out for a man
wh stands on the platform of “Labor
produces all wealth and to labor it
should belong.” The industrial slaves
have entered the political arena with
the idea of eventually selzing the reins
of government, aud if the revolt of
fabor grows in the next decade as it
has done In the last, it will bo up to
the farmers to take sldes, Will they
have learnt by then that, (as 1 have
shown) their Interests are identical
with the industrial workers and not
the capitallst class.

in by politleal action? There is at
present in the fleld a political party
calied the Soclallst Party of Canada
of which I am proud to be a member.
This party is the political expression of
reflex of the revolutionary workers. To
put this reflex Into action necessitates
their organization into locals of the
party then conventions can be held in
each constituency and candidates nomi-
nated to run in the elections, After
a majority of Soclallsts are elected to
the legislative halls they will put into
practice the piatform of the party.
C. W. SPRINGFORD

Kitscoty, Alta.

THE CLERGY.

Nearly all clergymen are tn hondage
to capitalism. They believe that cap-
itallst private property, based on the
labor of others, should be upheld and
malntzined. They Uelieve that capi-
talism with its aceumulation of wealth,
out of unpaid labor should continue.
They believe that wage slavery with
its accumulation of misery, agony of
toll, agony of the fear of want, {gunor-
ance, brutality and mental degrada-
tlon must continue also, and so they
give 1t a religlous consecration by the
worship of sorrow. Sociulists know
the secrct of free trade yet in Bug-
lish history we have a striking fllus-
tration of the clergymen being on the
side of tiie ruling class.

In 1846 a struggle for supremacy was

on between the aristocratic landlords
and the commercial middie class. The
whole of the established Church of
Engiand was in hondage to the IHigh
Tory Party.
The Rev. Thos. Spencer, uncle of
Spencer the philosopher, (W ith onc ex-
ception) was the only clergyman out
of 15,000, who voted for the repeal of
the corn laws,

He was the only one out o! all these
thousands who contended that the
people of l-,nghn(l lllOnl]) poor, should
not be o buy corn at high

sells in the market at so much per
hour, day or year, like so much wheat,
pigs, etc, and, on the average, the cost
of praduction, or in other words, what
it costs the slaves to produce more
labor power and furnish the market
with more slaves to take thelr places
when thrown on the Industrial scrap
plle. Somstimes supply and demand
comes Into the price, viz, when there
is more labor than laborers the price
goes up and vice-versa, Farmers of
the west are now organizing them-
selves on the economie field. Al the
permanent good they will do them-
selves Is to learn that the powers that
be whil take no more notice of their
demande (han they did of the trades
unfon demunds. Farmers have an
Idea that some day they will becoma
capitalists, that is the reason why they
hold aloof from the wage 'slave. Some

of them are waking up to the fact

prices to enrich r‘ngllsh landlords.

He was a tee-to-taller when the tem-

perance movement was looked upon
as a subtle form of Atheism. In these
days it would be difficult to find
many of our black sheep who are So-
clalists.
The other day a Soclalist came into
collislon with a Doctor of Divinity,
president of a Moral end Social Ie-
form l.eague. Citizens had been in-
vited to discuss the matter and the
Soctalist was giving his opinion when
up jumps the P. D; and protested vig-
orously against the Socialist Deing
heard. The Socialist Ignored the D. D.
but the chalrman appeated to the meet-
ing and the Soglalist was voted down.
The D. D. by his attijude implied
Aiviaity and Soclalis ¢ cpposed o
each other. He fmpled—O my kind
Christian friends, do be careful.

However we see, in the past, divin.

3rd, How can Soclalism bo ushered:

?".18 It not because you long
to be free, and becauso you are clothed
in such shoddy, and rags yourself; and
your wife and family also? ‘Then
why don't ¥ou study up Soclallsm and
leatn how all mankiod can become as
free, and as -beautlful, and sing as
sweel love-songs s those birds,
.

