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A N POINTERS
FOR DOOR PEOPLE

.

The Old Timer Makes Two Discoveries--A Cause and

a Remedy.

Bill, the oldtimer, had returned
from_o long trip back to Ontario and
was sedfed In his log shack some three]
mifes back of the seitlement.” Thé
snow was falling and the wind was
moanlng through the fir trees up on
the mountaln. Supper was over and
the shack made tldy. Bill put a couple
of blocks of wood In the heater, pushed
the beans to the back of the cook
stove, and then settled down for a
smoke.

Suddenly a coyote began to howl

and Blll's dog got up, barked and.out.

growled, and went to the door. At the
sight of the dog’s short ,stubby tafl,
R, the oldtimer, began to mutter.
“What a queer expressfon! Everyone
1 met back east was saying #t. Every-
one arounid here in the west is saying
it except the politicians and grafters.
Tt is true enough, too, and anyone can
tell what It means. 1 keep saying over
and over again: There always seems
fo Ye. soniething that keeps the rnb-
bit's tafl short.”

Bill got up and began to pace up and
down the shack, thinking hard. He
had begun to ask himself what it was
that keeps the working class poor. He
thought "of all the reasoms he had
heard, but Bll) had a clear set of bralns
and could follow a trafl with*the next
mali, and he found that each reason
had a trail that ran fnto the bush and
then played out. Bill was not satis-
fied, but it was late, so he rolled into
his bunk and slept.

Next afternoon he went down to the:

postoffice. 'The storekeeper was just
saying’ to Fnrmer Oateley: “Yes,
that’s right, there always scems to be
mmemlng that keeps the rabbit’s tail
short.” DMl spoke up and asked If
cither of them knew what it was, but
the old bum reasons were all they
knew. Just then Middleton, a young
rancher, came in and said: “There's
a méeting on in the schoolhouse to-
night.. Didn’t know till a few minutes
ago. Stay in with me, Bill, and yon'll
hear the apswer 10 that question.”

So Bl went to the meeting. The
speaker was not long in telling the
crowd that he was a Socialist and he
hit the trafl that Bill was looking for
in a few minutes. He spoke much s
follows:

This Is the capitalist system under
which we are living. The capitalist
class went into politics and when thes
got control they Invented tne capitv
system by making {t lawful for any one
to hire other men for wages and to
make a profit out of their labor. Look
pronnd you. Everything you zec n
this school house was made by buman
tabor applied to the raw materials of
the earth, All the clothing, food and
shelter, all the railroads, mills and
factories and the whole wealth of this
world was maile by the working class.
In return for all this they get wages
or in the case of the farmer a smail
part of what his product seills for on
the market. The wages jhat are paid
will only keep a family golng pro-
viding nothing happens to crop up
but as you sll know there Is always
something Lhat crops up like sickness,
unempioyment or & ralse In rent. La-
bor power i3 a commodity, something
that is bought and €old on the market.
A commodity sells for what is costs to
produce it. You might say it don't
cost $6.00 a day to produce a brand of
labor power called bricklaying, but you
must remember that a bricklayer don't
work all year. There may be some that
get more work than others but it 15 the
brand of labor power as a whole, not
as Individuals that I mean. If they
cannot get the price of their Iabor pow-
er they have to go out of business,
The wages pald for any brand of labor
power represent just what it costs to
produce that brand, Of course there
are  men who can live on less than
others and who make thelr wives and

G Ukewlss, DBy starving both

kids d

2 body. 2nd braln these few indlviduals

may put a Mttle in the bank but this {s
offsét by some other who - requires
more than the avérage and who is In

debt so I make beld to.say that taking
this audicnce that what you owe and
what you have will break even at
nothing for the whole bunch.

The capitallst class do not want you
10 te prosperous for the reason that ff
¥ou were , you would not work for
them and the next man that comes
round shouting prosperity at you re-
member that he means that the capit-
allst class i8 simply getting rich at the
expense of you farmers and wage
eartiers. Stick a fork in it and cut it
It you want prosperity go into
poiltics and invent your own system.
Make it unlawful for any man to make
profit out of another and then you
won't be saying that there always
seems to be something that keeps the
rabblt’s, tall short.

TAQUB

influence and general training. . Their
virtues are ‘seen every working ‘day.
’l‘hey hold a firm regard. for ail. that
is Istic of a true

and, therefore, colton -land (s pros-
perous.”

Fine, Is It not?" One conahnt round
of pleasiire. Walt (l1'the lahd- shark
brings out & victlm to:purchass my
stumpranch. Then-will 1 maké myself
scarce, Hke a thlef.in the night { wilt
disappear from.the lucallly,»s‘bmewhnt
to the annoyance of my créeditors..:I
will hte me to ““Cotton Land,” apply for
a ‘position fn oné.of these halls of
mirth, associate with the neatly dress-
ed glrls and bright little boys and pass
the remainder of my 2ays in uuallond
bliss.

A. J.

DESMOND AT SUMMERLAND"

The following fs takeil from a re-
markably fair report of a meeting re-
cently held In Summerland, B. C.
After a few Introductory sentences the
report is as follows:

On the merits or otherwise of this
system of economic reform (Socialist)
we wlll say nothing; but we do think
that {t would do many people good fo
learn what sociallsm really Is. Sonie

THE PLEASURES OF THE PROLE-
TARIAT,

Bpeaking of the delfication of work,
to use a favorite expression of Com-
rade Desmond, I was recently reading
a Church magazine when I camo’ across
a very delightful article entitled,
“Cotton-land,” which gave an Interest-
Ing insight into the lives of the fac-
tory workers of Laucashive, politing
out thelr many advantages and enjoy-
ments and conveying the Impresslon
that thelr Hves are one constant round
of pleasure, These cotton-workers are
somewhat hoggish in thelr love of
pleasure, for “work” aud “pleasure”
arc interchangeable terms zccording
to our erudite scribe. They insist on
belng aroused from their slumbers at
5 a.m., rnd gentlemen who arve termed
“knockers-up” awaken the workers at
this early hour. “These knockers-up
are sturdy men who arouse ihelr
clfents from’ the sweet slumbers of
dreamland and bid them prepare for

it, yet not knowlng what they
condemn, ° .
Following -a few brlef introductory
remarks, Organlzer Desmond spoke for
over an hour on “The History of the
Working Ciass”” He explalned that
previous to the division of soclety Into
the worklng a&nd the mnon-working
classes, a state of primitlve commun.
fsm prevalled, All things were in com-
mon. Nelther the natural resources
nor the tools of production were anv.
one individual’s property, but the com-
mon possesgion of all. Tho first de-
parture from these conditlons came
with the intreduction of foyged labor,
chlefly by prisoners of war, These
captlves were enstaved; that Is, they
were made to work .of the primary
benefit of others. And It was along
these two lines that humanity con-
tinued to develop. All down through
history, anclent, mediaeval and mod-
ern, labor had uadoubtedly played the
greatest part. By it civlllzation had
been built up, and, in many cases torn
down. Rome, for {nstance, fell through

the {nstrunentality of the very people
she had enelaved, And- although re:
béllfon and revolt had :marked the
path of this unjust labor forclng sys-
tem, it yet remsained for the workers
of today to finally overthrow it, and
substituté thelr system of economic
equality.—Summerland Review.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,

He sat down and thought in_silence—

A worn out working plug,

With ,me‘nuﬂ effort deep, intense,

Starled to use his common sense,
And siw he'd been a mug.

He “thought, now when I was a child,
Thiz dopo was handed me:

Te meek aré blest, likewise the mild,

And lessons similar begulled

My sight, lest I should see.

When I grew up and left the school

(1 left It very young),

The times were hard, hunger the rule,

1 bore jt though ke a good mule,
And always held my tongue.

In course of time I took a wife,

Like any other man,

And i the bliss of marrled life,

Forgot awhile my work and slrlfe,
But trouble sdon began, :

A few short years of happiness,
And then I lost my wife—
She couldn’t stand the strain
stress
As wo both strove to gain access
To a common means of life,

and

The weary years that pas't since then
1 hate to recollect.

1 merely now take up the pen

That 1, might show to other men
Just how my life was wrecked,

This is not just the only case
But ene out of a mass,
And cvery natfon, every raée,
Contain those men whose hearts 50
base,
Deal misery to our class,

Get wise you suckers, Oh! get wise,

Surely you've had enongh,

If you'd start thinking, rub your eyes,

You'd see the bullcon and the lies,

And choke them with thelr gufl.
—CHAS. ¥. HOLMES,

the dax’'s toll. The b covers
two or three miles every morning ex-
cept Sunday. He purchases a good
strong pole and attaches to the end
thereof a bunch of umbrella ribs. With
these he batters the bedroom window
panes until he hears the response ‘all
right” He then moves on smartiy to
the next housé on the list.”

Needless to remark, the hour from
5 to 6 o'clock when the whistles blow
and the day’s fun begins, is one of
great enjoyment. After a luxurious
meal they board the street-cars which
are crowded with operatives “full of
fun and frolic, light hearted and eager
for the spinning-room and the weaving
shed. Little boys and gitls go forth
munching their butter-cakes as a sweet
morsel while- they debate on the
humble duties which await them.”

“It the morning be dark the sight is
unfque. Huge bives of industry are
Iumined with incandescent lamps
from floor to roof. The white light
streams from a thousand windows; the
whirr of the wheels 18 heard; the fac-
tory gate is closed; the streets are
deserted; the cars cease running; and
the whole town {s for one brlef hour
still as midnight. The factory folks
have begun thelr day.” We are in-
deed sorry to note that the other
townspeople do not appreclate the
benefits of early rising. Poor devils,
they are 1yIng in bed while the factory
workers are having a great old Hime.

A fes paragraphs are devoted to the
deseription of the great cotton mills
or halis of mirth as the writer evi-
dently considers them, and he goes
on io state that the women and girls
are neatly dressed In garments befitt-
Ing thelr occupations. So are the lttie
boys, Again we quote our authorlty.
“They are smart little fellows. They
dress lightly owing to the high tem-
perature of the rooms, Bareheaded
and barefooted thoy pace the mule
room in shirt and trousers coverlng in
tho aggregate several milea per day.”
It i3 obvious that the attire of ihe
young ladles  must also be lighi sod
airy, neat, not gaud).

“These opeératives are most tespect-
able in every sense; and their intelll-

gence 3 extremely credliablo to home

Generally

They were 2 fairly nice looking bunch
of hogs, fat of course, but there were
other pens of hogs that looked about
as big and fat. But the .bunch refer-
red to won the prize. I don't like hogs
anyway and I could not see why that
particular bunch should receive speeial
notice. I remarked on it to a by-stand.
er and he looked awestricken, “why
they're the king’s, mon,” [ was some
surprised and it suddenly occurred to
me that perhaps that was the reason
why so many farmers were complain-
ing about there Leing no money fn
liogs, royal competition. The very idea
of a man, eryEcuse e, A superman
1ike the king, puddling around in aplg
pen (plg dung [s about the nastiest
kind of dung) when he don’t have to.

