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ECONSTRUCTION 18 A VERY |

popular word these days. It is
raouthed with great frequeney by
statesmen big and statesmen small;
‘‘reconstruction’’ committees and or-
gunizations galore are springing up
throughout the land; preachers preach
about it “and_ platform  acrobats,
unctiousl§ orate of the splendid pos-
sibilities behind it that will no doubt
blossom in due course, but about all
the satisfaction to be derived as yet
frem all this talk may be found in the
tacit admission made by its sponsors
and advocates that there is a necessity
for it. That is an admission that would
have been unthinkable five years ago.

x x x

In the opinion of the noisy gang
now so lustily prating about ‘‘recon-
struction,”’ everything was all right up
to the breaking out of the war, but
for some inserutable reason they have
evidently changed their minds. Some-

plewr
‘pon them the necessity of what they
term ‘‘reconstruetion.”’ Just: what that
something is is diffieult to determine:
* K %

Things are now just the same as they
were before the war, only more so.
Being more so it should be/ apparent
that nothing in the shape of ‘‘recon-
struction’’ will save this eivilization
i that has already been plunged over
i the precipice of its own_ destruetion.

And besides that there is no Iogicnl‘

reason why it should be saved. It is a
slave civilization at best and it has not
yet been recorded in history that any
civilization or empire based upon that
infamy ever was saved from eventually
dying by its own hand. Babylon, Carth-
age, Egypt, Greece, Rome all travelled
the same route and met the same fate.
The present empire of rule and rob-
Lery differs from its equally worthy
predecessors only in the fact of being
«f _greater territorial extent and cor-
~ .respondingly more terrible in its bru-
tality and infamy. N
g *

*
What plan has yet been suggested
by our disciples of ‘‘reconstruction’’
that would in any manner alter the re-
Intionship existing between employer
and employee, eapitalist and laborer,
naster and slave? What has yet been
offered that will do away with, or in
any degree lessen the power of the
master to rob and torture. the slave!
~C'an any ‘‘reconstruction’’ be suggested
that will tend to remove from the
glaves the stigma of being property
and the ignominy of being compelled
to produce wealth for nothing for their
owners? TG 8 4
r * & X
The fact is that all this pretence of
peconstruction’’ is -pure -h b

oy

By E. T. KINGSLEY

and  “‘reconstruction’  schemes are |
equally as silly and futile attempts to !
stem the rising tide of revolution as
was the memorable attemp: of
Partiazton to sweep back the tide with
her broom.

Mis

* *

Within the camp of organized labor
are to be found some ardent ‘' vecon-
structionists.”’ Doughty champions of
reaction like Gompers loudly proclaim
the necessity of labor obtaining a voice
in the management and conduct of in-
dustry. Very pleasing pictures are
shown of typical specimens of the
working tribe, quite appropriately clad
in overalls and dignity, sitting at the
couneil table along with the capitalist
directors of industry and right nobly
sharing in the burden and responsi-
Lility of successfully skinning slaves
and converting their hides into great
profit and glory for their owners and
ruasters. These . pictures arc shown as
i ’ b is Lo come-under-the
2 of the
struetion’” era that lies just ahead o
us. Al that there is in that sort of
nonsense is'that a few fat billets will
be provided for more of the S. Gompers
type, an ample supply of which the
sluve camp of capitalism holds in em-
bryo within its womb ready to come
forth when occasion affords the oppor-
tunity for proper sustenance. But with
workers upon boards of directors and
other managing bodies of capitalist in- |
duastry and business, the production uf|
wealth for the profit of owners will
continue; the burden of producing the
really eéssential things of life will still
Le thrust upon the shoulders of less
than half of the working class, while
the balance will still be driven in the
production of those things essential
only to the ruliny class and the up-
building and maintenance of its em-
pire, an empire whose grandeur and
1uagnificence has always been and can
only be written in letters of blood and
whose highest eulogy has been express-
ed in the awful slaughter of the last
few years.