Some comrades are ecratching thelr
manes and wondering where the farm
er gets robbeq,

The farmer s no different from any
other ‘Iaborer (that js of course the
working farmer and not the capltalist
farm owner). The ordinary laborer
sells only his labor power, or surrend-
ers it In return for the opporlunity to
Inbor all day and keep cnough values
out of his day’s tabor to reproduce his
Iabor power; the working farmer sim-
ply does the same thing, only he has a

must read you ‘boo

figires. \srll!en nll overiit, 'm;e A
dience - won't 'understatid'-the figures.
but- will'get'a deéep lmpresslon of- you
scholarship.-* Tell -thém that’ as sod
as_we have a majority. of thevoters
we are goibg 1o’ take ‘over the meais
ef production by buying out the trusts.
It you try:to explain the clss slmg
gle, tell the audiénce that it 1s d kiown
fact to the best of your knowledge, ‘It
you ask the boss for mjore wages and ;"
hie 13 not willlng te digipand-you are’
forced to go on strike, that 15 the ¢las
struggle pure and simple.  Make your:
closing - remarks " pathetio - with - your’
hands.and eyes Hited upward (if pos:.
slble make the slgn of the crogs), -
Well, Mae,, I hope you wiil glve oup
organizers’ somo pointers on. this. For:. -
instance, Gribble would cut a good fige .
ure by conducting his lectures in this
manner. i, ELMER.

s e’e
A gaod opportunity . to securo’ a set

permanent job at one place called
“hiz farm.” He, like the worker In
other llnes {s merely instrumental in
the production of commodities. After
these leave his hands they go through
many more hands before they are pro-
duced. The farmer merely produces
his Jabor power and gets out of his
work enough to reproduce that labor
power, P. ROSOMAN

LINGOLN, ILL,

I heard a lecture on Soclalism here
the other day, delivered by F. W. Ries, |,
Toledo, In describing the future So-
cialistic state he has Dellamy beaten
to a frazzle, I would like our organiz-
ers up in Conada to take a few points
from Rles in the art of lecturing, In
the first place, have the chafrman,
when he Introduces you, tell the audi-
enco what university turned you out,
how much you gave to the cause in

hard cash, how mwuch ‘you ave
going to glve In the [future,
etc., ete.  Then i you happen

to be the author of a book, start
right In to spout about your book, Tell
the audience that tie book oxplains So-
clallsm from A. to Z. and that lt they
want to i they

of the Library of Original Sources for . .;
$45.00, cash, - regular "~ price,  $64.00
Owner obliged to sell. “Apply at Clar-
fon Office, B

L .

Sub llst for the week:
Local Ymir, B. C........
Gordon Brown, Victoria
C. M, O'Brien.......ov0iy
J. Thomsoh, Medlcing Hat, Bundle &'
F. J. Stroud, Toronto
“Smith,” Vaucouver .,
.\l. Stafford, S, Weitington
Q. Beagtle, Calgary.
A. Taylor, Toronto ......
+ G, McCalium, Ottawa
K Johnson, Montreal,
D. A, McLean, Calgary.
Local Reglnn,. Card and Bundio
Local Brandon +++.0.Bundle

e

1300 19D 88 €3 €O 63N DT -3

Singles.
G. Waples, Steelton, Ont.; D. Coch-

rane, Giace Hay, N. Walter Men- = -t
zies, Haddington, Sask.; H. Jones, Se-. " * °
attle; J. T. Trather, Penticton, B. c..
H. Cherry, Claxton, B, C.; H. T. Bae-
{able, Brandon, Man,; Com Trebett, 8.
‘Vancouver; A, HIl, Sllllwaler, B. C;
H. Walton, Ruskin, I. C.; Mrs, Alien,
Fernle, B. C.; J. Johnson, Enderby, B.- !
C.; T. Derrill, City, "

OVER 65 YEARS'
EXPERIENCE
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PRIGE LIST OF LITERATURE

lesued by the Dominlon Executlve . =~
Gommittee

“Slave of the Farm,” or “Proleta.
rian in l’ollths," to locals subscribing
to the publishing fund, $1.00 per 100;
to others, 23c per dozen,

“Socialism and Unfonism,” to locals
subscribing to the publishing fund,
$1.00 per 100; to others, 25¢ per dozen.
“The Struggle for Existence,” to lo-
cnls subscribing to the publishing
fund, $1.00 per 100; to others, 25¢ per
dozen,

“Value, Price and Profit,” to sub-
seribers to publishing fund, $2.00 per
100; to otliers, 30c per dozen.
“Socialism, Revolution and Interna-
tionallsm,” to subscribers to publishing
fund, $8.00 per 100; to others, 75¢ per
dozen.

PROPAGANDA
MEETING

Empress
Theatre

Sunday, March
26

LOCAL VANCOUVER RNO. 1
PRICE LIST OF LITERATURE.

