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congress Was hcid solne months ago te con-
sidgr the attitude™of the rising power of
hor io Religion, in which various notabilities of
1elivious. Lahor and politieal world took part.
1: vas hardly to he expeeted, we suppose, that
. arions religions sects should not make an at-
apr to < nobble’? the Labor Party, By religion,
oxe serts naturally understand the Christian re-
ion i some form or shape.  Now, if by religion
weant an idesl aitn of social life and conduet, |
\ far from ignoring the need for the formulation
sl an ideal ag concerns Socialism—regarded
the gual of the Labor movement. But the at.
mpt of Christian sects aud sentimentalists to pour
be new wine of political-economic and social striv-
¢ o the old Christian bottles of individualistic
ulsaving is another s matter altogether. The
Daily News ' remarked con this point not long
bo than *many persons' deemed that the power of
Jhor must evelve its own religious ideal, apart from
¢ oxtruneous influence. That such is the true
ew of the matter 1 regard as incontestable. And
furthar hold that ‘it is the daty of Socialists to
wrd the movement from becoming infeeted with -

ith in all its forms; :
The time has come, I think, to speak out clearly
i’this issue.  The Christian faith and its professors
e loth to regard themselves as beaten. Driven
om their clerical and dogmatic positions of yore,
o¥ are taking their stand on the ground of ethics
nd ket worship. It is surely importaiit, harmless
s this sttenuated form if:the Christian religion may
prear to many, to oppose it equally with the dog-
atie forms now héginning to *‘pale their ineffect-
al tre,” i we are o clear our minds of cant. La-
bor generaily, aiid more “especially the [Soecialist
ariy, has to work its own religious, in the sensc, of
lealistie, salvation — altogether apart from old
hibhieleths——ont of its b}vh innermost soul, and all
arping upon superannuatéd eatchwords and pre-
udices derived from bourgeois religious sentiment
1 inevitahle: hindrancé ‘to thie process of self-
c\‘olupuwm. ) "
The tendency of certain speeches at the Confer-
ee of Religion and Labor referred to, undoubtedly
points in ‘the aliove direction, whether we regard
haw as subtle devices of the enemy, of evil intent,
bt merely as t.herexprciqion of the washy senti-
w'ntnlism of nL\:rn'\y, if honest, minds.
B ¢t us first of all take the somewhat 4fale denun-
tions of ‘“materialism’’ which play so consid-
rable & part in some of the speeches in question.
MW ““mnteriplism®® i an ambiguous word, and of
his faet the partisans of current religion are not
']‘:“' to take advantage.
i“";“:lll‘er'?nlimn” nm:,:"either mean low or sordi‘d
S fs opposed to higher idealistic and altruistie
I'l':“h‘u"“)"é.\' grubbing, profiteering, the .sinkiug of
- - t":(ﬂ;l :s(?ul in more s:lfish grntlf.icnnpn: or t!le
oy of l; gnvln_or‘lg 1!\9): mean a philosophieal his-
If‘)"i(‘n] e .‘\\orld. mtrmsn.cun_v opposed to-the the-
"ﬂ;niu ':utfook on tho‘gmgl w(.)rl.d. ,Now these t:\vo
“"\nlo\'t;- 0 the \\'o)‘d ‘|3mtermhsm ’ have nothing
Wi fm-m conpptonl.\\'ntln.encll other, The one
" “lo(.n'\' ;‘ “lmde:of !1fe and ('.(.)ll(‘hlc'. the.ot.hm' for
1‘01\l111||: ((:1 !' 6 universe, Bn.t s the !rlck of the
-3 “hvistian controversiniist to mix up these

By E. Belfort Bax in ‘'Justice.’’

two meanings of ‘‘materialism,”” and thus to keep

the term swihnming in vagueness, so that they may
appeal first {o one sense in which it is used, and
then to the other. If hard-pressed they will per-
haps trot out the time-honored but impudent false-
hood that the one leads to the other.

In other words, they will imply that the marter-
jalist Communird of Paris in 1871, who, as he ex-
pressed it, sacrificed his life on the barricade for
“humdn solidarity,’’ or the partisan of Russian free-
dom of the lnte nineteenth century, the Kropotkins,
the Beurizeffs, equally materialistic in their theory
of the world. were sordid creatures of low aims com-
pared with the lordly squire of high degree who is
a pillar of the Church of England, or the Noncon-
formist manufacturer or shopkeeper who may be
heard singing Christian hymns at his local Noncou-
formist tahernacle. Every impartial man with any
Enowledge of his‘or_\' must recognize the fact that
while af conrse you may have men of high aims and
unselfish conduet on both sides, yet if there is any
difference it is in favor of those who hold the mater-
jalistic theory of the umiverse. For humane in-
stinets and devotion to social well-being, the “‘re-

ut | regard as the.falge jdealism. of the. Chyistian, ligious!.man -has proportionately,.with. all his be-

lief in Divine Protidence, not shown up favorably
as against the ifrank and outspoken *‘materialist.”

