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VANCOUVER
AGTIVITY IN THE
CAMPAIGN

Meetings Held at Various
Points to Discuss
Labor Problems

Encouraging Indications of
a Political Awakening
Among Workers

SBOUTH WELLINGTON, V. I, B. C, Dee.
2.—Labor's standard-bearer for the Nansimo
constituency held his opening meeting here
on Nov. 31 and in view of the fact that &
shift of men were working, and judging
from past meetings of a similsr character,
the attendance and the attentive hearing
given Bro. Joe Taylor, was extremely grati-
fying. Bro. Taylor opened his wddress in
his usual style, with an epigram, '‘Where-
ever 1 am there shall the truth be
tinuing, be stated that he would always try
to sift out the truth. He then proceeded to
ladlo out the truth in a straight-forward
manner, without soaring into the air with
flowery Innguage, that wondrous weapon that
the professional politician uses with hyp-
notic effect. Your humble sl Wi
give the substance of Bro. T
hoping that he will forgive
of omission or commission. He sa!
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4 estion has been ssked i qr
y is Labor in the
question, to my mind, s foolisE'Wile, when

, is s
we review the past and realize
has been treated by the old political parties.
The political movement is a necessary adjunct
of the industrisl movement. The leading
plank of Labor's platform is the ropeal of
the Military Service act, and the eciection
will ba fought upon that issue. Conseription
is the negation of demoracy, and once mili-
tary conseription is fastened nfun the people
of Canada, industrial conscription will surely
follow. As an illastration of the workings
of industrial conseription, net so very long
ago, the railway workers of nce went on
d they were informed by the gov-
ernment that they would go to work as co!
scripts of France. Who do we find most in-
tent in demanding the enforcement of the
ilitary Service act1 Those who are exempt-
ed or otherwise ineligible; and how quiet they

@ on the conseription of wealth, This is
posed to be a war to make the world
safe for democracy, but if the defeat of the
central powers Is going to bring about the
establisment of an sutocracy, then the war
is lost. The Labor candidates are pledged
to fight for better treatment for soldiers and
their dependents. The Patriotic Fund is
‘wrong in principle, the caring for the so
dier and his dependents is the duty of the
state; charity is not good enough. The
Patriotic Fund, Red Cross and teg days may
help a little now, when the patriotic feel-
ing is high, but after the glamor is worn
down, what of the problem then. The prob-
lem can only be solved by the workers, and
the returned soldier will “eventually look to
Labor for the solution of his perplexing
problems. The record of the Borden govern:
ment i one long story of graft, mismanage-
ment and corruption, No matter under what
name the Borden candidate masquerades,
whether Liberal-Unionist or Conservative.
Unionist, he is a supporter of the rotten
Borden government. What has Borden done
to win the war! Sent soldiers overseas
with paper boots, with a useless rifle, and
salt-sonked hams, etc. He has
in officers’ uniforms, ai
food controller, who ean;
= | Of food. Has he consulted Labor on con-
seription, as he promised! Some time ago
the Victoria Trades and Labor Council pro-
tested against the War-Times Election aet,
by wire, and Borden wired back: *‘'You do
not understand the conditions with which the
government is confronted. Letter follow
Btrange to say the letter has not yet ar-
rived. Labor does d: Borden is
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Now Labor |,

Give Trefousse
The Best of All
Christmas

Gloves

WE FEATURE Trefousse
Gloves because we know
their superior merits. Our
patrons buy them for the
same reason.

Trefousse are famous on
account of their exception-
al style, their excellent fit
and superior finish. Give
Trefousse this Christmas,
They will please.

Trefousse fine French Kid
Gloves in round seam and
fine needle points in black,
white and colors, at $2 a
pair.

Trefousse French Kid
Gloves in pique sewn style
with fine needle points in
black, white and colors, at
$2.25 a pair.

Trefousse very fine qual-
ity Kid Gloves in pique
sewn with 3-cord heavy
points; black, white and
colors at $2.50 a pair.

‘When in doubt as to size,
color or style give a Glove
Order which we issue to
any amount.

