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(From the Socialist Standard of Oct., 1913)

What is demoeraey? s ) :

Many people, when faced with this question, conjure

“up pictures of the American eagle, and think that
democraey is all that that amiable bird symbolises.
They imagine that a State run on the lines of the
Ameriean Republie is a demoeratic State, that the in-
Ltitutions of such & State are democratic institutions,
that ‘the spirit of such a Siate is the democratic spirit,
snd that the phi'osophy of such a State—the “Rights
of Man'"“~is the demoeratic philosophy.

All of which ideas are wrong.

The common meaning of the term ‘‘democracy’’'—a

" {orm of soeiety in which supreme power iy lodged in

. the hands of the le—is correct enough as far as
it goes: and is suffieient in all that it implies. But it
implies something very different from the American
Republie, and American -isistitutions, and the *“Rights
of Man.”’ v :

For supréme power to be lodged in the hands of the
people does not mean merely that they are to have the
widest possible franchise and cqual voting power. [t
It implies that the people are to have complete control
of all social institutions, the ordering of the social

_activities, the tion of the whole social life. Such
a eondition of affairy pre-sup at the very outset
the ownership by the people of all the means of life,
alt the soeial products, even all the social intelligence

_and skill and energy. ; .

There ean be no other foundation jg' democracy
than this enmmon ownership of all the iheans of life,
_ for wiiere these fall into prrnl. possession _socia! dis-
/ tinetions at once spring up, the owners at once become
. dominators, and it becomes impossible for the people,
to.controi the soeial , forsooth, they
- bave not contro] of the means and instruments through
which the most’ t of those activities—those
directed to the of the social wealth—are

epplied, it 4
; then, the popular conviction to the
: no, old democracy.

S DEMOCRACY?

! A Bocialist View.

’

““little brief-authority™ in which they dressed their
eleeted persons was never a'lowed to pass beyond the
popular control. _Even in the case of the war-chiefs
-—~the direction, perhaps. in which usurpation was
most likely—it was in many cases usual to elect two,
to act alternately. in order hat the influence of one
chould form a counter ba'ance to that of the other.

If we eannot have democracy under the present
social system, at least we may have men and women
imbued wjth the democratic spirit. Indeed, every
socizlist must be so imbued.

In the light of this spirit he has faith, primarily, in
the eapacity of the working class to institute the social
system based upon the common ownership of the meang
and instruments for producing and distributing wealth.

It is obvious that the natura] corollary of the claims
that the working clasg must mike these means and in-
struments the property of the whole people is the im-
plication that the people. as such. and not a few direet-

#ing the many, will be able to organize for the efficient
use of those instruments of labor. Therefore the class
idea—the idea that the working class possess every
Gualification for the establishment of a democratic
social’ system—and the democratic idea—the idea that
the whole people are capable of ‘democratically con-
trol'ing the affairs of society—are intimately connect-
ed, are, as a mater of Tact. inseparable.

Demdcracy has a philosophy of its own. This phil-
osophy- is grounded upon the exactly opposite con-
ception to that upon which all individualistic systems
of thought, from the eapitalist to the anarchistic; rest.
In the demoncratic conception the organic nature of
society is the very corner stone. Naturally this awards
to the individua! a subiordinate place. He finds his
true position as an organic atom, the product of the or-
ganic whole, and subordinate, therefore, to the social
body. In the democratic'philosophy it is realized how
supremely important the mass of the people—‘‘the
rank and file''—are. There is no intellectual class.
The highest intellect is a social produet, the result of
the food, shelter, and clothing produced by society,
and of the accumulated experiences for which society -
has paid with pain. And further, the opportunity -
even ‘for such intellects to perform their useful part
_depends entirely upon the general level of intelligence.
Just as the female blossom on the gourd vine, open be:

- fore there is a male fo round her career, must die un-

-

. fraitful, so the intellect advanced beyond its day must.