1 then walked over to look at a steer
that was attracting conslderable no-
tice. He was a nice enough looking
steer but I don’t see where he wes
worth $285.00. Being a steer he was,
of course, no good for breeding pur-
poses. P. Durns or Grifiln would not

Speaking

has a poodle but just supposing she did
have one. Another guestion. Should
an aglator for the S. I of C., begin
on tha hind or the steer, to impart an
economle, or rather a class education?

‘The relation between hind, hog, stecr
and poodle suggests. thoughts which

the reapers begin; ‘and the- fobs a
vanishing quantity. In this great and
glorious Canada of “ours,” stretching
in its wealth of minerals and cereals,
and fclcles” and human  barascles,
from the Atlantic to the Pacific; from
that jmaginary boundary lne where
our “Fair Sister of the North,” and
our “Fair sister of the South,” are
gnawlng the contentlous bone of ré-
ciproclty, to theNorth Pole, or the
remnant remalning thereof after the
1ate visitation- of the peddlers of gum-
drops, lectures and other marketable
ware-~not forgetting that power of
stockyard fragrance—in- thias land
flowing with mllk - and honey, this
bright particular star in the British
diadem (for full* particulars apply
Laurier, Asqulun & Co.), the peddlers
of that » labor-

more;—and - they not all” fools,
‘They. .are .the: real discontented:: ole-
ment in socle a" product™ of - the
system, and the undoubted lnstrument
of ts overthrow. - Education
ganization §& what they réquire. Wit
out class congclous knowledge they are
a menace to the movement; with: it,
they are one of the atrongest and most
aggressive factors for Sockalism,
GOUROCK.

MUDDLEHEADED E'N'r'r{usmsw

There are some indiiduals. of the:
workingclass who classify all struggles
as class. struggles and all:rovolutionss *
as working clasg revolutlons. " While ft. -

power, are having a glorlous old time.
Iu the streets-of par clties, and so-
called cities, they may be scen miean:
derlng around in thelr own pecultar
manner; or on the highways and.tha
tleways (the only “tics” they . ever

much, elther), and blanketrolis be

toam- the earth.

system; on the scent of the almighty
cent (dollars would bo too ambitious
these prosperous times).
The face of the country 18 as an open
book to then. Frem much and varfed
experlence they know her nooks and
crannies; her mountains and dales;
her ficlds and cigtes; her tles nnd box-
cars,
‘They talk glibly of towns thonsands
of mlles apart; of the corn-ficlds of
the South, the wheat-fields of the
North, and the orchards of the West,
and their yarns are many and mar-
vellous.
A nomndic tribe, they roam ‘from
place to place, ns the whisper goes
round that work may there be found;
and usually find they are still chasing
& will-o“th-wisp. A few doses of this,
and the wanderlust is in thelr blood—
and no more rest for them.
With the hand of society ever raised
against them as a menace to Its order-
1y i their hands can not

have not been scienti ¥
to any great extent. DBy following up
the subject one might stumble onto
some unpleasant facts, such as, for
instance, the offspring of a hind dces
not have near as good housing, feeding,
nursing and all round attention s the
progeny of the Royal sow. It is right
that it should be so, too, and if you
don’t like it, why don’t you change it.
That’s all. .

Speaking of things in general, did
you ever notice how the loud nolges
in the ranks of revolution differ on
close acquaintance from our conception
of them, thousands of miles away. The
more you stir it the worse it stinks,
is true in regard to the Baritz affalr,
Uit say, I know something nbout that

have pail such a price. I'1 gamble on
that. There were two pop-eyed, red-
necked, chinless Individuals that some.
what resembled® human mates, inas-
mueh as they wore shoddy duds. T
reckoned they owaned the steer. Upon
venturing this oplnion at a bystander
I was Informed, with dignity, that the
steer belonged to His Majesty.

So that's It. Those human looking
animals were valets de chambre to his
majesty’s steer. A sort of a hybrid,
trained for that purpose. They call
them hinds. I am told that in New
Yawk they have females of the same
gpecles to wet nurse valuable pups.

An cconomlst says that value !s de.
termined by the soclally necessary la-
bor time contafned in a commadity.
What'a that? His name? [ forget.
I've heard It anyhow, Supposiag th
is true; how many hinds would his
majesty require in a frade for that
steer? Or Mra, Potter Paimer for her

jon which 1 O'Brien,
and no one was allowed to vote who
was not in good standing in the 8. P.
of C., nlthough seme wanted to. I'm
not well posted on the Platform aund
Constitution, personally I don't ilke
Platforms and Constitutfons, while ad-
mitting their necessity at present, but
I can’t belleve that there is a clause
in either, which would tend to prevent
one from being 2 member of the
miners' union and a member of the
party. Miners nominated O'Brien, but
they showed thelr paldup 8. P, of C.
cards beforehand.
I have figured it out that we all aver-
age about the same, wonderful discov-
ery fan’t {t? That fsn't just what I
wanted to say, but I've been waiting
and waiting, I'm not discouraged yet,
either, I'm waiting for O'Brlen and
Harrivglon {o break inio poetry. The
rest have all had & trick at the wheel,
Desmond says that o man that don't
Itke poetry has no tmaglnation.

poodie? I am not sure that Mrs, P, P,

E. DRAKE.

be otherwise than rajsed ngainst so-
ciety, and the conditions which kecp
them under, whether or not they un-
derstood the underiying cause.

Homo comforts, social enjoyments, '
intellectual development, the Jove of
musie, and the music of Jove, are be-
yond their reach. Their circte but
touches them, and passes on.

‘The marvellous products of that
class of which they are an Integral
part are constantly before them; but
they may not enjoy, not baving the
price, The scraps from the master's
table Is thelr portion; and the scraps
are hecoming fewer, as this vast cas-
uvat army Increases In numbers.

Ag Invenfors improve and perfect

wear), with overalls (aud not over

dight, ploddiag over onward, )ike mol-
ern Wandering - Jews, condeinned to

A homely tribe are they, without n
home; pleasant products of a pleasant

is true that the worklng cinsg:
form thb ¥ast bulk of any army; it does:’
not necessarily: follow that .resulty ace
crulng to success or faflure will make -
tho woge, workera position any: more -
secure, or “eveh - enhance the va!ue §
of the commodity he sells, - E

nlded by newspapers—with a Sociallst
nomenclature, as a -vietory for the riss
ing proldtariay; bul authentls reports -
since {nform us that the British gov-
ernment was not only “aware of the
move to overthrow the reactionary
power of Ultramontainisni and other
relics of a feudal reglme, but, took &
direct haid $n the deal, thereby se-
curing for the cupitalist interests, »
government mmare directly representa-
tive to international capital. Is thero
any evidonce in Portugal today of ad-
ditfonnl security to that vast mob,.
“The propertyless wage-workers;” will
thoy be better housed, fed or shelter-
ed; will thelr education he of » higher
character except where it bhenefils the:
exploiting claes? No! decldedly, no.
And the unrest in Russla today does
not mean any more for our class than
the unrest in Spaln or in Turkey ptior
to the dethronement of Abdui Hamld,
Where are we drifting? That every
paitry assassination and two by four
revolution should so exclte us into the
very mwch mistaken belief that all
these revolutlons and counter revolu.
tions are only working up to that par-
tieular point, se desirable to us all, Tet
us beware lest we be hoodwinked into
those premuture revolts due to lasuf-
ferable local condltions, siuch for ex-
ample as “Mexico,” Being to o cer-
tain extent familiar by contact with |
yconditions In Northern Mexico aod
lmowlng the state or stage of devel-
opment of the vast bulk of the "Hom-
bres,” there is only one concluston
to draw from the present insurrection
and that §s Nationat revolt against the
dnmln.mce of Internationat Capital, or
Natiohal vs. Inuternstional interests
and who wilt win is a foregone con-
clugion, .
‘The Inaugurated mllitary demon-
stratlon [ the Southern States iz not
so much for the purpose of intimidat-
Ing Diaz with the fact tha2 he has got
to rule the roest or get oft and let

the h ¥ of pr 88 new
inventlons arlse to displace labor; and
a8 the continual concentration of In-
dustrics demands fewer hands to man-
age them, the ranks of this army must
ever increase, untit the time wiil come,
and that at no far distant date, when
they will no lenger endure tho condl-
tions fmposed upon them, and turn
upon thelr exploiters, preferring ralher
to dle fighting than be starved out of
existence.

And there the danger lies. Should
they strike the blow without under-
standing the cause of thelr miserles,
and its cure, their struggie will be all
in vain. We will but have a repetiiion
of the Parls Commune. But it they
krow what they want, thelr Jives will
not be wasted.

Theugh held In contempt Ly many
of the workers' organjzations, and
looked upon as a minus quantily in
the struggle, these casuals demand our
earnest atientlon, and provide a ripo

clse, as it 1s to Impress on the
insurrectos the futliity of hutting
their heads against o stone wall.
Generat Modero and his band of en-
thulastic Natlonalists with all his So-
chnlist supporters are doomed unlezs
they can convince the International
Capitalist class of thelr ability to ex-
tract more juice han the present bunch
of cut throats,

There is no nccessity for elatlon
over bourgeols victories, All reac-
tionary and feuadnl barnacles will be

seraped off the capitalist ship of Stato

sooner or later, and then we can pre-
pare for a genuine rejoicing or mourn-
ing whichever suits the taste. Our
present necessity us well as pleasuro
{8 knocking into a blue funk all and

sundry who have the audacity to de-
fond anyihl
erally speaking means;
haven't got, cthics weo don't need and

rellgion as the salvation of humanity,

we don't Hke, which, gen.
property wo

W. . 8.

The revolution:in ,qulugnl was her- .
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THAT MOB LIZATION. e

E' WESTERN CLARION

tlclo ‘becomes a process. . Nuinbiers.of }.
workers, slde by side In a factory, —_—
perform ench a‘part of the process.! In our news columns )esterduy nn-
More than that, the process niny bes peared the tollm\lng
gio In one country and be I “The aifon ndmits the mob:

¥ thlnzs are chi ng- AL
in ‘Under our:present system,” he
says fn & nt article in the Neticnal
Revlew, “we purchuse nnnunll)’ for the
Regular Army, In” Jreace, the bones #hd

hed every Salmday ir thelin anoiher. And workers having no Llizatlon of troops s to protect Amert-|muscles and youth of about 30,000 of
. !}’“.‘,.5‘,'"{’:.'{3},?‘(%'""”‘ chll k apparent relation “to an’ article con- can Iuterests fn Mexico, ‘Theése in- our countrymen. We keep them a few - =
: Basement; 166 Hastings étreeL Yanesu- | rihute towards Its production the la.uebtmeuls excced a billlon and a half|years, then we throw them away andfot c,ﬁ‘;f{’.ﬂgﬁﬂ gt e Socllllsl P“ly mwm v nusg\“"
o, B. G, bor they expend In other factortes or In 'dollars and were largely  seccured take In a fresh supply.” head. “{0 por "ot R T““’d“{’ vening At
FOBT OXFION ADDRESS, BOX 1883 |, forg: the mines, or elsewhero. |lhmugh special concessions by Diaz.| *\We< of course, means the capital- piase o ‘ve;’:';‘rgutg:céie'
*Consequently, -while to the savags The chlel huh.lers are: The Morgan-|ist class. The working class is repre-| pomriio; '
nmi‘n!m::il::x&?lu Months, was y and to his the | sented by the bone and muscle which s“'“““‘ lr";(;ll::: Mgt = Meels avery Thestuy oy o
mote civillzed descendants if not a lux- {copper uuxput. the Continental Rub-|Is purchared. It Is evldently as bad a Rennte! secremry. Unxy'usa. \'uncou:' q‘",';ﬁ,,, Sl;nretn TWND" &
-85 cents for ‘Three Monthe. ber C , holding il jnjease for the ivorkers on the mititary; Ve 1= for

ltxlcu.v in Advanos.

