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Approved—Balance of Funds to Be Returned £
to Unions Paying 1920 Per Capita 3
HE TENTH ANNUAL convention of the British Columbia
e T Federation of Labor, which was held in the city of Victoria

le ion was that the ive did not have m delend itself,
s |and at no p
L lnka‘lhe floor in their own zlefnn-xe Jess than llusy d.ld -t the final
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at[ by the formation of an organization that all workers could join
»t| without any craft

\s| available cash after ull Lills have been paid, will be returned pro
10| ratio to the organizations that have paid per capita tax for the
ly| first half of the present year. While it had been expected that
"¢ there would be strong oppesition to the policy pursued by the
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B. C. FEDERATION OF
LABOR DISSOLVED AT
VICTORIA GONVENTION

Delegates at the Tenth Annual Convention Decide If
Can No Longer Assist—Officers Actions Are e |

on Monday and Tuesday, came to 2n end at 6 p.m. Tuesday,
and with the conclusion of the sessions, the federation was dis-
solved, the delegates taking the stand that as the federation had.
fulfilled its mission—which was to bring the workers toget!

ions, that a federation was no longer nee-
-| essary when the one organization could cov: er all workers in the
province and country. The oftice equipment is to be sold and all

r| executive during the past year, the most notable feature of the

: R 1

of the p: the rank and file on all ,
occasions defending the actions of the executive, when opposition
developed. Naturally the opposition was from the members of
International Unions, but even the representatives of these or-
ganizations were not by any means unanimous, members of In-
ternational Unions being in many cases the stoutest defenders
of the policy pursued by the executive “officers, which was laid
down for their guidance by the 1919 convention.

Sharp at 10 oclock Monday(J. C. Wood, R. Edmonds, E. Meek,
morning, Becretary Wells _called |J. Marshall.
the convention to order. He stated| Laundry Workers Unit of the O.
that owing to the absence of Presl-|B. J. W. Litte.
dent Kavanagh, who was in the Old| Vancouver Trades and
Land in connection with ‘the ap-|Councll—G, Campbell, J. uhnv
peal In the Russell case, it would| Sireet n.".-.ym,,,._w H. Cot-
be necessary to appoint a chair-[trel), F. E. Griffin, F. A. Hoover,
man. W. H. Cottrell, of the Street | . H,.,.,.,, E. 8. Cleveland, H. Bla-
and Electric Rallway Employees|sier, A. Mclnnis, R. Anderson.
being the only nominee, he wis| Marine Firemen & Ollers Unit

=[elected by acclamation. of the 0. B. U.—Earl King, Chas.

Vice-president Cottrell, in tak- [ McLaughlin,
ing the gavel, thanked the dele- Loggers—, C. B
gates for tho confidence expresscd Hastings, J. k. Flynn, J. A. Brunet,
by clecting him as chairman, and |J. N. Clarke, W. A, Alexander, W.
at once got the convention down to| Moore, E. Winch, E. Waterson.
? | business. Bakers—Arthur  Myers, Jamés
scutive then recommended | W. Hogg.

¥miont: of . (he: followlng c Empolyees—David Cuttle.
i sommltlee ol r e l'lumlwho and Steam Fitters—F.
A. Melnnis, Kliis, G. Coghill
Geo, Pudgett, B, Meek, 3. W, Little, utdalty Grand, J. Emery.
W. E. Burt. The recommendation Victoria
oxecutive was concurred in.| ghiphuilders Unit of the O. B.
and the committee Tetired to com- | —W. K. Peirce, E. Litchfield, M.
pile its report. During the rccess, | Ajlen, T. Moir, B. W. Ellis, J. L.
while the conventlon was awaiting | Martin, A. Mackle.