_ prove steri'e and useless to society. -
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- ?  not only his being, but his opportunities, to soeiety.
Instead

of being the ‘‘great man’’ to whom society

owes everything, he is the creature of the socia] entity,
without which he is nothing. i

In the conélusion of such a philosophy the capabili-

ties, the strength, and the energies of the individual

* are just as‘much the produet of the social activities as

are the means and instruments of production and dis-

tribution ; also they are just as necessary to the social

A

organism, and’there fore just as properly fall under
. the soeial control. :

* The. ghil&ophy of démoeracy replaces the “Rights

i hich ked h ity

 of Man” of the Miég

50 at the Paris Commune, and does so every
- dAy‘. in f:ct, the wide world over—with the ‘‘Rights of

In the course of time demgeracy must also have an
ethic of its own. What form this will take can at
present only be roughly proguosticated. Just as, with,
all. our knowledge of primitive d acy, we are um-
-able to adequately ive the outlock on life of the
social urits of those early days, so we cannot hope to

- understand the mental outlook of’the democrats of
the future. . :

As the Materialist Coneeption of History, however,
teaches us that &Il ethies take their form froii the
_ method in which people\nin their livelihood, when the

people gain their livelihood democratieally, the ethies
- will be in keeping. Publie pinion will then be; as
public opinion (always is, favorably disposed to the
public welfare as it is conceived in the public mind.
Today this coneeption of the public we!fare is distorted
to the eapitalist view of the  meaning of the term; but
the popular coneeption shapes the ethic of the day. The
revolutionist requires a new ethic; and, ecynieal as he
may pretend to be in this’ connection; he has got it.
It is based on the®ieeds of h ity s he unds d
them. When the Soeial Revolution lias been -accom-
l Ting i ts have forever been un:
ified, when the individual intefest, having been ‘made
one throughout the community, when all the machinery
~ of wealth production and distribution, and the human
- Iabor-power by which this wealth is produced and dis-
tributed, and the wealth whichis so produced, is owned
. by society; when by the harmonizing of social activ-
it'nqthheekarﬁngnmyolmfuﬁngnﬁd anomal-
ies and contradictions, men and woman come to realize

thing to the commonwealth, that without society they

are but cells in the social organism, on which ‘svery act

, of theirs has a far-reaching effect for good or evil ; then

. the ethie p ibed by public opinion will ‘be such as
will make far the clearly known good of society.

5 onee again democracy will exist in the world,
-and meén and women, into finer feeling .hy

that standard of conduct whieh holds the eom

through every fibre of their being that théy owe every- .

¢ ALBERTA NOTES .

Comrades Mrs, and Joe Knight attended the fary,.,,:
picnie at Edberg and delivered a lecture on !
ism”’, - Mrs. Knight made a good impression o, .,
women present. :

Wimborne local held a pienie on the 19th Jul,
which Comrade J. Knight was a visitor. Th.
comrades, eager for propaganda, took full ad.;
of his presence as he delivered two lectures 1,
merry makers.

Comrade John G. Hueu'ak is breaking groun.i i,
the northern half of Vietoria riding.' By all re;.,..
he is doing well, one local being formed at Edwar i .-
many propaganda meetings he'd in the vicinity

The Alberta P.E.C. have enrolled about ..
members at large within the past three months, o) 7,
literature mailing list is being taken advantage 7

rades in Alberta and Saskatchewan judging !
growth. Any comrade who wishes toreceive -
Secialist literature has only to notify the Secretar,
notify the Secretary. =

FROM THE ALTA AND SASK. P.E.C.

Our circu'ar of a few months ago asking for -
teers to distribute leaflets and literature in th.
spective districts met with a fairly good re.
However, as we have no particular leaflet for i
ate distribution and realising the strenuous cffo
cessary by every comrade to make a success of he
campaign started by “the Dominion Executive /.- 1
bi-weekly and larger *‘ Western Clarion”’, we havo |
cided to forward a bund’e of Clarions to thos w'
have volunteered to distribute leaflets. This, w. !
lieve, will assist greatly in the object desired ani s
ment our [imited means of propaganda.