Capital, Vol. 1, 1), 111, Karl Marx,

$2.00
.ewis Morgan $1.50
Six Centurles ot Work and Wages,

Thorold Rogers .. . 200
Woman Under Soclalism, Bebel.. 1.00
Essays on the Materialist Concep-

tion of History, Labrlalo..
Socialism snd Philosophy, Lnbrl-

L veeraens 100
Positive Oulcume of l‘hllusophy
Dletzgen ........... verearasss 100

Philosophical Essays, Dlelzgen... 1.00
Soclalism and Modern Sclence,
Earico Ferrl covivaiienens erees 100
Evolution Soclal and Organie, Ar-
thur M. Lewis ...
Vital Problems in Socfal Evolu-
tion, Arthur M. Lewls 50
‘The above works will be sent post-
patd to any part of Canada. This I8
anly a selectlon of our stock and al-
most any bound work in  Chas, H.
Kerr's catalogue can bo had, Orders
to be addressed Davld Galloway, 2248
Main St., Vancouver.

50

T0 HOUSEKEEPERS

doing your cooking with a

{ostalling the gas pipes,

\ q1f you would like to spend less time in your kitchen
and woodshed, and have much more time for outdoor
life, recreation and pleasure, look into the question of

Telephoue your address to our office and we will send & man
to ricasure your prcuuscs and give you an estimnte of cost of

Gas Range.

Vancouver Gas Company, Limited.
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THE WESTERN CLARION, VANCOUVER, BRITISH CULUMBIA.

THE INCEPTION OF SLAVERY

So far removed in the dim past is the period of human
“d ious to the of slavery that it
has left litile hlslonc trace beyond the scattered remains of; i
primitive handiwork that have been unearthed from time to

*_time, and any conception of that peried would be almost

impossible were it not for ils present day survivals—the
Taces yet existing in a state ef primitive savagery.

By piecing together the information derived from a
study. of these races, with what can be gathered or guessed
from the prehistoric remains, such knowledge as we have
on the subject has been attained.

The characteristic that marks the ante—slavery period
fiom ours is the non-existence of property in the lrue sense
of the word. Personal possessions the primitive savage has,
such as his weapons and his dwelling, but the resources of

. the earth, being free of access to all, are the property of
" none. For property is not so much the assertion of the claim

of the individual as owner as a denial of the claim of all
others to ownership.

THE ECONOMICS OF SAVAGERY.

The economics of this period are as simple and crude

While the savage is living by fishing and hunting he
'has little leisure for the pursuit of knowledge. All his lime
is taken up with the economic problem, how to provide for
his wants.

When, however, the agricultural stage is reached, and
it becomes possible for an individual to live upon the fruits
of another's labor, society becomes divided into two classes,
the slaves and their masters, the working class and the leisured
class. This master class then has leisure to turn its atten-
tion to other things besides its immediate necessities.

Upon this basis the civilizations of the ancient world
were built. Upon the labor of slaves Babylon upraised her
temples and gardens, Egypt her pyramids and tombs, Greece
her colonades and statvary. The armies of Xerxes and
Hannibal, the mighty empire of Rome, were all maintained
out of the surplus product of vast armies of chattel slaves,

Built thus upon the backs of toiling millions, empire
after empire arose, altained its zenith and crumbled to decay,
some of them leaving scarce a trace to mark their place in
history. The course of each one was in many respects sim-
ilar, and for the reason that they were slave civilizations.
of rude husbandi

ing as an i
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as its tools, but are nevertheless worthy of as,
owing to that very simplicity, they afford a clearer concep-
tion of the fact that labor is the determining factor in com-
paring the values of articles, a fact of supreme importance
to the Socialist conception. :
Production under savagery differs from that of today
in being hand production instead of machine, and individual
instead of social production. That is to say, each asticle

duced is leted by one individual instead of being,

i as it is today, lhe result of the toil of a whole army of work-

ers, each one doing a little to it. Furthermore, under
savagery, ariicles are produced for use; under capitalism,
for profit.

The elimination of these three factors—social produc-
tion, machinery, and profit—reduces economics to their
simplest form.

‘What exchange, or barter, of articles would take place
under savagery would be carried on clearly upon the basis
of the labor involved in producing the tive articles.
‘Thus a savage wiching to barter, say, omaments for weapons,
would exchange them upon the basis of the labor it would
cost him to produce either. He would know how long it
took him to make the ornaments, and he would have a pretty
good idea how many of the weapons he could make in the
same 'lime, and would therefore insist on just so many in
exchange for his ornaments. To accept any less would be
foolish, as he would be beiter off to make them himself.
And, be it noted, that this standard of value has endured

 through all the succeeding changes in lh: methods of pro-
" duction”and exchange.