L)

* * *

Pensions for disabled soldiers, homes
and sustenance for cripples, soup kit-
chens for unemployed slaves, the in-
auguration of ‘‘public works’ in order
to absorb the out-of-works, will un-
doubtedly be the chief line of ‘‘recon-
struction,”’ but it will settle nothing,
it will change nothing. The same old
root cause of all the trouble, the
pisery, the agony, the turmoil, the
strife.  the  periodical wholesale
s'aughter and devastation will still re-
1nain, undisturbed and unimpaired. The
slaves will still be slaves and the
masters will still be masters, in spite
of all “‘reconstruction’” that stops short
of revolution: the cauplete sweeping

18
It is right in line wit}}'n that startling
innovation, the establishment of gov-
ernment employment offices for the
purpose. of 2iding slaves to find jobs
that do not exist. And all such reform

away of the right and pov 'r of one
man or set of men te rule and rob the
rest_of their kind. Though that may
smack of ‘‘Bolshevism’’ it may never-

The way of the transgressor is in-|

deed hard. The (ierman buurgeuisiei
fauiled to break the rule of feudal-
ism in the revolution of 1848. It did
not subsequently thereto develop suf-
ficient spirit and stamina to go to it
n and complete the job if pessible.
The result was that Germany remained
politically feudal, alongside of western
neighbors who had become, both in-
dnstrially and politieally, capitalist na-
tions. Being thus held politically feudal
and baekward, it became certain that
just the very cataclysm of blood and
horror should eventually ensue that
vas pulled off in 1914

* K K

Our of the feudal ruin resulting from
the war the (German bourgeeisie is now
desperately trying to set up that which
it failed to realize in 1848, viz., a bour-
geois state, after the pattern of France,
Britain or the United States. But the

{ailure of 1848 has so prolonged the

rudely butting into the ararngements.
* * X

A revolutionary proletariat has ap-
peared upon the scene. It seems to be
of such proportions as -to seriously
threaten the success of the bourgeois
schemers in completing their revolu-
tion against their feudal rulers. This
proletariat has no confidence evidently
m the state that is to be™in the hands
of the Scheidemann-Eberts gang. They

| have probably drawn inspiration from

ohserving the felicitious condition of
the workers under the regime of ‘*demo-
cratie’’ states of that type, such as
>ritain, France, U. S, ete, and want
none of it. And who can ‘blame them1
Who among the workers and real
aemocrats of all lands can wish them
anything but suceess in ousting the
Qcheidemann-Eberts government and
setting up the regime of the revolu-
ticnary proletariat, as the Russian
workers and peasants have already
done? And lucky indeed is the work-
ing cass of any conutry that is wise
enough to avoid the experience of
slavery and suffering under a bour-
geois regime of plunder and trade. The
feudal infamy was certainly bad
enough, but that of the bourgeois has
all previous infamies in the slavery
line heaten out of sight. Small wonder
that a jarge section of the German
working class are averse to allowing
it to be forced upon them. All success
{o .the revolutionary proletariat of the
world, including Germany.
* k *

It should.not be forgotten that in
1871 the German authorities kindly
placed their armies ‘hen on French
soil, at the disposal of the Versaillese
government to aid in ecrushing = the
Parisian proletariat which had risen
against the vicious and ineompetent
government of Franee and established

theless be true.

ST Wi dbvaloped an | Foe

“RECONSTRUCTION”—-AND OTHER THINGS

armies were placed upon the north and
cast side of Paris, thus completing the
cireumvallation of the city, the French
forces holding the south and west sides.
Not only that but the Germans, out
of kindly feelings towards their rul-
ing class cousins thus threatened by
the rebellious Parisian workmen, also
returned captured arms and other
wunitions that had been taken from the
defeated French during the war of
1870, thereby enabling the latter to
Iutcher the rebels. And it wa. done to
a complete nicety especially appreciated
by not only the French bourgeoisie .but
of all other christian lands as well.
fhey were butchered almost to a man.

* kK ‘e

. Now take note of what is happening
in Germany during these days' when
the Spartacans and other rm'oluti:mury
workmen are struggling against the
attempt to foist upon the country a
b?n:rgemg republ the

s allowing them (German
thoritiés) to use German forces to de-
feat. the proletariat.”” The German
armies under the armistice are to be
demobilized, ete., bhut the great
‘*Marshal’’ is allowing them to bhe
used for the purpose of crushing the
proletariat. He is evidently returning
lheifn\'nr extended to the French hour-
geois by their German cousins in 1871.
It would be interesting to know how
mlfl‘}l farther the French general is
going in aiding his erstwhile enemies
in putting their slaves right.