There is another point which the hypnotism of
tradition has engraved on the mind of men, and
which in the interests of truth and the expulsion of
cant from our midst it is time to call attention to.
It is the notion of perfection ascribed to the figure
portrayed in the Gospels as that of the founder of
Christianity., We may here leave out of account
the controversies now raging concerning the histor-
ical reality of the figure itself. I am content to
take the character as portrayed—it matters not
whether it be wholly mythical, partly mythical, or
what not—and to challenge those who dilate ou
its unsurpassed beauty and excellence to give a
reason for their ecsthtic lucubrations on the subject.
We have here to do with two things, the teaching
and the life as professedly recorded. As regards
the first it is a common-place now among scholars
that there is not a single principle or precept con-
tained in the Gospels that had not been previously
enunciated by ecither Buddhists, Confucians, Par-
sees, Jewish Rabbis, or Greek thinkers—in short,
that the much-belauded moral teaching of the Gos-
pels is a erude mass of plagariem from beginning
to end. Now 1 must confess personally to having
an old-fashioned prejudice against the appropria-
tion without ncknowledgment of the thoughts of
other men, and to those who are guilty of it, and I
imagine there may be others who, when the facts are
placed befors them, will share my view .

We come then to the life—i.e, the character as
portrayed, whether real or fietitions. Now, I ask,
apart from the hypnotism of convention and tra-
dition, whether anyone réading the New Testament
candidly ean truthfully say that, in the igolated
and somewhat thin delincations of a personality
there depiocted, he can discover any superlative ex-
cellonce placing it (say) above the best of his con-
temporaries, ‘*Justice’’ is not the place to discuss
this matter in detail. 1t is sufficient here, for my

purpose, to leave the matter in the hands of any §3879.63-$8,614.52. ($7,000.21 for medical supplies).

honest investigator.

Religion and Labor

1 can only say for myself that I ean find persons

who have worked in our own Segialist mo{ement,
who have never boasted that they were ““meek and
lowly of leart,”” or pressed upon public attention
their diffienlties in obtaining a night’s lodgings,
whom I ean personally admire much more than the
belauded Gospel figure. This may be, after all, a
matter of taste, but my.object in introducing the
subject here is to urge upon the Labor and Soeialist
movement that it should clear its ideal of this par-
ticular ‘‘taste,”” which seems to me so strongly to
savour of cant, Their ideal has, “‘au fond,”” no
more to do with the Gospel teaching than it has
with the Buddhist scriptures or the cult of Mithras.
Let us hope that Socialism will not rest content to
harp back upon the stale formulae of ‘‘creeds out-
worn,” but will work out its own conception of
man’s place as a social being in the universe.

Soviet Russia Medical
~ Relief Commuttee

. Emtor’s Note—We_ are asked to publish the following

financial statement. Dr. Wm_ Mendelson writes to say that

many of our readers have contributed to this fund. }

TREASURER'S FINANCIAL REPORT STATEMENT,”
JUNE, 1920. )

’August, 20d, 1920. .

Reccipts.
Contributions ......vecvveviiveeniiens
Mass Mecting Detroit, June 20th
'
B
Expenditure, ¥ --
Printing and advertising ......coociiiiiiies $ 3600
Clerical Help ...oovviieneiiaon ... 15/
Postage, Stationery and miscellaneous . 158,62
Medical SUPDHES <nvvevenrerennneeronneannansens 2,500.00
- $2,820.62
J ‘.
TREASURER'S FINANCIAL STATEMENT, JULY, 1920
Receipts,
Contributions . ....o0oveves Nerveraereaoan SETTTTIRR $2,777.36
Mass Meeting, Phila. Comm. ... X
Mass Meeting, Wash. Comm. .......coevviiinnen 80.00
Mass Meeting and collections, Vasncouver, B.C. .... 10460
N. Y. Esthonian sub-comm. .....oocvvneiennanens 10420
N. Y. Lithuanian sub-comm.
Phila. Comm. .....icviiirroannronairrenaasasenses
Detroit Comm, ...oviieiiiinniiiieeniineneeees
* Expendtures.
Expenses Phila and Wash, meetings ..ot $ 9500
Collection Canadian Cheques 16.35
Clerical help ..viiiiiiiiiiiii it essaees 75.00
Postage, Statonery and Miscellancous 193.07
Medical Supplies ... 3,500.21
$3,879.63
Balanee oovecerniviacinronannneas $ 53633
SUMMARIZED STATEMENT, APRIL TO JULY,
INCLUSIVE.
Receipts,
April, $42817; May, $1,914.57; June, $4,684.91; July, .
$4,436.16—-$11,450.81.
Expenditure.
April, $12626: May, $1,77901; June, $282062; July:

»

August Ist, balance on hand, §2,845.29.
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Article No. 2.

N the ‘“Political History of England,”” by Hunt
I ‘and Poole, we are told that **Irf financial and
military problems alone \had been troubling the
realm in 1381, there would have been no outbreak
of rebellion, despite of all the irritation caused by
the cirenits of the Commissoners of the poll tax.”
This hypothesis seems reasonable, The problems
of finance and war were the concern of the ruling
classes alone.  Whatever 'differences of opinien
l;light exist in regard to the methods of administer-
ing propertied affairs could certainly be mljustsefl
without precipitating a rebellion of sueh a magni.
tude, and fraught with such terrible possibilities.