The resources of the carth have no value, a fact which
is quite clear under savagery, but obscured under capitalism
by the fact that they are bought and sold on the strength of
their potentialities. It is only when -the hand of labor is
applied to the natural resources to convert them into articles

usable by man, that anything of value is created.

“THE PASSING OF SAVAGERY.

"The primitive savage’s method of life is predatory. He
lives by hunting and fishing, and upon wild fruits and rools.

- Such-a-method of life is, at any time, precarious and be-

comés more so with the increase of population and the con-
sequent restriction of the tribal hunting grounds. As time
goes on the savage is.driven to domesticate animals and to
cultivate the soil in order that his means of life may be more

~ certain.  Once this becomes general, the way to slavery is

open,

‘The primitive savage kills his enemies on the battlefield
~—perhaps eats them. He has no incentive to make them
captive, as it would only mean so many more mouths to-feed,
He cannot even compel them to maintain themselves by send-
ing them to hunt, as, cbviously, they would escape.

But with the cultivation of the soil it becomes at length
possible for an individual to produce more than is necessary
for his own keep. It then becomes well waorth while to make
captives. They can be compelled to toil in the fields and
produce for their masters; their escape can be prevented by
armed guards. So properly, the slave and the soldier make
their advent upon the scene of events together, never to leave
it till -they leave it together—when the slaves shall emanci-
palte:themselves.

A COMPARISON.

Be it noted that the slave of old ioiled in his master’s
fields and the fruits of his toil belonged to his master, and
that the worker of today toils in his master’s factory or farm,
and the fruits of his toil belong to his master. The slave of
old received for his toil encugh for his own subsistence, just
what the worker of today receives at the best. The slave
was ‘bought and sold bodily and, being so much invested
wealth, was more or less well cared for whether he worked
or not. The worker of today sells himself from day to day,
and, being a “freeman™ and nobody’s property. nobody is

" under any obligation to care for him or 1o feed him when

there is no work for him to do. The slave was generally
an unwilling slave, but the worker votes for a continuance
of his servitude. His freedom lies in his own hands, but he
refuses to be free. Which is the baser slave?

their until, becoming great, and having
overcome all dangerous rivals the masters degenerate into a
mere horde of paraslles living upon the ever-increasing
product of their slaves,' Wealth tends ever to accumulate
into the hands of the most wealthy, and, as the wealthy
become fewer the slaves become more numerous, until the
disproportion becomes so great that the wealthy few, with
all their Juxuri travagance and wasteful are no
lIonger able to consume the velume of wealth, and there
are more slaves than employment can be found for. As
the slave thus becomes of little value his condition b

The noble became a-mere parasite upon sociely; feisdalism
ran its course as other forms of society had done. It was
dying when the invention of the steam engine gave it ifs
death blow.

That invention threw wide the doors of opporiunily to
society’s new masters, the townsmen or bourgeoisie, Here-
tofore the production of articles of commerce had beeh car-
ried on by hand. The town worker was a craftsman who
learnt his trade by a long apprenticeship, who, when he
became a journcyman. worked by the side of his master, and
had reasonable hopes of becoming himself a master. The
tools of production were yet so primitive as to be swithin
the purchasing power of the thrifty workman. Land alone
was the sacred property of the ruling class.

The coming of the steam-driven engine changed all
this. The hand tool grew step by step into the gigantic set
of machines we know loday. Ownership of the tools of
production became more and more of an impossibility for
the worker. The master workman left the bench for the
office; the foreman took his place. The factory called for
more labor—cheaper labor. The capitalist turned profit-
hungry eyes on the brawn of the agricultural districts, Serf-
dom stood in the way, so serfdom was abolished. The serf
was freed from his bondage to the land that he might take
on a heavier yoke, that of the factory. The factory needed
not brains, but “hands."”  The hands of the country yokel,
of his wife, and of his children, would serve equally as well
as those of the skilled crafisman. No apprenticeship was|
needed, no training. Only “hands™ with hungry stomachs|
attached. The serf was not only freed from the Jand, he
was driven off it by the closing in of the commons and by
other measures, The freeing of the serfs was no humanl-
tarian measure, Greed d greed all its §
motive.