* Kk x

All of this ‘“‘enemy’’ husiness that
s0 much noise is made ahout, vanishes
into thin, exceedingly thin air once a
common danger rises in the offing of
class rule and class robbery. Once a
class interest is threatened by the
workers, erstwhile deadly enemies with.
ii; the ranks of the ruling class rush
to arms together in common defense of
the common right to rule and rob.
* K &

It might be well to note that the
hymn of hate is no longer sung against
the kaiser by those deadly enemies of
his known as the entente allies and the
L. S. The Bolsheviki and the Sparta-
cans have now the centre of the stage
m}d the kaiser has been pushed ‘to the
wings. He is practically forgotten. His
reign of terror in Belgium and else-
where has been made to look like thirt?r
cchts by the Bolsheviki ‘‘reign of terror’®
in Russia and which threatens to sweep
lhg earth. Fame is indeed fleeting. The
l-aiser must feel sore at thus being
1elegated to the background by hither-
to unheard of terrorists. He who was
onee a master terrorist is now forgot-
ten. Novices and amateurs have now
l-eccome past masters of the art. Bat
the bourgeoisie is still on top in most
countries and labor skinning, and its
sitermath of trade, commerce and
glory still prevails. Glory be!

the Commume of Paris. Thé German
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THE GREAT ATROCITY.
EIRD TALES are joyfully told
by -t@@minently truthful- press

of this great 8emocratic land about the
terrible atrocities perpetrated upon all
and sundry who perchance incur the dis-
pleasure of the Soviet governmeit of
Russia. Blood-curdling. stories are re-
lated, evidently by agents of the de-
throned monarchists, ousted land barons
(mostly German junkers), generals
without armies, a bargain-counter bour-
geoisie and similar tattered remnants of
the brutal reign of the Czars, of how the
1 . wicked Bolsheviki kill, maim, cripple,
destroy and devastate. The manner in
which they plunder and torture the poor

A peasants is something damnable, accord-
i ing to our faithful chroniclers. If we

are to believe even one-half of what we
I are told, this wicked' Bolsheviki must be

& kept extremely busy murdering “intel-
: lectuals” and “plundering peasants.” Tt
is to be expected that land barons dis-
possessed of land. monarchists without
a monarchy, generals deprived of armies
and bourgeoisie without slaves to skin,
would shout “atrocity” all in solemn
concert and wail lugubriously about a
“reign of terror” for what could be
miore atrocious or better calculated to
strike terror to their dirty souls than
such”a rude downfall from their pre-
- wvious high-estate? The stripping of the
land barons of Russia of their land may
perhaps be considered the greatest atro-
city yet perpetrated by the widely-
cursed Bolsheviki.. The following ex-
cerpt from the “Fundamental Law of
Socialization of the Land.” that went
into effect in Russia in September, 1918,
quite clearly depicts the terrible nature
of the “atrocity.” not only as perpe-
trated upon the honest and kindly
Tand barons, but also tends to confirm
the tales so truthfully told by the press
about the awful atrocities perpetrated
upon the poor peasants by the wicked
Polsheviki. It is here reprinted from the

Nation; of January 25. "
; DIVISION I.

General Provisions

Article 1. All property rights in the
land, treasures of the earth, forests, and
fundamental natural resources within
the boundaries of the Russian Federated
Soviet Republic are abolished.

Article 2. The land passes over to the
use of the entire laboring population
without any compensation, open or
secret, to the former owners.

Article 3. The right to use the land
belongs to those who till it by their
- own labor, with the exception of spec-

1al cases coyered by this decree. *

Article 4. The right to use the land
cannot be limited by sex, religion, na-
tionality, or foreign citizenship.

Article 5. The sub-surface deposits,
the forests, waters, and fundamental
natural resources are at the disposition
3 (according to their character) of the
¥ country, provincial, regional, and Fed-
eral Soviet powers and-are under the
control of the latter. The method of
disposition and utilization of the sub-
surface deposits, waters, and fundamen-
tal natural resources will be dealt with
by a special decree.

Article 6. All private live stock and
inventoried property of mnon-laboring
X homesteads pass over without indemni-

tication to the disposition (in accordance
wvith their character) of the land de-
partments of the country, provincial, re-
gional, and Federal Soviets.

Article 7. All homestead construc-
tions mentioned in Article 6, as ‘well as
all agricultural appurtenances, pass over
to the disposition (in accordance with

: their character) of the county, provin-
it cial, regional, and Federal Soviets with-
out indémnification.

