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«. 7 L& O AWESTERN CLARION.

‘A Letter on Social Change

: l)un ‘Comrade:
\nul fetter received and  contents
nmul | gather that my views.of.s0-
cnl change, do ot entirely meet with
- votir approval. Probably 1.ani pessi-
Jmistic, and very probably my notions
i liow the change will be effected
-aresivide of what the fact. may prove
“tobe, The transformation; in  your
terms of “social - sanity, ~ may prove
proplietic=—as beyond all question, it
is the better method:

“Qll,  although - 1 defer “to  your
\\ughtlm opinion, 1 hardly agree with
And T -am still pessimistic. T do.

: not think we have “seen ‘the ‘darkest
hotire  Rather is it the permbra—-we
Shaveyet to enter the'real shadow: Data
& 1ol mine to judge truly, but if, out
“of “all the. brutality, repression, thrust
tpon  the “world, - as it now is;
“hyla’ profit blind financial oligarchy,
thiere comies not, a fierce “reaction; I
i not inderstanding tlie- situation.”
And. what is’ the. situation? Allied
mtcrfc:cnce lias crushed all resistance
in-Central -Furope; the ‘minor States
from ‘theBlack -Sea’ to the Baltic, are
ring in the toils of Allied:diplomacy,
ria-completely subdued, Germany
“atterly ‘broken. "Andin all“that wide'
strec1 of territory, * famine, destitu-
iscase and ‘death prevails; nor-

fife conditions shattered by war—.
more ‘chaotic- with® “peace”; and.
Impcrlal m plunging. through the”

Now those peoples appear to he
i the

. ;able that “capitalism Wi
Because, " with Bolshevism’

réaténing - its “existence,“as Jehovah.-

‘threatenied” the - Caananites, capitalist
control and ‘repression dare not be re=’
“ Jaxed.  What will-Be the” nature of the

of thought? And . in face of capitalist
otism, will=—can-—thought be en-
,lghtencd? 'Till capital collapses, will
not the capitalist class resist? In “the
last man_and the last” dollar” spirit?
Woild the Russian revolution
‘been as mild -as it was, but for the
~war? TIs not Britain ruled despotically
hv Amperialism? = Does it not mock
“working class aspirations? Courter its
“pretentions,” resist’ all demands- for
_bietter- conditions; and render nuga-
‘tory, every: working class protest and
‘suggestion? And while yet. its breath
is warin - with tales of a “new world”"—
a hvpocncv which raises the heat Jm-
der-one’s ‘collar— is it not organizing
and’ gathering together its forces in
battle against labor? And it is not a
threat merely. = Capital, steel-clad,
_“booted -and spurred, is everywhere
riding a high horse.
- :Labor feels its misery and scrvitude
with a keenness that needs no telling.

Biit does it know the cause? Quite
triie  the workers are “gathering
- strength”—the pressure of - cconomic

-conditions is forcing us into unanimity.
~.And while unanimity implies a -con-
scious objective. that objective is not
born of political understanding,  but
" of sindustrial misery. In other words,
7 jt7is the common ‘struggle for exis-
teiice, that gravitates us together, and
not- the recognition of class interest.
There can be no doubt that change
has come upon working class organis-
ations. 'The germ of power-conscious-

DT

- support -of

agony of &

_at

reaction? Is action not the expression .

have -

ness is born within them, but ‘only
born—or they would not botlier about
reforms.  The automatic conduct and
orderliness of strikes, rallying to the
cemrades, . fighting ~ ‘for
“rights.” ete., may be due, as much
to union discipline, habit of thought,
and social custon, as to consciousness
of social status, or any clear cut defi-
niterniess of aim -or goal. The mutual
association of victims of a conyimon ex-
ploitation, if not clearly conscious of
that exploitation, may, of itself, offer
a pretext for capitalist. interference
and tyranny, may-be transformed into,
a-dangcerons association.” May it not?
Are not the driving forces, on both
sides, hecoming more urgent?  Is ne-
cessity not . growing- more desperate?
And -is not immediate necessity invar-
iably- far in a(lvance of social under-
standing?

s

The expansion of mpltal—apparent—
Iy to its logical conclusion—is _the
pre-requisite of editcational -principles.

‘And in the nature of things, that. ex- "

pansion far outstrips the rate of edu-
cation. ~ Because, the habits and cus-
toms. of a society are (as vou. well
know). the resultants of"its_ material
conditions. " 'Those’ customs and idéas
are imposed on -the social members;
they.. become local: ~factors, influenc-
ing further. developniént.” But, - they

“are also thé efhic of the dominant so-

I mal forces, and until tJmse forces have
m heedless of its handnvork, . ) I

“avgmented.

- cation.

developed their own negatiofi, estab-
lished" custom cannot be broken, or ar-
|ntmnly sét aside.

“True,. ¢ rat\onallty' will increase “as
the day -draws nigh;” but, likely in a
limited - sénse, of scope. 1 grant you
that tlie: conditions favorable to. the
growth -of ‘rationalism will be greatly
But that is a different
matter: - When - the change comes and
‘the new ¢thic takes form, the new so-
cial consciousness will be developed,
will become the dominant habit. The
new society will grow in, and of, the
conditions; - generated by thie old, hut
the new social consciousness can only
acquire dominance utider the influence
of the new. order. History seems to
point .the lesson, that, so far, we arc
drjven; not persuaded, and when. the

social forces compel socnct) to" act, if.

tircumstances are plopltlous, an_ intel-
ligent minotity riay. gujde its destinies
into channels of wisdom and: peace.
For sake of that minority and 'in hope
of stcli”ai eventuation, I stbscribe
most-earnestly to the doctrine of edu-
And ‘education may be aided-
by -military . science.  Thé modern,
scientific ‘means.and methods of de-
struction, might be too appalling to
contémplate, might be beyond the com-
mand’ of proletarian- éffort, and that
fact; -and “not rationalism, might com-
pel the transition to ways of compara-

_tive peace;

I apologlse for this forward trespaSa
on your long suffering, and 1. am
gratefully appreciative of your person:
al efforts to: “set my feét on the
“straight-and .narrow way.”

thirs' for Socialism; : R

CONNOLLY’S POLICY

ORE and riore- it begomes
~ apparent - (in - -8pite - of - the
suppression _of -the national press)
that' the . people. of Ireland’ have
last’ united “on-.a traly : national
basis and have purgéd from " the na-
tional entity the last vestige of Tmper-
ial Anglophobia; that for the. first
time in history agitation in'. Ireland
has ‘assumed an economic as well as
a political aspect.
of Sinn Fein is as much the result of
Comnnolly’s fight against the economic
exploitation of the working people-as
is Pearce’s struggle for their political
freedom.

When in 1798 \Volfe Tone first ad-
vanced his republican theories, he also
advanced a system of economics that
kept the land-owning classes -from his
banner. Again in 1848 when Mitchell
declared for an economic’ as.-weéll as
a political revolution, he found himself
opposed by the wealthy political Gir-
ondins.  But the Land League strug-
gle, while it was abandoned before
any decision was reached; yet showed
the people the possibilities  of this
form of agitation, and the Gaelic Lea-
gue through its educational policy:-has
shown the people how alien to the
national conscience ‘was the British
idea of property in land. So that the
combination of the Republican Policy
of Wolfe ‘l'one, the -economic policy
of Mitchell and Lalor, the cominunal
policy of Gaelic Leaguers, and the ab-
stention policy of Griffith’s, are now
combined and -form the aims of Pearce
and Connolly in 1916, and the plat-
form of De Valeria and Griffiths in ’18.

