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SOLE motive'of modern in-
dustry is the exploitation of en-
slaved human labor and the

turning of the results of such exploita-
tion to the benefit, aggrandizement and
enrichment of the ruling class. Since the
first slave was shackled and the institu-
tion of slavery became the cornerstone
of civilization, everything that has been
incorporated into the mechanism of that
civilization, whether principle, theory or
faet, has been so incorporated solely be-
cause it furthered, buttressed, bul-
warked and made perfect the efficiency
of the means of turning the proceeds of
exploitation to the upbuilding’ and
strengthening of the ruling class em-
pire of pomp, magnificence and power.
Ruling class industry, with its com-
plicated and powerful machinery, repre-
sents the' mhgtmmt of the ages in the
production of ruling class requirements
and all that is embodied in the super-
structure of this vulgar and brutal civi-
lization. The grand climax of that
achievement has been indelibly written
in letters of fire and blood during the
last four years. And this grand climax
has all but wrecked the ruling class and
its eivilization of horror and rapine.
From the aftermath of the blood de-
kaueh of the last four years that civiliza-
tion can never recover. Intellectual,
moral and material bankruptey of the
raling class of the world is manifest in
every act of the ruffianly rulers and
their tools, in every utterance of their
statesmen and diplomats, and in every
{act that figuratively stands forth upon
the pages of their day books and ledg-
eis. And the long ages of slavery and
torture have at last conjured forth the
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Nemesis, in the shape of an awakening
proletariat, that will swiftly sweep this
rotten ruling class civilization and its
kindred crimes from the pathway of the
kiman race and make it possible for
nien and women ‘to live upon this earth
without being ruled and robbed for the
glory and vulgar aggrandizement of
slave masters and drivers. >
* ® *

There has never yet been discovered
Lut one means whereby slaves can be
Leld in bondage and ruled, robbed and
tortured by their owners and masters.
That means is conmonly termed govern-
rient. The modern state is the instru-
1ient of the ruling eclass. It is the in-
strument  designed, developed and
hrought to its prgsent high state of effi-
ciency, golely for. the purpose of hold.
ing slaves in subjection to their masters
end owners and rendéring them doeile
and tame to the exactions and scieraes
of their rulers. Government is unthink-
chle except for such a purpose. And it
I-as thus far proven itself amply eflicient
for that purpose. S long as it can bam-
Loozle or cajole the slaves into docility
and quiet under the lash of exploita-
tion, it cheerfully does

i

* ® *

tune to which millions of slaves danced
to their death in the glorious spectacle
«nd millions more crippled and maimed
themselves in the gallant attempt. Let
it not be forgotten that the commen
people, the useful peopie of no land had
unything to say, either one way of an-
other, in regard to staging the delect-
#ble performance. Rulers, ruffians, gov-
crnments, attended to all- of that, and
tiey are now busily but ludierously en-
deavoring to save themselves from the
ruins of their own show.
* &k *x

Happily we are democrats, here on this
wcstern continent. In fact we are now
democrats all over the earth,
wicked augocracy has heen so sweeping-
Iy defeated by the self-sanctified na-
tions of the earth and the pure in heart.

ell, in_democracies we sre told, that
& peoi)ﬁ‘\:%e Eﬁéinseleﬁ. “Thal is
what Lincoln termed “‘a government of
the people; by the peopic and for the
people.”’ Granted that this be so, al-
though it be a something absolutely un-
thinkable and Mr. Lincoln did not know
what he was talking about, then itlis

up to the people of these alleged demo-

cracies to take steps to see that their
precious  governments

so, no doubt because
that is the cheaper
way, but whenever that
method becomes 1o
longer effective, the
lash, the Kknout, the

The only

THE WORKERS' TASK

labor's big problem is a

let up on the club, the
gun, the hayonet. the
bomb, the jail and the
gibbet, and arrange for
at least a more decent
and tolerable state of

solution  of

since .