e

In British Columbla and Canada

g|the report of the com- L =
| mittee, Tom Richurdson, who was|George Padgett.
ofin the hall. was asked to address!  Amalgumated Carpenters— N.
o| the convention. Nicholson, 3. Ley.
y Tom Richardson Speaks Nanal
€| In openinz, he steted that during| Coal Miners Unit of the 0. B. U.
"!the time he had been in Canmada, —James Hodgskinson, M, Christer.
: Cunberiand

he had endeavored to study the| LA
% industrial and political movement oetnang Miners- . Hpvkr

but was moxt interested Sliverton
in the Soclalist and International| Metal Miners—T. B. Roberts.
movement. He stated that he had Powell River
-|#pent some time In visiting parts! Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill
of Vancouver Island, and he con-|Workers—John Farquarhson, F.
sidered it simply appalling to find | Soutes.
“|thut on the island ihere is so little Prince
sentiment amongst the miners for| Trades and Lable. Councll—D. 8.
trades unlonism, To have 10 recog-|Cameron, George Casey.
nize the fact that the employees Sandon
recosnuized no union of any kind,| ganaon Miners umo..-.r. F.
he stated ,was appalling. Bomgeld, W.
Teferring to the political move-|  Thee following ommittess wero
ment, he stated that if there is to[then appointed on reommendation
be any effective political work of | of tho excutives

any kind, that the experience Commitice on Oficers Reports
1|the O1d Land should be eommc-rou 3. Sidaway, J.
¢|He took the position that the most |y, e, J. Marshall,
Ljeftective Industrial organization |y Campbell,

could not solve the political problem, vy o’
working class

be dominated

Alexander, I Grand.
Cowmittee on Resolutions
J. Clarke, J. €. Wood, G. Cox-
hill, 1. Ley,
Lavor|ter e “lynn, Harl King, J. Far-
had fallen down, he stated | *
16 the Aot that Committee on Audit
not dominated by| J- Shawl . W. Ellis, W. Burt.
Ain fehool of thought. Te cone| Committes on Wayx and Means
thut the chaos now prevail-| R, Anderson, E. Meck, E. Water
rope was largely due to}son.
the failure of the British Lubor It wax decided that the sessions
{|Party In a crisin. He urged theishould be from 8:30 a.m. to 12
lworkers of thix country, at allinoom, and from 1:30 to § p.m. No

conty, itical party | speaker to e more than ten
"lon the Socialist busix, with allegi- « the movers of resolutions
ance to the proletariat alone. to have the rl..m of reply to the

iis, chairman of the

of committees, and the introduc-
tion of the resolutions, the follow-
. {0k wire from the miners of Fernle

as \ ordered spread on

of 1)
pred Nimant m--m,,

. is, Sec.-Troas. B. C. Fed-
Vancouver ation of Labor,

General \\'nrkfrx LM ln( n! llll 0. }urn]e niiners solld for the O.
B. U.—A, 8 Wel g B iegret being unable to send

aomemamenes

f " (Signed) 0. SAWYER.
arcty o anada The conventlon then adjourned
until 2:30 p.m. to allow the com-
OLD 18— mittea on officers Teports to get to
work. The delegates taking the
poxition, that until the officers’ re-
ANNUAL ports had been dealt with, that it
would be impossible for any line of
- action o be determined upon.
t, Whist e e
9 At the opening of the afternoon
° session, the committee on officers’
reports, through Chalrman Camer-
LA < DO CLAL §o it tevoramiy on e vaer
oux sections of the execulive com-
milice report. That section of the
'HE PARIS COMMUNE report dealing with the taking of
the referendum vote on the form:
atlons of the One Blg Union, was

ir COIlrt on the first to raise any protest. To

this Del, Hoover took exception,

stating that he would not vote for
March lsth the report if it would keep the two.
factions apart. He also questioned
the report as o the number of

members voting for the new form
btained at the Empress Theatre of ummn“c“

|

01 Pender Street East Secretary Wells went into ‘the
Vot recorded at length, ‘and stated
4 en page §) 4




IMBIA FEDERATIONIST

VANCOUVER, B. C.