Article 8. All persons who are un-
able to work and- who will be deprived
of all means of subsistence by force of
the decree sgocializing all lands, forests,
inventoried: property, etc., may receive a
pension (for a lifetime or until the per-
son becomes of age), upon the mﬂiga-
tion of thelocal courts and the land de-
partments of the Soviet power, such as

The tim##s ripe, is rotten-ripe, for
3 - N
F Then 16t it come; I have no dread of
‘what
‘Is called for by the instinct of man-
kind ;

;
Nor think I that God’s world will fall
apart,
Ilecause we tear a parchment more or
less.
—Lowell.
P SR
I'll niver go .down again to see
sojers off to th’'war. But you'll see
me at th’ depot with a brass band
v.hin th’ men that causes war starts
f'r th’ scene iv carnage.—Mr. Dooley.

a soldier receives, until such time as the
decree for the insurance of the incapa-
citated is issued.

Article 9. The apportionment of
lands of agricultural value among the
laboring people is under the jurisdiction
of the Volostnoi (several villages).
county, provincial, main, and Federal
land departments of the Soviets in ac-
cordance with their character.

Article 10. The surplus lands are
under the supervision, in every republic,
of the land departments of the main
and Federal Soviets.

Article 11. The land departments of
the local and central Soviets are thus
| entrusted_ with the equitable apportion-
ment of the land among the working
agricultural population, and  with the
productive utilization of the natural re-
sources. They also have the following
duties:

(a) Creating favorable conditions for
the development of the productive forces
of the country by increasng the fertility
of the land, improving agricultural tech-
nique, and, finally, raising the standard
of agricultural knowledge among the
lzboring population.

(b) Creating a surplus fund of lands
of agricultural value.

(c) Developing various branches of

icultural industry, such as gardening,
cattle-bréeding, dairying, etc. —

rd) Accelerating the transition from
the old unproductive system of field cul-
tivation to the new productive one
{under various climates), by a proper
distribution of the laboring population in
various parts of the country.

.e) Develsping collective
in agriculture (in preference to indivi-
cual homesteads) as the most profitable
system of saving labor and material, with
a view to passing on to Socialism.

Article 12 The apportionment of
land among the laboring population is to
be carried on on the basis of each one’s
ability to till it and in accordance with
local conditions, so that the production
and consumpton standard may not com-
pel some peasants to work beyond their
strength ; and at the same time it should
give them sufficient means of subsis-
tence.

Article 13. Personal labor is the gen-
cral and fundamental source of the right
to use the land for agricultural pur-
poses. In addition, the organs of the
Soviet pbwer, with a view to raising the
agricultural standard (by organizing
model farms or experimental fields), are
permitted to borrow from the surplug
land fund (formerly belonging -to the
Crown, monasteries, ministers, or land-
owners) certain plots and to work them
by labor paid by the state. Such labor
is subject to the general rules of work-
men’s control.

‘Article 14, All citizens engaged in
agricultural work are to be insured at
the expense of the state against old
age, sickness or injuries which incapa-
citate them.

Article 15. All incapacitated agricul-
turists and the members of their families
who ‘are unable to work are to be cared
for by the organs of the Soviet power.

Article 16. Every agricaltural home-
stead is to be insured against fire, epi-
demics among cattle, poor crops, dry
weather. hail, etc., by means of mutual
Soviet insurance.

Articte 17. Surplus profits, obtained

1 sand
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RUSSIA TO BRITAIN
A copy of ‘a leaflet, printed in
English, dropped over British lines
at Verst 461, Vologda Front, by
Bolshevik aeroplane. Like leaflets
are also printed in French, Italan,
Russian, and even Japanese.
IN order to obtain the consent of the
workers of Britain to the unwar-

, ranted act of aggression against us,

your government gives the following
as their reason for landing troops in
our country:

1. That they have come to stamp out
enarchy and restore order.

1t is not true. Your-gévernment and
the French government are themselves
responsible for what disorder there is
in Russia. Ever since the Revolution
the agents of the French and British
governments have been conspirlng with
the counter-revolutionaries, giving them
roral encouragement and financial as-
gistance for the purpose of undermin-
ing the power of our Workman’s gov-
ermment and to bring about its down-
fall. Your government and the French
government are co-operating with the
(zecho-Siovaks, who have blocked the
access to our food supplies. The ser-
jous food shortage in our country is
aggravating the disorganization. 1f
there is disorder your governments are
responsible for it. R ber when a
. 4 . . >y e R
Capitalist government enters a coun-
try where there has been a revolution
for the purpose of restoring *‘order,”’
it always means that they intend to
(rush the Revolution. That is what
the German government did in Poland,
in the Ukraine, in the Baltic provinces,
and in Finland. That is what your
government wants to do in Russia.
They do not want to restore order.
They want to restore the Tzar.