Bundies O more coples, for m
Ao ot loas thres months, at
T a1a ot Tans Cent per oopy per issue.
rates on

If you recelve this paper, It is paid
PRy ¥ ! P

ury, not an absolute necessity, in our
day, as no one produces anything, but
only parts of things, buying and selllng

nearly every Mexican state; the Wat-
ers-Plerce Oll Company, having prac.

has become the only mode Y
the means of life may be procured.
We must take part in the process of

In rnlkln remlul e by cheque, ex-
! wliien.”” Kddttey il
nmmnnluuon: -nd atl money

apders payabls to

THEEH WERSTRRX CLARION.
Bex 1080 Vazocouves, B O

Watch the labsl on your pa-
It this number is on it,
your subscription expires the

per.
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LAST CGALL FOR BOUND VOLUMES
If you want a bound volume of the

Clarion and don’t order it mow, your

chances of getting one are poor.

BUYING AND SELLING

To the man In the street, the faci
that ‘goods are bought and sold Is so
ordinary & circomstance as to call for
wo reflectlon whatever. And yet the
-glightest reflection on this subject op-
.ens the gate to a vista in which im-
.agination can revel or research plod
withoist ‘out-running Its borders. One
has but to inquire hew buying and sell.
ing came to’pass, and all history must
be summoned to answer, Ask on what
‘basls things sell, and we find ourselves
“in thé maze where economist after eco-
nomist has been lost till Marx found
the clue “q like that runs”

That which we desire, we
must buy, To buy we must have the
money—the medlum of exchange. To
get the mondy we must sell something.
e must begin by having something
to sell. But what have we, the work.
ers, to cell? Nothing but ourselves.
We would Hve and to live must buy
the means of life. And to buy we must
sell, having naught else, ourselves. 8o
ourselves wae sell . Not our hides and
carcases, they being of no value. But
our physical energy, our power to
labor. This, from day to day, we sell
for & wage, wherewith to buy susten-
ance from day to day.

With tde giant machinery of produc-
tion, we produce the equivalent of our
wage, Toiling many hours we produce
many tlmes that equivatent. But it is
none of ours. We sold our labor-power,
its product belongs to the buyers of
that labor-power—the owners of that
giant machinery of production.

When we are wise enough ourseives
to own.that machinery, then, and not
sl then, will the product of our toll
be ours to use and enjoy in its fulloess,
and no longer will we be to

tically a of the oil
throughout Mexico; the Wells-Fargo
Express Company, which has. practlc-
ally express monopoly, Amerlcans have
Jarge rallroad holdings. DBritish fnter-
ests exceed half a billlon dollars.”
“These are decadent days, surely,
in which the resources of a'natlon are
taxed to protect the interests of a few
capitalistd. The Amerfcan people are
made to pay for the inteests of firms
whose *wealth they have, to a large ex-
tent created. The lnvestment of the
relatively smail portion of the capiial
of these firms in Mexico has been made
possible ‘through speclal concessions
granted by Dlaz’; that ls to say, by
gifts of what belonged to the Mexican
people. The unequei distribution of
wesalth is an injustice which comes
home to most people, in some shaps or
other; but that the armed might of a
natlon should be at the disposal of
one or two rich men, while it is main-
tained at the expense of all the people,
Is manifestly & gross Injusiice."—The
“World,”

Decadent days?  Assuredly not.
Rather, days in which plaialy appear
the signr of approaching triumph for
our class. The day that brings the

barter our lives for a meagre slave's
portion thereof.

THE COST OF LIVING.

“The -cost of llving still appears to
be the most vexing problem troubling

MacKenrles, Hills, Carnegles and all
other “masters' of capital” into the
open, unwasked, shorn of all patriotic
regalia, as s robber syndicate, geeking
only thelr own Interests at the expense
f the workers of any and all countries;
and, moreover, which shows the gov-

of these to be thelr

chiefiy those who bave never

tackeys, iall pretty

ed nearer a living than an
and those who make It their business
to solve problenis. Many Ingenlous
of this have been

through alt barter, exchange and sale.
The - ‘answer to elther questlon .s
fraught with all fmportance (o the

human race and particularly to the toit-

ing portion thereol.
Historfeally, =

of ancient barter.

ple possessions would naturally be
common property, or at any rate so
loosely personal possessions as to be
borrowed and lent without let or hin-
drance.

Later, as human wants become more
diversified, and  tribal  boundaries
more settled, a process of exchange
of the products peculiar to the varlous
tribes would grow up between tham.
However it came aboul matters little.
The point is that the incentive to ex-
change would be the possession, by
each of the parties to the exchange
of articles of more use to the other
than to himself. And that remains

at the root of exchange in its present

form of buying and selling.

The basis upon which such an ex-
change would be made would neces-
sarlly be that each jndividual ghould,
by the exchange, be able to procure
ihe article he desired at least as easiiy
as by some other means, for, If it
could be more easjly procured by other
.means, by those other means it would
‘preferably be obtained. The articles
would, therefore, be viorth, efther to

ihe possessor or to the would-be pos-
-gesgor, just the labor involved in pro-

-curing them, or, In othér words the
arifcles would, normally,
‘upon the basis of the labor involved in
procuring or producing them.

A difficulty that would behr with

great force upon such exchange, or
barter,, would be that any one with
anytoing to exchange would be under
the mecessity of, first, finding fndivid-

uals desiring that which he had, and
then, of finding one of these who could

give him in exchange that which he de-
sired. The effort to meet this diffi-
enlty would naturally give rise to the
adoption of a medium of exchange,
some article for which any artiele
could be given and for which any ar-
But the pro-
cess of exchange, even through this
medivm would necessarily continue to
be upon the former basls of value for
value, that is upon the basis of the
abor invoived in the production of the
Buying and selling,
as it 18 today, complex and confused
@s it appears, s, at Lottom, just this
exchange of value for value through a

ticle could be obtained.

varlous articles.

medlum of exchange-money.

In primitive exchange, the articles

10 be exchanged could, each, frequently
“be the product of the handiwork of
one individual Later, if not in the ac-
tual making, at any rate In the traps.
portation and vending of an article
tho labor of several would be Involved.
But wheii we come to the machine age
ihe maker of an article is completely
lost sight of. The making of an ar-

buying and selling as
it now Is, is the evolutionary product
To primitive man
even barter was unknown and uanec-
essary, each being able to procure for
himself, if not all that he required,
:at any rate, all that was procurable.
Also, Hving In “hordes” which were
" practically large families, the few stm-

exchange

advanced, and have got no farther.
And so many causes for the high cost
of living have been discovered that it
is astonishing that the cost of living
is not several times as high,
Ainong these, il not the most exact,
at least, the most eplgrammatic is Jim
Hill's “the high cost of living is due to
the cost of high living” This he ex-
plained to mean (very olten neces-
gary. with epigrams) that we are too
extravagant. Well, we are not so stre
about that but cannot deny that with
a lot of people we know of, living at
any cost Is an unwarranted extrava
gance.

We can see where It hits Jim Hill,
who has a hobby for collecting old
paintings, railroads and other curlos.
He himself i3 by no means extrava.
gant for he has so much money that
it would take an incinerator to burn it.
But the workers, they will persist in
living beyond thelr incomes when they
ought to realize that already thelr in-
comes are too norrow to turn over
inslde of, They have not taken the
tronble to cultivate a taste for the
works of Corot, Velasquez, Raphael
Tuck and other extinct masters, but
persist in an animal craving for well-
preserved antiques from the studio of
Swift, Armour, Cudaby and P, Burns.
And still they ask for more as these
improvements upon nature become
more Inaccesslble to them. Now if the
workers would content themselves
with an esthetic and casily digesilble
dietary of “Toasted Post-holes” and
“Dream of WlHeat,” varied by an oc-
caslonal healthful fast, the high cost
of living would worry them no more
and Jim Hill could found an Interna-
tiona)l museum of prehistoric show-
card writing.

However, it looks to us as if 1t might
be possible that the reason this prob-
lem is so difficult of solution and its
causes 50 obscure Is that the high cost
of living is not the problem after ail.
That it is not that prices of necessl-
ties are going up but that we don't get
the price, and can't get ft. What odds
how the price of fodder went up if wag-
es, our price, went up accordingly? But
thero are more of us than there are
jobs for, and become many more of us
as the ratio of jobs is diminisked. Con.
sequently our price will not go up ac-
cordingly. Of course it goes up a
little. That [s our standard of living
is being loweréd a little more slowly
than if it feil down a coal pit. And
it 1s these slight rises In wages which
have beer eatlng Jim Hili and causing
him to emit saplency and epigrams on
a subject of which he knows as little
as he dld abont Rembrandt Deforo he
learnt to steal rallroads with impunity
and benefit of clergy.

Biing your dull razors to

anent “deniocracy,” s to be halled with
joy by all who would see the eyes of
Labor opened to the truth,

The game Is getting too apparently
coarse to be played much longer with
impunity. Here s the pr 2 The

field as on the jndustrisl. When they
are no longer of any \'a[ue‘ they are
cast aside ltke a sucked orange,

The writer cqmyelnlns wilh regard
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to the Regular Army, that it has been

difficult of late years to obtaln the
necessary number of recruits. If with
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ance. In-addltion, the perfection of

weapons I8 much the same the world
over, and {t 13 more than ever a ques-
tion of weapons, while on the physical
side, the advance of capitalism In this
country is accompanled by such bodily
deterioration as leaves us precious
little “bone and muscle” worth the
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working class (not the “people”), of
Britain and America supply-the capital-
ists of ihose countrles with Burplus
values to the extent of two Billion dol-
lars, or thereabouts, With this tidy
sum, our Iriends glance sbout them,

force, when you dress them

ingly?* Ome paper, commenting upon
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seeking a fleld for “safe” investment.
True to their traditlons, their thrift
and Industry will not permit them to
have mgney Iying fdle when it might
be at “work™ multiplying itsclf.