B. C. Federation of
Labor Is Dissolved

(Continued from page 1)

at Victoria Convention

protecting the Congress against the
loss of its property. He dlso stated
that the executive had decided to
return the charter, and he could
not say what the executive of Con-
gress had done since its return.

C with

lew

ploy
Del. Sidaway then denounced the

that every ons of the organl-

zations affillated with the Feder-
4. |ation had been supplled with suffi-

cient ballots for all members. He
try |gave examples as to how the vote
the |wns taken by many

men *“who had openly connived
with employers of labor to dgbar
0. B. U. memberg from jobs.” He
sald these men had chosen the
to do their

where ecvery member had been

mailed a ballot. Dealing with the

return of the charter to tha Trades

and Labor Congress of Canada, the
reported as

Charter Returned
When it was seen that Congress
had taken more power over provin.
clal federations of labor, and which
power gives the exccutive of Con-
gress power to remove officers of
provinelal organizations, and In
view of the fact that the Federa-
tion had been denled o seat at the
Congress  convention, Secretary
Wells phoned President Kavanagh
and suggested that in order to
safeguard the property of the Fed-
eration, it would be necessary to
ccase afliliation with Congress.
This met with the approval of the
president and the other members
of the cxecutive resident here, and
the opinion of the othors was ob-
tained by wire. The following
wire was senmt to P. M. Draper,
and the charter returncd;
for Sept. 28th, 1919.
P. M. Draper,
Box 515, Ottawa, Ont.

Owing to the action of the Con-
gress exécutive refusing the B. C.
of Labor repr
at the convention, and

I
work. There were some people
whose nunds were “wobbly,” who
would change their apinions for a
few dollars and help spread propa-
ganda against the radical element.
These people, he alleged, were
backed by funds, by the govern-
ment, the Trades and Labor Con-
gress and by employers. It was a
condition thet could not be toler-
ated.

“We have got to show Mr. Farm-
llo and cothers that they can't get
away with this any longer," pur-
sucd the delegate. He sald that
these men should be taken by the
suruft of the neck, Il necessary, and
shown where they belonged.

Mr. Farmilo took excepyon to
the gtateracnts made by Del. Sida-
way, but the chairman pointed out
that they were not specifically
aimed at Mr, Farmilo, but were
general statements,

Del. Coghill also took excéption
to the statements of Del. Sldaway,
the chairman pointing out that the
statements of an Individual were
not necessarily the opinions ot the
convention.

Del. Hoover took the position
that the return of the charter could
not save the property of the Fed-
cration, and that thers must have
been other reasons.

™¥i[ments passed at that convention| Secretary Wells pointed out that
1t to the constitution, glving tho Con-|the to the
th- | gress* v w- | of Ci , which gave the execu-

po
crs over the officers of provincial
federations, I am instructed by the
executive of the B. C. Federation
to notify you of the withdrawal of
that grganization from Congress.
The executive takes the stand that
they could never submit the Fed-
eration to such autocratic methods
without the membership being con.
sulted. The matter of affillation
will have to be dealt with at the
next convention. I have this day
by registered mail, returned the
charter.
A. 8. WELLS,
Secretary-Treasurer.

The action was at once com-
municated to the affiliated organ-
lzations and a number of letters
were received endorsing the action
of the executive, and one or two
protesting. In view of the fact
that The Federationist is partly
owned by the Federation, we had
no other alternative, or if the om-
*|cers had have been removed and
the Federation taken over by a
commission, ag can be dons, with
organizations retaining their aMlin-
tion ainder the amended constitu-
tion, we might have found our-
selves in the position of having our
own paper working against us, and
the direct instructions of the con-
vention the cause of the removal of
the officers and the defeat of the
wishes of the members. No men

tive of that body power to take
the property of the Federation, had
been passed after the Federation
had been refused a seat at the con-

vention.
Germygpy Outdone

" Del. Martin stated that this was
more autocratic than anything even
Germany could boast of. When
the vote was taken, the action of
the exccutive wag endorsed by a
large majority, Dels. Clevelund and
Coghill wishing to be recorded as
voting nay.