But there were other problems. The whole social
system was in a strained condition. The aftermath
o.!' the great plague was replete with changes. The
relations existing between lord and serf eould no
longer be similar to those prevailing ia the days of
the Normans and Plantagenets. Industry, too, had
developed considerably and merchant guilds and
craft guilds had become but the shadow of what
they onee had been. The day of the journeyman
and master was rapidly approaching. The wool
which formerly was shipped to Flanders to be wov-
en into cloth und re-shipped to England, was now,
to a large degree, prepared and manufactured at
home.  Comimerce had gradually penetrated the
more importart sections of Europe and the Orient,
and was now a matter to be reckoned with.
" In such wunsettled econditions a social upheaval
would naturally be expected and the short-sighted
action of those in charge of governmental affairs
materially hastened the impending catastrophe. The
resentment against- the poll tax, and the methods
resorted to by the commissioners and colleetors,
were an’ incentive for the villein to launch his pre-
meditated attack on the landlord; for the unchar-
tered townsmen to try grips with the Abhott; and

.~ for the ruined tradesman to make a last desperate
effort to evict the Flemish supplanter

The spontaneous outburst in s0 many shires and

- towns, -and among the members of so many differ.

ent departments.of activity, is sufficient proof of the
unsatisfactory nature of the social base. On June
10th, 1381, the storm burst. The rural laborers were’
the first to rise in. insurrection, and they marehed
to.the citadel of naster class power—London, East
and West the same tale is told by the chroniclers of
the time. 'Large masses of peasants rose in arms

demanding that all grievances be:-speedily redress- -
ed. - :

" UTyler, who in all probability had seen serviee in

foreign wars, and who was ‘apparently-a man of out-

standing ability, took his place at the head of the
-men_of Kent. - They liberated Ball from Maidstone
gaol ‘together with several others whom- they con-
" sidered to_be unjustly imprisoned. Their military

equipment was not up to the standard even of those

- days; b'\_xtvthér intense enthusiasm. prevailing prohib-

ited a comparison between contending forces.  In

_~marehing - on- London, Blackheath and Southwark
.Were occupied, and a knight of the realm, Sir John

Efan]éy,— was - forced to communicate.thgi!- terms to

“The fact that.they were able to cross the h'ridge

-~and_ enter -London proves conclusively that even

the rulers themselves within the city. were. far- from

urder the leaders. “Only a case of divided counsels
“could: . make .possible ‘such an entry as the rebels

- efféctéd.” A great struggle hetween the vietualling

guilds ‘and the clothing guilds had heen in exiat-
‘nce for many years in London, and the wealthy on

- the side of the victuallers considered it to be in their

interests to aarist the insurgents; - They had no par-
ti u:]ar love for thr ‘peasants and' artizans, or the
cause they. represented, but politigal expediency
i ions,.. Three aldermen of London
ed-for the part they playéd in the in-
; and

army in London wag
Y ndon wasg

for the incensed

The Progress of the Peasants’ Revol;:

artizans and unskilled workers of the city to open
the vials of their wrath on the hated Flemings. They
had long been unpopular,both with the nmrvln}nt und
nmuufncmrillg clnSS(!S, whom llu‘_\' were foreing out
of business by their up-to-date and efficient methods
on the industrial field, and by the workers, whom
they managed to exploit to a greater degree, Many
of the Flemish merchants were dragged from the
churches, and their places of business, amd sum-
marily dispensed with. .

In the ranks of the dominant ruling powers of
London, consternation and confusion reigned. They
liad no time to deliberate. They must act nnd et
quickly. A large and exasperated mob was in their
midst, and there was no telling what atrocions
erimes they were about to commit. Froissart, whose
title was obtained from the erown, and who could al-
ways be depended upon to be the willing 100l of
his benefactors, in explaining the actions of the
rehels says: “*Thus these ungracious people  de.
meaned themselves like people enraged so that day
they did much sorrow in Tondon.””  No doubt they
did. But sorrow soon made way for anger, and
anger for action.

The heads of the city, the lords, and the rich hur.
gesses called a quick conference.  Some of them
were in favor of attacking the rebels at night while
at their vest and asleep. It was thought that after
their early suceesses the majority would he drunk,
and could be murdered with ease.  The heroism and
ga'lantry of the British ruling class was manifested
even at that date. Were it not for the fnet that
the residue of the commons might rise in revolt they
would likely have counselled the king to attempt
4 massacre. To quote Froissart again: "The good
men could heve done this with ease, for they had
in their houses their servants ready in harness.’”
That the liveried lackeys, who attend to the per.
sonal wants of their masters, are never to he de-
pended upon to assist in the struggles of the indus.
trial workers is one of the unmistakable lessons of
history. ‘Their isolation from the remainder of the
proletariat; their close intimacy with their employ-
ers, whose favors are essential to their success; make
of the meniai a practically hopeless slave hoth phy-.
sial'y and mentally, : ‘