THE NEW SLAVERY.

more and more precarious and miserable. Society is no
longer able to provide for the wants of the useful portion
of it, and, there being no possibility, at the time, of any new
form of society to take its place, the slave civilization perishes,
its extinction as a general rule being hastened by the inroads
of some younger and more virile race.

The fall of the decadent Roman empire marked the
dawn of a new era. For thousands of years chattel slavery
had béen the only form of slavery. In endless rotation
civilizations founded upon that basis had succeeded one an-
other, but now, at last, conditions were sipe for a change
for which these cycles of chattel slavery had been but a
preparation.

The drying out of the uplands of Asia displaced the
population of that continent, and a great westward migra-
tion commenced. Coth, Frank, Vandal and Hun swept
wave on wave across Europe. Before the inrush of these
rude barbarians, Rome, already tottering, could not stand.
Gnawing at her vitals.was the old disease common to all
slave civilizations—"'where wealth accumulates and men
decay.””  The wealth of Rome had concentrated into the
hands of a very small percentage of her population; the
number of slaves was greatly out of all proportion to the
masters; their productivity beyond even the wasting capacily
of the dissolute Roman patricians. Roman society had
reached the brink of destruction. The barbarians had but
to push it over,

THE INSTITUTION OF FEUDALISM.

Western Europe, !nrmuly one great foxcsl. had now

become popul The i races d with
the former inhabitants who had, under Roman rule, been
reduced to some sembl of order. Conditions became so
settled that it was no longer easy for a slave to escape. It
was no longer necessary to own and guard him. There-
fore, gradually, a new system of slavery evolved. The slave
was attached to the land; he became a serf. His master
was now the owner of the land—the lord. The serf toiled
on his lord’s land, producing wealth for him, in return for
which he was permitted to toil in his own behalf upon a
piece of land set apart for that purpose. The wealth he
thus produced was just sufficient to meet his necessities o
that he might continue to live and produce more wealth for
his lord.
The difference between the chattel slave and the serf
is more one of form than of reality. Each produced the
wealth that maintained both himself and his master. Each
received of that wealth only sufficient, at the best, to main-
tain him in good working condition. While the chattel slave,
being generally bought, represented so much cash laid out,
and was therefore worth taking a certain amount of care of,
the personal welfare of the serf was a matter of litle concern
to the lord beyond that it was to the lord's interest to protect
him from otiier robbers in order that he himself might get
the full benefit of the serf's labor. The reason erfdom
displaced chattel slavery was that it was a more economical
and less troublesome method of exploiting the workers. The
point best worth remembering about the feudal system is
that the serf worked a part of his, time for himself and the
rest of his time for his lord, much as the worker today works
a part of his working day producing his own wages and the
rest of the time producing profit for his employer.

THE PASSING OF FEUDALISM.

It had taken several thousands of years of chattel
slavery to prepare the way for serfdom. And it took sev-
eral of feudalism 1o prepare the way for a new

To sum up, the savage came upon the scene
with power to labor, which he applied to the natural re-
sources, and produced for himsel{ wealth—articles of use
to him. The chattel slave was owned by a master, who
compelled him to apply his labor-power to the natural re-
sources, and took the wealth he produced. The worker of
today sells his labor-power 1o an employer, to whom belongs

form of sociely—capitalism—the kemnel of which already
existed in the feudal society. While the agricultural districts
were under the sway of the nobility, the towns and cities of
the Middle Ages were, to a certain extent, frec from their
domination. Here were congregated the merchants, artisans
and handicraftsmen, whose interests were at all limes more
ic to those of the land-barons, who naturally

the wealth produced by the application of that labor-p
THE SLAVE EMPIRES.

It is noticeable that those people among whom slavery
of one sort or another-does not exist are not very far advanced
in the anis and sciences. This would point to the fact that
slavery is essential to human progress, and such is actually
the case.

. Jor less

sought to place restrictions on the manufacture and market-
ing of the city prod This g was

d{march of

The ditions of the new form of slavery that has
taken the place of serfdom, and now is the form prevailing
throughout the “civilized™ world, are somewhat different
from the old. .