The political and economic platform
of Sinn Fein can be summed up in the
words of- Lalor—*“T'hat ‘the sole own-
crslip of Ireland is vested of right in

The present policy

the people of Iteland that they and
theyalone .. are the law. makersr and
landowners of this island; that afl faws
are null and. void, not tmade by them,
aind all-titles to land invalid ‘not con-
ferred of confirmed by them, and that
this right of. full possession should be
asserted and enforced by’ all mearis in
the power of men. They challenge
the right of .the viceroy in Dublin to
make  the. laws of thé country,
they: also challenge the right: of cach
and every-landlord “in the country. to
niake the economic conditions on their
various estates: ' They. criticise the
right of renegade Irishmen to call. in
the ‘military forces of a foreigh power
to restrain working . Trishmen  from
dttempting to secure and obtain the
necessary ecofiomiic status which is
their right s natives of Ireland to de-
mand. They criticise the right of a
small* minority to impose their will on
a large majority -and to prevent and
ohstract the political aims of such-ma-
jority.. They believe that the bad
c¢conothnic conditions are due entirely
o the political control of the country
and its industries by a foreign power
and fhe exploitation of these bad. con-
ditions by a renegade group of Irish-
men, under the protection of the for-
cign power,  They moreover main-
tain that the depopulation of the
country is due more to the economic
conditions created by the foreigner
than the political, status of the coun-
try. - For Ireland now realizes the
truth of Lalor’s words when he said—
‘Let laws- and institutions say what
they. will, this fact will be stronger
than all laws and prevail against
them, ‘the fact that those who own
vour lands will make your laws - and
control your lives and your liberties’

-fore finally arriving at'the solution ‘of

< like the Liberal or Tory ‘movement,

. istence of the political and mdustnal

but:

Is it then. any wonder. that the -Mur-
phy’s and Guinesses and Landsdo
and Dunsanys. still c'fvllcstly dés e
and fight- for the "British~'conn
France needed three revolutions bes

the needs of the people. - Amdrica,
whilst. breaking the .political .- control
of Europe still retained the European::
form of civilisation and that' state to:
day, is morc antocratic. than‘the Tories™
she overthrew. Irélind secing this,
must take them as the lessons of his:
tory and shape her “destinies accord-
ingly. She has ciiemies. galore inside
as well as outside, but the-spirit of
Connolly is alive among.. the-people
and whatever the paid press “of Im-
perialism may propagate among the -
outside world, Sinn_Fein ‘today is-
heart and soul in-the cause of Umvcr-
sal lecrtv

13 . 0. READ. -

Egotlsm or Altrulsm"
ET us ot forget that there isno-.

L thing intrinsically noble or bcau- E
tiful in the socialist' movement that we..
should désire to preserve its existence.”
Cn the contrary, it can be shown,
out any contérﬁon of inetapho s

iz a. DISEASE. ~Or, rather, like "
skin eruptions upon_ a human body; i
is a svmpton of “internal: disease, afd’
therefore part of the disease., The ex-

Socialist ‘Movements’ | indicated . th t
there is such a faulty and- un)ust
thod -of wealth productxon nd; distri-
bation in soclet v “that- class. hatre
and.- warfare aris¢; which- further re-:
sults in the. creation of opposing 'ar-
mies, one such - being ‘the ‘or
ganizations,” Even the spléndid feat
of self-sicrifice performed: within thr
Socialist Movemerits are eéxactly: simi
lar to the warfare and sclf—sacr;flcc,be
tween the, healthy ~ elements: “in the’
blood, against the disease-spreading or:
ganisms’ which . invade “tlie “hody; th
struggle between the two:-being a fea-
ture of the ailment.
Our busitiess, thereforc,* is th to
prolong’ the life of the Socialist Move
ment, but to fight Capitalism to-a fin
sish and by the establishment of the
Socialist Republic itself; render tlic So-
cialist Movement:  uniiecessary ;- fot
Socialism is Health. Peacé and Happi---
ness; while under C'\p;tahsm . the ¢
workers have only their chains, as
Marx says, to lose, and a whole world
to win. -
From another slnndpbint otie” . can
forgive the ego-Socialists. for ‘théir:
harsh attitude towards their: fellow: "
workers. We live, at present; -in-ai- -
imperfect world, amidst-imperfect peo-
ple. forced relationships and iiter-
course.  “Absence makes the - heart
grow fonder” has a cynical basis “of
truth. Did not the late Prof. Haeckel
‘write, that many men would gladly
forego the “delights” of an after life;
if it meant that they were doomed to
spend an ecternity in the -society of
their immortal “better-hftlves” or mo-
thers-in-law?  Schopenhauer. puts - it
still more neatly in a parable of his
about a number of porctipines, who,
on a cold winter day, huddled to-
gether for warmth; but as they began
tc. prick one another with  their quills,
they were compelled to disperse, How-
ever, again the cold drove them -to-
gether, and the same trouble happened.

(Continued on page 3)
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“From Prof. Jenk'’s- History of quigics

Thiz Council.

F, have seen that in the. rude
beginnigs of monarchy, the
host-leader is found always to be sur-
“rounded by his followers or compan-
men devotéd. entirely to his-ser-
¢, oi the terms that he shall provide
them with maintenance, .and ' oppor-
tunities for distinction, . As the host-

_leader -developed into the king, this

-“-of the kingdon.* Placed-in' the midst
“of a hostile country, the kiﬁg, and his
followers were -absolutely essential ‘to
“one another’s, safety, = Without their
support, the king could not- hold his
© conquest; without his master ~ mind,
<they would fall victims in detail to
racial lostility,  The success of theé
“king meant “the enrichment  of . his
Jiollowers; the contentnvent and pros-
perity- of his followers mieant the safe-
y of the king. We may put aside s
P ennture any deffnite theories about
‘the right of the ‘council, in those early
days; to control tlie dctions of the king.
-All‘our accounts of the relationship he-
tween. the “early king and his council
£07to show, that: the formier, 'if - he
= ¢hoose to run the risk of becoming un-
“popular, could do” what he liked. Al-
though, perhaps,: the' council gainéd
somewhat- in-the ‘¢yes of the -king's
‘ts by being regarded as the suc=
r of ‘the old tribal council of eld-
in reality'it was “the  body

1 his plf.asnre. Nevertlxe]ess, the
tence; of ‘the council “did sdon uns
edly become a substantial check
“oii‘the despotic tendéncies of the king.
A theory grew up, that a good king
constlted -his council frequently, that
he listened to its advise. ,And ‘from
this: point. the step-was Comparatively
short, to the doctrine that - the king
-ought to consult, and, finally, that he
"_must consult his. council. - And thus,
nreality, the ¢ouncil is the germ of
what - we call constitutional govern-
ment, - But, long before it became a
- bulwark of popular liberties, the coun-
“til had rendered invaluable service to
“the kingship as an institution, and this
in at least four ways
“'(a) It preserved the continuity.
= Kingship may be perpetual; but,
n fact, the individual king dies. And,
between the death of one king and the
_succession of another, there lies a crit-
ical- moment.  The forces of anarchy
sdre ‘ready to break.out. “The king
“tdied on the following day — then there
“was tribulation scon in the “land; for
every man that could forthwith robbed
another,”  says . an  old chronicler,
There is hl\\"lyS a chance that old ideas
-may -revive, and set people longing for
the good old. days when every one
~did that which .was right in his own
yes.  We must reniember that a sug-
_cessful monarchy ddes run ‘counter to a
- good many cherished practices. [t
“’does not, ,for example, permit of blood-
““feuds or tribal forays; it probably has
neurred the resentment of old relig-
_dons; it has sanctiomed practices
awvhich ancient prejudice regards as
monstrous; it has probably, exacted
=@ good deal of tribute. So there are
“;always people waiting for a good op-
" portfinity to revolt against it. But the
existence of the council tides over the
Tdangérous’ moment: ‘Though, *in strict

body of. followers became the council *

gs’s: servants, chosen by him

theory,; the death of the king dlSSOlVCSV .
his council in fact, tlie members: of

council hold together, in liopes of ‘be-
ing -uppointed his sticcessor, . And, in
the- meuitime,. they keep the’ political
machine going.
-(b) It preservad ths | admons.
One of the. greatest déngem to the
:.g\\h established kingship is, the risk
oi offending. its subjects by exhibition
of caprice.. It has to dedl with 4 ¢om-
“munity Kving according to’ immemor-
in] custom.. It is bound to effect-alfer-
atiolis  to a certain g.\tuu, but, if it
is wise. it will do-so as little as possi-
ble,  Above all, it must avoid any- un-
uecessary changes, It7is dlmost hetter,
under some conditions, to persevere in
a bad -policy, than-to change it for
4 good one. T'he average nian, especi-
ally if he be of a patriarelial type, sus-
pecst and hates. change. But a body of
councillors is less likely to be  caprici-

¢+ ous than a single ruler, its’ members

“will possibly, have something to-lose
by ‘a change of policy. Ifts influence
will, in  the majority - of cases, ‘be
against change.

() It broke the obloguy,
As we U have  said, governiment,
cspecially a newly-established govern-
ment, is hound to be unpopular, at'least
to a certain extent. * Tf the whole uf
the criticism’ promked by its acts were
10 fall on the head of a single ‘indi-
vidual, his position: would beconie very
precarious,  “But if -the blame ¢ he
distributed -amongst -his advisers; oiif
-even, in “extreme cases;.one or more of
these advisers can' be sacrificed to: the
poputar.: discontert; much. will be gain-
ed by the head of ‘thé state.” Being an
"npersond] .mthorltv a council stands
criticism miich better than.an individ-
ual. " ‘This may not he a very  digni-
fied or enjoyable function of the coun-
¢l but it is a very ‘valuable one fron
this point of view of the State. -

(d) It'increases the activity.