J. §. Woodsworth Speaks
Befors the convention closed,
Mr. J. 8. Woodsworth, one of the
men arrested in Winnipeg, and
(Continued on paze 8)
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with any sense of what
in an organization means, could
submit to such autacratic methods.
Congress, however, in amending
the charter, gave us the cluo as to
the Intentions. but, they wore de-
feated by quick action on the part
of your executlve, who had no in-
tention of doing other than that
which they were instructed to do
at the last convention.
Internationals Protest

This section of the report throught
the supporters of the International
unions to their feet. Del. Coghill
wished to know why the rank and
file had not had the matter of re-
turn of the charter to Congress
referred to them for a referendum
vote?

Secretary Wells stated that If this
had have been done, the executive
of Congress could have taken ac-
tlon under its amended constitu-
tion, and have deposed the officers
and taken charge of the property,

n
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while the referendum was being
taken. He stated that he as one
of the executive, was not going to
walt, but took instant action as
so00n as It was known that the Con-

gress had the power granted under
the amended constitution, to take
over the property of the organiza-
tion, and by returning the charter
safeguarding the property of the
organization.

Del. Cleveland took the position
that while the action might have
been dlpolmatic, that it wag not
democratic.

Del. Wood stated that If the ex-
ecutlve had not returncd the char-
ter, and the property of the Feder-
ation had been scized, the execu-
tive would have been more open
to critlcism. -

Farmilo Appears

Mr. A. Farmilo, who was i the
room, was on motion of Del.Casey,
siven the opportunity of explaining
the matter so far as Congress was
concgrned. Ho stated that the

- e v e s . we oy e
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n (Was proof enouzh of the inefiel-
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.|had been superseded by a more

- [was to be railronded, but raised o
1 | laugh when he voted for the previ-
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¢ | Internationa “ supporters, a8 to why

*|should be changed.

| dum
would he support the taking of t
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" |stated ¢

" | Hoge to delete that part of the re-
| port being defeated.

?|held by the Federation in The B.

(Continued from page 4)
_—
W awaiting trial, addressed the
delcgates, He referred to the part
taken by British Columbia in the
ralsing of funds, and stated that
this Province had done better than
any other part of the country. He
denied that any part of the mosay,

propagunda, and stated that

an
- pat

eloquent tribute o th
forward before the court by
Pritchard, in the l:lnm-n'mm‘nulmn
of witnesses,
Tucsday Morning
The Tuesday morning session
saw the introduction of many reso-
lutions. The off} ePorts com-
rt, after

The chairman of the committee
stated that the reference of the
executive to the alllance between
the Internatlonals and the employ-
ers was too sweeping, and that the
committee  recommended  an
amendment to make it clear that
it was only certain of thess organ-
tzations, and not all.

Proof Enough

Del. Midgley stated that he would
not oppose the amendment, but
pointed out that there was collu-
slon between the government and
the employers and the Internation-
als, and that there would appear
to be collusion between some rep-

1 remen(
On Me

Unexpectedly forced
smaller quarters we an
prices.

These specials for Sat

buymg—we must redue
you can’t afford to miss.
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of the i
and the secret police,

Del.  Hoover  svpported  the
amendment, but suggested that the
whole of that portion of the .re-
poit should be deleted, and tho
mud-slinging cut out.

Del. Naylor stuted that there
ency of the Internationals, and
borers, who hud been divided be-
tween several craft

cited the case of the Shipyard La- |2nd

in The B. C. Federationist, Ltd.,
by the Federation, be turned over
in trust to a represontutive of the
Vancouver Trades and Labor Coun
ell, the Prince Rupert Central La-
bor Councll, the General Shipyurd

vorkers Unit of Victoria, the Mect-
alliferous Miners, the Coal Miners,
two trustces to be elected by
the convention.

