Mainifesto and Platform

=—OF THE—

Federated Labor Party of B.C.

THE FEDERATED LABOR PARTY is organized for the pur-

pose of sccuring industrial legislation, and the collective ow-

l&crﬂlup and democratie control of the meuns of wealth pro-
uction.

Private ownership of the means of wealth production (lands,
forests, mines, fisheries, mills and factories), is the basis of the present
system of society. The ownership of these natural resources and the
machinery of production is vested in a small minority of the people,
who, beeause of this ownership, constitute the ceal rulers of the
country—the ruling class.

This elass ownership of the means of life, with the restrictions and
appropriation of the fruits of labor necessarily following it, is the root
cause of the present insceurity and privation suffered by the work-
ing class.

The large majority of the people—the working class—being prop-
erty less, must obtain the necessities of life through the only channel
open to them, i.c., by selling their labor power. The only condition
upon which they can do so is that a profit must aceruc to the owning
class from the proeess. Profits for the few and not the needs of the
many is the motive underlying production.

The farmer, despite the semblance of ownership which appears
frout the occupancy of the land and the machinery with which he
works it, is in approximately the same position as the propertyless
wage-worker. The wage-worker sells kis labor power dircet to the
capitalist class for a price (wages), and that which he produces be-
longs to the party empioying him or her. The farmer converts his
labor power into other commodities, (wheat, oats, ote.), which he
must dispose of in the open market, having little or no control over the
disposal of his product. The result of his toil passes into the hands of
the capitalist class in rent, interest and prefit just as surely and com-
pletely as does the product of the labor of the wage-worker, which he
(the wage-worker) leaves in the mill or factory when the whistle blows
at the end of the day.

The production and distribution of the things essential to our
needs has reached a stage of development in which it requir
active cooperation of practically al! the productive forces in
soeial production has superseded individual production. Our ul
objective is, therefore, the colleetive ownership of things collectively
produced and collectively used. The need and well-being of society
| must be the regulator of produetion.
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a socialist party holds that the difi-
enlties which the working class is laboring under can only be removed |
by a change in our cconomic system. For this reason we do not put
ferward any lengthy list of immediate aims.

By working class we mean all of the people who must labor by
hand or by hrain and have no other me of support.

The funetion of the party is to organize and cdueate the workers
ulong politieal lines as the surest and safest way to get control of the
powers of government. Once having sceured that power it will be
used to liberate where it is now used to oppress.

Changes come slowly as the people learn slowly and to try and
force changes before the mass of the people are ready for them will
ony defeat the end we have in view.

Before the workers can advance to power they must gain confid-
enee in their own ability as organizers, legislators and administrators;
and the best way to"create that confidence is by contesting the elect-
ion to every clective office.

On the platform, around the council table or in the legislature we
shall put forward and work for the passing of such reforms as the
workers think necessary for the strengthening of their position, but
our ultimate goal is the socialist state.

Federated Tabor Party of B.C.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

I, the undersigned, end: and subscribe o the furth e of the
declared objects of the Party and agree 1o be governed by the
Constitution thereof.
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