However, the chances of syceess attending sueh a
venture as that contemplated looked noue too bright.
A safer method must be sought. Tustead of s mur-
derous asssault, a conference was arranged with the
rebellious peasants, After carefully reviewing the
grounds for revolt, it was decided upon hy the king
and his counsellers that all matters in dispute should
be- rectified a: once. Richard eonsented to serfdom
heing abolished all over the realm; that al! feudal
services shouud disappear; and that all holders in
villeinage should become free tenants paying rent
of Ad. per acre, per year, to the lord,

In addition to these drastic changes, others of a
minor nature were also effected.  All restrictions on
buying and selling. were to he eliminated, and mar-
ket mounopolies of all favored places were declared
aholished. These laiter coneessions would seem to
indicate that other sections. of the ecommunity out-
side the peasantry had axes to grind, and-deemed
that the proper time and place to present their de.
mands. A general amnesty was also eonceded for
all irregularities committed during the rising

The king ordained ‘more than hirty clerks to
transfer to paper the eonclusions of ‘the eonferernice,
and letter patents, zealed with the kings seal were
delivered to the embattled peasants. After gaining
80 decisive a vietory, the ‘masa -left, but ““‘the great
venom remained hehind.”’ This, of course, included
the leaders— Tyler, Ball and Straw,

What caused the reluctance of these rebels to
depart is not casy to underatand. The chroniclers
would lead us to helive. that intoxicated with sue.
coss, they wanted to display their oruelty end hyy.
al}"ty to the limit. A more probable reagon, wo
think, was the fact that they fully realized the atate

of affairs, u.ml felt certain that, without sufficient
pressure heing -bronight o bear,

grants of a hewildered ruling class

would be speed.

ily revoked.

Following the Mile Fnd conferenen
of the insurgents hegan to appear xA_-m,]m-,,,'
the properticd classes, that CYErYane i, h“
thing to Tose siw that nemed fore. Mt b -M:'l
into play to proteet his life nny Popeny "
houses of severnl of the most despiaed ,-“;'el,‘
burned, and many of the manor rojl, sacke], 1.
apurt from a few detested offieul, of the n'a'r:;n
number of mnrders comnitted wis v, i
orious antagaiism towards the w by

tie 4“:?«,‘;4

ant section of society, displayed Frane,
the horrors of the Jnequerie, a fey o
fv, was ot manifestod in Fngland,

of the Peasants’ War in Germany,

al
century luter. bloody deeds of violenes Werey
to on but few occasions.

On dune Bth, John Ball in Big.

BTNy -

S

i . se
Kheath, priy

that ever m -morable sermon wh:
platform for the Christian Snei

U b g ui

Bl ever gy

He recounted the story of creating,
Garden of Eden, when all wen wers g
Servitude of man to man was pevop
wickedness saade its hideous prvcenes 4

Gl
iy
hwman family.  If God had intended 3 d
between peoples he wonld have tarted s
The peasants of England now had an app
of gaining their freedom. and he stn :
them to take advantage of the g

Ball undoubtedly wielded an enorisogs
over the lower strata of English e
twenty years he had lived and wor
them in country and town.
the division that existed m society anl
and fearless in his advoeaey of o
But the time was not yet ripe for cas e
tion as the productive forees had no
socinl in character, and many charess L
take place before sueh were the cnse.

As the rebals fefused ta disperse, tie prokl
the ruling elass was still far from bLenyg wied d
seeond eonfercnice between coutesting jpartn 38
considered necesaary. The appointmen was
at Smithfield.  Riehard enquired as 1o
for the insurgents’ delay. Ty'er infar:
many urgent wanttérs had yet to be ate
all was not satisfactorily arranged at et
their first meeting.  There i st
no law above the Statute of Wine!
should be cutlawed as the result of
ings  The estates of the chureh sho )
eated after provisian was made for prestit 5
and divided up among the laity. Al men sher i
legally free with no differentintion hetween 3562
except in the ense of the king. .

To this new list of demands the king pfsf’f‘-"i
refuned to comply., The growing strength "‘:’; )
Inw-and-ordar party, the propertied el -‘!l-‘-j"‘
the rilers of the realm to take a very differest re’
of the situntion than on the oceasinn of the 57§
conference, pposition on #2 8

e swa!

gt

The unlooked for op; X
part of the state roused the ire of Tver. whe ¥
a personal attack on one of the king’s ““,E?dm;‘
In the altereation Tyler was siain by “mm‘";
the Lord Mayor, and fearing u violent ”um?;,
with the probable masseere of the roval m.m:"
Richard offered his services as Ieader m plst®
the murdered Tyler.

But the rebellion by this time had warked p
out. Uradually, the peasants and artizans ‘":f][!-.er
their way back to their respective shins (‘Ih,.
through fear, hunger, or the thought that ”Wi(a;n
fully accomplished what, they attempted (o i;;z
Day after dsy the forees of the state were bvm‘l;“.;
consolidated jn London, and now it was mcn‘ns
questieni of time till Richard should lun\'«“"‘a
dizposnl n body of troops lurger in ""mh‘r}ekr
bettor trained and equipped than those whe w

iel!