Uaerrey
575 Granville Phone Sey. 3540

at the still further ensavement of the wealth-
producing class. "

A collection was then taken up which rea-
lized the sum of $11.10, which was grati-
fying, coming as it did from such a small

10!

doing his best to steal the election. The
country is full, nowadays, with people who
are very generous with the lives of others.
Canada has given more than her proportion
of men, and men are needed more in produc-
tion. We are fully aware that the gosl the
powers that be are aiming at_ix industrial
conseription, and the miners will have to be
exceeding prolific in the digging of coal, or
else they may be forced to dig trenches. = An
attempt is being made by rious interests
to bring in Chinese siave-labor, the ladies
of Cowichan being amongst the latest to ad-
vocate this form of labor. We may ask the
%tﬁllun: “*Who is back of these ladies!'’
s are not extensive farmers,
ink tens and knitting parties are
more in their line. The principle is white-
men out and Chinamen in. he influx of
Asiatics into South Afriea after the Boer
war fully illustrates this point. We have
Indies’ organizations embarking on n food
conservation campaign. They are poking
their noses in the workingman's pantry,
when every one should know that the work-
ingman always buys what he needs moxt,
not what he wants. These ladies should
stick their uoses into the cold-storage pan-
tries.  We hear much talk of British lib-
erty, but if a man is not to be consulted
efore surrendering his only asset, his life,
l then British liberty is sham. To gain their
salvation, the workers must take it them-
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selves: it will never be handed to them by
cither of the old parties. Borden has failed
and he knows it, hence his Attempt to form
a union (1) government. There are pend-
ing changes in the Labor movement, as
denced by the fact that politics is no longe
debarred from the unions his is & healthy
for whenever we line up as workers
politica will progress, but
never while we nre divided, for o long as
we divided, so long wiil we be used as
tools in the hands of the masters. We all
know that, owing to the vast numbers linod
up on the side of the allies, they will even-
tually me out on top, but it in the win-
ning we are to lose all our hard-won liber.
ties, then God help us, and you all know
what it means when the parson looks at you
and says, ‘God help you,” it's all over, By
the cvidence we have, Borden is certainly
taking no chances, The enumerators appoint-
od under the War-Times Elections act hav
plenary powers. They may, i
tion reeeived, strike any nal
in spite of the faet that said
a statutory declaration the h

| the insuguration of

A dance was held at the ter
mination of the meeting, the proceeds of
which were placed in the campaign fund.
We do not realize a very large sum from
our owing to the smallness of the
community and large expenses entailed.

The third meeting of the campaign in the
north end of the constituency was held in
nansimo on Sunday, Nov. 25. Mr. William
Newton, one of Nahaimo's campaign commit-
tee and o tried-and-true worker in the inter-
ests of Labor, was chairman. Bro. Taylor
was the first speaker, and he remarked upon
the smallness of the meeting, which was due,
no doubt, to the coercive measures that are
being uscd by the autocrats of Nanaimo. He
dealt with threat made by Nanaimo

police chief, who threatened to arrest men
who contemplated attending the meeting of
Liberty
a

the newly-organized Leaguers, &

1 two Totten sets of poli-
ticians in the past, and of the necessity of
trying a party of their own. o gave some
useful information upon the provisions of the
War-Times Elections act, and disclosed the
faet that some enumerators were attempting
to disfranchise men who were born in allied
countries, beecause they looked is if they
would vote against Rorden. The question of
the need of organization was then dealt with
and Bro. Taylor made the ac ertjon
thorough organization would ha .
onscription

o powers that
unless their
the bud. The

he opinion that t
ot st t 100,000

refusal
boughit-press to publish advertise-
ments of the meeting eame in for seathing
criticism, the gist of the speaker's remarks
being that Messrs. Hindmarch and Marchall,

were nipped in
local

the respective editors, wounld mke fine sol-
diers, but preferred to stay at home and
conscript others. He mentioned the victory

loan ball in Victoria and dwelt upon the
absence: of workers and their wives at that
funetion.  He made a brief review of the

state and its functions, and spoke on Bor-
den's broken premise to Labor in the con-
seription poliey, and stated that Canada can
perform a more useful function by inecrea:
ing production and keeping her ‘men en
ployed in useful pursuits. He coneluded by
ing with the far-reaching effects of con-
eription and its corraling  of  industrial
lavery.
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tunlLy comme out on top,
In_ing we are to lose all our hard-won liber-
ties, then God help us, and you all know
{ what it means when the parson looks at you
and says, ‘God help you.' .° By

