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Kingsley Says First Gun
+Fired in War Was Capi-
ialism’s Death Knell

Under the caption of “The Ead
of an Epoch,” Comrade E. T. King-
sley once mers rung his warning
knell on Sunday night at the Royal,
the key-nots being sounded im ad-
vance by Mrs. G. H. Taylor as chair-
man. She assured her hearers that,
if they were depending upen the
other fellow, they wers nearimg the
end of thoir existence. With a con-
tinuance of the rise of prices and
the curtaiilment of production, the
majority of people would sech be
slarved off the face of the earth;
80 they might as wall make prepar-
ations for laying out their lves
themselves. The mishandling of
Great Britain’s food supply shewed
the hopelessness of the cass, even
under government control.

There was no prospect, she mid,
of things getting better as long as
the farmer worked long hours, got
one-fourth the retall price ef his
commodities, and knew he was be-
Ing rodbbed hand over fist. He
would just raise enough for his
family, and tell the rsst of the
world just where they eould go.
He had been, like the working
class In general, too good and kind.
He was now getting tired of this.
ghn didn't blame the farmer one

it

Comrade Kingsiey averred: “Wo
shan't have to wait very long for
the crisis—it's here right now. The
whole civilized world is being con-
fronted with confusion werss con-
founded,”

Never was the mind of maa
ccnfured as It was now; mever the
situation of the world so helpless.
| Ruling-class civilization had reach-
|ed the apex of its achievement In
|the _loody war; the first gum fired

in that war sounded the death-knell
and the doom of ruling-class so-
|clety.

For the last 10,000 years, at least,
all the institutions of human society
had rested on human slavery. The
{slaves were now more cruelly.tor-
tured than ever before; and a gen-
eral collapse was threatening to
bury those slaves with thelr matsers
in oblivion. The speaker believed
nothing else conceivable, except
that this civilization should go Lo
Teomp.ete ruin.

Ti'stcry was not & record of hu-
man progress, but of the develop-
.| ment of huii.an slavery. Machinery
had never lightened the burden of
human toll: it had only forced on
an gver-lessening number of slaves
‘ithe burden of producing the nec-
)| essary things of life for all, and
turned over an ever greater pro-
"' portion to the service of the ruling
class. By a physical law, it was Im-
possible to produce power without
|the expenditure of an equal amount
1| 9t energy; to suit & human purpose,
/|1t required human energy, and no
]

other power could take its place.
The weight apparently lifted by one
. !man at the lever, was really lifted
| | by the combined energies of a muit-
.| ftude of men. The entrance of me-
. |chanical appliances into Industry
:|did not conserve human energy:
on the contrary, it added friction,
which ultimately became impossible

#
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for thoss living under it te feed
and clothe themselves.

Referring to the British govers-
ment's consignment of thousands of
carcases of muttom to the soap-
works,  etc, Comrade Kingsley
pointed out that tbe mutton was
produced to bs sold—not to be eat-
en. “R's the owner's business to
do what e pleases with that stuff.
It didn't cost him anything, and he
won't get anything for It, except
& promise to pay. There is nevar
anything te pay whh; what s
brought forth from day to day is
likewiss corsnmed from day to day.
All the nations are now bankrupt;
they’ve got more money than they.
ever had before—and It lsn’t worth
a damn!” (Laughter.) Profit, the
equivalent of what Marx called sur-
plus value, was merely figures on
the books, or “figurative” wealth.
“That surplus value is surplus fig-
ures; that's all. The rial values
are all consumed. There is so much
money that it Isn't worth anything.
It never was worth anything in the
firet place; if we understood fit;
and it's worth even less now, whe-
ther we understand it or net.*

Whatever might be the purchas-
Ing power of money the workers
stood practically upon the same ba-
sis. "It will take you all your fool
time working for wages to keep
your family from starving to death.
You've got to surrender your life
for your grub; asd yYou may neot
have & chance te do that much
longer. Each day, the ruling class
is finding & more dificulk to em-
ploy you."

Every country was hollering for
now channels of trade—‘traffick-
ing in the procesds of your lives.”
Trade never went to any country
for the food of the people of that
country, “The Hudson Bay Com-
pany never brought owt anything
except for the purposs of trimming
the Indians and the gang that's
hers now. What these have got to
hold & pageant for I fall to see.
They'd better hold a funeral—over
themselves,” -

After touching again oa the of-
ficlal figures from Washington,
showing that in 1918 only one fam-
ily in five was engaged in essentlal
production, the otkers being em-
ployed on rallways, munitions, etc..
the speaker observed: “That the
fix we're in as the result of 10,000
years of slavery. Its history can be
traced by a trail of blood, whether
in poriods of war or periods of
peace, The war of the last four
years was purely & machine war.
It was never fought for any less
ignoble purpose than that of butch-
ering slaves wholesale and at the
least possible cost. That same ma-
chine willl wipe us off the face of
the earth if it is allowed to go its
course, I belleve it will go its
course, and this civilization will be
wiped out.”

If, however (and this was a great
big “If), the farmers and workers
understood tiie problem, they would
sea that, by reversing the process
—removing the peopls back on to
the land by the same slow pro-
cess as they had been gradually
converi.d In industrial centres the
problem might be solved without
millions of people being destroyed
by starvation In the cities. “It 18
because people don’'t understand
this that there appoars to be uo
hope,” the speaker added. He ridi-
culed the folly of strikes, which
didn't solve any problem, and de-
clared: “While cut-throats and
bludgeon-weilders are recruited out
of your class, you've only got what
is coming to you. You've the prop-
erty of the ruling class; and that
rullng class has the right, because
it has the power, to do as It likes
with its property.” To the returned
soldiers he added: “You've oaly
got what your masters had a per-
fect right to give you. If we were
men, we'd take our medicine with-
out squealing; but slaves can’'t be
men."

This system, he sald, grew up in
about two centuriea. It would go
down much quicker than that.