Words, we feel, are unneeessary to urge the
rades to use all their influene and energy to in-r
the cireulation of the Party organ by seenring -+
subscribers. The ig ies of the. t, thiy per
iod of colossa! transition abounding with great ;o
Lilities for the Socialist movement, are well know: o
all ““rebels’’ 50 let us take advantage. With th.
lingness and eo-operation of the comrades we ar < -
fident that the *‘Clarion’" will be placed on a heior
‘tnd firmer footing.
] REGINA NOTES

Organizer Wm. MeQudld of Brandon, on requcst

of a few comrades of Regina, visited them with the
bope of imbiicing a little more pep into their endeasors
This is the first time for many mooné sinee such a
gathering has taken place, and the turnout of the
 profetariat wag gratifying. About sixty gathered in
. the Trades Hall and listened intently to Comrade Me-
Quoid whilst he put forth a glossary of the SP.C. At
the end of his discourse several questions were asked

\ to which Comrade MeQuoid gave & lucid explanation

\and c'eared up the mist

- valaes of the slave's ereation, & market glutted
under
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An Appeal for

Moral and

Financial Support

In Defence of Comrades Joe Naylor and DaveAitken,

from Local Union

Workers of America

4 Cumberland, B. C,
Vancouver Island,

X August 28th, 1918
Fellow Workers and Brothers,— B

Bro. Joe Naylor, seeretary, and Hro.ﬁ:ka-u, of eur
local Union 2299, United Mine Workers of Ameriea,
charged with assisting drafl-evaders by supplyving
them with foodstuffs, have been remanded for trial at
the September Assizes to be held in Nanaimo.

Financia] assistanee is urgent'y peeded in order that
the best legal advice procurable may be obtained for
their defence. 3

Organized labor and sympathizers stand with your
brothers in their hour of peed, Act at once. Do not

2299, United Mine

delay, for the time i« short in which to aeccumulate
the neeesary funds,

“William Braes, Dave Lit'e, Bob Walker, Wrm. Me-
Millan, John Williams fenee Committee,

We aleo ask our re e comrades of ours
th are members of.the
r especially being well-
Both are men of
« entangled in the toils of

their ungrudging supy
S Poof C, Co
known in the mo
ofty character, but
circumstantial evidencs
Make all remittances j
urer, Naylor-Aiken Defer
criand, Vancouver Island

rade N

coast,

I to David Little, treas-
Fund, P.0. Box 142, Cum-
B.C., Canada.

—
AFTER-THE.-WAR PROBLEMS.
Pinis—The Remedy.
: W. A P
We will now attempt a brief summary of points
estabinhed in previous articles and draw what ap
pear 1o the writer fo be obvious conclusions
After that, all that mneed be essayed is
varily short statement of the Socialistic position
with an attempted verifieation of the oft made claun,
“that the only hope for working class emancipa-
n from the opr_i@ of wagealavery, and, con-
ntly, the salvation of society itself, lies in the
political vietory-of the world’s letariat.” In a
word. in the abolition of eapitalism and the estal-
lishment of & system of societ: y based upon the dem-
ceratic management and eollective eontrol of so.

ciety 's cconomie forees. ¥

In our first ““The Returned &';Eivr." we
ontlined the soeial industrial conditighs: obtain.
ng i pre.war days. We- saw a world § et h

weighted down under & plethora of commoditich; nse.

life's. necesst

ent of war, g{rhange oceurs: at
moves with ever-quick-
the erstwhile dormant in-
tirring out its' monotonous

