NEW IDEAS AR BEING
MOLDED IN WAR'S
CRUCIBLE

Social Welfare Is Forcing
Its Demands to the At-
tention of Men

The Greatest Tragedy of
Human History May
Bring Forth Good

A notable change in outlook, espee:
ially on political and economic que
tions, has been effected since the war
the Alberta Non-Par
san, Calgary. Although a few men in

igh places still retain their individ
listie circamseribed notions, it may
truly said that the masses of the p
have completely changed their views
in respect to many mafters of funda-
mental importance. Slowly but surely
the collective ideas are being recast
the minds of & new age.
is taking the place of the wasteful,
haphazard methods of the commer al
period now drawing to a close; -
eration is gradually superseding com-

ctition; the social welfare,
ooms larger in the pub.
dividualism; and service is becoming
the ulugun and end of industry
instead of the selfish end of prnnll’
profit. These are at least the notice:

able tendencies which throw a ray o
light across the dark sky which hangs
over the modern world.

It is not likely that there
n greater transformation in any de-
partment of our national life than that
which is likely to be brought about in
economics, and the character of public
business resting thereon. It is gener-
ally acknowledged that these are ques-
tions of fundamental importance, form-
ing us they do, the basis and fanction
of every social institution.

The greatesi tragedy of humaun his-
tory may become that’ school of neces-
sity which never to drive its les
sons home so foreeful as to make a
lasting impression. There are two im-
portant factors which make possible
the continuation of the wholesale de-
struction of a modern” war. The first
of these is stored-up wealth and the
second is organization. For three years
the world has set itself to dest 3
sixty millions of men have been \nlh
drasn from productive labor and sent
to kill cach other and destroy property
which represents generations of  toil.
But for the stored wealth on hand at
the outbreak of war this could not have
been done. But this wealth which be-
came the capital invested in war, be-
longed to u favored few in cach na-
tion. These men lent the wealth to the
people \\Im created ir, at u high rate
o 2 While this capital £
been cle-urmwl in so far as the people
are concerned, yet it will, for genera-
| tions, continue fo flow back to the capi-
talists and to their successors, while
the people struggle to get buck to the
state of prosperity at which we were
when war hegan

Now the people of cich nation, and
humanity in general, would stand to
gain were the cluims of every capi-
| talist waived afier the war, at will
| be the moment to el the slate of
i!lu- civilized world.  This cuapital rep-
resents the surphis i { the toil-
ing masses, wr toil-
worn hands by n most iniquitous sy
tem. There is no ¥ udcguate
reason why the hould e
paid back.  Conserip
1 the financial kings of their last
e of an excuse for demanding re-
payment. We cun never replace the
huiman life ested in this struggle;
why repn th interest, the loans of
money d quired by those
who le Will we start afresh in
Canada after 3 How  would
it do to send a telegram announcing
to every capitalist, the demise of his
| hoarded coin, and offer him in return
the amount we pay our Canadian
‘\udv-\wi Do this and war will stop
automa i wtely and forever.
has  saved his
5 his wealth may

ny self particularly fortunatr
\\c will do him a great fayor by b
ancing the hooks and enlling it sqaare.
anges in public
the war, and
us to begin

be
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apinon brought ahout by
upon will
reconstruct

The second great factor making
tinued destruction possible has lu-

valunble after the war when we start
afresh on the problem of civiliz

se
a war debt by
ng it as non-existent we
e for national prosperity. What
uld be accomplished were we to em-
ploy the orgamization now devoted to
destruction, in bringing sbout happi-
ness and prosperity! To contemplate
this makes the millenium look a com-
mon place and the most idealistie so-
ciety a protability. Suppose that in the
next tw years we spend as much
money in edueation, in building bouses,
ronds and improvement of all public
ut s as we have spent in war in
cars, Couple with this the same
genius for organization directed toward
a nobler end, and we have possibilities
of human well-being that stagger the
lmngmnnuu

his must become the real freedom,
the real democracy and the real civi-
lization for whieh our men have died.
We will begin on a new basis of
equality of service and organize the
nation for human well-being and gen-

cml prosperity.  This is the way to
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