Del. Hogis took the position that
there was room for the Federation
for ancther year, and disputed the

report
the effect that the Federatlon

o

powerfut organization.

Del. Alexander took the position

that there was no doubt as to the

collusion between the Internation-

als and the employers. The pre

ous question was then called for.
Del. Coghill asked If the matter

ous question belng put.  The call

Del. Coghill asiied if he could
obtain the votes of the various ln-
cuis on the question of the O:
v, ’l'hp secretary replied he cnllld
i ('u-« stated that he had
« single the

the policy of the new organization
He took the
porition that that it was the duty
of the convention to reaffirm its
position as decided on at the 1918

ention, or cease to progre

Del. Midgley asked Del. Hoover
If he would like another referen-
vote taken, and if he die

the - Street Railw
To this Del. Hoover r

vote in
Union?

would oppose it.

Pefinite Instrus tions
Del. Cameron stated that he had
come to the with definite Instruc-
to dissolve the Federation,
and as that was the recommenda-
tion of the executive, he
support the recommendation.
at in Prince Rupert, they
had trying to find common
ground, and that the workers in
Tealising that It wis only In the O.
E. U. that they could
On the motion to !u]mnrt

ing put, and which carrled with it
the decifon to dissolve the Feder-
ation, It was carried by a vote of
40 to 6. An amendment by Del.

‘The president's report caused
some little dlscussion, but the re-
port was adopted with one minor
amendment. No amendments were
offercd to the trustees’ report.

A recommendation of the execu-
tive as to the disposal of the shares

C. Tederationist, was adopted with
some little amendment, proposed
by the committeo on officers’ re.
ports, the recommendations as
amended and adopted are as fol-
Tows:

“Your executive committee rec-
ommends that the shares now held

BIG MONTANA MINERS
STRIKE IN FULL SWING

Over 4000 Men Involved Over Dis-
agreement with the
M ent

Butte, Mont.—Starting with a
walkout of a few hundred men on
Feb. 10, the strike of the miners at
Bingham Canyon, Utah, has com.
pletely tied up the eamp, fnvolving
between 4000 and 5000 men,

The strike began when a com-
mitteo chosen by the miners wei.t
to the company office to lay their
grievances beforo the management,
and were refused a hearing.

A number of the striking miners
have been arrested and one of

their committeemen, Albert Wills, |and

a Welshman, is held for deporta-
ton, |

New York—An Italian Labor
paper is to be established here as
the first free working class organ
to represent the 4,000,000 Italian
workers of the country. The paper
will bo called Avantit (Forward),
after the famous Soclalist paper In
Italy, which now has editions In
Milan, Rome and Turin. The en-
terprise is being backed by organ-
ized labor in New York, especially
by those In the textile industry,
of which 76 per cent. in the coun-
try are Italians.

Glasgow—J. Ramsay Macdonald,
prominent lrnntr of the Indepen-
dent Labor Party, has been nomi-
nated for pull-mem from the
Aberdeen division. There are five
parishes of the party in this dis-
trict.

- | The B,

for the previous question was de- |
“ |feated, and the debate continued.

)
plied that he did not think that he M

hu re- |y
commendation of the executive be-

- |that the hooks were in very good

The of the or-
sanizations mentioned above to be
clected by the various organiza-
tions.

The shares to be sold subject to
the approval of the represcntatives
80 selected ,along with the truse
tees, sale of shares to be In blocks
of 100y to any unit at par value.
ANl money recelved in payment for
#aid shares Is to be turned over to
C. Federationist, Ltd., to
be used for the purchasing of per-
manent machinery or equipment,
and for o other purpose, except
by the approval of a genera! mes
ing of the shareholders,

The next coemmittee to
was nmittee,
reported as follows

Audit Commitiee’s Report

Your committee has examined
the boo
and eancelled cheques, and fo
cverything in good orde

xception of  two
slight error In nddition, and the
other an item of $4.20, which had
not been entered up in the cash
book. These slight errors Jere
corrected, and the financini state-
ment now reads us follow:

Recelipts

report
which

Junuary

o
October
Detr

il

Junuary
“ebruary
J

September .