But with the ads
first almost imperes
ening pace until w
dustrial machine

d to the teeth, slaves
face one another

Several millic
of various-types,
in a death struggle,
Inferno assume the
Convention - by compa
Quick ! Quicker! Quic
ing. More food and
londer. It becomnes a nat
still more food, for men who
ousness of regular fee
clothes. for men who, in
been but scantily rohed
for work, stern work, | E
philanthropers, O writers ¢ An army moves
upon its stomach. We necd these men, fit, strone,
and capable of executing at our command and under
our direction. deeds of bravery for—their coun-
try's sake. The glut upon the market eased. Be-

ions of a Baptist
lothes and food.
More men for fight-
The ery becomes

Food. and

and still more
haduheretofore
and feed them,
We are not

aLf’ fore such blighting heat the mountain of commodities

Ived like snow at the approach of Spring. And 2
o ?nir;ﬂle demand for food and clothes, came alsd-the
A%:demind for shells, guns, armor-plate. ‘Slu:gs vgbg z
‘ “$iad hitherto wandered dejectedly around *‘their
" country, in search of a stray “‘job’’ that would bring
the ‘Teats,” suddenly found themselves in great de-

mand. They went to work; they were “put” to

they desitd it or not. Then food and
;:::: I’I)wllnﬂ"hﬂa tl::lr portion, for he who works must:
eat—once in & while, or(ehe those-who do not work

Al




' ¥ would cease to eat, which, for them, would be atroci-
ously inconvenient.  So more food and more clothes
are demanded for war workers as for war fighters.
And thus the market reappears, but in a totally dif-

~ ferent form..Its rapacious maw is held out once
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-again for comniodities which can be sold, and on .

which profit ¢an be made. Yet it is not the same
market. For whereas goods/were produced, FOR
SALE, in ** !" countries, now they are pro-
duced, FOR DESTRUCTJON, in a ‘‘war theatre."
ings/which are consumed apart
ect are incidental only to the
war and its p; i The world market has be-
coms & war market. The, disappearance of those
conditions which created that war market will result

in that war market’s disappearance, With the eces.

- sation of hostilities there will arise a condition where

no longer the slave toils, by compulsion, many hours

a day, seven days a week. No longer will the nerve-

i . rac] n appendage to the machiné be com-
- ~pelled to forego his holidays, his trade-union priv-
ileges, his half-day excursions to the sea-side. In-

. stead, stagnation will again be the marked. character-
istic of the industrial machine. Masters, no doubt
willing and earnest in their endeavors to ‘‘find a

place” -for the men who made, at sueh a cost, a

. *‘place”’ for themi; willing to provide, if they eould,.

-, men with work, but unable to displace the women
who have displaced the men sént to war, because the
ferocious competition to sell what little the ‘‘mar-
ket’’ will Md_ﬁ_ yet compelled to displace even some

v of those beeause industry . ean not absort
them all, will-find no éommereial El Dorado, aiidst
. “the glories of which they might*‘live, and move, and
have their being.”’ Instéad, a particularly inter-
esting and delieate situation looms:larger each day
as the probability of the immediate future. A world
of working men and women, having rgeeived meals
in a more systematic fashion than ever before, hav-
ing been petted shd praised, beeause they displayed
sufficient sagaeity to’'do what they were told. under
penalty of jail terms; unable to find employment and,
: o obtain wages; thus, lacking the price,
unable under eapitalism, of providing lves
with the food, elothing and shelter to Which they
had, Igr a period, been aecustomed, sneh is the glor-
ions vista. which opens-out before us as the paradise
into which we will be ushered as the result of our
masters’ ambitious policies and our 6wn eolossal ig-
noranee. 2 s

Hnm_ql muz has o:ﬂ.en‘, in its onward mareh,
faced famine, in days of drought, of-pesti
tribal or national warfare, when the earth could not
be persuaded to yield an adequate supply of food.
Still society moved. Faced with obliteratiots or re-
adjustment it scted accordingly. It progressed. Jt