club, the gun, the bayo-
net, the jail and the
gibbet are used with
cqual cheerfulness and
aplomb, for, no matter
what the cost in bru-
tality and blood, the
property rights in hu-
man flesh must be held
intact to the owners
and masters and the
ganie of profitably rul-
ind robbing slaves
must not be broken up.
‘Never was such gigan-
tic plunder gathered
froin the slaves of the
carth year by vear as

complete change in the
mode of wealth produe-
tion. Instead of the
workers  leaving  their
bread and butter in tha
hands of corporations,
they must, by legislative
—and therefore legal—
enactment, restore the
ownership to themselves.
If the workers wait for
the present owners to get
off their backs, they will
probably starve to death
amid  plenty —and it
would serve them right.
Better join a working
class political party to-

affairs than that which
has prevailed in the
past and which is even
now promising to be-
come far worse. If the
people really govern
here in Canada and in
other equally enlight-
ened democracies. then
it is time that the rul-
ing and robbing of the
producers by the mast-
ers of industry. trade
and commerce was
brought to an end. Tt
is high time that the in-
telligent people (may
God forgive us) took a

is the case at the pres-
ent time. The magni-

day.

hand in their own af-
fairs to the end that

ficence and wealth of
the ancient empires of Babylon, Assyria,
F.gypt, Grecee and Rome, pale into signi-
ficence alongside of that of the vulgar
capitalist empires of this enlightened
nge. All the vast power of ihe chattel
very and feudalism of the past was
mequal to the task of staging such a
«iupendous and magnificent exhibition
21 ruling class efficiency and splendor,
as that pulled off to the music of capi-
talist class machinery during the last
four years. And let none overlook the

fuet that governments alone called the

<~ poverty and misery in
a land and age of plenty might be
Lrought to an end.

* * *

It is time that governments were
forced to spend less of their time in aid-
ing and abetting the schemes ot ex-
ploiters and commerecial brigands to
~ather their profits at the. expense of
the producers of wealth. and more of
it for the purpose of relieving the pres-
sare upon the producers and breaking
the stranglehold of rulers upon their
lives and fortunes. And wherever the

R ~ 8

o Be Achieved

people of a country possess the fran-
chise they have it in their power to
legally deprive their governments of the
power to continue as'the inst ts of
class tyranny, rapine and eventual
slaughter. Having the franchise and out-
rumbering the masters many to one, the
workers and farmers of Canada can take
possession of the reins and powers of
government at any election that may
ceeur, except under a ‘“‘War Time Elec-
tion Aect,”’ and turn those powers to any
purpose they see fit. Those powers can
he used to stop the present exploitation
and impoverishment of the wealth pro-
ducers, just as effectively as they are
now used to further the exploitation and
make that impoverishment inevitable.
Of course where a ‘‘War Time Election
Aect'’ is in foree, it is somewhat different
sor, un;k der such-an infamiy the last y
tige of even tﬁemﬂre‘g?d deuioeracy o
our day is destroyed, and purposely so.
Lut with even the limited rights of
franchise that prevailed at the outbreak
¢f the war, there is no reason why a
ruling class government should con-
t'nue in power, except that of a lack of
intelligence upon the part of the work-
ing class electorate. So long as the farm-
ers and city workers draw all of their
political and economie inspiration from
ruling class sources, however, their very
ignorance will cause them to use their
franchise wherewith to cut their own
economic and political throats. That is
what they have been doing in the past,
hut there is no longer any excuse for
sich folly. A true understanding of
their position in present day society is
now casily cbtainable, unless they are
too mentally lazy to grasp it. A volumin-
on Page Three)
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(Camlnued from Page One)

ous_Jiterature explaining it all i8 now
afloat and it is increasing tremendously
jn volume. Meetings are being held al-
most cvcry\\'hcre and the attendanee is
upidly inereasing. The very atmos-
phere is even now surcharged with the
electricity of revolutionary- change. The
cecades immediately to come will mark
He most stupendous changes..in social
and industrial institutions the world has
ever scen. The 'day of freedom for the
toflers of the earth is about to dawn.
ok TRk

IPor the workers, both rural and

ban; for the progressive thinkers; for
those whu earnestly look forward to a
létter order, a more decent arrangement
of the social and economic affairs of
men; for all who have had enough of
slavery, of competition, of brutality and
war, the time has come for an alignment
of forees for the conquest of the public
powvers for the common good and wel-
“are of all. If all who renlly believe in
(l;,murra('y,_\; ere to mgve.in solid politi-
¢al phalanx against: the common foe of
all progress and human liberty, the cita-
(el of ruling class power would erumble
to ruing and that baneful and sinister
-anny and rapine
--government-—would” be shorn of its
power for evil, and with its teeth pulled
end its claws trimmed mrght I)e turned

fust and slaughter, in times when rulers

the_division of the plunder. United po!