‘T'he limits of the activity of a single.
individual are soon reached. Even. a
king like Frederick the Great cannot
know, personally, very much of what
is goiiig on in his dominions. ~ But he
would know still less if it were.not for
his councillors. By their wn observa-
tions, and through their- agents, they
find out things which :are going on,
and repeat them to the king.  As with
knowledge, 50 with action. - The king
can personally, do but little. Even in
carly days, when the king was still in
the main, a warrior, he could not per-
sanally protect all his dominions  at
once.  Still less could he, when the
husiness of his position became, (as it
did. become) enormously . increased,
conduct it all himself. Bt his coun-
cil could he increased fo goy size; and
thus he could; as it were, provide him-
sell with an  wnlimited number of
hands.

3. The local agents,

Hitherto "we have assumed that the
king’s councillors have, save for short
intervals of absence, surrounded his
person, either on the bhattle-field or in
the palace or hall. This was ds we
have seen, the old idea. 'The war-
leader’s companions, in time of peace,
fed at his table and iived in his house.
And the idea has nevér been abandon-
ed. The court of the mon'\rch, even

ance on the person oi thc kmg. But
when the freebooting leader became

“at least,

i the pu.u:dmg s.hapter, had
d-glimpse ofthe - readiest plan.::

as hig represemtatives.. It was a dang-
crotis; practice, th(mgh perhaps,” less
dangerous than lorubie' ;llspoSscsunn.
I'he king felt shfer where the circum-
stances” allowed: him- to plme one of

“his_ own trusted followers” in-the room’

of a dead-or a banished, chief. = And,
as the old nobles: died out, the policy
f, replacing ~ them ™ by the  “king’s
thegns™ was 'steadily “pursued.. until;
by asilent hut revolutionary -process,
the conntry had:-been mapped ont hito
. ezich'i,n charge of a represen:- ~
tative of the central government.: In all
probability.  the” districts

for example, the lacal -divisions: which
existéd until the beginning of the pres-
ent century: represented in - thie
the ancient units of patriarchal society,
The county or shire. was, in many cases
the district- of a tribal settle-
ment -—-Sussex - of the South . Saxons,
Dorsetshive of the Dorsaetas,” Somér-
set of:tlie-Somersaétas, and so on.-In
ather s Dr, Freeman - poiited
out, it was an.artificial -district” coin-
manded” by« fortified -town, ‘such ‘as
Ledfordshire, Huntingdonshire, . Déi-
byshire, and so on.
much later formation..

And there are

gtrong-reasons. to believe that the. hun- -

"the s
conqueror. aceepted the allegiance. of .
such of ‘the old” patriarchal anthoritics
8% weére: \\'llhng to’ submit {o hin, and’
conténned thein :in. their old pos:tlons{

themselves-
would: be little changed. In England, .

main_

"But this wis'a

Ave get the: singfe it
lord;; but -enough has .
xhow hm\' l'c\n].lhsm be i

the mai \\hu Wiis plmu\ in
a local ‘district _wis cntn‘cl\ [
from thc Counul

u'nws. the arl: i l‘nghnd anc
land, the dukes “and” csunts .- on
“continent,” .x!\\.w‘ sat, “as: nf ri
the. Councilat airy of 1te )
nf scs:mm

er nndonhtcdl\' had a “laeal posmon a
heads - of ‘the shiresi the- latter:
prolmhlv the h\unl)ler followcrs

er local rcpreqcnt"tlvm— “the -
“thegns” (as we may call them)
i the Council

To conclude this. chapter, Wemay
ask;- what were ‘the. (hme% inipose
upon theselocal represcntatlves b
carly kings? And.we_ shall hardl
a better answer. than bv referrmg
more to’the plcturesqne war:
Heimskringla, whichi lescrlbc H
F'urh-ur as suh(lumg ’l" No

.Eg01srn or Altrulsm ?

(Contmued hom pdge 7)

At

e another: - I'he same thing occurs;

e savs, in humin society, and’ hence -

the English phrase- “keep
and also, the man who
it heat (or

your - dis-

will neither- prick. other people nor get
pricked himself,

Whatever the faults of the workers
—ifaults, not of their making but due
to capitalist conditions—they have
certain “abstract rights  and  certain
concrete’ miseries—such as their com-
modity ‘status. Tle who mingles with
the non-Socialist workers, is in dan-
ger of an “argumentuin ad hominem”
—for théir illusions and ignoraiice can-
not fail to disgust those who have

raised themiselves upon the platiorm

of Socialist Science,

Oscar Wilde was right when he
wrote that sympathy with suffering is
morbid asd tainted with egoism. He
s there is in it a certain element
ol terror for our own safety. We be-
come afraid that we ourselves might
he as the-leper or as the blind, and
that no man would have care ol us.
liut allowing that sympathy (“fecling

“with”) is ‘based on self, when it comes

to sympathy with the working class,
how exalted it seems to  raise one.
What worker. or any other person, has
a eonception of abstract justice {which
is more a mathematical than a - moral
entity) -can. withhold- his disgust amd
indignation that they who perform the
hardest and most necessary toil of so-
ciety. should vet he milked. outraged
and exploited. Think of the miserable
plight of the. warkers, - enslaved o
those who monopolize the means of
living, functioning, actually, not as

ut th) dmm\'ered they \vou]d he;
hest off by remaining, not close * to-
gether: but at “a fittle distaiice fromrr

has’
self-sufficiency ?) -
in himseli: prefers to remain where he”

can wlthhold his‘quota; of hurmng
niifation: when emnonmally weak

b.lll'e lor lhe right: tn lli'e hke Tiinia
beings, whilst hundreds are mevltal)ly'
doomed “to 1n'uoug “defeat fin: ne, ;
every strike. they ¢arfy out: The i
ther progress of civilization:rests’ with
the working class and ‘every “victor,
they gain is-a ~tcﬂ nearer rto our géa
Let the Socialist ignore:tlieir present
llll])L‘llL‘LUOlh and afford-tlien: all ‘the i
help he is gifted *with; for, -t crel)v
he s bringing aicarer that” Socislist
Republic which will eliminate :the aby-’
normals and  the stunted- heings ol
Capitalism. I'hen will it be a pleasure:”
lo consort with and not_toavoid: (.le "
ar present) his fellow men. ’
PROGRESS
e
SOCIALIST MEMBERS ARE DE-
NIED SEATS :
Will Be Excluded from the Lower
House of New York Assembly

ALBANY. N Y, Jan. 8—TFive So-
cialist members of the assembly  of
the New York State Legislature were
denied their  seats  at  the lower
hranch's opening meeting of -the 1920
session on Wednesday, A resolution
questioning  whether they could be*
loyal to their oaths of office when
hound ta act subject to jnstructions
of the Socialist party was passed, 140
to 6,

.
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“ORHURSDAY o JANUARY 13, 1920

CHIE year 1919 will be historic for
the . catalogue © of - misfortunes
-and -failures of the statesmen of the
capitalist - order, but also, - in later
s viewed in - retrospect, it will be
seen” to have been the year when the
*anarchy of capitalist’  tyranny  first
stamped into the hearts and. minds of
“ multitudes an abiding sense of fierce
“resentment and an understanding that
“theslate - catastrophic - war was. not
 fouglit ‘that a new. and better order of
“life” should be established.  The bit-
" ter lesson of the war is coming home
: that-we see-those who were most
surously “insistant -on it being
prosccited: and waged . to “the - fast
man’ and  the last dollar, are those.
are now using - all their influence
- and ;power, not alone to maintain the
old evll pre-war condition of thmgs
order to do. so,.they are super-

-

nny worse  even, than
ha whlch exlsted m Prussxa 1tse1f

everywhere, there is no’ land of re-
Viuge from it. .‘And govemmental P

bitrary, the nearer the capltalxst Sys-
m draw§ to its  inevitable econontic
‘pankruptey. -Already, long. since; it
was without moral ‘justification.