* bad to. Tt eameto the

capitalist soclety,

. pressing upon
upon the masters of the world’s means of we.alth'vto. :

duetion today, none assume such un-

uncompromising n
z:a:muumgdhediu&vmmo!worh
pmhln‘idpuerﬂorkmg £ This
: mwhmmmv Pur‘m_mnu_uto

-

nly possible means of obtaining” -

=" do it successfully would mean the destructioy,
principle of ‘‘production for sale.”” Such 4 t;
abhorrent to them. Present property conditi,
not allow them such a concept. i
terests, as rulers in a slave society, blind th..
ideal of a happier condition where **prodit,
use’’ shall be the guiding ruie. They are hist,
unfitted for such a task as must be essayed ..
ciet, progress. They ha¥e fulfilled their ..,
of ulness. The forces of production have wry ..,
at a stage in their development where furthey ;-
ress betomes impossible under those given co:
of property through which they have
The economie base has moved; the institu:
perstructure has reeeived a vicious fractur.
sanetity of the eontract, the inviolability of
riage law, the god-preseribed regime of mon. .
"these and kindred institutions have been swept .
before.the stern dictates of an iron necessity -
d d implieit obedi All the buttress:
shoring of capitalism’s architects and engineor.
not save the rapidly disintegrating social syston. -
the scheming of its politicians; all the soothsa. i« -
its pulpiteers; all the logie (sic) of its int 1l
bankrupts t avail. Capital cannot
scramble the industrial eggs-that Europe's wa-
scrambled. . The die is cast. The bridge has
reached. Shall we cross it—and live?! Or sha!l
shirk the tedious and unspectacular work of |
letarian education and organization befor:
drilling and building of the workers into a co
body possessed with but one thought, held but
conecept, enthused by a knowledge of the path ¢
taken which historic econditions in their ever
ing have marked out for them, of the task 11
eomplished—the overthrow of capitalism and
auguration of ‘‘The Co-operative Commonw ..
Our masters cannot do it if they would; they »
not if they could. They ean exist only as mac
through a further continuance of eapitaliom w1
its concomitanty—misery and oppresvion the |
the ‘slaves, affluence and wealth the portion of -
machine owners, To stamp out those antagor
existing at all times between ** those who posses
do not produce and those. who produes but (o
possess,”’ which mutton-headed followers «f
‘“lamb of God'' and white-livered represent.:
(1) of labour teil us shall, ‘‘after the war. '™ !~
more the. masters, must first of all blot out “th- -
ditions of their own pardSitical existence. '

And the women? What of them? The dan
of an ever. L disease. leaving ita damns
trail wherever it What of ghat? Ti

questions are relatéd to ‘‘The Returned Soldics™
and to the workers who remained behind. HHow o
w e with this problem? What is the remedy”
Can women, that is, women of the working class.
ceive any great or lasting benefits by taking a *
“‘anti-male stand,”” the futile poliey. of deno:
the tyranny of man-made laws! Have working
women anything o gain by lining up in a sex

* What is their position? Only this:  That they.
along with working men, find themselves sellers of »
commodity, labour-power, that they, also, appoar
before the masters of‘the earth and all that ther:in -
is, selling themselves into the most abject. form o

c

_ slavery history has ever witneswed, the slavery of -

i m’""meﬁ, Not the tyranny of the male of

(he species, not the ﬁxht. for establishing in power of
women with property rights aud property concepts,
put the realization lhnl._u u‘llﬂ"-. of labour-power,
thev stand at all times in opposition to the buyers
of labour-power. That here, right where the pur-
chase and sale takes place, they appear, not as wo-
men, but as human packages of energy, huuqm and
sold like cotton, coal, copper or 'mnlra. And (‘hn de
lightful distinetion they enjoy in common "_”‘ the
men folk7of the working class. In, the selling of
labour-power there appears no sex problems.  The
wconomie interests of working men and women per
mit of no “biologie’" differences. The interests of
our masters demand that sex be played off against
sex. The women will be played off against the men,
the returned soldier against the civiban, The wo
wen. not only faced with the problem of working in
order to live, but, for many of them, faced with the
masters” demands that they *'be fruitful and multi
ply,’” and this in face of a great shortage of eligible
inales, will also have to face fairly and squarcly new
situations and problems which are betler § ned
than deseribed.  Will they revolt at suc m-'h':l‘
Will they assert their womanhood? We cannot tel!