As has been pointed out before, the essence of en-
slavement is that one man should be compelled to work for
others, and surrender to them the product of his toil. Wage-
slavery, the present form of servitude, fulfils this condition
exactly as much as did chattel slavery or serfdom. The
workers of today have not an atom of claim upon the wealth
they produce. That is sufficiently self-evident to call for
no proof! And while they may not be actually compelled
to work for any given master, they must work for some
master. They are therefore slaves in the proper sense of the
word. And, indeed, the conditions of their servitude are
in the main more severe than they were under the previous
forms of slavery. They are exploited of more wealth—
that is to say, the masters obtain from their labor greater re-
turns than did the masters under any other form of slavery.
In fact, were it not so, the other forms would be now in
existence. But no feudal serf or chattel slave can compete
with the modern wage slave at slaving. Moreqver, while in
favored trades and in favored localities, the modern worker
may lead a more or less tolerable existence, the misery and
suffering prevailing in populous centres today aré undeniabl

became mere actes of charrcd and lndeous stu e
merce pierced all ins, fath 4 all seas,  all:
lands, disturbing the age-long leep of hcrmx peoplu that
they might buy her wares. Capital spxcad ils tentacles over
all the world. Everywhere its voice was heatd; crying
*“Wotk, work, work,” to the workers; “Buy, buy, buy,"”
alt the peoples. . .

THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF CAPITALISM,

Ages of chattel slavery were necessary to break ground
for feudali ries of feudalism to prepare the way for,
capitalism. In a dozen decades capitalism has brought " us
to the threshold of Socialism. :

Capitalism has done a great work, and done it thot-
oughly. It found the workers, for the rgost part, an‘ignorant,
voiceless peasant horde. It lgvcs them an - organized
proletatian army, industrially intelligent, and becoming polit:
ically intelligent; it found them working individually arid/
with litle co-ordination: it has made thein work collectively |
and scientifically, It has abolished their individuality and
reduced their labor to a social average, levelling their differ-}
ences, until today the humble ploughman is a skilled laborer
by comparison with the meére human automata that weavé
cloths of intricate pattern and forge steel of fine lempcr. In
short, it has unified the working class. ’

It found the means and methods of production crude,
scattered and ill-ordered, the private property of individuals.
very often of individuals who theriselves took a part in pro-|
duction; it leaves them practically one giganlic machine of}
wealth production, orderly, highly productive, economical o4
labor, closely inter-related-—the collective property of '
class, and of a class wholly unnecessary to preduction, g
class whose sudden extinction would not affect (he specd 0
one wheel or the heat of one furmace.

It found the eatth large, with communications difficult,
divided into nations knowing little or nothing of one another,
with prairies unpopulated, forests untred, mountains un-
scaled; it has brought the ends of the carth within speaking
distance of one another, has ploughed the prames. hewe
down the forests, tled :the d. al
regions, developed all resources; it has largely broken down!
all boundaries, except on maps; it has given us an inter-
national capitalist class with interests in all lands on the one
hand, on the other, an international -working class with a
common interest the world over.

THE PASSING OF CAPITALISM.

Avistotle, with something akin to prophetic vision, laid
own the axiom that slavery was necessary until the forces'
of Nature were harnessed to the uses of Man, This has
now been accomplished and the necessily for slavery is past. B
Armed with the modern machinery of production, with steam,
electricity and water power at their command, the workers;
a fraction of sociely, can produce more than all society can
use or waste—so much more, that periodically the very
wheels of production are clogged with the superabundnnce
of wealth, and industrial stagnation prevails.

In the throer of just such a peried we now find ourselves,-
and of one that promises to attain suth proportions as to
seal the doom of capitalist society. At the very heyday of

perity, industry suddenly became d. The wheels

to

worse than could have been in existence under the old-forms
of slavery at their worst, for the reason that the masters of
old were, o a certain extent, interested in the welfare of their
slaves, having, directly or indirectly, a property interest in
them. The modern master, on the other hand, has no such
interest in his slaves. He neither purchases nor owns them.
He merely buys so much labor-p physical
just as he buys electric power for his planl
represents to him merely a hine capable of d
a given quantily of labor-power. When he does not need
labor-power he simply refrains from buying any. -

Wage slavery is the most satisfactory form of slavery
that has ever come iato existence, from the point of view of
the masters. It gives them all the slaves they require, and
relieves them of all responsibility in the matter of their hous-
ing, feeding and clothing.