“he statesmen  of - thé bourgeois
¢lass had promises: to fulfil in the
year 1919. A new .order, a new de-
‘mocracy there was to be for the toil-
ing multitudes asthe price of Arma-
‘geddon. Where i is it? Wihere is that
democracy of the glowing phrases?
.- Instead, the people’s hopes are blasted.
- Tlie” organizations and movements of
“the.working class are being stamped
" to.earth under the armed heel of jack-
- hoot-administrations. Everywhere we
see hunger and ‘misety and violent re-
<~ pression, prohibitions, mock sedition
:trials. deportations without . trial, and
paid spies and procurers thrusting
" themselves in- amongst us in every
phase of social activity. o

-On_ the-North Anierican continent,
‘the organized ~labor movement
“avitlr its back to the wall, facing a con-
certed move to-smash it to inmipotence.
In Canada, by a decision of the courts,
“its onc means of making its strength
felt has been declared unconstitational,
“"and those who have been wmost bold
in“voicing its needs and aspirations,
arc in gaol, or awaiting trial. A sc-
cret census has been ordered to be
taken of all those holding unor-
-thodox cconomic and political views,
and- the military. police forces and
the soldiery are being re-enforced pre-
paratory to. we know not what.

In the United States a
terrorism holds sway which wouid
disgrace a Russian Czar. Thousands
of forcigners are being deported, and
under cover of that, native sons of
radical views are thrown into prison.

is

reign  of

g upon- socnety a- world wide:

icies are growing. mote insane and ar- -

_pete”victory

Duly; and * constitutionally clectesd
members to State assemblies and to
Congress are refused their seats, and
so their constituents are disfranchised
for their political views. This calls to

.mind an editorial in a capitalist pa-

per in Eastern Canada, which frankly
said, “if the working class think they
are. going to vote themselves into
power they are badly mistaken, be-
cause tlie bourgeoisie are 1 more mili-
tary clags than they and will fight-and
probably. beat them.”

On a par.with - the United States is
I'rance. There, the electoral machin-
ery was thimblerigged to defeat the
radical forces at the last
when the number of deputies veturned
to. the house bore no relation to the

“increased number of votes-cast against

the governnient. And Ireland,  In-
dia, Egypt, Korea, Siberid, their peo-
ples are held in subjection to alien
rule by the most ruthless exercise
of military might.

There are two countries however,
where the outlook is brighter.” These
are Russia and Great Britain. In nei-
ther of these countries ave-the work-
ers waiting for manna to fall from
lheaven. In great Britain intense edu-
cational and organization - programs
are being carried out.. - The organiza-
tion of the working masses and amal-
gamation of - the ‘various “groups has
proceeded- at such.a pace and reached
such . magnitude, that- ‘the . capitalist
class hesitate fo-use the drastic meth-
ads in vogue in Canada and the United
States. - ‘It is 'to: he_ tegretfully’ ad-
mitted that the workers of Britain, as
a ‘whole, have:but: :small knowledge of
socialist principles;, but- their: organiz-

~ations provide a bulwark against’ the
“intolerance andtyranny of: the ruling
“class; from behmd

which - werkmg
class education may be carfied on.

In Russia- the Soviet ~forces = coin-
tinue to win signal v:ctorle; on every
front, and-the prospects are that com-
will- soon be won, and
tlie work of regenerating-the economic
and-cultural life of that cotintry - be
proceeded with at gredter speed. when
their energies, instéad of being used
up in the waste of war, will be de-
voted to the progressive transforma-
tion of the ‘remains -of the capitalist
structure into the body of. their Com-
munist organization.

And so, the workers of the world
may see, in some countries, their class
marching to power and freedom, and
in others, . writhing undef ruthless
tyranny. - With thiat best of all les-
sons provided them, an‘objective one,
is there any doubt that they will pro-

fit thereby?  In the latter case, it
should spur them to resistance; in
the former, it should hasten their

march.

C. M. O’'BRIEN ARRESTED

Among those arrested in the recent

arrests of Reds in the land of democ-
racy to the south “of us, was Charles
M. O'Brien, at one time member of
the Alberta Provincial Legislature.
Charley was arrested at Rochester,
N. Y. '

Comrade O’Brien will  be remem-
bered in Canada as an organizer and
lecturer for the Socialist Party of
For the last several years,
lie has been active in the movement
in the Eastern States. All his old
friends -in the Waest will be anxious
for Charley’s quick release. .

g FRN. DY
Caiada.

PARTY NEWS | |

elections .

T a special meeting of the Domin-
ion Executive Committee of the
Party held Monday, Jan. 5, Comrade
Ewen Mucleod was appointed secre-
tury of the committee and editor of the
Western Clarion, in place of C. Steph-
enson and )Y, Bennett, vesigned.
Botlh Stephenson and Beunett de-
sire to thank all those who have so
Lindly —assisted them during  their
term of office, in their endeavor to
maintain the Pacty publications at a
high standard ‘as nedinms of working
class educahon
Comrade MacLeod is a member of
many . years standing of Vancouver
Local No.1.” Now that he holds those
offices ‘we beg that he be given every
suppoft. . Given "that support -and 2
fair field, we are sure that hoth the
Party: and its -ofgan. the Western
Clarion, will' benefit through his- in:
cumbency and ‘enter into'a new phase
of development.
ok kK
Old readers of the Western Clar-
ion will be pleased to see the familiar
name at.the head of the Party organ.
Fourteen: months - ago it . was “sup-
pressed - by “order of the government;
but under-the recent order lifting the
censorshlp on banned pubhcatlons, we
ate allowed: to publish it again ~with

the mallmg privileges as a fortmghtly,

restored:

When ‘the Clarion was'banned and
after Several attempts to’ get the ban
lifted had failed; the Red Flag = was

isstied;’ This name was, under pres-

sure, :lafer. changed to the Indicator,

K]

which”weé. have “continued’ to pubhsh*

as a weekly to this date, - Because it

was not permnssrble to use. thie'Clarion

mailing list for the other pubhcatlons,j

we were -unable to fulfil the obliga-

tions to the subseribers of the Clarion,

birt fiow ‘that we havé resumed publl-
cation of it,’ we shall attempt to  the
best of -our ability to do so. Many

of the subscribérs will have left their

cld “addresses, and; should they be-
come ‘aware- that the Clarion is being
issued- dgain, we reguest them to:for-
ward their new addresses so that they
may - receive it. "Our chief difficulty,
liowever, is a financial one. The ful-
filling of .this ‘obligation means - that
we must send out many
copiés cach issue without any-presen¥
funds coming in, the funds for the un-
falfilted subscrnptlons to the Clarion
having -béen eaten up in carrying the
“Red ~ Flag” ~ and the “Indicator,”

which were comparatively. expensive
pubhcatlons, laboting as they did un-
der the disadvantage of limited cireu-
Iation: and high. mailing and express
rates, and the increasing prices of pro-
duction. The strain to carry out our
obligations threatens to break us fin-
ancially, or at any rate, to very ser-
jously curtail our -activities for work-
ing class education in the principles of
scientific socialism. I'o assist us to
carry ‘on, unimpeded by this burden,
we request all those Clarion subscrib-
ers who -can, to cancel our obligation
and renew their subscriptions. In ad-
dition, in order that we may even carry
on with renewed vigor, we also ask
them to obtain new shscriptions for us.

The Clarion has a clear field in Can-
ada a3 an exponent of Scientific So-
cialism. In view of this, we are con-
viniced ‘that if a united and persistent
effort is madé by our readers. that the
Clarion -circulation will incréase by

thousand

thousands in a shoit time. W think . -
it needless to dwell on the necessity
for intense educational activity among
the workers, our readers will realize-
it as much as we do. Thercfore, all
hands to the ropes. o
The' Clarion Maintenance Fund will -
be reopened, and contributions to' i,
no matter how small, will be \ve{comcd
and acknowlédged each issue in the -
initials ‘of the contributors, i
As the Clarion is registered as. a
fortnightly ‘we must for the present,
issue it as such;’ Should, howevet,
our hopes of an- increased: circulation
be realised, it may be decided to issue -
it weekly, or if not that then- its size .~
iay be increased.  The' “Indlcator" is
now discontinued. ’

RAILWAYMEN'S PROBLEMS IN'
GREAT BRITAIN

According to latest press reports: it
appears certain the government pro:
posals for settlement of the employees
claims will- be rejected by . the-dele-: -
gates. Whether: this * will result. in"a
strike is- not certain. - Tt may be - de=
cided to waive this-and-instead. co--
operate with the miners later to en-
force nationalization of -mines  and
means of transportation.