Ancient notions and old-fashioned ideas are receiving -

some vicious jolts, Men and women are beginning
to think in terms which bode ill for the masters Lt
the day come when they will see clearly that the in
terests of a1l workers, irrespective of race, sex, or
color, are one against all masters, irrespective of race,
sex or eolor,

The danger of venereal discases also is one that
can be prompily dealt with by the uscful portion of
society, For this disease, in fact, the majority of
discases, the bondage of women, as of men, the pros
titution of the streets and the marriage market arc.
indisolubly bound up with capitalism. - Half the en-
ergy spent in prosecuting the war properly directed,
would make disease almost entirely non existent.
These bonds are part only of the greater bonds, To
break the lesser we must break the larger, We must
break the bonds of wage-siavery. That is the rem.
edy. There is no other. ;

Away, then, with the equivocater, the tempor
iser, the emaseulator. Let the workers demand the
truth, Let them learn the truth. Let us make it pos.
sible to have straight speaking and clear thinking
Let us realize that between sellers of labour-power,
whether male or female, and buyers of labour-power,
whether male or female, there can be no peace, cven
in “‘peace’ times. Let us be up and doing—making
Socialists. ‘This is a task for all who understand
their own slave position and read aright the signs of
the times., The buttresses may hold awhile; the
hastily erected shoring may still serve to prop vp
this dving system: eapitalism may prolong its exis-
tence for many moons yet. But before the relent-
less onslanght af the world's class consciouk work-
ers, before the impregnability of proletarian scifice.

the devices of our masters and their apologists must

fail.

Shall we go back to ehaos—and starvation? Or
forward to Socialism—and abundance? It isfor you.
and I, to answer.
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COMPLICATIONS LEGAL.
Comrade*W. W, Lefeaux, who his been attending to
the legal end of the proceedings against the constable,
Campbell, who is charged with manslaughter for the
l:lling of our !ate Comrade **Ginger'" Goodwin, and is
also attending to the defence of Comrades Naylor and
Atken, who are charged with supplying draft evaders
with provisions. has himsell been getting acquainted
with the inner mystéries of prison life . Having gone
to Curnberland last Sunday to get some necessary affi-
davits from the last named comrades, he was arrested
and placed in jail on an alleged irregularity in connec-
tion with his own military papers. The case against
him was dismissed on Monday morning and he was dis--
charged.  Returning to Vancouver on Wednesday he
went to the Police Court on Thursday morning and de-
feuded Comrade Kelland, charged with not having the
requisite papers, and upon leaving the court was him-
self again arrested and held by the military authorities.
At the moment of writing he is out on bail, but does not
appear to be very downhearted about prospects.

" MANITOBA MISCELLANEA.

The readers of this will .remember the days of the
fa'i of 1914 when according to the capitalist press and
julpit, Socialism died.  The- “Frge Press’ here in
Winnipeg was specially sure and specially jubilant-at
this death. Imagine our surprise then to read the fol-
lowing in the issuc of July 26, 1918. In an editorial
under the heading of **True and Fa'se Socialism”’, we
read that those who have come to be known by the
pencric name of socialist, are now numbered in mil-
lions. They are to be found in every country and in
¢very elime. In alliance with labor organizations and
through their own specific associations the socialists
are acquiring widespread influen€e in the eorporate
iife of many nations, and specially in those which have
adopted representative forms of government—One
can only wonder if this means resurreetion or did it
mean that we did not really die?