2. That they have come to help the
Russian people.

In the first place is it helping to
bring war amongst a people already
exhausted by .war? We do not want
war. We want peace. We want to

be left alone to consolidate the. gains
of our Revolution, to reorganize our
soeial and economie life in such a man-
ner to secure to the workers the pro-
duets of “their labor. Your govern-
ment is not helping to do this. It has
sent you here to prevent our doing it.
Your government is co-operating with
the Czecho-Slovaks, who are suppress-
ing the workers wherever they go. In
Samara the workers obtained an eight-
heur day. It has been abolished. All
working-elass organizations, trades
unions, and such ilike are suppressed.
Wherever the Czecho-Slovaks go they
suppress our workmen’s councils, and
establish in their stead an - oligarchy
of speculators, capitalists, and ex-Tsar
officers. Your government will use you
to do the same in north and central
Russia. If yonr government wanted
to help the Russian people it would
recognize the Soviet government of the
workers and peasants and assist us to
reorganize our railways and industries.
We, in faet, invited your government
to enter into business relations with
us that would have been to our mu-
tual advantage. But your government
made no reply. No—your government
does not want to help the Russian
people. It is helping to fasten the
yoke of capitalism and Tzarism on
them again.

3. That the Allied invasion of Rus-
#ia is welcomed by the Russian people.

It is not true. Who is welcoming
your landing? A few starving pea-
wants, whom your government bribed
with promises of food. These poor
people are not glad to see you. They
are only eager for the food they hope
you will bring. Who else is weleom.
ing you! The ex-landlords of Russia,
who are expecting you to restore to
them the land, forests, and mines
which are now the property of the
wkole Russian people.- The capitalists,
who want you to overthrow our work-
men’s government and compel us to
bhecome their wage slaves again. The
Techinovniks, the ex-officials of the

Trarist” government, who want you to
restore to them their soft jobs, to re-
seme their old game of bribery and
corruption for which Russia in the
pust was notorious. Yes, this crowd,
with their hangers-on, are very pleased
1o see you here. They will flatter you
end make a fuss of you; all the while
they have a supreme contempt for you,
for you are only working men whom
they are using gs their tools. The Rus-
sian commander at your head, General
Clurko, is a reactionary of the worst
deseription.  He was arrested by Ker-
ensky for his monarchist propaganda.
The agents of your government helped
Iim to escape. His only object in join-
ing you is to restore the Tzar.

Comrades! Do not put your trust
in this reactionary gang. Do not per-
mit vourselves to be used as the tools
of the enemies of liberty. Never let
Fnglish workers permitted themselves
1« be used to erush the Russian Revo-
Tution.

Fellow workers! Be loyal to your
the shameful thing be said that the
class and refuse to do the dirty work
o your masters.

(Signed) Lenin, President of
(‘ouncil of People’s Commisary.

(Rigned) Tehiteherine, People’s Com-
1vissary for Foreign Affairs.

—_—

‘WOODROW GETS8 A LETTER

The following letter speaks for it-
self. It is pleasing to note that there
i a working-class democracy in Bri-
1ain. that is at least alive and evi-
dently feared hy the powers that be.
Happily, however, there is nothing
‘ike that in Canada:
‘““Woodrow Wilson,

‘““President, U. S. A.

“Sir: You are here in Europe to ne-

the

gotiate a ‘Democratic Peace’ as a
Democerat.  If so, 1 wish you-to prove
your -sincerity by releasing = Tom

Mooney, Billings, Debs, Haywood, and
ali the others at present in prison as a
consequence of their fighht for work-
ing-class democracy grince the United

1

States participated in the war.

_ ““The working-class “democraey - of
Britain' foreed the cabinet to release
me from Peterhead prison, where I
was ‘undergoing a. five years’ sentence
nder D. O. R. A, i

“1 therefore write you as an ease
1o my conscience and a repayment to
the world’s working-class demoeracy
10 release my above-mentioned friends
and eomrades.

The Clyde workers will send me as
one of their delegates to the coming
peace conference, and there, inside or
outside the conferenee hall, [ shall
challenge your U. S. A. delegates if
my friends are not released.

“‘After that T shall tour America
until you do justice to the real Ameri-
can champions of democracy.

“Yours in deadly earnest,

(Signed) ‘“JOHN McLEAN.

‘42  Auldhouse Rdad, Newlands,
Glasgow, Secotland.”’

—_—

GREAT ATROCITY

(Continued from Page Two)

THE

land or on account of its location near
markets, are to be turned over for the
henefit of social needs to the organs
of the Soviet power.