s all over,
the cvidence we have, Borden is certainly
taking no chances,

The enumerators appoint-
ed under the War-Times Elections act have
plenary powers., They may, upon informa-
tion received, strike any name off the list,
In spite of the fact that said voter has made
4 statutory declaration tht he is entitled to
vote, I may say that You are fortunate in
having an enumerator in South Wellington
who is trying to be honest. He is treating
the election asx a sporting proposition. With
reference to the women who are entitled to
vote, has not the woman who has sons at
home, not got the right to say whether they
shall be fed into the many of the cannon
in FEurope?! In conclusion. I would Ry
that Labor has a great opportunity, for if
Borden is returned to power, conditions will
be awful—no classes under the draft act
will be safe; those who are not taken for
military service will be enslaved by indus-
trinl conseription, so it is up to the workers
to forget their petty differences and unite to
diteh Borden, so that civilization may evolve
out of the overthrow of an auntoerey. There
is & campaign in full swing for the build.
ing of & victory loan. Now, if this is &
war for democracy, why should it be neces-
| sary to pay a high rate of interest! This
vietory loan will be made an excuse later
on to tell the people that since they have
subscribed they must fight or lose their
money. Labor in its platform stands for
the abolition of profit, orden 'says’: ‘Tax
excess profit.’  Borden stands for the ex-
ploiters, and can you imagine the exploiters
conscripting their own wealth. The Labor
candidates are pledged to fight for the in-
terests of the returned soldiers, erippled and
otherwise. Past experience has men us
that neither of the old parties have
able to solve that problem.
look after the veterans of Sonth Africa, the
Crimean war, cte., #0 how ecan they help
the veterans of this war, when their num-
bers will be magnified a ‘hundred fold? Vet-
erans of other wars have died by the hun-
dreds in workhouses and other charitable in-
stitutions. The Labor organizations will
eventualiy be called upon to solve many of
the returned soldiers probiems, so why not
put Labor members in the Dominion house
where they will be able to fores the govern-
ment to do something that will look like a
real solution of the problem.’*

At the conclusion of the meeting,
were invited, there being only two asked,
one of them being, **Was the government
within its legal rights in ennacting the Mili-
tary BServiee act, in view of the fact that
they had elected themselves to power for two
years after their time had expred?”’ The
other was: ‘‘Does the candidate recoguize
the existence of the elnss struggle!'”  The
first question was ably answered by Bro.
Taylor, who said that while the government
hed nsurped their powers, the prople were
powerless unless they showed their disap-
proval by throwing the Borden
hoard. To the kecond question he replied
that the Lahor candidates did recognize the
existence of the struggle hetween the elasses,
n& evideneced by their stand for the abolition
of profit, but the question of conseription
was of paramount importance as it aimed

but if in the win-

been
They could not

guestions

regime over- |

ifun('tinn. He made a brief review of the
state and its functions, and spoke on Bor-
den's broken premise to Labor in the eon-
seription poliey, and stated that Canada ecan
perform o more useful function by increas-
ing production and keeping her men em-
ployed in useful pursuits, He concluded by
{ dealing with the far-reaching effects of con-

| seription and its corraling of industrial
slavery.

The old  war-horse, E. T. Kingsley,
was the next speaker, and in one of his

characteristic speeches, he gave a brief his.
tory- of human slavery in its various forms,
and proved conclusively that human slavery
is responsible for sll evils, He then dwelt
on the great changes that are taking place
in human thought, and gave as the reason
that the prople are getting over their patri-
otie drunk.  Wars will never cease while
human slavery exists, he said, and then went
on to describe the two kinds of slaves—
those who are producing wenlth, and the
others who are used asx forees of repres-
sfon to compel the other slaves to work, He
then spoke of the wholesome respeet the
workers have for the law, a law “‘that 1s
invented for the purpose of Keeping them
in slavery."" The very fact of there being
a government precludes the possibility of the
existenee of such a thing as democracy. His
speech was illustrated throughout with a
wealth of illustration and story that could
not but help to take the message to the
heathen and T would that I conld portray
conditions as he showed them, but methinks
it must be left to more ecapable men, I
eannnt do justice to our old comrade's
speech, so will leave it to the old war-horse
himself to pump the life-giving fluid into
the brains of the heathen through the col-
umns of The Federationist, and hope for
the day when a working-class paper will find
its way into the home of every wage-worker,

During the mecting we succeeded in t-
ing fifteen yearly subseriptions to The Fed-
erationist, so that will help some.

A series of meetings were held in Lady-
smith, South Wellington and XNanaimo on
Dec. 1 and 2, of which more anon, as time
and space will not permit of further details
at this siage, but in passing it iz well to
bring out a corroboration of a statement
made by our ecandidate in Nanaimo on Nov.
25, when he said that the victory loan wounld
be used as a club to foree men to fight. Last
week, one of the victory lonn cnnvassers, in
addressing the audience at a theatre in Na-
naimn, in boosting for the loan, said: **There
is only one contingeney that could arise
that would canse vou to lose your money
and that woul: be if the Kaiser won,"”' 8o
onee again Labor’s spokesman is right.

WALTER HEAD,

‘*Come Again Smith'’

Next week the Empress stock company
will present the latest eomedy entitled **Come
Again Smith.”” This play, which is creating
gnch a furore, was written by a Los Angeles
newspaper man, John Blackwood, and the
great disappearing wall scene in the first act
is one of the few real noveltiee that have
{originated in the last few years. Mr. Collins
will play the part of Smi‘h, and Miss Mar-
rott  will |Inluy the leading feminine role,
while all the players will have good parts.
The same prices, 15¢, 30¢ and 40e¢ (which
includes war tax), will be charged.