a1 action” by ait-workers and progres-
sives generally, against the robber class
of this and all other lauds, is the first
consideration, and where these have the
{ranchise there if would be folly to pd-
voeate or advise resort to any other
means. We still have the franchise in
Cangda and the United States. Let us use
that franehife in our own behalf and
that of our class. When we liave been
depn\'cd of that franchise it will tien
Ye time to consider the advisability of
wsing some other equally legal -weapon
wherewith to effect the deliverance of
vur class from jts age long bondage. In
such ease even the club would be legal,
as any legal gentleman will cheerfully
admit, that is if he be paid for the admis-
sion. The tactics and methods forced
upon the workers and peasants of Rus-
sia are not yet necessary here. Let us
hope they never will be necessary, but
let us also hope, and also solemnly ‘af-
frm, that whenever it does become neec-
excary to do as the Russian workers have
done, that we will not be so lackingsin
ranly courage as to lay down on the
job. But the conquest of the public
powers by.and for the avorking-class,
and that too by the use of whatever
neans may be determined by the rul-
ing class itself, is the first task in hand.
Ttis up to that class whether the change
that is eoming shall come peacefully, or
come *“in full panoply of war, with wild
dishevelled locks and shod in iron
sandals.”’ b

into a useful and b
tive instrnment wherewith to pencelully
und decently carry out the requirements
of a civiligation not based upon slavery
rnd, slanghter. It is the mission of this
piblication to do all within its power
to"rouse the workers, the useful, the
thonghtfnl, the progressive people of
+he land, to the necessity of united and
emphatie action along political lines for
the purpote of wresting from the brutal
_end conscienceless’ ruling class of thm
oD nivn and o! ﬂw ‘world, f

mpresman whereb;

e roa\mers are held in the tor-
hm\'nf exploitation. and robbery in
{imes of peace, and driven ruthlessly
into the shambles of ruling class blood-

.
EDITORIAL NOTES " it

The United Btates is generally acknow-
ledged by the self-touted apostles of hyproc.
riry to be the world's leading “Hemocracy.
Among - the first 2,000,000 conscript slaves.
“gelected” to carry the message of Ameri-
can “democracy” to the benighted heathen
ot central Europe, 200,000 were found who
could nelther read . their orders or under-
‘stand them when delivered.” When they got
letters from friends or relatives they were
ic:umdwﬂnmm-hewreud

/in & year twice as much for chewing gum
as it am- for school books, more for auto-
mobiles than for all nrim-.ry and secondary.
education and school

the average
teacher léss ﬂun it pays the average day

und robbers.fall out and quarrel ov‘?—'

e

v
And yet this appears {0 be about
the slaves know

laborer.”
as it should be. The less

tion 15 doubtless due to /the greater merit
of his seryices. The .day laborer nmall!
performs useful and ‘essential sePvice.
capitalist teacher teaches mostly mmk.

‘ - * ok K

A Btockholm special to the New York
I'vening Post says that “expenditure of Len-
ine government for 1918 is 46,000,600,000
goubles, and the revenue hu! 15,000,500,000
roubles. As estimates aré bptimistic, the real
deficit_is placed at 43, ouo ooo 000 roubles.”
This deficit was covered by the printing of
“credit notes.” During the year “the Bol-
shevikl printed 30,000,000,000 roubles of
these, which with amount already outstand-
ing from January 1, 1918, makes 50,000,000,
000 roubles in circulation."wAs any ome may
readily see there is evidently no shortage of
money (capital) in Russla, and as that ls
thy main. consideration, aceording to all that
we have been taught by our capitalist
masters, it ls by no means easy to under-
#sland why all this talk of how Russia ls-suf-
fering for the food and other numerous
things that our dear capitalists are so eager
t6 find a market for. And as far a8 we know
the Bolsheviki printing press is still in run-
ning order and in consequence there is no
immediate prospect of the money supply
running short. Such being the case there is
r¢ honest reason. why the Boisheviki of Rus-
slashould refuse to pay the paltry billions
that were borrowed from the French and
other soulful.capitalists of the earth prior
o the collapse of the Czar's rel They
might even loan the Germans énough of that
sort of money to pay the indemnity to be
i:posed upon them by the disinterested
champlons of “‘democracy” who have so val-
orously brought unto them the glad tidings
of an ever]

i §. ..