Article 18. The trade in agricultural
machinery and in seeds is monopolized
by the organs of the Soviet power.

Article 19. The grain trade, internal

#s well as export, is to he a state
monaopoly.
In view of the awful atrocities al-

lezed to have heen perpetrated against
the land barons of Russia, Article 8 of
the above decument makes quite inter-
esting readng. Not even the most brutal
baron of the brutal bunch is to be de-
prived of sustenance. ‘That is indeed
most  atrocious. The balance of the
I.and Act deals with details incident ‘o
its practical application, and the com-
plete protection of the workers against
all exploitation. It is the great atro-
city. No wonder the dispossessed land

barons ‘cry lustily for “intervention.”
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THE S8TATUS OF THE WORKER

HAT snuffy, old reactionary, S.
Gompers, chief mogul of the
American Federation of Labor, loudly
and emphatically asseverates that
“labor is not a commodity.” Consid-
ering who that pompous worthy is it
would be little short of sheer impu-
dence to dispute the great man’s dic-
tum. Still it would be a relief to the
nind of the doubting Thomas if the
crudite head of the great collectively-
bargaining concern would succintly
set forth just what he and his aggre-
gation of talent is bargaining about,
anyhow. It would appear that if
there is bargaining going on it must
inevitably be over something in the
shape of .a dity, ie. thi
for sale. One could scarce econceive
of men bargaining over anything else.
Can any other thing be bought and
sold except property in some form or
other? And is it not true that such
property offered for sale and over
which men bargain and haggle in the
_ market, is a commodity? Of what

* clse does the category of commodities.

consist of than such articles or pieces
of property? Is there a labor market?
If so what is bought and sold in such
market if it be not the worker’s power
tc labor? It may be technically cor-
rect to assert that ‘‘labor is not & com-
modity,”* for labor is in reality the
delivery of the commodity ‘‘labor
power’’ that the worker has contract-
ed to deliver to the purchaser thereof.
He agrees to work eight hours for a
certain sum. That is, he sells his labor
power for eight hours and_it does not
alter the faet by saying that he is
hired for that period of time. It is all
the same, anyway. The delivery of
the commodity sold, his labor power,
constitutes the labor he experiences.
It is the penalty he pays for being a
slave.
) * K K

But if Mr. Gompers is more or Jess
mixed up in regard to the status of
the worker many other people are not.
For instance, there is Sir Alfred Yar-
rew, head of the great shipbuilding
company on the Clyde. A most in-
teresting interview with this big capi-
tolist was recently run in the daily
press. While the big shipbuilder. (by
proxy, of course) makes numerous ad-
missions regarding the family affairs
of the present ruling class that it were
Letter to be'kept secret. he is labor-
ing under no delusions as to the status
of the working man under the exist-
ing dispensation of things material and
He blurts out the fact that
¢Britain, is financially erippled by the
war.”” He should not have given this
away, for. to spread such reports
around is not calculated to make it
any easier for the victim of impend-
ing bankruptcy to weather the storm.
But when it comes down to setting
forth the status of labor Sir Yarrow
makes no mistake, He -says that
each young Britain costs the country
$200 to raise to manhood. If we send
2 horse out of the country, we expect
some monetary return, but before the
war ‘we were sending actually $20,-

000,000 worth of wealth-producing
manhood to the United States each
year without compensation of any
kird.”” Now there you have it in lan-
guage plain enough for the veriest
boob to understand. The working
people of Britain are just like horses
and other domestic animals, inasmuch
as it cost the country a certain sum
of money to raise them to ‘‘manhood,”
which in this case means to wage-
slaveryhood. And then just like horses
and mules if #they escape the confines
of the duly-provided pasture and be-
yond the reach of recapture, the money
loss that results is indeed serious.
Tywenty million dollars per year of such
loss is no small item, especially to a
country that is already ‘‘financially
crippled,’”” according to Sir Yarrow.
No wonder he loudly complains about
it. But if that gentleman’s explana-
tion is worthy of credence then the
siatus of the workingman as property,
in every sense of the word, i8 so clear-
ly established that it would almost
seem as though the astute Mr. Gompers
might be able to grasp it. If the
status of the workingman is the same
asx that of the horse and horse-power
is well known to be a commodity that
is bought and sold in the market the
same as all other commodities, it would
appear that so astute and profound
an economist as the aforesaid Gompers
person ought to be able to comprehend
the outstanding fact.
*x K 0k