Lilled.
neeepted his leadership whan Tyler was LJ;:{.‘hﬂ 3
With this formidable power af his hack. i
omprof

had no necesnity to maintain his former ¢ e
. o N ., LS
Ing and concilinting attitude. He now 'Ilm 2t
the requisite authority, and was preparc

What happened wo shall sec in our ""ﬁ'\ MeD
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WEBTERN OCLARION

FAGE THRIE

GY P, which, next to India, is the greatest pos.
session in the British Empire, was taken by
and is keld by foree. Sin® the Suez Canal
s buitt in the gixties, Egypt has been the gateway
i trade of. the East, and as such it beeame a
wpting buiz to England and France. Ismail I,
Jenler of that time, becoming entangled in ex.
at schemes of development and. dissipation,
b he was encouraged by European wmoney
iders, ran up the Natioual Debt to about $45,000,-
. The financinl conquest of the country soon led
Vs military conguest, Ismail, to meet his embar-
Joments: sold a huge quantity of his shares in the
ez Canal to the British Government, and then at
e instigntion of British and French usurers, the
cerninents of France and Britain compelled him to
pt. their finaneial controllers who took over the
anacement. of all Egyptian. finances.  As a result
\o Byyptians became discontented with the inter-
etice of foreign powers and- with the increased
avation. A national movement arose to break the
wwer of The Ruler and to get the power of the gov.
pment in the hands of the people themselves. We
rtald this national movenient was a mere mutiny
i the diseontented, just as we have hicen told about
oirin and Trotsky in Russia, but the historical fact
emains that the Arabi Revolution was a complete
apular sueeess.  The Khedive was deprived of his
ower and the Government passed to the National
Gemlly which the Khedive was compelled to sum-
soii. Mo suceessful. wits this practically bloodless
svolufion, that the European money lenders, ter-
or strieken lost the Egvptian Parliament repudiate
e debts nf their autaeratic ruler or fail to weather
hé finaneial sform, moved heaven and earth to stir
he British ‘and French Govérnments to stamp out
he Nutional “Movement “by force of arms.  The
“rench Government declined to have anything to do
ith so-ghastly -a profeedink. The British Govern-
ient, B0 The other hand, tempted by the bait of the
afeway to ‘India, ‘and lashed by the bondholders’
hips froin biehind, hombarded Alexandria (with-
ut” declaring war), then landed an army which
rushed Fgyptian nationpl‘ism with blood and iron.

av

Ihe Near Side of the
hobde RUblCOl’l ’

anld ¢
1 thex

: - '
WO venrs ago, by -their refusal to recognize,
L. or countenance in any way the Soviet Gov-
ramient, the “Alliés. made a fateful decision. For
he “presérvation of ‘privilege, they deemed it of
irst iinpartance to erish that visible symbol of pro-
etarian suprempey.. And - the” Allies were right.
Hua: after -the  fashion' of - all-.class fyrannies, 1o
ichicve -this-end ‘they “elaborated their own:crude
'?"’”“J,d,- of foree; and having nade their choice, and
failed, thiey are now face to face with the conse-
‘uences . of 4hat” historical décision. Consequences
are heeaming ominously elear; even to our purbliad
Inasters, R -

|r:iu}i§r
af
enstiel.
nt TP
he it
onthe.|
o
ndath
_B-" means ot the:blockade, through the intrigues
‘}:\ (‘!mrchillinn duplicity ; throngh the medincy of
(i:l!:;';":l" interests and Esthonian need; through the
\a d(‘“’.‘.'“"ly_\' of Cau:enniglmliplom.u,(_ey, Bril.mp strove
i 'l.hl oy the hated Soviet. Coxpmmly with Frm.x.cc.
o0 Hungary she attempted to stom the flowing tide
o ”‘Ii; ri\\~ollxi&()li,ﬁ-ﬂhd lfuihqd south-eastern Europe
el lioe ll‘:‘gcss‘; With the he}P Vof France, she build-
s ;n" l',"’,"“ P‘!‘!‘?d. : With- mandatory schemes,
e ‘mrr!i‘ it ‘-0:1‘?“ in lfew,strengt.h and cunning
Gl s'ir walls of Empire in the Middle Enst. And
lmtmn~“ ©,:tho. failure of foree is overwhelmingly
flands .h 07"‘(7“3“ sides their hypoerisy and deceit
astir. l{"" on ﬂ!qmsrolr\ie‘s, in_rolling waves of dis-
A0t g the forefront of this Allied defeat,—
o all 'hu? brighter, beoause of the pitiful treachery
staiids or nan inspiration _and :its infinite hope —
o O“,t',“—“’—,""d“!!mtablg proof of proletarian in-

conomic Causes of War.