Natlonal bank resources of the United
tes are now close to $20,000,000,00, thus
urpassing all previous records. Deposits
wers over $15,000,000,000 on Nov. 1 with
federal reserve banks. As a dollar is equi-
valent to two roubles it may be readily secn
that the United States is by no means be-
hind Russia In wealth and capital It is
all the'same kind, too. In both cases it is
solely -a product of th\‘pnnun‘ press. It
is all an order upon the future. It is~really
amazing how easy it is to make money, and
how- rapidly wealth may be accumulated al-
though everything that is produced 'is ac-
tually uwsed .up as.rapidiy-as it h bmhz

* x % :

The sales of F. W. Woblworth co.
Froprietor of 1038 five, ten and fifteen-cents
junk stores, amounted $107,175,749 dur-
ing 1918. The company was able to squeeze
tut 9 1-2 cents profit per-dollar of sales, and
@l the miserably paid and intensly sweated

former presiden

slaves-in its employ. As every one knows most

LW.GOO for the year. It will afford
w«x to the girls, however, to

figures. To tell the !mmortal t.-rum

raatter though, the gifls ought to be

sshamed to draw down their princely

in the face of such harrowing financ
cumstances for their benevolent and p!
taropic émployer. But come to think of it
rowever, the poor-siaves of this age would

l:-hod for their material sustenance and ml-
ful uplife,

K * * *

Qut -of 2,600 American soldiers
from shel] shock in France, over 2,000 were -
instantly cured by news of the signing of the
armistice. This was related as a
tc the senate military comniittes by Surgeon.
General Ireland. The somewhat unsophisti-
cated Surgeon General emphatically and en-
Lmuiuu:any mar!

“greatest in
known.” Wn.hour. any-particularly uumn-
ith

feci strongly inclined to quite agree with mu
learned and profound Surgeon General. It
undoubtedly was the "rre:uen" ever.

Boston Safe Dapo-n & rrun Co. pas de~
clared dividends amounting to $34 per share
for 1918. And yet there are millifns of work-
ing plugs who stubboraly persist in dubbing
tiong for wages as low as §§ or $10 per day,
instead of saving their money and starting -
up an easy money game like the above men-
tioned, What fools these working animals are
anyway. Can it be that the creator made them
that way on purpose, so that they might for-
cver function as easy marks and gold bricks
for the rogues and rascals of this mundane
sphere? Looks like it any way. ?

* Kk K

Now that Roosevelt, the blatant ass of
American politics 1s dead, every dirty sheet
of capitalism and every mlmmﬂ‘
£nd fount of crocodile s busy fulmin-
a*ing of his virtues and eulogixing his gar-
r.ity and inordinate self conceit.-It must
have been an inspiring sight when Senator
Lodge, that relic of the stone age, burst into
tears “when he attempted to eulogize the -
" upon the floor of the sen-
ate recently. We too are impelled to tears
over the late lamented. Coming as it has
s0 swiftly upon the complete snuffing out and
silencing of Kalser encollern, the un-
happy,demise of the nnm
lcft - the world -nurnb

rpontaneous racket of the two of .. No.:
wonder Lodge wept coplously cw’cr “Teddy's”
dcmise. And the floodgates of ‘our weep Are
opened doubly wide over the loss of these
| two Dromios of flamboyant, noisy and others.
"Wwise spectacular. performance.

~ THE PURPOSE OF CENSORSHIP

T i beyond hunnn reason fhat the com-

mon. people of any country, the expl

and tortured vlctlm.. of class rule and
robbm could be driven like so many cattle

./ to the shambles of slaughter and devasta-

tion,  as has been the case during the last
lotir years, were-it not for the fact that they

7 Fuaiare deliberately lied to and. Kept, In fotsh

igniorance of the objects and purposes of
the brutal and bloodthirsty rulers and ruf-
-fians who directed the slaughter. “To keep
the masses In ignorance is the first duty
of governments, for it is” by ‘no other token
that ‘their continued rule and robbery tan

i7be mnd. In all the era of rule and rob—
bery

he, w s “stations everywhere ﬂnh-
*thelr messagos. from shore to shore and

4 happenings throughout the ¢art™ are broight

every land, a full account of all imporrant

to the breakfast table of every inquiring citi-
ren ofall civillzed lands. At least tha: 1 the
way it s related to us, and that is the way
it actually fs, if we are to believe even one-
half_of what 'we are told. But ia It fruc?
Are we really informed as to what iz occurr-
‘ng in the various countries of (he ear:l, cr
are we misinformed? Areiwe given tiy truth
in all cases, or are wa frequently lied to oute
right or led astray through misreprasenta-
ton? Do we know anything even now about
the internal ‘affairs and ‘conditions ¢ uther
countries, that we can-rely on.ad befns the
truth?. Is it not a fact that we know Hext
to nothing about what Is going on amcng
the people of bur own land, outside ths nar-
row iimits of our.own personal acquainiunce
and .observation? Is it pot @ fact that we
are fed dally with pure and uhadulterntol
g the and dolngs
of even our‘own fellow countrymen. in' o*her
provinees ondtowns, or are kept in !zn.
ance. thereof through deliberate suppression
of the pews?--It is undoubtedly true that
RETEF 3 m the les ‘86" :rul for the