‘Therefore, these dollars are convert-
ed Into capital. They are lnvested fn
Mexico. Since Mexico, as an expanse

should say that this good Anglo-Snxon’
money becomes capital by belng in-
vested in Mexlcans. This process, of .
course, is a very admirable one-—ft de-
velops the country and gives the Mexi-
cans work, Some of these latter rude
porsons have been known to remark
that they had managed to scrape along
and get & meal or two before they ever
heard of Anglo-Saxon capital or work;
aiso that they didn't sec the use of de-
veloplng the country for the benefit
of somebody who wouldn’t live in it,
anyhow, This Is the baso ingratitude
of a partially unclvilized race.

Part of the Initial expense o stariing
business fn an up-lo-date manner in
Mexico was to purchase the exlsting
administratlon of the affafra of the
“people.”  After which “special conces.
slons wero granted by Dlaz." Unfor-
tunately the nicthods adopted by the
sald Diaz in having bhimsell chosen as
the elected representative of n sover-
elgn, etc., were such as to annoy a con-
slderable portlon of the latter. The
result I the present dust-up.
Whichever side wins out, there is
one safe bet—that two blilion is golng
to be protected. This is the interesting
fenture. The American capltalists from
whom Taft ndmittedly receives his or-
ders, having extracted the Lulk o! this
from A

now call upon the latter to asslst. lhum
fn usiog it to extract further wealth
from Mextean wage slaves. And the
pug responds. He is proud of “his™”
country, he is—no greaser Is golng to'
get ahead of your Uncle Samuel.
Looks llke Injustice, doesn’t it? But
it is not. It is no more unjust than the
stretehing of steel rafls from coast
to coast, or sending a floating city
across the Atlantlc in less then five
days. This tremendous concentration
of power in the hands of a few Individ.
uals Is a result of economic evolution,
the natural corollary of a sysiem of
frea purchase and sale of the means
of life, and s no more just or unjust
than will be the actlon of the working
class when it explodes the system by
appropriating the earth to Its own use.

of territory, produces no divldends we !

SMITH'S BARBER
SHOP

Clarenden Pool Room, opposite
car bams

Westminter Avenue

Vancouver, B.C.

THE DECLINE OF "PATRIOTISM."

Our capitalist mesters are apparent-
1y anxious nbout a matter of first im-
portance to thelr country. For ages
they have been able to rely upon the
+zorking class to take wp arms in de-
tence of tneir explolters' property; now
however, nccording to Lord Esher, an

the “patrlotism™ of the working class,
though whether on the old, tifed and
trusty ground that those who have
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But slgns are not wanting that the
|masler class are misjudging the work-
'ers there. What the army and navy
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Tonypandy at home, and the French
postal and raliway sirikes sbroad.
Howéver empty-pated the Ingrained
cynicism of our exploiters may deem
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lus, such lessons could not be lost upon

tus. Even the head of an ostrich, hidden

n a gorgeous and “towering head-
dress,” would begln to experlence some
mental quickeniug upon findlug itsell
rudely unbonucted by a policeman’s
baton, and invited to take a plimpse at
the armed and serrled ranks of Patriot-
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tsm In the adfacent vicinity. Noris it

GREAT BOOKS BY
GREAT MEN
Riddle of the Uhjverse; by

altogether wisdom to flaunt “the fam-
ous depds done by His Majesty’s regi-
ments” (to use Lord Esher's words)
when the last reeking Inscriptions on
the tyrants banners jvere writ in the
blodd of unarmed British workers on
British soll,

Lord Esher does well indeed to sus-
pect that “there may be deeper causes
at work” than hie speaks of. There may
be deper causes even than he knows
of-——which s not the same thing by any
means. To the “slrocco of democracy
witherlng In our people the spirit of
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public sacrlfice” which e darkly hints

at he might add that the development
of capitallsm 18 showing “our people”
who s really meant by the “public”
which demands such continual and
considerable sacrifice.

Lord Esher sees “conscription”
looming in the background. Of course
it 18 not hailed with delight, for it
seems to be recognized that if asny-
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thing Is necessary to complete the
workers” education on the matter of
“patriotism” 1t is conscription. The
compulsory bearing of arms to defend
that which they themselves (as at
Tonypaudy) are batoned and murdered
for looking darkly at would be too
fncongruous, too significant, for even

“amed . THE CAFETERIA
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805 Cambie Street
The best of everything properly
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of New Westminster. :
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me WILLIAM McINTOSIHL

Dated Feb. 24th, 1911 €630)

the most gulltble of our class. Once
the blinkers are stripped from the
workers eyes, the Issue Is one of sheer
fi 1 the
class lament and tremble at the decay
of “patriotism” among the workers for
they read doom in the force of a class.
consclous- proletariat—J. R. R. {n the
Sociallst: Standard.
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’l‘hns Page 1s Devoted to Repons of Execiitive Commmees, Locals

Add f}

All C fous to

D. G: McKenzie, Seec., Box

1688, Vancouver, B, C.

DOMINION ‘EXECUTIVE,

Meeting held Monday, March ]3(!1.
1511,
Pressnt Comrades Mengel (Chalr-
man), Kurme, Morgan, Peterson, Tay-
tor, and- the secretary.
Minites of P
_proved,-
Correspondence dealt with. from
Manitoba Exeéutive, Locals Sault Ste.
Marle and Toronto, Out,; Brandon,
Man.; North Battleford, Menzles and
Reglna, Sask.; and Vancouver, B. C.
Organizer O'Brien, and Po-

ap

" MALAKWA, B, C.

D. G. McKenzle, Sec.,

Dear Comradé:—

Loecal Malakwa, B.-C. No. €3 made
its first effort as & unit in educating
the workers of this district on Batur-
day, March 4th. The Local had Com-
rades Cyrll Rosoman and Taque . Pat-
terson of Mara to deliver the goods.
The meeting was well advertised and
most of the male population, number.
ing about 35, were present.

Comrade Paterson took the Chalr
and O d n handled his

i lish" Soclallst Organfration,

With the approval of the majority of
Saskatchewan Locals, North Battle-
ford was deslgnated as the seat of the

Regina .....
sauit Ste. Marle .. .
Publishing Fund:—Local Sydney
Mines, $10.00; Local Dewberty,
Alta, 60 cents

Recelpts.

Total ......
Warrants authorized for Literature,
36.70; office fixtures and moving, $5.50.

B. C, EXECUTIVE.

Meeting held Monday, March 13th,

1811,

Minutes of prerlous meeting ap-

proved.

Correspondence ~ denlt with from

Local Ymir, from Organizer Desmond

and Comrades L. R. Melnnis, Green-
wood and J. D. Houston, Winnipeg.

§ Com. Houston engaged as organizer

for Eastern British Columbfa, ~

Recelpts.

-$ 100
. 1025

Local Ymir .
Local Vancouver ..

Tolal......... eoneress $11.25
Warrants authorized for Rent, $15:
Printiog, $15; J. D. Houston, Organ-
izing, 5170.00.

QO'BRIEN'S TOUR.

1t having been arranged that
Comrade O’Brien should make a
tour to the Eastern Provinces
Locals wishing dates are notified
to make appilcation now. He will
arrauge his own dates for Sas-
katchewan. For Manitoba points
application should be made to
Com, W. H. Stebbiugs, 316 Good
St. Winnipeg; care of whom,
also, applicatlons from Ontarle
pojnts should be sent. Maritime
Province dates wili be arranged
by the Maratinie Executive in
due course,

NOTICE,

Organizer Desmond has completed
the time allotted to the Okenagan and
will soon be on the road east.

Loeals requiring dates, ete., please
¥ communicate with Comrade L A. Aus-
g4 ten, Nelson, B. C.. at once,

DO NOT FORGET.

B The extended time sct for support-
. ing Local Revelstoke’s cail for a re

ferendum on the holding of a conven-

tion elapses with the end of March,

%} OKANAGAN ORGANIZER'S REPORT

February, 1811,
Meetlngs held....

Econoniic Classes .5
Literature Sold $2L.00
Clarlon subs. taken - 16.00

Rest of organizer's limn taken up
with personal work.
H. GILDEMEESTER,

Dist. Sec.’y. Okanagan,
Mara, B. C.
P, S.—Comrades will please take
notice that the three months' pledged
for wIll expire on the 18th of March
next, 50 hustle along with the balance
of your pledges.
. H.G.

SILVER CREEK.

Comrade Editor:

The Sllver Creek local of the So-
clalist Party of Canada has thoroughly
discussed the subfect of holding a Do-
minfon Convention this fall. We all

violin to good advantage. The meet-
Ing started sharp at 8 p.m. and closed
atc midnight, -Com. Rosoman spoke
first sud held the attention of the audi-
ence for one hour, deallng with the
Farmer and Soclailsm which he hand-
led very well, He also touched on a
number of different polnts, all of which
were well recelved.
Com, Paterson then took the plat-
form and spoke for two hours, telling
in slmple language the evelution of
man, the evolution of Society, the evo-
lution of the machine, and rise of the
capitalist class. He then lald bare
the capitalist system with its prosper-
ity and sneezeless pepper. Not a soul
left the meeting., Questions were then
called for, and the Comrades had a
lively time answering. Com. Paterson
then made a stralgﬁl appeal for three
months' trials for the “Clarion™ and
ifnvited the workers prcaent to foin the
Party, The Becretary recelved three
appieations for membership and one
yearly and elght trial subs. for the
“Clarion.” The Local Is weil satisfied
with fts first effort.
F. E. BOSSL] EY
Secratary.

becu 8 1 huvs hud
with, me a3 lay reader and: organtst.
When I am abseént on lecluﬂng trlpa
ho looks after things generally.,

-“I have to raise his salary for !he
year 1911, and I-appeal to all .com.
rades to send me contribitions (or
this purpose. It 1 cannot rafso hls
salary and he has to go,-we shall be

ouig comrada [t

ful.

after all they did mot fail, for though

without an “organist, for there Is no
one else_who comes to our Church
able to play; and what is worse 1
Bhall be seriously hindered in lectur-

do_your best.to help. - We are galning
converts hero one by one, and are alsp
dolng, something to brighten peuples
Iives, . I shall Ve, greatly encouraged
it 1 receive many and it

ing for Soclalism. ;8o coinrdes, pleage

been fAnally sud comnletely lucceas~

He said these rebelllons (aﬂed, but

are on o thelr game from Atoz

C

not belng finally , In ‘them.

selves, many <of the workers of the
Jworld had learned;
léaming, and many yet will learn that
one sectlon of the working class can.
not achieve thelr freedom without-the
rest of the worklng.class also becom-
ing free. The recognition of this fact
has brought about - the internationet

many . are now

year 1i sent, 1 will gave it for next.

to the "Clarion”
Yours tralumull)'.