F. G. Tipping. late prominent S. D. Per., is' touring
the west giving anti-socialist lectures on behalf of the
rewest Labor Party. If the ‘*Western Labor News'’
is correct in its report of his Swift Current speech.-on
““Overlords and Overalls'’, he must be dishing out &
muMigan of fallacies of all kinds. However Winnipeg
« x-Social#sty do and say marvellous things when' they
go West, G

i
All interested in the study of economies are request-

¢d to attend the opening meeting of the class, called

for October 6th, at 3 pan.. in the room of the head-

quarters of Winnipeg Local ‘No. 3, 328 Smith Street,

Room 4. Teacher, Geo. Armstrong; text book, ‘‘Cap-

ital,"" vol. 1, by Karl Marx.

Winnipeg Comrades are strong for a convention to

be held-here this fall or winter to endeav:‘our to bm}g

“sll the pevolutianary Socialist elements in Canada in
to one organization which would devote its efforts to

making more jSocialiss instead of criticising one an-

other. *In the meantime, realizing the futility of :;‘l-y-

thing but a revnlmiunary_glnftorm the Lettish 1
of the S. D. P. here hl\‘e_Jomed us and we also hlvse:
great pleasure in welcoming Bach secretary of .ﬂ‘l;“‘
D. P. English local here into our fold:




. down to this day.
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The bourgeois pr; has avalanched upon the world'jits
: .~ own account of the situation
THE SOVIET GOV- = in Russia under the regime
ERNMENT AND THE of the Soviets But we know
ALLIES, the bourgeoise press from
hi long and Dbitter. exper-
ience. We kxow who's ir it has repr d to
"go no further back than the Paris Commune of 1871
To villify. the movements of the
‘wor .elags, to misrepresent their actjons, to distort
their aims and objects has been its proper’ fumetion.
But always there have bégn journa'igis who were also
men. 'who eonld rise superior to a subsidy and their
class prejudiees. ® Thug today the acecepted. history of
‘the Paris Commune ‘is not that one furnished by the
bourgeois press to its publie during that period and the
~.decades following it. Far from. it, For the Commun-
ards of 1871 occupy an honored place in the annals of
 history and of .working struggles, whi'e upon
ir been set the mark of disapproval.
3 bét ue to those independent observers
and journalists. Such a one today we have in Mr.
Arthur R: , speeial correspondent of the London
Daily News, and wel'-known in the newspaper and lit-
erary world. - Mr. Bapwme'writa from- Mosecow to
‘the ““‘New Republie,” issue July 23th, and from his
article we take the following: - ;
‘‘From the moment of the October revolution on, the
best illustration of the fact that the Soviet gévernment
Russian people, and
part of the working classes and the peasantry, has
the attitude of the defeated minorities "’:'7 g
« Whereas the Bolsheviks worked steadily
when ‘the majority was against them, y

2 ade their
final move for power on'y When asured that they had in -

verwhel gty
geir opponentpni::othmz’irw oot T o

- o, v
mtin&g&ﬁgﬁ,gﬂa&hm' ML

extraordinary

ention from without. By i

oppose it.