to the service of the slave class is concerned.
It would be the heighth of presumption to
expect it to be used for the purpose of bring-
ing any truth to. the slaves of class rule,
that might in any manner prove dangerous
o their rulers and masters.

* ok k.

Perhnnl the most- transparent plece of ]
government humbug in all its achievements
Iv that line is the Censorship, that it has
long since become so fashionable to establish
vpon the slightest occasion that may affright
thy gentle souls of rulers and 'ot.her ruffiangy
of that ilk. Every country .involved in the
glorious war, that uncorked its giory in 1914,

set up a for the al-
leged purpose of prevehting any - informa-
tion being ' printed ~and disseminated that
“might be of military. value to the ememy.”
If any more childish excuse ‘could be given
it bas not yet been discovered, With all the
rreans and avenues-for gathering-~mews and
sPreading  the same, in the hands of the
rulers’ of the various nativns and their mui-
tary ruffians, it is apparent that no such in-

and news, b\lt 1t is-also as llndoubtedky true
that the facilities for gathering and dissem-

inating that which is false and misleading
were also -never 0 great:as Mow, and the
control and operation .of mm mcm\la are’
in the hands of dm

could stand much of 'a chanee of
any place where It Wis not wanted

reaching
o go by the rulers. This' continent—being-{-20H

some 3,000 miles or more from the European
enemy and none of the means of news trans-
nission upon this side of the water being in
humuhmn-mmmﬂnmemm
the. pretense that’ the censorship was set
up for any such purpose. The censorship of
Canada has boen made to cover the banning

d -othtr that by

| of
no siretch of Ilu $magination could have any- |

thing to do with the “enemy, either by re-
Veallng to him military secrets or bringing
any other comfort to his no doubt—dirty soul.
The war®has now. been over for some weeks.
Bot the tensorship is still on. There is no
«.emy left, unless it be the Bolshevikl, to

mmury-oq-ehmubemuhdby
£53

some petty little country. weekly pnhnu.

that never had above 300. subscribers and

not-mpyn(whlnhemmtlnlomnm
than

'nrewlurnom-u!uummndm

diabolical highness, the-Germna Kalser. This
togsther

dcminion _is al too far from Kalsers _ .
land to admit of such silliness as that being -

hoods about th.ld.lﬂﬂ&ofﬂ.b rk

varfous parts of the Dominion of cuu-. N-
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1 all the world, the Soviet Repub-
is marshalling its forces for re-
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In addition to the dozens oOf XCUuses | ;. qyife agreed that, the war being|an important capture by Vancouver
Senerally given In such cases, It 18| oy the present ubsolutely neces-|“Dicks.”  The victims were youths
the: desire of the publishers to se-| . * nterference In business by the | between the ages of 7 and 11. Also
t revenue from circl-|gtq njust disappear.” a prohibition drunk. The latier was
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to make“it to A very drunk. P
eriff at !l:uy without the . 1 Lt “a i o5 No
o( hnll of its columns as ndvcr- eérever a set of people claim ¥l
E.‘é?. political domination within a nation, |, 1f Prohibitionists are asincere in MoLEOD, NOLAN &_CO.

their desire to see the booze glim- -

inated they will ingist that the':ov- Malkers

ernment commandeer the source of iy -

supply and thereafter manufacture || - LONDON, ONT.

and sell the product at the cost of -

production. ‘Without the element of

profit there Wwould be no incentive
banishment

BRI IR a men
predestined to be the guardians of
The ’"::‘ -luu:nd form qt “; a nation, wherever a caste tries to
Star appe: to. e Mmanag: and | monopolize the political and econo-
< editor ‘as, much handier than the | i« forces of sccioty to employ them
usual six, seven  or eight-column m- r“,pm of its own, without re-

prditotio Later on, after Star for the Interest of the rest of c n&
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1919 ““If the workers refuse to use their D. J. ELMER, 3118 Alberta St., Vancouver

- p votlm;l pt;:{:r flnu:{:grumly,k w{hn}m
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The Labor Star t}uencn mdn.ll public umbn' I‘u-