SOVIET ARMIES MAKING GAINS

especrally m’enacmg ‘develo; ]
the first: place, General Denikine’s ar-
my has been cut:in two- through' thé
Bolstieviki push to the Sca’of Azov at:-
Tanganrod -and its flanks have - been’
thrust back, -leaving:a large gap.  In:
addition there comes. d claim from:the’.
solsheviki of the capture further east
of the town of Krastiovodsk, en.
Caspian- Sea, and while this is niot con-.
firmed, it is generally- accepted ‘as:
true.
Baku Endangered. -
Bakit with its important oil supplles'
oti the western ¢oast of-the ‘Caspian’
seems likely also to fall into Bolshevik:
hands and its occupation would.” pro=’
vide a 'base for - further ~operations -
against . the rear of Denikine's ha:
pressed right wing: !
—-Vancouver Provmce

OUR LITERATURE

The Comniunist Manifesto, at the-
rate of $8 per 100.  Single copies, 10:
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Single copies, 10 cents.
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Grant Allen, 45 cents by post.

Capitalist Production, bexng the
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Capital. Single copies, paper cover,
50 cents; cloth bound,.$1.00.

Socialism, Utopian and Scientific,
$13 per 100. Single copies, 16 cents:

Postage Paid.

Make all Money Orders. payable to
C. Stephenson, 401 Pender Street
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ACounterfeiter Exposed

1 svill be remembered what a to do
I was raised by the press during the
Winnipeg strike over the alleged dif-
fieulty some one had to get a bottle
of milk for a baby. It will also be
renicmbered that this incident
made to feature in the trial of R. B.
“Russell in order to influence the jury

was

of falmers and business men to con-
vict and to furnish an excuse for the
to gaol for
Prominent as a witness was

Judge to send him two
years,
the manager of the Crescent Cream-

- ‘ery Company of Winnipeg. The at-
titude of this gentleman was very ag-

.. gressive against Russell when in the

witness box and he made a great dis-

play of righteous indignation. Now.
fowever, it ought to be plain to every-
one, that both his indignation, as that
of the “kept” press, was counterfeit.

A despatch from Ottawa in the Van-

couver “Sun” of Jan. 8, has this to

- say under the caption “Winnipeg
Milk Company Declines t¢ Obey Com-

merce Board.”

“OTTAWIA, Jan. 7—The Crescent
Creamery company of Winnipeg has
“ thrown down the gauntlet to the Board
of Commerce and ,the board has
promptly taken it up.

“The creamery company in question -

tias refused to comply with tHe order
of -the board fixing a just and reason-
able price upon milk. So the hoard

_-* #as declared against the company, to
,the effect that it has refused--to sell’

“prices: reasonable and: just.” -and

a: declaratlon to that’ effect has been
sént’ to H. Whitla, counsel for ' the
~¢ommission at Winnipeg, with in-
. stfuctions for laying of an- informa-

tion against the company and its offi- .

: cers under Section 22 of the Combines
cand Fair Prices act.

Prohibits' Higher Price

“The board made an order yester-
day “prohibiting the company from
continuing to sell at a price in excess
of that which the hoard declared to
be just and reasonable, namely, 15
cents per quart and 8 cents per pint.
‘That order will be served at once, and
if the company continues to sell in
violation of the instructions given,
then proceedings will be commenced
under Section 20 of the act for viola-
tion of that order.”

The insincerity of the evidence of
the manager of this concern against
- Russell at the trial, was manifest to
everyone with an open mind, but it
served thie purpose of the prosecution.
Russell is doing two years and a ju-
dicial precedent has been ~stablished,
which reduces the organized labor
moveinent to constitutional impotence.

The creamery company. as a capi-
talist concern, sells milk for profit,
in*this case, according to the Board
of Commerce. wlhich has held an in-
vestigation into costs, “at prices un-
reasonable and unjust.” Ts there any
compassion for babies in those pri-
ces. Mr. Manager? Evidently the
board does not think =o. But Rus-
self is doing two vears.

Sub. Hustlers Wanted

To inerease the circulation of **The
Clarion,” Urgent. One dollar for
twenty issues. Dd not delay. Help
on “the educational movement.

acts which had-occuired. during
- strike should have beeén kept out of

Court Does Not Agree Wlth Legql
Arguments Presented by Casgsidy
“’ INNIPEG, Jan. 9.—The ’‘ex-

% tent to which’ section 590 of
the criminal code proteéted the activi-
tics -of members of trade unions was
defined in the court gigappeal by Chief
Justice -Perduc-today,- when Robert
Cassidy, K.C, in speaking to the Rus-
sell appeal case claimed that under
this section no evidence concerning the
Winnipeg general strike should have
been admitted. No charge of conspir-
acy could be laid against an individual
he said,- for actions within the orbit
of a trade combination. - Chief Justice
Perdue, in defining the meaning of
this scction said:

Object to Protect Unions

“I'he object of section 390 is to pro-
tect trade unions. Otherwise  they
might be charged with conspiracy for
inducing a man to leave his employ-
ment, You ‘can not say that every-
thing done ‘inside the doors of their
meeting place-in absolutely protected.
notwithstanding there was a conspir-

acy to commit a crime or violate a °

statute.” .

Again referring to the same sec-
tion, Chief Justice Perdue said: “It
was introduced to protect trade un-
ions. It was not introduced to make
them immune from charges of con-
spiracy if they were guilty of it.” .

Judge’s View Different

Mr. Cassidy contended that the overt
the

-the proseécution under this section of

- the code.

Mr. Justice Fullerton: “In other
words, you are arguing that Russell

could mukc spccchcs as seditious as

he pleased:

in a labor meeting and

fwould- not-be liable for prosecutions -

for them.”

Mr. _ba’ssidy jumped -the fifth objec-
tion. and arguing - the
sixth.. He contended ‘that. Mr, Jus-
tice Metealfe should not have  ad-
nritted evidence to show ‘that the
strike” was ‘contiiied by the accused
and should not have ruled as

commenced

inad-
missibie ~ the evidence of a witness
for the defence, . whose testiinony

would have corroborated Russell's to
his power to scltle the strike ongce it
had started,

Repented Afterwards

Mr. Justice Perdue remarked that
this point had nothing whatever to
do with the result of the trial and he
was surprised -that the trial' judge
had permitted the point to be in-
cluded in the reserved case. The fact
that the accused had repented. had
undergone -a change of heart, after
the strike had started, was  not “of
importance as far as the legal recti-
tude of .. the trial' was concerned.
Others of the judges. however, re-
marked that when Mr. Cassidy . said
that Russell worked to settle the
strike. ‘he (Mr. Cassidy) meant that

hé endeavored to bring it to a suc-
cessful finish ‘from the standpoint of -
“This could not be taken as a.-
the.
nmpartxal vlewpomt :

labor.
whole-hearted ceffort” to -
strike - from:-an
Mr.- Cassxdy did' not “entirely - accept
this version - of Mr. :Russell’s efforts.
He said thdt Russell strove ratheér. to
bring"the strike to an end by accom-

-end

modating the various interests,

POSITION OF SCHOOL CHIL.-
DREN IN RUSSIA

The Russian school childfen have
the opportunity of continuing their
studies without experiencing the ma-
terial hardships of life: The Commis-
sariat for social maintenance onder-
takes thclr support. The scholars and
students are only expected {o pursue
their studies, and if they really do
this the state supplies them with
food. “clothes. housing, books and re-
creation.

Free education was introduced in
all the schools in Russia in 1918, The
scholars  of the higher elementary
schools are - granted subsidies, school
books. literature, etc., or they are
given food free of charge. They are
allowed to visit theatres, concerts, lec-
tures, museums, cexhibitions, ete., also
free of charge. 'TI'he pupils of the col-
feges live cither in communal houses
or separate lodgings. Al students re-
ceive a cerlain sum of money ; in Mos-
cow, for instance. every student re-
ceives 1,200 roubles. If desired, part
of the money is spent on food or other
articles.

Tn order to make it possibfc for stu-
dents to continue their studies unin-
terruptedly the three-term system has
heen introduced into the universities
by adding another summer term to

the autumn and spring terms. For
this same reason the students are

freed from military training and ser-
vice in the Red army.

INCREASED PAY FOR FAMILIES
OF MEN IN THE RED ARMY
The Soviet of -People’s Commissar-

ies' has given orders to double the

amount paid to each member of a sol-

dier's family incapable of working and -

dependent on him: Ii this way, everv
nmembers receives. 120 roubles month-
Iy, Besides money they receive food.

ASSISTANCE DURING TEMPOR-
ARY ILLNESS

The Soviet of People’s Commis-
saries has issued a decree for grant-
ing material assistance to those tem-
porarily  incapable of  working.
(through disease, pregnancy and con-
finément, injuries and quarantine). In
this case the patients receive two
months’ full pay. If the illness con-
tinues for a fonger period the patients
are granted relief and social mainten-
ance until they are quite recovered or
until it is found necessary to give
them a pension (invalids.) Any insti-
tution not carryving out this order cor-
rectly is made responsible and f{ined.