Article -No. .11,

This dastardly aet alarmed the conscience of the
world aud aroused the jealousies of all the European ’
Powers, to alluy which the British Government an-
nounced thai the occupation of Egypt would only
be temporary, and would cease when the finances
were put in order and.a stable government' estab-
lished. This was-in 1882, since which time the fin-
ances have heen put in order, and every effort of
the Egyptians to’ govern themselves has been sup-
pressed.,

On December 17th, 1914,: Great Britain declared
that Turkey had forfeited its rights in Egypt, over
which Britain extended a protectorate. The Egypt-
inn_peeple showed -their dissatisfaction, and Eng-
land then declared the protectorate to be only tem-
porary, and that it would cease with the war. Trust-
ing in this promise the Egyptians came to the Allies’
aid; Fgypt beeame a hase of operations in the East.
The Egyptian army served at Sinai in Arabi, at the
Suez Canal, in the deéfeat of the Turkish armies in
Syria and Mesopotamis, and warded off the danger
of an uprising in the Soudan. After fighting, and
numbers dviug for. the causé of liberty, right, and
self-determination, the Egyptians, like those who
expeet much, were greatly disappointed. When the
armistice was signed they asked Britain to keep her
word, but {oh, those scraps of paper) she failed to
do so. The I'rime Minister asked to be allowed to
depart for London, but his request was refused.
The people then delegated prominent men of all
elasses and political shades to go to the peace con-
ference. Voting papers for this purpose were cir-
cu'ated. but were confiseated after having received
more than 2,000,000 signatures. These papers con-
tained the names of members of Parlinment, and
provincial and municipal councillors. The necessary
passports heing refused the delegates, the popula-
tion rebelled and protested, in answer to which the
English authorities arrested the members of the del-
egation and deported them to Malta, and the coun-
try ‘was put under martial law, . These repressive.
measures reauited in strikes, riots, and the destruc-
tion of railroad, telegraph lines, etc., but the peo-
ple, having heen previously disarmed, were event-

telligence and proletarian competence to direct the
further and higher destinies of society,—an intelli-
gence daily displayed in its understanding of the
world welter of capitalist frightfulness; a compet-
ence that goes, restrained, but unhesitant amidst the
ruthless policies of class aggression.

At the time above-mentioned, Bolhevism was
weak, ‘isolated; its aims and aspirations unknown
and obscure,- -repudiated eéven by the intelligence
of the homeland. Now Bolshevism is established be-
voud all overthrow. Internally, Russia is practic-
ally united ngaiust all foreign interference; its
Sovietism lias become the vanguard of social pro-
gress ;- its aims and objective are known, in spite of
the infamy and calumny of the capitalist pressand
its recognition is being sought (furtively and treach-
erously) by all capitalist countries, in order to save
shemselves from the pit of world panie.

To vanquish a world rival, Britain and France
beeame allies. The rival vanquished, each becomes
a clnimant for imperialist dominance. But world
dominance can only belong to one, aund-to that one
only hy the immemorial right of might. For this
Jdominion the chauces of Franee are hopeless. She is
hioken and bankrupt, holding together internally
by foree of martial control, and externally by the
conditions ang financial leniencies of the war alli-
ances. Her onty hope is the German indemnity, and
the subjugation of Russia, which being inter.
preted, means, {he ruin of Germany and the annihil-
ation of Russin. But that alternative carries with
it the immediate collapse of eapitalism.

For those reasons, Britain and France camiot
agree. Their imperinlist needs and ambitions are
contradictory, and it is the temporary aunion of
those irreconcilable policies whieh has brought about

ually crushed through force of arms. Then, Brit-
ain, having obtained secretly the recognition of a
British protectorate over Egypt from President Wil-
son, permitted the deported Egyptians at Malta to
proceed to Paris, The delegates endeavored to get
an interview with this great man Wilson, but he in-

: formed them through his secretary he had not had

an opportunity to see them. President Wilson left
Paris "without hearing the case of the Egyptians,
nor did the Peace Conference permit them to state
their case.  This is the treatment delegates of
Egypt, representing a population of 16,000,000, re-
ceived from the exponent of international right and
justice,— this great demeerat whose platitudinal
phrases of justice, liberty, and the saving of the
world for democracy, were repeated in poll-parrot
fashion all over the Allied countries, and who will
be portrayed in the future as the greatest humbug
the world ever saw. All the sentimental slush is of
no avail when it confliets with the financial and
economic interests arising from the division of the
spoils.

France, of al! the European Powers, offered the
greatest opposition to British occupation of Egypt,
hecause shg had considerable interests there herself,
bhut she is acquiescent now, since this opposition was
bought off by Britain supporting her in Morocco.

The stranded Egyptian delegates published a
“White Book’’ of British rule in Egypt telling of
the pillaging of villages, the lashing and flogging
of men, and the killing of men who defended their
wives. hut as the reading of this book is not good for
humble Britishers, the ‘‘Thought Controllers™ de-
¢ided that the book should be kept in the Index Ex-
purgatorius; it is seditious, because it is propa-
ganda for the workers.