5 fluence and power must be acquir-

7 580 Homer Street, ed, they must be eonqueréd, they
~ are not llvon.;
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we ur'h:lud !:.:IQ that ,l‘:uhfu
s i s peans -have n  eau, the
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- ) application to tbc affairs of our
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T s 5 “It is not the pcoylo n any cotin- 1
X z - s try that are trying ito m-h the Jlar
S : = of the press. That is the the
- work of the ruunp class and their cof
7 political agents. Nejther was the Trade

freedom of the press given or grant- |-
“The Actino Ophcal lnshtute Lol lassamar el o

: s 18 NOW SITUATED AT ad to say on - this subject:  ‘The ;
5 3 free press was hot granted by mon- Monthlies
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THE LABOR BTAR

A and of Loeal,
National and Internotionsi Current Events
¥rom the Workers' Viewpolnt

oy
liberty and elvilization,” they wers most
v.wtusy of the opinion that thelr noble
cause could not be properly furthered and
liberty ana civilization be made safe and se-
cure, sxcept by annexations of territory and
payment of indemnitics to be exacted from
those other equally vallant champions of
liberty, democracy and civilization, their

These ea:rales, during

THE WISDOM OF FINANCIERS
HEN it comes down 1o the matter of

virtue of long pncue- and p-cuzlu- mn.-.
duly

Imsued by The Star

R. PARM. PETTIPIECE

E. T. KINGSLEY .

Offiges 550 liymer St. (Opposite Labor Temple)
Telephone Seymour 9208

. Manager
Editor

Advertising Hates on Application
in bunale By matl Single
oriers” 3C

those were usly
emphatic and quite noisily persistent in as-
serting the absolute disinterestedness
their motives, in so far as material things of
this world are concerned, and actually mede
the welkin ring with voluminous assevera-
tions of their eternal devotion ounly to the
sacred and noble cduse of "9

Liberty, 'lt'll'lllﬂun‘ Justice and preserving

the art of lmot, and ddnk ln their Vlom
‘of wisdom with a thankfulpess eminently

the occasion. For should be,
or could be, qualified to speak with authority
upon such a weighty subject except thoss
who have given it a life study Most as-
suredly no wage animal or horny-handed
tiller of the soil could accumulate any know-
ledge worth while in regard to how to make

~—1f this number is on your addre:
label .your -ub-crlntlon axplul
with next issue. Renew promptly.

NO

Vancouver, B. C., Thursday, January 16, 1919

SALUTATORY
HE LABOR STAR has no to

against the.
and wicked designs of their apperent
en¢mies, but really allies in liberty’s cause.
That they were really allles is clearly shown

for wealth and bold, when
there is nothing on earth\with which to make

by their mutual of being

in battling for liberty and civilization. Bat-
tiing for the same thing they could:not be
enemies, and it 15 not exactly clear how they
could have fallen into the error of ever
as such. And it was

make for its appearance In the news-
paper world. It will be an instrument of
the working class in ite struggle for freedom
| from the tyranny and exploitation of eapi-
| tal. It wil] fearlessly hew to the class line let
’ ihe chips of truth fall where they will.

LA
The manager, editor and associate writers
are not without experience in the Labor
movement of Western Canada. Having
3 made about all the mistakes possible, in the
¥ past, an endeavor will be made to avoid
[ 2 some of them during the stirring events of
the future.
* K K %
Spectai-attentiof™ #ill be devoted to the
discussion of local, national and Interna-
tional events from the wiewpoint of the
workers. The imperative necessity of inde-
| pendent political action upon the part of the
workers will be emphasized, as the only
luts, of pr t-d fg prob-
lems, providing a basls to start from in the
process of ‘‘reconstruction.”
* K
After Feb. 1st The Labor Star will be is-
sued weekly. As soon as warranted, it will
e made a semi-weekly. The Star will try to
make a place for itself by deserving the sup-
port of that portion of the working class be-
lieving primarily in independent political
action.