FREE FOOD FOR CHILDREN IN
SOVIET RUSSIA

From June 3, free feeding for chil-
dren has been introduced in the fol-
lowing 16 governments of Soviet Rus-
sia: Archangel, Vladimir. Vologds.
Ivanovovosnesensk, Kalongna. Kos-
troma, Moscow. Nishni, Olonetz, Pet-
rograd, Pskov, North Dxinsk., Tver.
Cherepovetz, Varoslavl.

. X X 2 surplus value
the effect that he did everything in * ¢

¢ important- source from .

“The

Cl.lS:« derive -its mcome;

of those -dependent ‘upon them,
might represent any of the
classes. It is otherwise with
capital. It so happensftlmrt'in pro
portioni as the capitﬂist'é\"stci
vrotluction develaps,  the - -industrial:-
formi of capital overshadows.all other:
and forces ‘them into-its -service, ‘Fir-
thermore, it <an do this only in‘so far.
as its returns to thiem a part of:the:
which it has; drawn
from the workers.” As a result of this
development the “sarplus produced by
the prolctarmns becomes. . more :

small farmer are dlqappearmg
the|r mfluence upon modern

mtercst—hearmg capital, both of i
made their “gains by exploitin
non-capitalist' classes - Already :there
are nations. without -independent arti:”
sans and small farmers England is'an.
instance. in 'point:
conceive of “a single- modern
without large production.
desires to |
forms_of - capital must proce
the industrial forn that capital
sumed. "The real and: mcreasmgly,
which: ;- flow"
capitalist’ gains is to be found in-the:
surplus value produced bv Cﬂpl('ll in
dustry.

We have in the preceding: clmpter
hecome acquainted with, the ~surp!
value which the -industrial proletarian’
produces and the industrial capital a
propriates.  We have also-seen hov
the amount of the suiplus value pro--
duced by the individual laborer increas-
es at a more rapid rate than does'hi
wage: this is brought about by: the
increase in the amount - of labor; in-
troducing labor-saving machinery and
cheaper forms of labor. At the same- "
time there is an increase in the number:
af proletarians.  So the amount of
the surplus accruing to the capitalist
class swells  constantly more. "~ and
more. ' -

Uninrtunately. however, “life’s un-
alloyved cnjr;_\'mcnt is not the lot’ of
mortal man.”  However distasteful
it may be to him. the capitalist is com: °
pelled to “divide” with the landowner
and the state.  And the share claimed
by each of these increases from year
to vear.

PROTECTING BOY AND GIRL
LABOUR IN RUSSIA

Tw all youths and girls working in
Soviet establishments the Commissar-
iat for Labor has granted one months’
holiday with maintenance of wages.
They have been sent by the State to
those parts of Russia which are rich
in inod and with good climatic condi-
tions. Here they are maintained by
the State. The vouths and girls have
been divided into groups which form
independent colonies and are housed

in the many bourgeois mansions.



CPAGL SIX

WESTERN CLARION

Reducing the Irreducible

AFARGUE has drawn an anal-
L ogy Dbetween . the primitive
spvage and  the modern  bourg-
eois showing. that the savage be-
lieves . in  the supernatural  be-
cause of his ignorance of the natural
world, while the bourgeois recognizes

. the necessity of a supreme being  to
elucidate the mechanism of the sociul
world. This analogy seems to be well
taken when one considers the plethora
of salves, and lotions, that are being
applied to the social gearing in the
_hope of proloiging class rule, Just
as in the field of medicine we are made
acquainted with Turtle Serums, mi-
crobe destroyers, interstitinl glands
and otlier quackery, so in the economic
field similar clixers are introduced: to
build up, maintain, and perpetuate the
present system of pmductlon.

One of the many perplexing proh-

lems that await solution at the hands
-of: our economists is that known for
tlie lack of a better title as the “High
Cost of Living.” = Numerous causes
have been advanced, ranging in order
frmn suiispots to profiteers, to account
for this prevalent socia] malady,. but
:\\ﬁhout success. To the Socialist the
.-reasons for such a phenomenon gre
well known, and many. articles have
been published in this journal: setting
forth our views on the mattér. Partic-
ularly intercsting,- in this regmd was
« contribution ‘by. “Geordie,” a '~ few
months past, in which the soaring pri-
‘ces were attributed to ‘the decreasing
“value.of gold-in:relation-to otlier com-
modities; the enormous."demand: “for
" goods. of practically every description
in"the face of a diminished supply due
to’ the withdrawal of millions -of our
-¢lass from the sphere of production,

‘and their removal to other lands-for -

- military purposes, where their consum-
--ing capacity was increased, being bet-
ter fed and clothed as well as expend-
“ing their energies in an entirely de-
strictive field of human endaavor; by
the inflation of the currency, and the
consequent depre«.idtion of same, wani-
festing itsell in an advance of prices;
-and the efects of partial monopdlies,
“that flourished due to war-time con-

“ditions, which prevented an open mar- |

ket and free competition. These rea-
sons will adequately explain the pre-
sent situation even though our mas-
ters’ economists fuil to grasp their im-
port. .
""Bm, now, while all ar¢ agreed that
prices have risen tremendously since
C-the beginning of the war, vitally ai-
fecting those who peddie the commod-
ity, labor power, which has failed to
-keep pace with the others on their up-
ward journey, and demand the im-
mediate attention  of our statesmen,
boards of trade, chambers of com-
merce, consmers’ league, housewives’
clubs and other brainy manipulators
~of-social forces; still, all are not in
~~harmony regarding the meuns of re-
lieving the distress. One of the most
ingenious devices yet concocted to
perform the impossible, comes from the
_~pen of Prof..Irving Fisher of Yale Un-
jversity, who is also president of the
“American Kconomic Association,”
and chairman of the “Association on
the Purchasing Power of Money in
Relation to the War.” His invention
‘ purposes to stabilize the buying val-

ue of the dollar by a novel and amus-
ing plan.  In brief this plan means—

1. To abolish gold coing and to
convert our present gold certificates
mto “gold dollar certificates,” entitl-
ing the holder to dollars of gold bul-
lion o such wéight as may be offic-
inlly declared from time to time.

2. To vetain the virtual “free coin-
age that is, deposit—of gold and the
free redemption of gold dollar certi-
Ficates.

3. To designate an ideal compusite
uuu<l~-(lull.lr _consisting of a represes-
tative assortment  of u)mmothtlu
worth a dollar at the outset, and to
establish an index number for record-
ing. at stated intervals,' the market
price of this composite dollar in terms
of the gold doliar.

4. To adjust the weight of the gold
bullion at stated intervals, each' ad-
justment to be proportioned to the
recorded deviation of the index num-
ber irom par,

3. To impose a small “brassage”

not to exceed any one change in the

- gold-dollar’s weight.

"I'he point of departure assumed by
our learned professor displays a cer-
tain amdunt of reasoning power, inas-
much as he has no intention of get-
ting the cost of living back to the good
old days, a few centuries since, when
a barrel of beer (no stipulated per
cent) could he purchased: for 14d, and
a dozen of eggs (minus of course, the

“eold storage flavor) e\clrmged for a

farthing.  His method is to-start off
with” the price level actually existing
immediafely hefore its adoption.” 'To
do this, he recommends the “compo-
site goods dollar,” which might be
composed of say, 1 oz. sugar, 1 egg:
I pt. of milk, ¥4 of a Ib. of copper, 3
hoard feet of tumber, 4 pounds of coal,
2 apples, and 1 pound of nails, and let
the gold dollar represent these goods,
varying the weight of this dollar to
sunit the prev 'uhng conditions as often
the need arises. 'This means, of
course. that to keep the gold dollar
fro shrinking in value we make it
grow in weight, and so recognize that
a depreciated dollar-is a short weight
dullar and, reversely, to keep the dol-
lar irom increasing its value we sub-
stract a necessary portion of its weight
and thus grant that an appreciated dol-
lar is one of too great a weight.

The reason for starting off with the
price list in vogue the day we adopted
the goods dollar as our unit, is to pre-
vent a shock to the sensitive nerves
of the buying public. who would, in
this way, not notice the difference in
the systems any more than in the
change from local to standard time, or
more recently, by the shift for day-
light saving. Tn fact, the average
wage plug wouldn’t know any more
about the new gold dollar than he
kuew abont the old one. They would
both practically be strangers to him.