But that is all there is to the status
of the wealth producers under the
giorious regime of class rule and rob-
tery. They are just property, that’s
ali. They are as indisputably ewned,
bedy, boots.and breeches, as were their
chattel slave and feudal serf prede-
cessors. Only they are not now owned
as property by individual masters, as
was the case with their predecessors,
but they are owned as a class by the
ruling class. Individual b of

mindful of tiae fact that the MecAdoo
person is in a sense endowed with
immortality, or at least his compelling
though perhaps uneonscious humor is
s0 endowed, because much of it is sv
profound and ribcracking that it will
pleasantly linger in the funny bone of
l'umanity as long as time lasts, unless,
of course, it is in the meantime for-
gotten. McAdoo was always great on
making speeches while attending to
his arduous duties Director Generalling
the railways and cracking financial
jokes on behalf of the treasury. And
his speeches were usually not only full
of jokes but were real jokes themselves.
McAdoo, however, is no joke. He was
and we-believe still is the son-in-law
of the only Wilson himself, the paten-
tee of the famous safety first device
for world democracy. While he still
lield down the tough job of an all
round Pooh Bah for the Wilson ad-
ministration he found time to write
some very humorous letters. Under
date of Dec. 11, 1918, he wrote Sen-
ator E. D. Smith, Chaifman of the
Senate Committee on Interstate Com-
nerce, regarding railway matters.
Among other interesting things he said,
““Upon the efficiency of the transpor-
tation machine in America depends
in great measure the future prosperity
of the nation. Involved in this pros-
perity is the extension of our foreign
trade. We produce so much more than
we consume that markets must be
found for that surplus.”
* ok ok

Of course everyone knows who Me-
Adoo means when he uses the pronoun
‘‘we.”” When ‘“‘we produce more than
we consume’’ he means that the class
in the nation to which he belongs does
the producing. Just what amount a
Director General of railways, an ad-
ministration Pooh Bah, or a shyster
for a film corporation, would, could or
should ?rmiuce, is not stated in the

the ruling class having use for one or
more of the slave class, merely make
a selection of such animated articles
as they wish out of the common jack-
pot of human property, and having
used these packages of labor power,
upon the instalment plan as it were,
until-their needs are satisfied. they re-
turn them to the highways and byways
leading unto the labor market again
where they tamely await the pleasure
of some other master who may
pleased to use them some more. It
is all very simple and easy to under-
stand, unless the cranium of the in-
vestigator be made of material no less
permeable to reason than reinforeed
ccnerete.  Slaves are property and
what is still more to the point they
constitute all there is- or ever was to
property that could bring to its owner
or owners-revenue, a something gotten
vithout effort upon the part of those
owners. They constitute all there is
on earth that is bought and sold in
the market;—all that is measured in
terms of trade, commerce and ex-
change, for whatever is so measured
has been produced and exchange value
given to it by the labor of these slaves
alone. Behind every stock, bond, deed
mortgage, loan and debenture or other
evidence of property ownership, stands
the slaves of civilization to make good
the values therein sup) to rest.
The status of the slaves as property
is clear and unmistakable. Sir Alfred
Yarrow knows all about it.
—_———————

PRODUCING TOO MUCH JOKE
VERY LARGE PART of the
: humor, spontaneous and ‘exeruei-

atig& that avas wont to spring full

: A i of Jove, has lost
to the world since the versatile Me-
Adoo resigned from his numerous posts
therein and took to the lightsome task
of shystering for some film producing
firm for the measly stipend of $100,000

per annum. But still we are not un-

ion, but wayv  readily be
imnagined by any one who has observed
their performances. But if ‘‘we’' means
McAdoo and his class, it is not easy
to see of what use the working people
are in the scheme of things. It is easy
to understand that it is impossible for
the ruling eclass and its attorneys
and other flunkies to consume all ®at
there is produced, but it might occur
to some of us that if the workers had
baif a chance to give iz a try out they
would make such a hole in the pile
as to make it hardly worth while to
ship the balance away to foreign lands.
But as all production is carried on by
the workers alone and as all that is
produced belongs to the class that con-
stitutes McAdoo’s ““we’’ the necessity
of transportation efficiency equal to the
task of taking that production away
from the worker who brings it forth,
lest they wickedly, feloniously and with
nalice aforethought, unlawfully con-
sume the ‘‘surplus,’™ may be seen by
anyone not blind. In fact that is just
what railways and other transporta-
tion systems and methods have been
primarily designed for. Presumably
McAdoo knew that when he was writ-
ing the joke in question. And it must

, [ have been inténded for a joke for surely

Senator Smith could not be fooled into
taking it in any othef manner. At least
senators ought to know what railways,
elc., are for. If they don't certainly the
rest of us do.