This short history of Egypt, where the National
Assembly was overthrown, Alexandria bombarded
wjthout a declaration of war, with the ‘grand finale
at the Peace Conference secretly allowing a British
Protectorate over Egypt, shows how much respeet
Britain has for self-determination, or even for seraps
of paper if they clash with her economic interests.

v PETER T. LECKIE.

the present economic deadlock in the old world. 1t
¥ranee remains obdurate, and continues in her pre-
sent policies, she must eventually face the pressure
—and force—of her quondam allies,—for her an
impossibility, because-the control of world resources
is not in her hands. Per contra, if France compro-
mises her German claims, and Russian credits, and
relinquishes, even in part, her imperialist demands,
the disorganization and difficulties of her ecapital-
15ts will be no less complete, and such disorganica-
tion eannot fail to find a swift reflex in her popula-
tion,

Finally, this subordination of French to British
Tiaperialist aggression will entail new samples’ of
Anglo-Saxon compromise. For with the breakdown
of the Polish defence—the last real barrier against
the ‘‘red” revolution—not only is Central Europe
laid open to Soviet influence, not only will those na-
tions find relief in their desperate straits from a pro.
letarian Russia, but, with Berlin and Paris paral-
yzed, the oue with an impossible peace, the other
with an impossible victory, and with Soviet prestige
enormously enhanced, and its power and influence
positive and ascendant, from the Baltie to the Black
Sea, from Danube to Indies, Lenin comes knoek-
ing at the gates of London, the very heart of capital.
1f, under those circumstances capitalist conferences
do not give place to sterner action, and negotiation
take a definite character and an infinitely more ma-
terial bearing on the visible circumstances of soc-
jety. it can only be becanse the social forces inher-
ent in social production and elass appropriation are
so rvipely developed, that all class resistance to the
flood of their inevitability is utterly hopeless.

At any rate. let us be diligent while we may, for
beyond all eavil, we are standing on the threshold
of momentoug events . R.
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'\y'ngréigip ~of - the “socially
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ot \\eultlrprmluction i% 80 liig

'optrutvl mnthmer) or
’l‘lu, mnchn'

ng of law: , .ot school ‘curriéuluin “and chiirch

L3 levies:and. collects taxes for its -main-

tumnu' as:an_institution, und 1! mumfests its ‘rule
thrmlgh polmc and-militia.

Capitalism, in the pust few yéars s has upparentlv

aver-reached - itself. It -has ‘taken huge -aggrega-

tions ol mern _through -4 nmnlerous, hioody ordeal

ne:p [ -ds; ("(j(g.,
{ ul, icgul arn(l,rejignolls.r' Mmii's haly

ghig-and ideas are nec

haps nmnng@‘d to settle: themes)ves ghrough the sub-
Jugation of ‘one oever another,; the\' have mutually

cdmmtcd thcmsel\es in-the. process, and- class ‘an-
mgmmm is. now ‘the “issue in’ every land. Slowly it

“present-basis- of “Venltrh production and distribution
exper- “lhcir interests and_ their asters’ - interests are dis-
ANY. tant as the oppposite poles.”. The thinder of a pass-
“'é“"_h iug epoch iy sounding==Capitalisi lingers; dying in
"“", M pain. with -its accompanying -ferocity:

cannot, nor can we, will or wish ‘the future auy: more
thun. we Lnuld ‘the past, - L’i\lil\é ‘the - Utopian_' re-
foFmer, we _cannot -haptize : the- future before it-is
born, : :

To(lm, Ruwn has blazed the trall It is ‘for us,
the \\(»rken ut ‘other ‘lands, to throw the hght of
- truth“on" the malicious propaganda used against
Russia by thc mmlom of: cnpnal “the press: the pul-
“pit: the seurrilous plntform.

v ng ~ct~nn ‘a tornhle (hmg‘
h con( of X hcn\en

It is" the now chaugmg ‘order that concerns -1is.
The. plngne,ot, capitalism - is-in"us and around us.
i . Tiet us understand its cause and cure. By educat-
i.c., écanoiniic

vess from
in- " gling eonirades in lem Our help: and sy mpathy
will” then demonstrato !homsel\e& ~This iis- our
“working ‘clas “‘ulmre : ‘DS.

ply of Vfoudsmff's, and no doubt it ‘also helped. to
S firmly 'estiﬂilisnr'slﬂwr\' as"the eaptive could - aid
- praduction :he “eould “produce. enough “for iimselt

Sand.a surplus for lm captor:= . So hegan eivilization,
suceessive-orders ‘of human: slavery.

Q hattel” slave dnd ser! alike ‘were ‘attached (o the
land. ‘Roth pmduced \vcnlth for their-masters. The
difﬂ-renco between-chattel }tlmgr,\{ and- serfdom was
partly’ a_ matter of -form. - But: there was a social
need” for thmgs ontsnle of ngnqultnre Handicraft
praduetion onn small smle developed through social
need; and-with. the de\elopnmnt of - the art of pro-
duction” devcloped also_the early : stages-of produe-
tion: for sale.  So.there grew, up centuries-of handi:
o eraft prodmhou Hand tools grew to machinery
through .a _social need for greater power than the
simple’ mnmal strengtl of man counld furnish direet-
1% Thi -mdus'rml revoliution seuled the doom of
: foudnlmu. ;

Under a machine system of pmduchon it becmm
leﬁw and-less possible: for. the. individual . worker_to

tion-of ‘the x-mun of production.. And:today, the
: cessential cmldltlou of capitalist : produchon is the
cxplmtutmn of non:owners; -wage-workers, -*‘free”’
(‘npxmlmn is- based’ upon .commodity
That is to say, what it produces it pro-
duces to.sell A ‘commodity is principally something
that- is produced: for salé.- Whether: they be bibles
-or guns makes no dltfereuco to” thc ‘capitalist,. so
: Iong as they sell.;
In ‘other stages of souetv man -also bought and
sold, but plus articles were exchanged. To-
: \mrdq the\r laves in those sometms tho masters had

“producers:
produetion:

: certam rbllgmmns.

work or not;: sick ‘or well; he had to’ be:fed and
“clothed by - his: i
= slave considers himself a free man.

and’ while cdpitalist: group: antagonisms  have  pef- -

s dawning on the w orl\erq of ev ery land ‘that on the

Its rulers -

SEES it.