If this method of reducing the old
H. C. T.. were merely the unsupported
suggestion of an inventive economist
it would not demand, on our part, any
serious consideration.  But the plan
has already tickled the fancy of such
men as President Hadley of Yale,
Frank A. Vanderlip, Geo. F. Peahody,
Jolin Hays Hamniond, Senator R. L.
Owen, Sir David Balfour and many
other “big moguls” in the business and

values in gold prices.

finaneial world, as well as the depart-
ment of economics in most universi-
ties. For this reason we cannot af-
ford to throw it aside with contempt,

Today, gold, in addition to other
functions, is 1casure or value and
standard of 1%(:. The labor theory
of value tells us that commodities ex-
change on the hasis of the relative
quantities of labor necessary for their
production. Gold, then, can measure
thie values of other commodidties only
because of the fact that it contains a
certain quantity of that substance—
labor, which is common to all com-
modities.  Ii new gold bearing areas
are discovered and, consequently, new
methods of ‘mining and refining are
cmployed, thus lessening the cost of
production of gold, a correspondingly
increased: quantity must be given in
exchange for other things not subject
to the same influences. This expresses
itself in the prices of other commodi-
ties. Price is nothing more than the
value of any commodity expressed in
terms of -the money commodity. -If
this money commiodity happens to be
gold, then, the others reflect their
When "in a
stofe: we do 1ot see articles marked
as containing so many hours of labor
time for their production. They are
marked in this country in dollars and
cents.  Here, then, we find gold .to
healso a standard of price.

A certain portion of the nietal,

to

‘wit," 25.8 grs., niné! “tenths fine, consti-
tutes the gold dollar. How this’ parti-

cular- weight was decided upon is be-
side the guestion.
urs. of gold in an oz this would leave

the oz. of this given fineness always .

equal to $18.60. No matter how gold
may depreciate ‘in value due to the
various influences that may affect it,
its fluctuations are always registered
in the prices of other commodities as
the specified number of grains are al-
ways one dollar. To find the purchas-
ing power of gold we read the price
list backwards and see it expressed in
alt kinds of commodities.

Under this novel plan of our worthy
professor, gold-would still he the mea-
sure of value, bat its functidn of
standard of price would be seriously
interfered with by the lack of having
a definite quantity agreed upon as the
unit.  As the average worker finds
the study of gold imonéy a complicated
problem, due to the difficulty of dis-
sociating it from its money position,
ler us examine the proposition by us-
ing wheat instead. I'he bushel is ac-
cepted as the unit. ‘This bushel con-
tains 60 pounds of wheat. If by some
wheat can be produced
twice as easily as last season, and the
labor time necessary to produce spuds
and carrots remains constant, then,
it will require double the quantity of
wheat to purchase a given store of
those other commodities. ‘I'he trouble
iz in no way removed, or the prob-
lem in no way simplified, by adding
an extra 60 pounds to the unit to pre-
vent it from shrinking in value. It
still exchanges with spuds and carrots
on the same basis as it did before. So,
too, in the case of gold adding 10 or
20 grs.-to the dollar does not offer
any solution, any more than that we
can buy the same amount of goods for
a larger amount of gold instead of

discovery
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less” of other goods for  the
amount of gold. The law of \'alud
will assert itsgli just the same.
"I'lven, again, the idea of having gold
dollar certificates entitling the-holder
lu certain quantities of gold -bullion’
may sound . well in theory but not in
practice.  There is not eriough gold in-
existence to reépresent the values that
ure being co

present system develops  the more the
ritio of gold to notes, cheques, drafts,
bills, and otlier - credit instrunents
varies i a downward direction. Gold
and silver certificates which -fepresent,
or cireulate in place of, equivalent
quantities of these metals, stored in
government or bank vaults, are he-
coming strangers fto the channels of
circulation, while their places are
taken by other forms of paper money-
which have little or no . connection
with metal reserves. “All goes well so
long as this paper
or xcpl.uul by new promises. But no
student of capltahst finance can fait

to notice that -mcrcnsmg quantities of
inconvertible paper are making their.*
-appearance, and that the gold reserves -
are continually dwindling compared .:

with the amount of- this currency -in
circulation,
something  from
in \’I(‘.\\' of the factsthat thére is noth-
ing to substract from

then,
wlio’s next?

T'he armies of Soviet Russia on alt

fronts are sweeping the capitalist:
counter-revolutionary  forces ~before
them like leaves before a stdhm. The

case and vapidity with which they are..
doing it shows that the populations: of
the regained territory are assisting -
them to rout the mercenary troops of

the invaders. Revolutionary prluupch :

are triumphing over blood-money.

ff the soviet armies do enter ['er-:

sin, as the capitalist press reports it
is.feared, it will not he to tyrannize
and to sap the life of the underlying
population but to free them from capi-
talist exploitation, both foreign and
native.

As showing the character of the an=
ti-polshevik forces under Dennikin, C.
I5.. .read "the following clipping from
the Vancouver Province

“NEW] YORK, Jan. 8—The army
oi General Denikine is characterized
as a’ “blood-thirsty rabble” guilty of
“brutish outrages,” and a mob which
revels in the most abominable crimes
and shrinks from no infamy,” in a
communication written by Dr. Max
Nordeau, Jewish publicist and leader,
made public here

The communication is a protest
against the repeated pogroms in Uk-
rainia and an appeal i behali of the-
survivors,

—— e ————

Propaganda meeting, Sunday. 8 pm.

Fampress Theatre, Gm'c and Hastings
street.

same .-

ned, and the more the:

can- be  redeemed -+

The idea of substracting -
the gold- bullion,
should be an extremely . difficult feat”

Some -other
remedy will have 'to be prescribed but;-

there are plenty professors, so-

J. AL McD,
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[ The Capitalist Class |

. Division of Labor and Competition.
K- hile on the one hand, the in-
W dustrial development draws
commierce and credit i ever closer re-
Aation with industry, it brings aboiit,
on the other hand, ,an increased divi-
sion of labor; the various functions
which the the capitalis has to-fulfiil
in the industrial life, diviae more and
suore and fall to the part of*separate
undertakings and institutions, Form-
erly, it was the merchant’s function
not only to buy and sell goods, but to
_store them, and .oftep to carry them
to far distant markets. . He had to
assort. his goods, display them, and
rénder them accessible to the individ-
ual-purchaser, ‘l'oday there.is a divi-
sion of labor not between wholesale
and ‘retail trade only; we find . also
farge undertakings for the transporta-
tion and the storing of goods. ~ In
those large central markets called ex-
changes, buying and selling have to
siich extent become separate pursuits
and freed themselves from the other
functions commonly pertaining to the
iérchant, that not only are goods lo-
‘cated in distant regiong, or even not yet
produced, bought and sold there, but
that goods are bought without the

purchaser intending to take possession-

of them, and others are sold without
“the seller ever having had: them in ‘This
possessxon :

“In-former days a capitalist could
: not be conceived without the thought
of a large safe into which money was
collected  and ot 'of which -~ hé . took
:the  funds which he needed to ‘make
payieiits. Today the ‘treasury -of
the capitalist has becorne ‘the subject
“ofa separate occupation in all indust-
rially advanced countries especially ‘in
England and America.  The bank has
“sprung up.  Paymtents are no longer
‘made to . the capitalist, but to his
banl\. and from his bank,
- him,"and his debts collected. And so
¢ it-happens that a few central concerns
perforin today the functions of treas-
ury for the wholg capitalist class of the
country.

-_But although the several functlons
of the capitalist thus become the func-
tions of separate undertakings, they do
--not become independent of each other
except in appearance and legal form:
-€conomically, they remain as closelv
bound  to and dependent upon each
other as ever. The functions of any
of “these undertakings could not con-
tinue if those of any of the others with

which they are connected were to be
interrupted.

The more commerce, credit and in-
(“.ustr_v become independent and the
more the separate functions of the
capitalist class are assumed by separ-
“ate undertakings, the greater is. the
dependence of one capitalist upon ah-
other.  Capitalist production hecomes
~accordingly, more and more a gigantic

not from

body. whose various limbs are in the-

closest relation to each other. Thus.

- while the masses of the people become
ever more dependent upon the cap-
italists, the capitalists themselves he-
-come ever ore dependent upon one
another,

A\ The economic  machinery of the
modern system of production constit-
utes 2 more and mere delicate and
complicated mechanism;; its uninter-

: rupted operation depends constantly
“.more upon whether each of its wheels

T fits in

. the miisty vagaries-

with the others and does the
work expected of it Never yet did
any system of prodiction  stand ¥n
such need of careful direction as does
the present one. ~But the institution
of private property makes it impossi-
sble to introduce planggnd order into
this. system.