EDWARD G, MAXTED,
. Vicar of Tlty,
Tlity Vicarage, Dunmore, Essex,
It will be a cold day when a parson
appeala through a paper in this coun-
try, I e. a Bocinlist paper, for funds
for the church organists salary, but
you mever can tell. The Blatchford-
ites are.coming over by every boat
and bringing thefr Socisllam with
them. Here is another which appeared
in large black type in the same paper
on Jan 20th:
“l have a few frlends samong the
‘Clarfonettes.” WIIl they help me to
free my hands for the cause by send-
Ing one shilllng one Soclalist? For
ten years I have 'fought a good fight,’
but the heavy debt of £800 .on my
church 1s so hard to bear, and I have
kept & ragged misslon going all these
years but Hke Owen; 1 must write
fallure on my gravestone unless the
comrades come to my rescue, United
we stand, so raise the Red Flag.

Yours fraternally,

REV. SCHOFIELD BATTERSBY,
Holy Trinity, Blackiey, Manchester.
The Soclalist Party of Great Britain
has murely a mighty task o hew
through the forest of lgnorance that
d and his gang have planted.

EXPLANATORY.

Edltor “Clarlon,”

Dear Comrade:—
One feature of the Prize Drawing re.
cently held by Brandon Local, was that
many of the Comiades in other Locals
replyfng satd: “Judging by the “Clar-
fon™ your local s a preu) good bunch.”

And note, If we catch one sowlng seed
of a like nature he i of the enemy. He
{3 not of the movement that will em-
anclpate. ‘It Js surprising how many
there are in this country who speak
of “Merry England” and “Britain for
the British” as good Soctallst liters-
ture, They do not seem to percelve
that thelr very titles show race con-
and not class consclous-

This was very to us, show.
ing as it did, that others were taking
notice of the serap that we are putting
up here. Our local Is certainly com-
posed of a good bunch, a bunch that
will be hard to Leat, We have no
“futellectuals,” our membership §s com-
posed wholly of plugs, dirty faces all.
This, 1 think, accounts for the facl that
our loeal has no bourgiois notions on
the reform question, nor do we think
that superlois will be needed to hclp

ness, I hope the time is not far dis.
tant when every scrap of literature
sold at our meetings wlll have the
pariy's approval, that it will contaln
only what we call tae stralght dope.
We are making work for ourselves
when we sell books. etc., that contain
hil of any

I recefved a letter the other day
from one reared on Blatchford's pap
who sald he was golng to start a
“Warren's Party™ whatever

the working class obtaln 1}
But above all, I think, we have a
good local because cur anly papers are
the “Clarion” and the S. “Standard,”
uo “Weakiy and Repeal” for us. Our
local has long been of the oplnion that
the only Socialists are the “Clarion”
kind. I locals that regtet that their
membership {8 not as good as ours
would get into the Clarion boosting
business they would be astonished at
the resuit. It may be easler to get
a sub. for a patronizing rag like the
“Weakly” or the “Repeal,” but the re-
sults don't warraut the trouble. To
mnke Socialists and the kind that stick
should Ye the business of every S. P.
member, and the way to do that is to
tnke subs for the “Clarlon.”
Yours in the scrap,

ED. FULCHER.

CHURCH AID,

Blatchford, of “Clarion™ fame, I
mean the English “Clarlon,” {s a pecu-
liar man and has accomplished wo
derful things. He wrote “God and m;
Neighbor,” and “The Bottom Dog."
with the object of destroying Chrls.
tianity. The rellglous element, how-
ever, soon recogrized in him one of
her prodigal children. Hundreds of
thousands of sermons have been
preached in Ebgiish Churches from
Robert Blatchford's wrliings and the
clergy aro the chief supporiers of his
paper. He and his staft profess fo be
athelsts, or at least most of the siaff
do, but the clergy were rapidly able
to turn his ideallstic teachings and the
teachlugs of his staff generatly to their
own aesount. There is no longer any
Sociallsm Iin the English '‘Clarlon”
there was never very much, but it bas

it quite 'y for varlous
reasons. But the gquestion of the ex.
pense came up and while about half
of our members sald “hang the. ex-
pense,” the other half thought this
large sum of money could be better
used in clrculating literature and in
* propaganda work generaily, our main
object belng to make Soclalists. As
the Silver Creek Local coraprises mem-
bers living at very conslderable dis.
tances from one another It is impos.

so much that I question
If there Is one organ of the capitalist
class that is doing as much lmrm as

that may mean. To think that Biatch-
ford has been able to pose as a So-
cialist all this time. His attlthde dur-
Ing the Boer war and his recent ar-
ticles on militarism show his brand.
When the time comes that will Jay
clean and Dbare the line that divides
class from class; when every barrier
I8 swept away save only the barrier
of class foterests, Robert Blatchford
and his gang of clerical followers wilt
be where they have always been—on
the side of the enemy.

LESTOR.

HISTORY OF CLASS STRUGGLE.

Speaking Lriefly of the histoery of
milmitive man and his hard struggle
for existence, which stiyred up his in-
ventive facuiiies so that finally he
perfected the tool ot wroductlon to the
extent that he was able to produce
more than encugh to keep him nlive,
and how, eventually, owing to the fur-
ther development of the tool of pro-
duction and the recognition of the fact
that a surplus was belng created, as
the stronger or more cunning, these
same, by one way or another, found
out ways in which to get that surplus
away from their weaker brothers,
Brother Gribble's address was malnly
narrative {n character. Deallng con-
siderably with the Roman and Greek
emplres, he gave an Interesiing nc-
count of the varlous siave rebelilons
that took place.

That under Virlathus in Spain, Al-
nus, Cleon and other leaders in Siclly
and Spartacus onr the malnland of
taly, also with the uprising of the
German and English serfs, and con-
cluding the narratlve portion of his
address by a detailed account of the
Paris Commune and the causes that
led up to {t. Al of these rebellions
falled for the yeason that

the paper of this led

The German War Scare recently
worked up by him hag epened the
eyes of many comrades in the old
country and Biatchfordism is on the
wane, If any of them have any sense
of humor surely they will smlle at the
followlng which appeared in the Eng-
ilsh “Clarion,” on Jan, 6th:

gible to gather them all at
one meeting and to submli a resolu-
tlon and come to a definlte dedislon
on the subject, 60 I am forwarding this

“Dear C fn  the
movement: I live in a rather out of
the way village from which I occasion.
ally make expeditlons and glve lec-
tures on Soclnllsm for any Socialist
organization which- {nvites me. I have

Scct'y. Sllver Créek Local No. 62,

veen enabled to ‘do this comfortably

though they were paris of the: class
struggle, they were carrled out sectfon-
atly, and the ruling classes were able
to concentrate their actions agalnst
the sectlon of the working class that
had rebelled. For instance, the slaves
under the Roman emplre revolted In
Spain at one time, in Slelly at another
time, and on the mnmlund of Italy at
another time.

Judging by the success these sec-
tlonal r ily,
in ench case enjoying several years’
frecdom bhefore they were subdued, be-
fore the Romans were able to concen-

dizciplined.

they ever had beforo,

of the working class in rebelllon now;

:|they are up-against the rialng ‘work-
ing class of the world. When there ate

enough of the workers who- have rea-

long slavery, and the ruling cless of
today wiil be put Into the Jumber room
of the past, together with the anclen

Hittite emplre, Babylon,
Rome, Greece, and with the barons of
the feudal perlod.

ofa

class form of soclety.—News-Telegran
{Calgary).

WAKENED UP,

pective customer;
Mr, Buyman: "I see an &d. In you

sult mow I will gain $10. How Is §

in business?”

Selman: “Why, that's easy.
year 1 bought & large stock, 1,001
yards, which cost me $1,000. Slnc
then this line of goods has hecom
plentifu), causlng the market price t
fall 4 per cent. That Is the reason

Las

bargsains.'
Buyman:

1 think you have made a mistake an
are robbing yoursell.
cost $1,000, and It tokes seven yard

length would be $7. Now, that th
value of cloth has decreased 4 pel
cent., the reduction In the price ol

to make a sult for me?

workmen who make suits.”
My, Selman:
not rob wmy workmen; they
‘unfon wages' for all they do.

ployed in the dull season.”
Mr. Buyman:

ders suits?, You kuow

afford to sell suits at less profit thar

keep my men employed.”
Buyman: “You own property

street, does not.

Tent.”
Selman: “Oh, yes. Mr. Jones make:
make $2.”

Mr. Buyman:
why do you teil so many lies to youl
jeustomers?
then who give yon the benefits.

the Lusy season you charge them $1
more. Menefits indeed; why,
bery. Good-bye Mr. Skinum."

—A. G. McC.

government Is doing something fo

the government. Dxperts are sen

tarming. Chaep seeds and blg crop
mean low prices and hard work fo

slaves.

game,

nual membership fee is not very swif
fn coming in, often not
stump farmer wanis to buy his stump

, which 15 ever be-
more than enough money for thig' comlng moré  powerful _and better
The ruling class of the
The result of this appeal I wiil senq world have now a bigger.problem to
keep - the slaves In subfection than

They are hot up against a sectlon

tized the truth of Soclialism, the polit- |,
fcal poiver which lMes latent in them
today wiil be brought Into action to
do away with the last form of an age

slave-owning class of Egypt, of tho
Ninaveh,

The last master elass will have
passed away to be known no more.
We shall be then able to talk of the
buman-
ity, which it {3 absurd to do under any

The f{ollowing conversation took
place between Mr. Selman, the mer-
chant tailor, aud Mr, Buyman, a pros-

window.to the effect that if I order a

possible for you to do this and keep

can glve my customers such ‘great

“Do I understand you to
say that a 4 per cent. fall in the value
of cloth enables you to sell suits at
$10 less than thelr former price; really

It 1,000 yards

to make a suit, the price of a sult

seven yards would amount to 28 cents;
surely, you don't wmean to give me
$9.62 for the privilege of silowing you
Why, man,
you must be crazy, or you must rob the

“Excuse me, slr, I do
recelve

More-
over, 1 always try and keep them em-

“But how can you em-
ploy men and give wages if no one or-
that philan-
thropy Is contrary to ail rules of busi-
ness, and sooner or later brings bank-

ruptey.”’
Selman: “Well, yon see, it's like
this. When business Is quiet I can

In the busy season; In that way I can

and
pay smail taxes, while Mr. Jones, up
He must make n
large profit in order to pay such high

$15 profit on every suit while I only
“If such be the case,

\Why, It's the customers
In
the dull season you charge them $2
more than the sufts are worth and in

it's rob-

To make the farmers helieve the

them, farmers’ Institutes are started
up and run for all they are worth by

round to tell the people how to pro-
duce more spuds to the acre, how to
prune fruit trees and produce large
crops: but they faii always to tell the
farmers How to got a large lving by

the farmer, casy living for the parasite
buneh and cheap feed for thelr wage

The farmers are getting nexst to the
and reports of some newly-form-
ed institutes state that the 50-cent an-

to toll for smaller and smaller wiiges
and this preventing miilions from mar.