October
November
December .
$4062.42
Recapltulation
Receipts .$3635.00
Bal. rom 1919 . 465,57
Total receipts . .34103.62

Expenditure . . 406

Balance $ 4120
Your committee also  reports

shape, and had been kept in most
satisfactory manner.
J.

SHAW.
'4 ELLIS,
- BURT,

Support e ncn-

Del. Midgley, by the consent of
the convention, introduced the fol-
lowing resolution which was adopt-
ed unanimously:

“Resolved, that this convention
of the B. C. Federation of Labor,
zend fts greetings to R. B. Russell
in Stoney Mountain penitentiary,
and pledge ourselves to continue
to agltate for hix unconditional re-
lease, and the release of the others
who are still on trial. We further
pledge ourselves to continue the
collection of funds for the purpose
of providing adequate defense for
all the accused, and for the main-
tenance of their dependents.

“Further, this conference of re-
nm«mmlm of both International
. Tepresentatives, re-
sent me unfounded and untrue
statements that have been made
by certain persons, relating to the
defense fund, and we again eall
upon all workers to continue their
support of the defense fund."

Common Ground

A resolution, Introduced by Del.
Hogg, Inatructing the executive to
endeavor to find common ground
to bring the workers together on,
was non-concurred in, it being
pointed out that the O. B. U. pro-
vided a common ground for the
workers to get together on,

The following resolution, dealing

with the actitities of the minister
of Labor, was adopted as a sub-
stitute for one introduced by the
representatives of the Sandon min-

ers,
Minister of Labor

“Resolved, that while condemn-
ing the numerous anti-working

Bas sure to nolify the post office
"33 500N a5 Yol chanxe your address,

class acts of Semator Robertson,
minister of Labor, we would point
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out to the workers that the sena-

tor has faithfully served the Inter-
ests of those who appolnted him,
namely the Coalitiun government,
and that the government,” In ap-
pointing Hobertson, acted In the
intereste of those whom they rep-
resent, the property owning class,
nand we would urge the workers to
vote only for working cluss candi-
dates for elective offices, and to or-
ganize In order that thcy may be
able to enforce their demands.

A resolution protesting against
the taxation of incomea less than
$2000 was endorsed after screral
delegates had pointed out that the
workers did not pay taxes, and that
slaves had nothing to pay taxes
with. The convention reafMirmed
the position taken in 1919 as to the
E-hour day, and as a substitnute for
a resolution introdueced on the Hus-
efan form of government, reatfirm-
cd the resolution passed at the Cal-
gary convention ou thia qgquestion.
Another resolution from t(he min-
ors, protesting against miners be-
ing pald workmen's compensation
on the =hort basis, was adopted.

Disposal of FProperty

The question of the disposal of
the property other than the shares

e e S e e i el

in Thoe Federationist, was then
raized by the secretary, who moved
that a committee of thiee be ap-
pointed to audit the books afle

all bills had been met, and to dis-
pose of the office equipment; all
monlies on hand, and recelved fro
the sale of effecis, to be sent bac
to the organizations paying per
capitn tax for the first half o
1920 on a pro rata basls,
amendmentwas moved that the
money be given to the defense
committee. This was defeated,
and the following committee ap-
pointed to carry out the motion:
Dels. Shaw, Mclnnis and Woods,
The trustees elected to act with the
representatives of the different
unity in the disposal of the shares
of The Federationist, are Dela. Cot-
tre!l and Wells, Dels. Hoover, H
and Winch declining. It was mov
that any organization purchasing
shares, £ wuld be informed that n
rescile or transfer of shares coul
be made without the consent of the
directorate, and that this would be
part of the contract of sale. Thix
was adopted. A resolution to dis-
solve the Federation was then In-
troduced ,and adopted and the con-
vention adjourned.
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