The capitalist class had humble enough beginnings.
Its were the b literally of the
Middle Ages. A part of the feudal society, they were yet,
in a way, apart from it. They were neither nobles nor
serfs, but a species of lackeys to the nobility. From them
the noble obtained his clathing and the gay trappings of his
horse; they forged his weapons and his armour, built his
castles, loaned him money. He stood to them in the rela-
tion of a consumer, and, as a consumer, he legislated, de-
fining their markets, prohibiting them from enhancing prices,
enacting that wages should not exceed certain figures, insist-
ing that goods should be of such and such a quality and
texture, and be sold at certain Tixed prices.

Naturally these restrictions were little to the taste of
the bourgeoisie, As trade and commerce increased .they
found these conditions less and less tolerable. As they grew
in wealth and influence they became less and less inclined
to tolerate them. In England they had joined with the
nobles to weaken the king, and with the king to weaken the
nobles, Finally they broke the power of both. In the name
of freedom they crushed feudalism. But the’freedom they
sought was a frecdom that would permit them to adulterate
goods, that would allow the workers lo leave the land and
move where the factories needed them, their wives, and their
children.

While in other lands the course of the bourgeols revo-
lution was somewhat different than in England, the result
was the same._In France, for instance, the revolution was
pent up for 0 “long a period that when it burst forth it
deluged the Jand in blood, through which the people waded,
bearing banners inscribed “Liberty, Equality, Fratemity,”
1o a new order wherein Liberty, Equality and Fraternity
swere the last things possible.

Once freed from the fetters of feudalism the onward
italism became a mad, headlong rush, Every-

8y
The worker

by the discovery of America and of the Southwest Passage
to the Orient, and the consequent expansion of Imde.

where mills, factories and furnaces sprang up. Their smoke
and fumes tumned fields once fertile ~nd Dopulous into deso-

As the wealth and power of the d
that of the nobility d d. Thei of g 1

sealed the fate of the mail clad knlshls and thelr chwalry.

late, uninhabitable wastes; their refuse poisoned and pol-
luted the rivers until they stank to Heaven. Earth’s bowels

of industry came to a standstill. The furnaces cooled off,
smoke ceased to belch forth to the skies, the belts ceased
their eternal round over the pulleys. The workers, from 8
being worked to the limit of their endurance, found them--
selves unexpectedly without work at all, and scon without
means of subsistence. Not here and there alone, but every-
where where capitalism roles, from all quarters comes the
same lale. Famine-stricken where food is plenty; ill clad’
where clothing lacks not; shelterless among empty houses;
by of fuel; where the car-
wheels rust.  And ever the tale growsl There is no prom-
ise of alleviation, but rather portents of worse to come,

Sociely can no longer feed itself. When the sacicties &
of old could no longer feed themselves they perished. And
capitalist sociely is about to perish. A revolution is at hand!
Another leap in the process of evolution] Society has grown
too big for its shell. It must burst that shell and step forth
a new sogiely.

The means of wealth production are the collective {
property of the capitalist class, The operation of these
means of wealth production is the collective function of the
working class. The working class, working together, preduce 3
all wealth. The capitalists, owning the means of production,
own all the product. They allow the working class, when
working, sufficient, on the average, for their subsistence~—~just
what the slave owner allowed his slaves, what the feudal
lord allowed his serfs. But when the worker of today is
not working he is allowed nothing except freedom to starve, '
He is the worst kind of a slave. . K

What stands between him and his emancipation is the ’
collective ownership of the means of production by the °
capitalist class. If the means of production were the col-
leclive property of the working class that collectively oper-
ates them, the product would also be the collective property 7§
of that class, and the workers would be able to individually -
consume the wealth they collectively produced. 'They would
not need to be hungry, homeless, ragged, shivering outcasts.
The world is theirs for the taking. Presently they will be
compelled to take it. Manr cannot be equalled in endurance
by any animal, but even his endurance has a limit. When
that limit is reached capitalism will be at an end; its mission
will have been accomplished to the final-touch.

The cconomic problem, which to solve slavery had
arisen, will have been solved. Laber shall step forth free
at last from its acons of bondage. Man shall be master of
his own desliny, able with little effort to produce all that his

cart desires, and with ample leisure 1o enjoy the fruits of his
handiwork and the legacies of time. The earth shall be his
and the fullness thereof. The forces of Nature his to com-
mand. The Giant Machine his tireless servitor. Speed the
ay.

While, on the industrial field, the workers have been
steadily losing ground, a new alignment of the forces has
been taking place. The battle is shifting from the industrial
to the political field. Here it becomes a class struggle. No

were riven for her mineral hoards. Green flourishing forests

{Continued fn Next Issue)