“with thelr noses to .the grindstone,”
that; besides their toil their relaxation
bes but one string to play on, unmel).
reproducme ‘tove. So this  system
forces those who do.marry, to supply
the full quota of slaves to carry on the
accursed profit mnlg{ng for the idle cap-
italists. Change the system by votlng
Soctalist and all wilt be nble to marry
and lve properly.

[y

The working ‘'class has been taught
to worship .its _ecapitalist masters by
subjecting “itself and mind to them.
“Not my will but- thine- be: done,” as
symbolized In the scriptures, fs the
way thay have been taught to think:
But you know, the pendulum swings as

far one way as it does the other, and
soon the workers will be saylng—Not
thy will but otrs be done, Then we

will see the "upper cla({w)ss" earn
thelr cake and milk to the tune of So-
clalist fiddlers.
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Local Enderby (s planning to get
started on & firm basis and I8 trylng to
arrange for a alght schooi in connec.]
tlon with the local, if hall rents are

1 [Rot too high,

The 1lttle lawyer sald—*'You Social.
Ists turn down Jesus Christ as our Sav.
lour and reject the Christian religlon
do you not?" The Spciallat answered;
“Study Blology and evolution my friend
and you- wlll see through the religion
you: think so much of, but know so
little of the truth about.”

r

Agitator ¢ Doomed

James J>HI had a talk with Prest.
dent Taft the other dey. Afterwards
he hed this to say: “The Agltator Is
Doomed.” Surely Jlm HIill must refer
to the agltator of some spray-pump
when he gels the above oft his chest.
P. ROBOMAN

Enderby, B, C.
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LET US PREY.

Oh Lord, we come to thee tonight
{o ask thee to forgive us for our un-
bellef. Strengthen our faith, oh Lord,
that we may have faith cnough to
ask thee to remove mountains and if
they don’t be removed, Oh Lord, may
we belleve that we didn’t belleve.
Lord, we especlally ask thee tonight
to 8o strengthen our faith, that though
we be hungry we mny belleve we are
full; though wo are naked yet we may
have faith that we arc clothed.

This, Oh Lord, we particularly ge-
quest that Thou so fili us with the
bread of life that we may require and
desire less of the bread of wheat to
the Glory of our Masters,

Our Heavenly Father, we do beseech
Thee to so comfort thy flock tonight
that those who tofl may be blessed
with a spirlt of contentedness that
they may realize the honor and dignity
of honest tofl, Spread, Oh Lord, the
desire among them to so thoroughly
perform thelr dutles, which thou In
thy infinite goodness hath seen fit to
allow them to perform, that they may
pile up treasure on earth which the
master will invest for them in Heaven.
Forbid that these, Thy humble child-
ren, should be so wicked as to desire
the whole of tbe product of their la-
bor, as to desire earthly goods. For-
give those who have been so weak
as to atlow the devil to whisper Into
their ear, and cause them almost to
prefer a full stomach on earth to a
feast In Heaven.

Oh! we do pray Thee to draw these
back to Thy fold and so lucrease their
faith that they may never again fall
from grace.

Blessed are the poor for thoy shall
jnher—— fnhabjt the earth. Dless
them, Oh, Lord, who Thou hast seen
fit to acnd down on earth to rule over
us. Grant that they may continue fo
Rule in the wise manner in which
onty those who are ordained of Thee
know how to do, Granmt them increas-
ing power to hold the wicked followers
of Satan In bondage.

Bless these Holy Ruters, Ob, Lord,
that they may long llve and relgn
over us; and when In the time of war
they send Thy lumble followers out
to slay thelr fellow wor—— to slay
the heathen natlons who do net Thy
will; grant unto them power and wis.
dom that they may conquer thelr
enemies and humble them as becometh
Thy people. =

Oh, we do pray Thee that thou wilt
strengthen these, Thy humble follow-
ers, that they may never bo tempted
to doubt; for we kunow, Oh Lord, where
doubt enters reason follows, and Lo,
falth departeth from them, never to
return, as, Oh Lord, we know that
by doubting we are led to commit the
unpardongble sin and be forever Jost.
We ask it all for the Master's sake,
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until some |Amen.

1 J. PILKINGTON.

and ‘show the mutton. bead we en ton fraul

thabl; the potata-bug

aud the' law of supply |if e  wére removed
aud demand, nre:forcing the workers |no lncentha for the potata to gro

The P

rylng; And 5o those few workers who They only -“whine abo

do happen to get marrled are so drlvenfa system’: they": ha;

to their slavery and kept as It were bnough to nght. B
o

Perbnpa atter. the Soclalists’ of Ger-
many get through with ‘thie ‘Kalser; ho:
wilt- réalize: that “*“Divine" rlghts are
not 1n {t with tha rlsht of power,’

Surely the soclallats belleve in g
viding up," . We_ woilld- give fhe capl-*
tallsts & good share of the ,nlgnl!y of .
Labor. .

One of the Ponland pnpars menlly
femarked ‘that. when Warren was sen.
tenced; the Soctallste’ acted llke a nest -
of hornets which had-beén distuthed. -
Perhnps that's why. the courts. which ™
sentenced hlm v'ere !o badly “stup :

Boctallsm' Is lhe creed of: despalr—
for the robbera.

* ¥
Commlit any crime- you like and e
¥ou have money: edough to: advertls
heavlly in the ‘ha'penny press, they
dare not print the facts of your convic- |
tion. It you .don't:bellevé us, ask.
“Grlpe-nuts” Post, Ho knows. Thurea
a Reason,

* ¥
Japsn s golog to supprexs Soclab
ism, So did Germany.-

“ s :
The Dally Press had an urtlde en-. g
titled, “Warren, & joke,” {n its columns
'some tme ago, True euonsh—and the
joke was on Taft,

* % i
Bill Haywood says there are.thiee
classes of men in Amerlca; the dregs,
at the bottom consisting of- soldlers,
policemen, detectlves, dte.; the works
ing class, which I8 the great pay. nu'enk
in the center; and the scum on top.
LI

The Boston Post glves conslderable
space to the cheap talk of & certain |
Jesult in Boaton, who knows as much -
about Soclallsm as a cow knows about -
embroldery. Fortunately, the workers
have ceased to Hsten to thé moulhlng
of these Pharisées,

CLARENCE V. HOAR ILL.

Wo regret very much that one of
our bright young comrades, Clarence
V. Hoar, had to leave Portland on ac-
count of his heaith. He left Friday
morning for Boulder, Colorado, on the
advice of his doctor. We sincerely
hope that the cilmate of Colorado will
be the nreans of his recovery.
Comrade Hoar was oue of the start-
ers and workers on this paper and he
will e missed [n the Interest of So-
clallam In this city ns well ag by his
family and a large host of friends whe
all expect to see him well and in Port.
land again—"The Issue,” Portiand, Me.

NOTICE

All locals between and including Fer-
nle, B, C, and lethbridge, Alberta,,
wishing to see arrangements made for,
aud to tako part in, n big demonstra-
tion of our party In the Crow’s Nest
Pass on May 1st, Internatlonal Labor
day, sheuld at onco communicate their
ideas on the subject to the under-
slgned, so that we can get together and
start the ball a-rolling.

A. 8. JULJAN, Sec.,

Michel Local No, 16,

Seelng that this Is the Party paper,
every member of the party should be
an actlve worker In its Interesis. These
intercsts are yours as well and your
metlvlty cannot be otherwlse than in
your own behall.

This list of live ones:

local Malakwa,
C. M. O'Brien ...
A Comrade, Calgar:
Desmond
¥d Fulcher, Brandon .
D. Gultoway, City ....
A. Hogg, Dunifriesshire, Scol
J. 1., Fernie, B, C
8. Moen, Cranlrook

J. Bigby, London, Eng.; Joe. Koenlg,
Fox Coulee, Alta.; Fred Hardy, Deep
Cove, B. C.; Alex Leckie, Ottawa, Ont.;
4. Watson. Winnlpeg, Man.; Alf John-
son, Silver Creek, B. C.; I. A, Austin,
Nelson, 1. C.; T. L. Briggs, Ladysrith,
B. C.; J. P. Kinucar, Toronto; Mor-
ris >tandel, City.
Maintenance Fund:

3. P. Kinnear, Toronto, Ont....

.$5.00

The most profitable “industry™ in
connection with agrlculture is the har-
vesting of suckers through realestate
deals.

We have a circular bufore us en-
titted “Farm Values and Wages in Cau-
ada.” The items are mentloned it
order of their importance, thus: First,
horses; secand, cows; third, sheep;
fourth, swine; ffth, land; last, farm
“help,” male snd female.




- THE,WESTERN CLARION;: VANCOUVER BRITISH CULUMBIA."V

The pamphlet, “Slave of the Farm,” has been oft
the press for some months past, and as the state-
ments therein contained have not yet suffered
overmuch from sdverse critfclsm the writer is
tempted to elaborate his former crude epistle.

As we already know, slavery began with agri-
culture and has existed"ever since. When, in the

speech of some very modern peet, primitive
unu gnl him a pointed stick and scrabbled the
earth for corn,” things began to miove. Lineal
ancestors of our great farming machinery, that
primitive “stick” was pregnant “with wonderful
developments,

It Is not our purpose to weary the reader with
a detalled account of the evolution of the farm
tool, all that is necessary s to remark that it was
the last to recelve the attention of human ingen-
uity. True, in ancient Egypt we find traces of
farming tools showing wonderful advancement, as
the “header” which appears now and then upon
their inscriptions tends to prove, but so far as
Europe is concerned, the “‘golden” or “dark ages”
-—you may use your own term—found larmlng in
jts most crude state. In the communa) villages of
Saxon England, cabbage, pork, beef and sheep with
barley and oats formed the main products of agri-
culture. Wheat was little cultivated and no doubt
used only for the master’s table. Cattle seem to
have grown only to about the slze of a two-year-
old calf of icday and we may assume with safel)
that most of the othér products, both of the garden
and the fleld, were small in proporifon with thelr
impmvement by good breeding and careful selec-
tion. We shall have a word to say later on this,
for this very thing, beneficial upon the surface io
small farmers i3 nevertheless to help in thelr
undoing.

