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[By M. 8.] W
HEN a propoesition to form any
new organization in a commun-

ity, such as a church, a Kiwanis or
Rotary club, a new chapter of the L
0. D. E, or even a labor political
unit or orgalnzation I think that we
are justified in questioning the need
for such a centre of activity, So far
ns local branches of the Federated
Labor party are concerned, I am con-
vinced that they can become a wvalu-
able factor In the social, intellectual
ife of the people In
the district In which they are formed.
I therefore propose, In this article, to
submit to you my reasons for this
conclusion, and ask you to give them
your consideration, especially if you
are In doubt as to what your attitude
towards this movement should he,

The Federated Labor party Is a
unit of that young and virile politi-
cal force known as “labor.” As such
it promised and pronoses In its plat-
form, and by its ideais to govern the
people by counstitutional and parlla-
meatary methods, free from graft,
corruption and capitalistic dominance,
bhecause [ts platform is founded on
soclalism, and soclallsm Is an Ideal-
ism of industrial and political econo-
my, cherished by an educational de-
mocracy In opposition to the present
system of human exploitation as
practised by a capltelistic autocracy.

It must be obvious to the most
casual observer, and especially those
of us who have viewed conditions ex-
Istent in the crowded industrinl cen-
tres of the European and eastern
countries, that the capltalist system
has falled to utilize natural resources
and productive power, and to provide
from them a standard of existence in
harmony with the natural asplrations
of an intelligent people.

When we remember the glibe pro-
mises given by our hoary politicians
and diplomats in the early days of the
great war, how, when our manhood
marched to death, and our women
and children remuained at home to face
lives of lonesome sorrow, when
through the fires of Armageddon and
through the torture of o million souls
on the battlefields of Europe, a fulrer
existence would arlse, we question
their knowledge or sincerity, They
promised that in the serenity of peace,
lnbor would recelve its just reward,
and the world would be made o place
fit for heroes, for men an women to
live in. When we remember these
promises, and look nbout us to mee
their fulfilment, what do we find?

A world erushed by a load or debt,
from which it would seem Imposaible
to arise. Our children's children sad-
dled with the responsibility of the
Interest on that debt, which goes on
an on In a vielous circle from which
we can never escape. Unemployment
in unprecedented volume, sapping the
lite blood and ambition from the
workers. The rumhlings of war, and
the invention and manufature of
fiendish  engines of destruction be-
coming more prevalent day by day.
Commissions and enqulries in every
country sitting in futile efforts to
plave responsibility  for graft and
—
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and above
all, a system of education deliberate«<
1y planned and maintained for the
purpose of fostering and increasing
the power of the vested interests that
sit enthroned In every legislature,
Examine the composition of the so=
called democratic Eovernments,
Italy In the hands of the Fascistl,
openly pledged to the perpetuation of
capltalism, and the degradation of or=
ganized labor in every shape and
form. France and Germany. still con=
trolled by the militarist castes that
launched the cataclysm of 1914. Am-
erica, the land of freedom, with its
conglomeration of Wall strest finan-
clal junkers, swaying the lves and
destinles of milllons from Washing-
ton. In Britaln we find the “die<
hards” of an obsolete system, based
on the superiority of autocracy and
wealth, fighting desperately to retain
their prestige against the onslaughty
of a new democracy, while Russis
alone among the nations, facing the
opposition of a world with its capi=
talist-owned military forces arrayed
against her, pursues her definite path,
towards the goal of an idealistic obe
Jective. There is, no doubt, that the
Russlan soviet government, though
an uneducatcd democrey, when it
was hurled Into power, on the crest
of one of the bloodiest revolutions
that has ever shaken the foundations
of humanity is, as it gains intelll=
gence and experience by the responsi=
bilitles of iis position, demonstrating
to the polltical monopolies of capi=
talism, that evolution, even thoughi
evolution must flnally displace and
supersede that older system of op-
pression which our socinlism seeks 1o
abolish by capitalistic methods.

Do not mistake my culogy of Ruse
slan wovietlsm for advocacy of its re-
volutionary propagandan. 1 am wtill
proud to believe that we of the Anglo=
Saxon race have long pamwd the
stage where force appeals to reason,
The parliamentary labor PRILY, ns wo
know it, In Great Britaln and the do-
minions, points the way to emancipa-

tion through a cultural revolut,on,
Tased on the education of the people,
The citizens of today are the men
and women of the factories, the
workshops and the offices, of the for-
exts, the fields and the mines, the
workers and the thinkers. The soclal

order of today must meet the chal-
lenge of this eltizénry. There can be
no compromise with the exploitation
of men and women and children, with
long hours and low wages. Thero
can be no compromise with the denlal
of education. There can be no com-
promise with unemployment arising
out of social conditions, bocause such
conditions are a disgrace to the na-
tlons that suffer under them.

These problems and their solutions
Is the platform of the labor party.
The solutions demand a complete
change In our social and economlc
life. How. when oand where this
change can be made, is part of the
educative programme which political
Inbor submits to its followers.

The Federated Labor party secks
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to place this educational propaganda
in the lives and the homes of those
who live in the districts in which
this movement functions. If we are
in full sympathy with the movement,
let us prove It by our diligence in
study. Let us prove it by our loyalty
at the ballot-box. Let us prove it by
our energy and enthuslasm displayed
In the Interests of humankind. MND
other movement affords us so Ereat

nn uvpportunity for reel service to our
fellowmen.
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