* &

But to lay all jokes aside for a mom-
ent, can it be possible that any sane
rerson can be so dull as to believe
that foreign trade is now or ever was
necessary in order to dispose of any
surplus ‘that might accrue because the

people of any eountry produced morg |

say a million dollars worth of stuff
wore than ‘‘we’’ consume, and ship it
away to foreign markets, what do
‘*we’’ get in exchange therefor? The
veople of other lands can only pur-
chase, as a rule,.by making payment
in things they have produced, like our-
selves, in excess of what they consume.
1t the things ‘‘we’’ send abroad be-
cause ‘“‘we’’ have produced more than
““we’’ consume, are paid for by ship-
ping to us the surplus acquired by the
people of other lands in the same man-
ner, will McAdoo or some other joke
fiend please rise and explain how our
surplus is disposed of or even lessened
by such a process? If ‘‘we’’ have a
surplus of one million dollars worth of
wealth that ‘“we’’ cannot consumé and
that is exchanged for a million dollars
vorth that the people of some other
fand has produced and eannot vonsume,
Lave ‘‘we’’ not just as great a surplus
27 stuif that ‘‘we’’ canrot consume as
liefore? If not why not? If ‘‘we’’ pro-
duce more than ‘‘we’” consume, in
what other manner can such be gotten
rid of or avoided than by cutting dawn
production to actual requirements? The
size of it is that all this trade, com-
merce and business is not carried on
upon what is wilfully produced by the
real producers above the amount re-
quisite to satisfy their needs. It is car- .
ried on with that which is taken from
the producers by foree for the simple
reason that those producers are slaves,
ruled and robbed as slaves always were
by their overlords and masters. Even

1a cow would have better sense than to

gather more grass than she could con-
sume. Even she would have far better
sense than to believe that the only way
she could lessen the embarrassment of
& surplus would be to send it to some
other cow in Patagonia for instance,
and take a similar jag of surplus in
return from her Patagonian corres-
pondent. But even a muley cow is not
so great a joke as McAdoo and bull
con artists in general of the House of
I'at, the house of ‘‘we.’”’ And the best
part of the McAdoo joke is that his
commurication to the senator was
printed holus bolus in our esteemed
contemporary, the Railroad Worker, of
February 1919, with evident lpproval
of the wisdom contained therein, or
at least without cracking a smile over
the gr " McAddooi 'u- phy
of buneombe. But this joke about ‘‘we’’
produce more than we consume,’”’ and
are compelled to trade the surplus oft
for an equal surplus in order to get rid
of the surplus, is indeed rich; especially
when coupled with rather startling
fact that the ‘‘we’’ of other lands with
whom ‘‘we’’ trade are at the same time
getting rid of their surplus by means
of the selfsame trade. It beats killing
two birds with one stone, this getting
rid of two surplus quantities of wealth
by one and the.same swap or trade.
I, AP FT e Sl

AN INTERNATIONAL MADHOUSE
OME MONTHS have elapsed since
the signing of the armistice. The

dogs of war are supposed to be in

leash and the dove of peace is expected
1n again hover over the scene. Alleged
statesmen of mighty calibre have been
for some time foregathered at the vic-
tor’s b t board, pr bly for
the purpose of refurbishing the dove’s
plumage and renovating the dove cote
that have been hadly ruffled and be-
fouled by the ruling class family row
of the last four and a half years. Some-
times this gathering at Paris is jocular-
ly termed a *‘Peace Congress,’’ but
captious eritics who claim to have
peeked through the keyhole assert that
the performance thereat bears a much
more - strikil bl ito a eon-’

than they d or could H
Is it possible that any one ean be found
who is so impervious to the shafts of
humor Y.In;.:l he could not see the joke
iu any such a proposition as that? We
are told that foreign trade is carried
on for the purpose of disposing of that
mec ‘we’! produce and cannot con-
same. Now i ‘““we’ produce let us

'profound

clave of pickpockets, porch climbers,
bandits and burglars assembled for the
|_purpose of dividing the loot
end apportioning the plunder, than it
does to_a' show -having anything to do
with' ‘‘peace’” unless it is to demon-

strate its utter impossibility. While no. -

+"(Continued on Page Five)
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