While the several industries become,
in point of fact, more and more de-
pendeit upon one another, in point of
law, they remain wholly independent.
The means of production in every sin-
gle industry are private property; their
owner can do with them as he pleases.

The farther large production devel-
ops, the larger every single industry
becomes, the better is-the order te
which the cconomic activity of each
is reduced, and the more accurate and
well considered is thdplan upon which
each is ra-ned on, down to thedsmall-
est details. ~ The joint operatiol of
the various industries’is; however, left
to the blind force of free competition.
It is at the expense of ‘a prodigious
waste of power and of materials and
under stress of constantly increasing
econtomic crisis that.free competition

l\ccpa the mdusmal mechnnism “in
motion. . ‘I'hé process. foes on,
by putting every one in_ his place; but
crushing every one. who ‘stands in the

ways - This is called “the survival of
the ﬁttest iin” the struggle for exist-
¢ice.” 'l‘h(. fact ‘is, however, that

Lumpctmnn crushies 10¢ so much. the
truly ‘unfit, as-those who stand in the
wrong - place, and who lack uthcr the
special qualifications or, what'is more
important,” the - capital to survive.
But competition is.no longer satisfied
with crushing those who are uneqaal
to the “struggle- for existence” The
destruction of every one of these-draws
in its -~wake thic ruin of numberiess-
others who were  economically = con-
nected with the bankrupt concern
wage-carners, creditors, ete.
“Every man is the architect of his
own fortuiie.” So runs a favorite pro-
vérb. .~ This proverb is an heirloom
from the days of small ‘production,
when the fate of every single bread-
winner, at most that of his family also,
depended upon his own personal qual-
itics. 'Today . the fate of every mem-
ber of a capitalist community depends
less and less upon . his own dndividual-
ity, and more and thore upon a.thous-
and circumstances that are wholly be-
vond his control. - -Competition no
nger brings about the survival of the
zttest, .
. .

CONCILIATION

\ HE meaning of the late concilation
propaganda is becoming clearer.:
Feretofore; it has_been: obscured by
of hero-worship,
and tlie whirling kaleidoscope of bour-
geois “duf!:y." But now that the spasm
of heroworship- has subsided, and the
intensification of the market struggle
has overwhelmed: the philosophy of
duty, the triie relationship of capitdl
and labor is coming steadily to the
forefront of reality. And in a man-
net, that even the running reader may
see. The concentration of capital is
sacrificing the profit of to-day, for
the greater spoil of tomorrow; is cloth-
ing the national state with_the politics
of imperialism ; sharpening the edge of
class conflict; stripping the camou-
flage from thé falsity ot conciliation.
In Canada, we are threatened with

a new Premier—a more dangerous
thing than the “mounties. ”, But, al-
though Canada is a democracy (may

the Lord save our beans), it will not ;

he the people of Canada who will
clect the new premier. 'That will be
the privilege of capitalist . interests,
acting behind cabinet “conventions”;
and even if the “people” did elect him,
the difference would be invisible—the
nominee being of the ruling class. The
politics of Canada, like the politics of
all capitalist countries, is not an affair
of national import only. Tt is a part
of the wider mqamntmn of world
politics. of necessity, since cmltahq;
-production and exchange is no longer
national, but for the world market.
\Vith the close of the Anglo-German
war, the old capitalist methods are ob-
solete. ‘The new (anticipated) condi-
tions of the world market demand new
alignments of capitalist control, more
efficient methods of production, dif-
ferent adjustmients 6F commerce. Can-
adian capital is associated with world
.capital, and therefore in accordance
with the interests and necessities of
international finance, Canadian poli-
tics must be shaped; must harmonise

“regulations: of the greater
~ And be the preinier,, whom he . may.
.his. elegtion -will. be: of .the power’ of
that grcatct capital . with that end in

with the needs and conform with the
interests.

view,

In America, the quarrel over the
Peace T'reaty is of the same nature.
From economic exigencies the U.-S.
entered the war, and emerged flying
the blue ribbon of commercial suprem-
acv. To maintain that supremacy
the objective of American statescraft;
‘but as a national unity, single handed,
free from European alliances and en-
tanglenments which in future may in-
velve the U. 8. raling class in strug-
gle not to their interest. Dut in the
nature of capitalist development. world
exploitation is not- a nulionu] nionop-
oly, but vests in the polity of inter:
national control. And being econom-
ically powerful, American finance will
exercise a supreme influence in the
counéils of that control.

In Britain there has been an attempt
(among the lesser capitalist fry, whose
holdings are impaired by capitalist
concentration- to' rencw the old anar-
chy of party politics, oblivious of the
fact that the pre-war world has van-
ished ; that war-time industry has dis-
sotved their individualism, as com-
pletely’ as science has destroyved their
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gods.  But faced with nationalisatiof,
the growing solidarity of labor. the
open  (though limited) advocacy of

sovietism and the imperious necessity
of intensive production. capitalist dir-

ferences surely will be merged in the
Greater Tmperialism.
All this is the reflex of the new

world condition. If capitalist society
iz to be wiaintained, intensity of com-
petition overcome, adverse exchanges
reversed, then the world market must
be’ controlled: the volume of produc-
tion must be increased; labor must be
cheap. Just as coalition mergers are
the polmcal evidence of economic
amalgamation, so censorships and

not

" ‘the economic servitide of- the work
_the surplus. of the master, the degr

lw!l\jlgccill'ﬁlyg red” pogr
junction 'trc,m(lg'w;me
ist concentration’
world of wasted cucr
dustry.

LEvery attempt of ‘Ja
better unnhtmm is = contered
lnuc‘ucr\‘vﬂ(nt for.’socia
ation  parri¢d by investigatin
mittees - (of, ruling . clas
every scheme of rccoustmqt
ed on profit: every. plan: of - 5
ation” refleets the liope: of gai
pably conciliation  is ‘a qham, denioe-.
racy a fignient of the imagination;’An
the regularities of class : xpedie
farnish proof of the class’ consci
ness of the rulers, 'md Cits. nbsence i
the proletariat.

“Woriciliation is bcvoml all questlon
impossible.” "To  expect $uch = a.
tingency is tdf Kpeet :epulﬁions to ac
ax affinities: is to expect: the miraca
lous.” Conciliation’ would mean’. ‘the
negation  of- the vaxslt'\lmt econom c:
And the capitalist class cafitiot-accom
plishi the negation, for the abrogatlon
of its law must extingtiish capita
irrevocably as the vielation of: phys
cal law would shatter ' the. solar ‘sys
tem. Capital and laber are’as w
apart as the poles. in natire and “6b-
jective, The. one is explottat:on and
profit, the other econoriiic
and use-produétion. / The'e

capital compels the existence

of ‘wage
lahor,

The accumulation of capit

dation’ of the slave.

And-
medy is the abolition’ s

h¢ only"
Labor follows atter strange go
“Tlie' necessities of its harried life drive
it to action, willy
along the barren w, of - reform,
tered by gm'crnmcnts, betraye
office seekers: exchanging. its lif
subsistence, its. manhood for a criss
Yet that seems to” be the anly.:
to emancipation.  Goaded’ on by -
roigh buffetings of  economic” deter--
winism, we have little” time for-rea-
son or ‘epportunity for study. *But'that .
same  determinism is whirling™ us ~on
to the climax of capitalist society, forc:"
ing us face to face with the -cause of
our poverty and misery—the capitalist:* -
ownership of the social means-of-life.-
When capitalist development “attains
ta that point, then shall we ‘see—and.’
act. it

Education and propaganda
hasten the end. cannot iufluence but
the class awakened, or convince | the
victims of tradition. And the capital-
ist class will misinform, slander-: and
vepress.  Still reduecation - is argently -
neceszary. For wlhen the crisis comes,
when the social forms -of production
have broken through the restrictions
of the capitalist mode of production,
it can enly he the wisdom  of wide-
spread socinl understanding, that can
prevent the bypning passions, generat-
ed in the proletariat by centuries of
agonv and repression. from recoiling
Blindly. and tragically on society it-
self, and smooth the passage of that
saciety from capitalist anarchy to so-
cialist cn-operation. R.

cannot
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Propaganda Meeting, at Empress
Theatre. eorner (Gore Avenue and
Hastings street, Sunday, 8 p.m. Doors
open at 7:30 p.m.
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Artieles are desired on the Socialist
Philosophy or on current events in-
terpreted in the light of its prineiples.
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