. - N
HYPOCRISY UNMASKS ITSELF
HERE never was a war fought in-all
history that was not waged in the name
table and edifying

of liberty. Either side in these deleo-
the other in loyalty and devotion to her most

R

a really delightful sight to witness the em-
phatic renunciation of all worldy ambitions
dealing with matters of territory, indem-
nities and other similar vulgar things, by
the Entente of liberty,

and civillzation, and their fervent embraee-
ment of the soulful doctrine of ‘“self-de-
termination” for small nations, “no annexa-
tions and no indemnities” for the big ones,
the death of autocracy, the “destruction’ of
militarism, and the world made safe for

democracy.” And thus did hitherto sordid
nations rise above the vulgarity of empire
over material things and enter the kingdom
of where and pur-

ity ot o become supreme riches
of the human soul, and the individual does
not have to wait untll death to become pos-
sessed of his allotment. "Twas thus that
nations found their “soul” as some
dope flends have ;o lu:clnuly set forth.

- *

The tide does not always run ome
way. In.due time it turns. This is as true

o: the tide of war as it is of that of the “salt
chuck.”  When the tide eventually turned
against the Central Empires and the star of

figures:
but wealth which has been produced and
consumed, leaving nothing behind but the
figures aforesaid and a lean and hungry look
upon the visage and a bad taste in the
mouth of th who produced the wealth.
For sound information upon finance it is
best to go direct to the lullnmn-bud of

upon future production '
fully taught that It wlﬂ-ﬂllul
ligation which the future is honorably
t> meet in return for something the past
supposed to have By some
fervently belleved that all of this
junk, this Investment, money, loans,
sccounts, and ‘other credit flimflam, is the '
well earned fruit of “‘saving and
upon the part of the holders thereof It :
all a Me. It rePresents noth! umnﬂ.
It Is made up of the figures I behind out
of the plundeéor the producers of the past.
“e only “abstinence” that has entered inte
the accumulation of this co-called
or “capital” is the enfurced “abstinenue” of
the from all in the -
enjoyment of the products of their llbu
an “abstinence” that has been and still is
enforced by the “irom heel” of government.
One need but follow the utterances of the |
great financiers and their journalistic nmku’;
pleces to” become fully awaro of the
that the magnitude of the world's wealth,
investments,

financial wisdom, the
and its staff of financial By eo
doing we may be sure of obtaining a correct
tusight into how and why the nations of the
world become the richer the more they are
In debt; how wealth may be amassed by
the accumulation of flgures that represent
nothing but debt that can never be paid;
and how it is that great fortunes are pos-
nbhmwmo:mauam;;umeveum
that is produced in the world is totally con-
sumed as fast as it is produced.

* & &
Thomas W. Lamont, of J. . uotgu &
Co., ia_¢ of foreign com-
mittee of A

Now Thomas must be a very competent
financlal in order to hold down so
important a post with that aggregation of
fpancial wolvea. No lunher argument or
is the com-
peuneyo!‘l.‘homuthnmavurytmﬂu&
+e holds such an important position. At
the recent conveation of the "Bu\kﬂ'l’
Thomas

cargo of wisdom a( the choicest

the Entente was In the
still bravely battling for liberty thé Central
Empires began to lose faith in the virtue of

quality. He lucldly pointed out that the
fortunes of the war for democracy had con-
verted the United States from a ‘“debtor
ration” to the tune of some $4,000,000,000,
to a “creditor nation" to the still happler
tune of uo.ooo 000 000. And Thomas prog-

ggles always outvies
glorious cause and points the &
at fts

j@:m never sent forth upon marauding
Texpeditions in search of plunder, except with
Iiberty as their slogan. The barbarian hordes
.pever ralded Roman territories, that they
7 d1d not do so with the cry of liberty upon
their lips. In all the bloody wars of Europe
from the collapse of Roman civilization down
to the present, the. resounding slogan ot all
the combatants has always been, “liberty.”
'nu armles of Napoleon fought for liberty;
and his tought for

! nothing short of that. The bloody butchery
 of Crimea was pulled off in her sacred name,
and both sides to the combat were as a unit
in so afirming. Britain has eonquered and
held ‘half the earth the

name of liberty, The rebellious colonles of
America fought for their independeénce from
Ner brutal rule, in the name of Tiberty, and
Britain as stubbornly fought_for. liberty in
order to prevent it. In 1861 the United
“ States_the North al the South both fought
for liberty, and in 1870 France and Germany
did the same thing. The Boer war, the
the Jap s and a
-lengthy st of lesser ones, each and all
marked an undying zeal, upon the part of

, utterly regardless of all discomforts

. that might fall to their respective lots in
* the glorious struggle.