‘ing_ourselves as to .our own'condition  We will be -
ahle. (o understand’ the: elass - po%lhon of our strug-,

-zes with C.0.%s.

“nois¢ and_shouting is for.

:0WN the. tools -hé opernted throngh the concentra--

Phey never wrought—they. haven't the skill.

Whether he was engaged in

xdlvldual master

Today the wige
He is not com-
‘pelled to work -for any individual master, but he

',—_must scll lns lahor-power to.gome master in order
“to.gain « livelihiood under the rule of capital. To-

day the eupité.ist hias no direct property interest or

t - possession’in the wage-worker he may ‘employ and
“exploit.
80 niuch’ lnbnr-po“er from- him, in much.the same
‘manner as’ he buys - electric poweg for his plant.
“When he no longer requires power—lahor-power, or
eleetric power,—he refraitis from huying.

He does not own him, He merely buys

- The de\'elopmept of “machinery has d'isplﬂced'

-nany. workers, and unemployment usunally accent-’
" uates the miseries of life for.the:workers under cap-

italism. “When they are einployed the workers pro-,
duce more wealth than the workers of any previous
stage of society.  When they are unemployed they
endure more misery. .-And eontmuouslv the number
of avaitable wage:workers is:in excess of the aver:
age needs of capital,

From the savage, hunting his prey to- provide his
wants, to-the worker of today is a far ery. Yet
while the worker of today - is ‘able to provide his.
waunts, he lacks opportunity, unless that is granted
to liim by the owners of the machitiery.of wealth
production, to-which: he -must apply his energy if
he is to live. 'When the savage brought down his
prey the reward wag his. - But while the worker to-
day produces enough for himself, he: produces so
much more-that periodically. his master must. sus-
pend employment. i in order to-get rid of the acecum-
-ulating- surplus.

Production’ today is for sale No longer is man
at: the niercy of the eclements.” Starvation-is no
longer: due.*o his inability to provide for his wants.
He has but one problem—the problem of ownership
““how .to own the product of his labor.

He will solve that problein just as soon as he
Y.P.S L

THE PEACEFUL CAPITALIST.

I saw him .once, I see him now, a grey-haired
man with Furrowed brow. He is a Capitalist, I
vow, and wants no war, no trouble, no row. He is
‘a man of Deéce, quite right! Hven in war-time will
not fight, helieves siicerely Right is Might, and
acts’ according to His Light.. - The ‘‘Light” he has
is ‘good horse-seuse, it keéps-him right without pre-
tence, to stay at home and mind His pence. Fight? -
No!'He is.not quite so dense. “War, if it must be, is
for those whose trade it"is—all history shows, and
it is wrong. "God krows,- God- knows he sympath-
War is for.-those whose blood is
hot—as hot as sun in hot Mespot. But tell me this
or tell me not, what have the WORKERS got who
fought? Why did the WORKERS fight and meil?
—Was it for Anglo-Persian Oi1? Or was it for their
native soil? Or were they caught in Derby’s toil?
Or was it that their blood was mad to see the'City
of Baghdad? And plant in'desert sands a Flag?—
A Rag!- Qive it another thought my lad! Why
Heénry fought, and Willie and John marched with
a suit of khaki on, was a puzzle to me. But now
the Dawn has caused my darkness to flee---Read on.
Noboedy knows at the start of a war what all the
It is only when PEACE
is-signed, good Tor’, that you realize what a war
is for.- “The war was for Freedom and Oil and Coal.
Pacific Islands and Belgium’s Soul, the RIGHTS of
the Serbs, the WRONGS of the Pole, also the trade
that the Germans stole. - But, as far as I see, the
FREEDOM won_ was Freedom .to pinch the coal
from the Hun, the Oil: from the Arabs, the place in
the Sunm, for all who have Power—-FROM THOSE
WHO HAVE NONE. ‘And now that THEY have
got the Fruits of the. War the "'WORKERS won—
the Brutes declare they do not want Disputes 'bout
Wages, Hours, or Price of Boots. They don’t want
Quarrel, they don’t want row, they don’t believe
in - fighting now: H@et back to work, and work,
vou.cow! or -we'll give you the sack! Bow-wow!
Bow-wow!"* ‘They never fought—they never will.
y But
they 've got the cheek of Kaiver Bill (whom Lloyd

the highest hill).
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—Forward,”’ Giasgow.
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