However, it Is with modern conditions we have
to dea] and upon this continent of Awmerica, We
know that the farmers produce (with the ald of
soclety) a large amount of wealth, or rather, it
were best to say that they add a huge quantity of
labor to the production of commodities, yet, never-
theless, they are poor. We know also that upon
the average the soil upon which thelr labor I8
expended is ricn, mostly virgin, free from weeds
and impurltfes. We know that farm machinery
{8 up-to-date and good, that the railway service, It
not altogether perfect, {s of average efficlency,
that the climate is for the most part excellent for
the production of graln and cattle on the plains,
and that frujt is grown with guccess in the extreme
east and west.

A stranger, driving across the prairie provinces,
that 1s, in the more favored portions, iz charmed
and delighted by the wonder and beauty of the
scene, In the spring a limitless ocean of the
most verdant hue; in the fall, gold! gold!! gold!!
Everywhere, a boundless expanse of golden grain
under the blue of the western sky. The haze
of autumn Js-upon the land and the air is vibrant
with the Soft hum of numerous binders and with
the shouting of teamsters. Here and there the
farm shacks peep shyly up above the nodding
grain as Jf ashamed to stand so naked and forlorn
within such a ruck of golden wealth. Later, when
the chilt of frost is in the air, the giant thresher
cregps from farm to farm. Early &s the peep of
dawn the singular bumming of this all but Hying
monster is heard, and the “chuck-chuck” of grain
dumped with surprising swiftoesa into the farm-
er's wagons makes his heart glad. How can he
help but feel otherwise Load after load of hard,
red wheat Is stored in his granary and it seems
to him that life bas sometbing in it after all.
That his optimism will be sadly Jolted after his
first visit to the town elevators matters not at
all, for the farmer Is, upon the average, an all too.
patient beast of burden.

Wealth there is, raised upon the pralries year
after year In huge quantities, and yet it Is our
painful duty to declare once more that the farmer
is upon the average, poor. Come, fellow farmer,
although you always lie to each other about the
price and grade you obtain for grain, yet you
cannot deny this plain fact, poor you are and it is
our painful fob to bawl it In your ear, that poorer
you will get in spite ot your G. G. A.

This wealth cannot vanish into thin air; where,
then, does it go? By what means {s the farmer
vobbed? The various farm papers will tell you
that if the local storekcepera would only be con-
tent with a fair profit, all would be well, Others
disclalm about the injustice of the present tariff
arrangements, One can hear in every store In
town knots of farmers groaning about the bhar-
vester trust and that “all-fired Massey.-Harrls.!-
While at the barber's, the local economist holds
his listeners entranced with the wouders of co-
operative stores. The local optlon organizer thun-
ders upon the booze as the cause of poverty. 'the
moral reformer raids the houses of “pleasure”
and chases the girls out of town. The Conserva-
tive curses the Liberal, and the Liberal returns
the soft {mpeachment with interest. The Chris.
tian says it is the Lord’s will, and now and then
like a sweet-toned bell fn a babble of stupid eat-
calls one hears the Socialist lay down the Marxian
:nw of value in explanation of the farmers’ suffer-

ng.

\What, then, is this law of value propounded
by Marx? It is briefly as follows: The value of
& commodity is determined by the socially neces-
sary avernge labor required to reproduce it at the
point of consumption; that Is, when it Is in the
bands of the consumer. 'his value, expressed
In money, {s the natural price, but since supply
and demand are nearly always unequal they cause
the price to fluctuate now above, now below value.
The oft-quoted simile of the pendulum swinging
right and left, but always seeking the center of
gravity and stopplng there, is a very apt Illustra-
tion of the process,

It is sometimes sald that supply and demand
determine value, but the absurdity of such an idea
is made apparent by Marx, who asks “if supply and
demand do [n reality delermlne value, what [s the
vilue of a commodity when demand and supply
balance?” The discerning reader will easfly see
that such fatuous nonsense as the supply and

is shipped to the lake ports pays for transporta-
tion at value; no robbery so far. (2) Grain ex-
changes at value, and it muast be plain that this
is no robbery, yet wo are beaten and are feeling
it badly. Ponder these ominous words again, 1Ae
value of & commodity is determined by the soclal-
Iy necessary labor tlme required to reproduce it,
and there you have the root of our trouble,

Upod a summer’s day we have seen one portlon
of society plowing with & glant “Case” steam
englne drawing a gang of 10 plows, and ot far
off upon the next farm another portion of poor
old humanity prodding the “dumb driven catile”
up and down a single furrow. Although more than
a mile sway, we have noticed the despairing look
it cast upon the iron horse and heard it damn
the cyes of the patient oxen quite distinctly. There
are greater machines than this under the control
of éxperts, and now It is surely plalm, is it not?
Agalnst these mechanical glants whose function
it is to displace human labor you compete in vain,
The law of value is inexorable and these cut the
socially necessary labor time down and in conse-
quence set the price. This price you must accept,
and it is becsuse of this that so many of us aré
put out of buslness,
the production of wheat so much more time than
is socially necessary that we are down and out
almost before we begin, For example, this: If
Brown can market wheat at 60 cents and Joues
cannot raise it for less than one dollar, be Is
playing a losing game. Be it understood we have
stated tHis crudely In order to save the reader
much tiresome detafl.

To meet the continual loss conseguent upon the
above-mentioned law, the farmer takes out a
mortgage and here begins the real robbery, al-
though he gets hiz money at the current rate, still
he begins to work for the mortgagees. He is no
longer the owner of land, but, so says the Land
Titles Act, he, the mortgagor, hercby attorns the
mortgagees landlord, in the legal sense, and that
he herewith becomes their tenant, paying rent at
the yearly Interest of usually eight or nine per
cent, Other harpies are battened upon him, too;
he often borrows money because he must, to tide
him through the summer. The slaves of the
harvester trust pester Lim and bully him into
giving a chattel mortgage or try to make him
borrow money to pay -thelr overdue notes. e
must get lumber “on time™ and after a short time
finds the bill against him in some legal shark’s
hands, who extracts another $5.00 out of his hide
for the trouble the lawyer has taken with him,
At the elevators and mills his wheat Is misgraded
and weighed short. He canm, it is true, send the
wheat for grading to Regina or somse other place
and the buyer is bound to take the inspector’s
grade, but need we polnt out that the elevator
man does not care to buy his grain in future?
Often when good grades of wheat abound, the
grain-buying companies are not buylng Nos. 1 or
2 Northern, but will take it fn at the No. 3 price.
Agaln, on the top of this the farms are sometlmes
hail swept or frost bitten; the horses or cattle of
the farmer may dle from many diseases brought
about by the slaves’ Inability to provide good
water and shelter for them.

So at last when there {s mortgege on mort.
gage the farm siave moves off and leaves the
land {o the real owners. This happens frequently,
but not always, for the writer has known farmers
to develop Into capltalists on a small scale, but
these are very few and very jucky; the great
majority stay in the old rut.

The above is the main reason why banks and
mortgage companies become real estate owners
and why the slave is divorced from tho sol], but
there is another reason which counts strongly
against a great many, The new settler, through
poverly or Ignorance, does not get hold of &
fanning mitl and his seed Is sown in consequence
dirty. Here Is a frultful cause of trouble, The
proper method of farming 138 by a serles of sulln~

We are forced to put into"

Pr’ogress and the Farmer

Argentine, Biberia, Russta, and but lately has
come to hand a pamphlet upon the glories of
Northern Rhodesla from o graln-ralsiug point of
view, Manchuria and Northern China are, It is
snld ndmlrnbl) adapted to the productlon of hard
grain.

Dut why pile on the agony? Capital Is to make
its Iast stand upon’ the land and-the game Is
well advanced. Over-production from this time
on, a menace to all farmers will sweep the pro-
tetarfan farm slave into the rubblsh heap of capl-
talist exploitation. One more word of cheer belore

*we leave the subject, the jnability of the poorer
farm slave who Is not, ownér of the graih he

ralses to enrich the scils which ave not Inex-
baustible (the immigration pamphlets notwith-
standing). It leaves him the poorer every year,
and many thousand acres of land are for this
reason used up, only to be restered when the tme
is ripe. This impoverishment of the soil wus one
of the eauses for the infiux of farniers from
Dakota and those parte fnto Western Canada,
They bolted to escape economic conditions only
to find themselves out of the frying-pan into the
fire, But then they brought with them a rebels
Ilous spirlt and nunterous children, a very fruitfut
source of trouble for someone.

It has not been the wrlter's purpose to rajse
up a bogy with which to {righten children. He

has oniy trled to penetrate lato the economlic posi
tion of the farmer and show a litite light upon a
somewhat obseuire subject. The position.as shown
is, he thinks, justly taken and worthy of some
attention by his fellow agrlculturalists, for thelr
efforts 50 far to battle with the economic forces
opposed te them display o truly infantile concep-
tion ot thefr own position. At this juncture & few
words upon thelr organization wllitl not :come
amiss. The farmer i5 proud of the G. G. A. It s,
he thinks, a splendid fighting machine and he
wonders to hear the Sociallst jibe at it let us
then examine this thing a little closer. The G, G.
A. Is the effect of given causes, the strangiing
power of capitailsm belug the cause. The organ-
jzers of the G. G. A. are, it we understand their
position, for the most part eapltalist farmers and
therefore thelr interests and yours arve not by
any means jdentlcal—fellow proletarian, You
wlil perhaps have noticed that they carefully
avoid the real Issue and obscure things with a
great outery for rights and justice, for clean
government and other things of a llke ethereal
nature. The measures which they propose will,
in the oplnfon of the writer, benefit them to some
extent, but will not do you any good. Free trade
to reduce the wages of thelr slaves upon the
farms, co-operatlon séeletles to bring down the
cost of living, clean government to reduce taxa.
tion, referendurd and recail so that tho wanufac.
turers’ assccintion may be held down to some
extent. Governnient ownership of the terminal
elovators to check the mixing of grades, a thing
which troubles them greatly because the poor
English miller is belng soaked. These and many
other things they asked, and to show that they
wanted them badly, took you down to Ottawn at
your -own exgense to make a display of political
power s they understand it—votes, Sir Willred
was, of course, polite and evasive, and “our” lead-
ers came away vowlng we should have an fnsur-
gent movement in the West just llke they bave In
Amerlea. The expense of this trip, $60,000, was
ralsed to a great extent by levy upon locat organ-
izations so that you see, you are to be the cat’s
paw to snatch the chestnuts out of the fire for
your capitalist leaders to eat. However, judging
by the array of the Retail Merchants' and Manu-
facturers’ tho sald are
ilkely to renmln in the fire & long time, for the
M. A. helds Ottawa In Its paw, Suppose you
have an insurgent movement and by R’ great
effort fill the Parliament wIth farmers In the
majority, what will you do? It they are not So-
ciallsts they will not understand the laws of
soelal evolution; they will be unable to act in

mer fallows, and this was so well
Indfa that at one time under native rule, when
the farmer fallowed he pald no taxes. Civilized
people adopt saner methods, however. Summer
fatlow or not, taxes, {ntercst and means of sub-
sistence must be found fn the west, with the
result that lands needing fallow cannot get it and
weeds begin to appear. The farmers' aim s to
get as big an acreage as possible, and so “stubble”
farming is in vogue. Now, any farmer knows that
once cerlain weeds are established, no power of
his can eradicate them. The ferrible “stink weed”
alone has swept iike a pestllence over thousands
of acres and driven the occupants to fresh fields
and pastures anew.