* kK

A | then eame.the great war of 1914,

5 &l the participants, to further the cause of |

that the mass of food-
stufts, ! etc., that

the entire hraakm:zwn of the whole Rimsy
structure of impossible debt is imminent.
That it s impossible is becoming painfully
;ppuen! to more than one of the investing
class, for it Is becoming next to impoesible
tc longer find the additional markets and
opportunities for new investments, upon

which the of the r

game of lhvu in y-

selling the proceeds o depends. One
strikln( evidence of thh s to be found in

among
!hc high priests of trade, commerce and in-
vestment that the years immediately befors
wus are to be years of the most intense com- *
‘petitive struggle for markets and invest- -
ments the world ever saw. And the ruling £
class world is in terror lest the world Bol-
sheviki too seriously interferes with the de-
lightful prospect.

EDITORIAL NOTES

The value of mineral products mined in

the United States in 1917, according to the
Geological Survey, was $5,010,948,000. As -
this would be equivalent to $50 per hezd
v $300 per family for the population of
the country, it would almost seem as ugh
everybody in the country should be fairly
well supplied. No family or person should
be short of iron, copper, lead, coal and
under such a generous produc-

Kurope will require for years to coms will
assure a “trade balance’’ in favor of the
United Btates, of at least §1,500,000,000 per
“How Is such an enormous annual

the world is to move on; if its people are
to be housed and fed and clothed; if rich
America 18 to de her full share in rendering
these services, we shall have to lend to, and
in foreign countries on a scale that, nva

tion as that. And yet there are hundreds .
whoandnwnnu-onmnnhﬂm_-

clety they expect to inaugurate in the future
can and must be predicated upon the gigan-
tic industrial production of present day
capitalism. With these earnest souls all that
will be Y to hruu' the ‘:n‘:

years ago we had never even
sible.” In other words the only way that W—
ment can be made is by extending the pay-
ment indefinitely. Either Thomas' explana-
tion means that or it means nothing. It seems
that all that happened through the United
States bringing home or *“absorbing” that
raeasly $4,000,000,000 of debt that wag held
abroad is that instead of such debt now being
held u:.uu( Lmeru:-n railways and other

! it is now held by

by
American brigands of the same llk. No In=
been wi, off the slate, All of

more laying aawke u;hu over the pod-
bﬂlw of “Uberty” being No
concers about the saivation of “democracy.”
No-more humbug about the “destruction of
civilization.” ;

cc change in the convi of
the “Hun" the plundering of &is
80 has the o of fortune

that $4,000,000,000 of debt still remains, and

then everything will be lonly and the goose
will hang high. They had better guess again.
x K
'l'ne Christian Seience Monitor is distinotly
ir a class by itself, as the most viclously

poisongus and intentionally ﬂ-auy and ve-

st Chicago. this delectable sheet declared
“thig “gathering cheered for Bolshevism, the
worst expression of lawlessness

tality the modern world has known.”
the Boisheviki of the entire world can pull
o& an of and bru=

-]

ming d preserve

‘M mma uu mferty of dl tln people of
tho world and safeguard clvilization against
the sinister and deadly influences that might
ly seek to_destroy it . Each and every
imbatant nations has afirmed

But, M to say, when the Central Em-
pires were still in fine fettle and ‘evidently
thought they were winning the battle fer

had “found their souls,” noisily and. hypo-
ceritically avouched the purity of their pur-
vcn and thelr unshakable opj

ducts cannot be taken trom the proau.

snd anything like payment be made, for the
very simple reason that theré is ‘nothing | gentus
outside of the with chis

tality” llpon a more efficient. and m .

dous scale  than the ruling class effort of

the last four years It will certainly be
of

and
that will at least do credit to all the -

.

all there is or ¢an bs to what
termed finance. It is all

favor.' -At-ihe forthcoming “peace confer- tinue to throug!
ence” '‘they will undoubtedly strip the last the hoid — npozt‘:‘:hnmme:ﬂ :‘::
shred of decency from their “com with that tri-
m:th!m?-“l;:tdfowmmm bnudo-::th-ngﬂudomombﬂ.lth
and has always been the only legitimate and | posed of Wmm?‘zb’m‘ﬁ
tory. Mltl:'cwdm-t s :‘uﬁ:ln.mum hhmm“udh

: trut
mmdt.(cuamhwmhmqa- nuMm;::‘m?::‘::

meﬂmhmmyhmdnymhr
it “lawlessness and brutality” were elimin-
ated from the- ruling class stock-in-trade
there would be nothing left. ltbdnm
of life in ruling class nostrils.

prepared for
kingdom .of the
Cecline and Fall of the

peace.” may be noted that “pras.
mcta’ubdnwumh':: %