Thus owing to economic pressure all round the
farmer becomes a slave and must remain so until
he has sense enough to pull himself ount. Pro-
_{essors of agricultural colleges and experimental
farms tour the west on “seed specials” and lecture
upon weed eradlcation, 50 sensible is the master
class of this weed menace. The farm papers
babble of summer culture and up-to-date methods
to increase the output and with grisly numor jibe
at the western farmer for his unscientlfic methods,
polnting with pride to the splend!d culture which
is carried on in Europe, which runs us into an
other menace looming large in the farmers’ eyes.
This is the § It danger of over fon.

Many good economists maintain that owing to
the expanslon of the far east inte industrial coun-
tries, rice is no longer good cnough to feed the
slaves of Industry, not noura

with the prevall-
ing today. Will these bold Insurgents legislate
against the law of value, and will they seck to
bind the trusts in fetters by legal parchments?
But why dlscuss such notions? The farmers will
not and cannot command this country’s law-grind-
ing shops alone; to do this the whole of working-
class Canada must bind themselves together and
act In unisen; they must go to the ballot box
and there vote themselves Into power, send their
own Socialist representatives to halls of legisla-
tion, there to enact that the working class shali
own aund control the means of production.

This Is the misston of the Soclalist Party of
Canada, to educate the working class in economics
s0 that they may come to understand the futllity
of reform and vote and demand and then take
the wealth-producing machines. Reformism is to
pare odd slices off the festering cauncer of capl
talist production and to jgnore the root cause of
the terrible suffering thereby produced. Ownership
is nll that is mecessary; the means of producijon
have been socialized these many years and stitl
you fellow farmers think and act as though you
were 5tll gaining your llving by fudividual meth-
ods. The present system is impossible of reform-
ation and the laws of social evalution are cufling
and kicking you along the road to social owner-
rhip. Why not go peacefully and with a weil-
marked chart of the way? The birth of a new
productive system has In the past been ushered in
\\Ilh rlot and bloodshed, and only by coming to
the process can we avold a frightful

ishing qualities for ihe reproduction eof vital
energy in the slave. They therefore assume that
the price of wheat will rise because the Orient
has no wheat-raising land or c¢limate and must
therefore buy from Amerlea or Europe. This,
however, is not the place to debate such a peint;
we therefore grant that this wiit be so for a year
or two.

Nevertheless, aithough a new demand Is to
be expected in the East, it begins to fall off
from Europe. The slaves are to be driven or
coaxed back to the Jand somechow; in the more

demand theory of value could have only
from the more or less fertile brains of those
professors of political economy whose duty it is to
smother the real nature of value in an ocean of

words, Pr 8, fellow farmer,
from whose ranks the Saskatchewan government
called one, but last year, to devise a system of
gevernment clevators; for your benefit, of course.

Now, it follows that if & person s able to intro-
duce into the manufacture, let us say of wheat, &
machine which cuts down the amount of human
labor previously necessary to produce the com-
modity, then its value will fall accordingly, and
if, upon the other hand, something happens to
cause a greater amount of labor time (socially
necessary) to be expended on graln, then its value
will rise.  You have no doubt noticed that where
a ¢reamery Is established it pays much better to
sell your cream raw to the big establishment than
to make butter yourselves, Why? Simply be.
cause in the creamery s an upto-date machine
which turns oul good butter with less human
iabor In it than you can. Its value ts therefore
less and sets the price, over which state of things
you spend so much valuable time swearing, gr'\nl-
ed you-are yngodly enough to do so.

Since this applies to cream, does it not also
apply to grain. pigs or condensed mllik? Alas! 1t
does, and ust here we shall find the main cause
of.aur trouble. It is a wonder you have not seen
this lefore, Lecause it is so constantly thrust
before your eyes, Keeping our law of valuce in
sight, let us examine a little into this questlon,
(1) Commodities exchange at value, therefore we
buy machinery, binder twine, oj); clothes and tood
at value, as a rule; the bigger farmer whose grain

countrles small holdings and
n(her tricks are being trled in order to make
the slaves' portlon of wages less, by encouraging
him to raise a little foodstuffs of his own. Side
by slde with this the production of grain is belng
urged on with remarkable vigor. \Villcocks, of
Nlle dam fame, has been busy these few years
in renovating and rebullding the irrigatlon system
of ancient Assyria. All that Jand between the
Tigrls and the Euphrates is to be made to blossom
as it dld in days of oid. Here wheat, if we may
credit anclent historlans, came forth a hundred.
fold. The cities stood lke diamonds in a sea of
emerald, ralsing thelr ramparts above the verdant
sea,

The West {tself is rapldly expanding; the intro-
duction of & new hardy wheat from Siberia (an-
other fertile country growing wheat with modern
machinery) has made it possible to open up thou-
sands of acres thought impossible of culifvation
before. From the years 1801 to 1901 the Cana-
dian ocutput Increased ten mitllon; this has gone
on and but this fall the wheat market stagoated,
English millers were buying, to quote the grain
exchange, “from hand {o mouth,” That improve-
ment by good breeding and careful selectlon of
which we made mention in the beginning, Is belng
carried on with frantic haste. Agriculturat ehem-
Ists and bielogists are kept busy Instructing youths
at the agricuitural colleges; they answer gues.
tions through correspondence pages of news.
papers; then send out seed graln and “cultures
o inoculate barren lands, The International Har-
vester Co. have established a bureau of informa.
tion to aid farmers to incrense thelr yield, Other
countries also are playing the game, Australla,

and blood) revolption in the near future,

‘The Socialist parties the world over are sensible
of this coming change; they feel {ts tremors run-
ning through soclety, and to the end that it may
be ushered In as peacefully as possible, their
organizers, speakers, writers and workers gener-
ally bend unceasing efforts. The immediate future
is dark with signs and portents of terrible doings.
In all the great citles of the capitalist world wan-
der the homeless and ali but foodless proletarian

ed an able, an evergrowing
army of discontent. Rage in their hearts, hunger
gnawing at their vitals; put a spark on this
tinder and they wiil break out., Lacking knowl-
edge of the cause of their suffering, they will
burn, murder and destroy, knowing oniy that they
are bungry and must eat. Thousands who could
escape the torture of industrlal slavery have pour-
ed Into thls country only to find the vampire cap-
ital dogging them and sucking away as hard as

Socialist Party of Canédé—

We, the Soclallst Party of Canada, In convention assémbled, affirm

Lauor produces all wealth, and to the producers it should belohg,
The present economic system {8 hased upon capitalist ownership of the -

our alleglance to and support of the principles and yrogramme of the
revolutionary working class,

means of ly sil the p of labor belong:to
the class, The {st is thererorermnstar- the worker &
slave.

So long as the capltalist class remaius jn possession of the relna of

_govei'nment all the powers of the State will bo used to prole@:l and
delend their property rights in tho means of wealth production and
their control of the product of labor, .

The capluillst system gives to the capitallst an ever-swelling

stream of profits, and to the worker an ever'lncronslng ‘measure o!
wmisery and degraduunn

The interest of the worklag class lies in the direction of setting

ftsell free from by the 0
system, under which is cloaked the robbery of the working class at the

point of the transforma.

To this

of the wage

tion of caplialst property in the means of wealth production into col-
lective or working-class property.

Th:

e frrep conflict of o

ts botween the capltalist and

the worker s rapldly culminaling in a strugele for possession of the
veins of government—the capitalist to hold, the worker to secure it by
political actlon. This is the class siruggle.
Therefore, we call upon all workors to organize under the bannér
of the Soclalist Party of Canada with the object of conquering the
public powers for the purpose of setting up and enforcing the economlc
programime ‘of the working class, as follows:
1. The transformation, as rapldly as possible, of capltaiist prop-
erly in the mears of wealth production (natural resources, factorles,

mills, rallronds, ete.) into the collective properily of the working class.
ot industry by

2.

The e fon and

the workers.
The establishmeut, as specdlly as possible, of production for
use Instead of production for profit,
The Soclalist Party when in-offico shall always and everywhere
uatil the present system !s abolished, make the answer to this queation

its guiding rule of conduet:

3,

Party is d to it

-In accordance with this principle the Soclalist Party pledges itsell
to conduet all the publie affairs placed in {ts hands in such a manner
as to promote the interests of the working class alone.

Wiil this leglstation advance the juterests
of the working class and ald the workers in their clasa struggle against
capitallsm? If it will, the Soclallst Party I8 for it; It it wlll not, the
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ever. They had dreams of country
homes and ameasure of wealth if not opulence.
Atlas! for their dreams, the awakening is bard
indeed. Thelr indignation has broken out in var-
jous ways, but they have yet to find the real way
to alter things—Socialism,

Thus In town and country there is troubie brew-
ing; the cauldron boils and bubbles and will suon
Bbofl over. We of the Soclalist party ask you
who read this, il you are numbered amongst the
above to read our ¢ and study
our posltion; we ask you to find out just where
you stand, and when you are satlsfled that we
have the only solution for working-class troubles,
to take your place in our ranks, ready to gulde
the coming storm, ready to ease the birth pangs
of the new order of soclely, ready to take over
and control the means of production. Coms, to-
dny is fieeting rnsl, tomorrow comes all too soon;
s fast ap-
pranchlng, stay not to tlnker withk the puerile
clap-trap of reform, but once again study, read,
think and then nect. Fellow farmers, you are
bound hand and foot to the industrial worker;
hils Interests are yours—yours, his. Let us have a
real {nsurgent movement In the West, not in the
interests of a few capitalist farmers, but in our
very own class Interests.

) A. BUDDEN.

TO HOUSEKEEPERS

q It you would like to spend less time in your feitchen
and woodshed, and have much more time for outdoor
1ife, recreation and pleasure, look into the question of

doing your cooking with a Gas Range.

Telephone your addn:u to our office and we will send a man
to measure your premises and give you an estimate of cost of

{astalling the gas pipes,

Vancowver Gas Company, Limited.