for forcign help against the Soviet governmn: i
prove t such help should not be given, w. .
they do not deserve it. The Soviet has stood 1.
months and more, absolutely unshaken by any 1.,
ment against it inside Rusia. In the Ukraine 11, ...
Soviet minority asked for intervention and ree.iy. | ..
German bayonets, German organization, destros .| 1.
Soviets of the Ukraine, and then destroyed t1. P
government that had invifed their help. W. ;.
Allies, supported that anti-Soviet minority, an
far as our he!‘p was effieacious, contributed our .
in obtaining for Germany a vietorious progress !
one end of the Black Sea coast to the other. Iy 1. .
/ ing the Ukranian minority we helped the Ger:
secure Ukrainian bread and coal and iron tha:
otherwise have gone to help Russia‘ to recupera:
Finland we repeated the mistake. We gave at ..«
moral help to the White Finms, simply becaus, -
were opposed to the Red Finns, who were supp.-. |
by the Soviets. Now, too late, we realise tha: :
White Finns were the pawns of Germany, and ti.: ..
defeat of the Red Finns we witnessed the defeat o7 -
only party in Finland which was bound, by its
istic nature, to be an enemy of imperialistic Gerinar .
Do not let us make the same mistake in Russia 17
Allies lend help to any minority that cannot ove-' -
the Soviets without their he!p, they will be impovir » -
free Russia & government which will be in perp.:
need of external help, and will for simple reascr.
reography, be found to take that help from Ger:
Remember that for the German autocracy, cons: .«
of the socia'istic mass beneath it; the mere cxisto:
of the Soviet government of Russia is & serious ¢y -
Remember that any non-Soviet government in R« s
would be welcomed by Germamy and, riciproc:
could not but regard Germany aq its protector
member that the revolutionary movement in Farir-
Earope, no less than the Ameriean and British Nu:
gu_mugnl part of the Allied blockade of the (<17
mp ¢
And apart from the immediate business of the .-
-remember that Germany is seeking by every mea:
cpen and secret, to obtain such command over Ru«:1's
resources as will in the long run allow her to dicta
ber will to Russia's A ber that the So
government, fuly aware of this, would. be glad of yo:r
help, of your co-operation; would be glad even to ¢\
you eontrol over munjlnu of her resources, if onls to
timate deminioh within Rissia

1gs, if indetd yon need. as |
selfish motives to prompt
‘who, if they fail, will fail
much. * Every true man is

lies and hig eyes harden.

ew Jerusa'em. At some
| of laying

n if this thing that

e dreamed, it is still
tanding of which

rer he owes to his
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And if each one of us, then, ull the more
owr';\ ":-:‘:::;rby what it oweg to those first daring days
'? its existenee, when all ‘the world looked askance
- on its presumptuous birth. America was young ouce,
Upi there were men in America who would have
ku‘._ brought in foreign aid to re-establish their domin
Im“n'\'t'r a revolted nation. Are those the men to whomn
'::,',,A,;ta now looks back with gratitude and pride?t
“Well, writing at 8 speed to break my pen, and with
be knowledge that in a few hours the man leaves Mos
l.“w who is to earry this letter with him to America, I
Ao failed to say much. that 1 would have said. 1
write now with my messenger waiting for my manu
seript and somehow or other, incoherent, incomypete
as it is, must bring it to an end. 1 will end with a
quotation from your own Emerson. “*What is the
scholar, what is the man for, but for hospitality to
overy new thought of his time? Have yvou lewsure
power, property, friends? you shall be the asylum and
patron of every now thought, every unproven opinion,
every Ontried projéet, which proceeds out of good will
and honest seeking. All the newspapers, all the ton
gues of today, will of course at first defame what s
roble, but you who hold not of today, not of the Times
but of the Everlasting, are to stand for it anil the
highest compliment man ever receivdg from heaven is
the sending to him its disguised and diseredited
angels.” No ome contends that the Holsheviks are
sngels. [ ask only that men sha'l look through the fog
of libel that surounds them and sce that the |

hich they are struggling.in the only way in whic

struggle, is among those lights which every ma
voung and honest heart sees before him somewher
the road, and not among thoke other lighty from w
he resolutely turns away. These men who have mad
the Soviet government in Russia, if they must fail. will
{ail with clean shields and elean hearts, having striven
for an ides! which will live béyond them. Evenf they
fail, they will none the less have written a page of his
tory more daring than any other which. I can’remem
ber in the story of the human race. They are writing
it amid showers of mud from all the meaner qpurits in
their country, in yours and in my own. But when
the thing is over, and their enemies have tnumphed
the mud wil] vanish like black magic at noon. and that
rage will be as white as the snows of Russia, and the
writing on it as bright as the gold domes that I used
to we glittering in the sun when 1 looked from my
windows in Pet ’

And when in after years men read that page they
will judge your eountry and mine, your race and mine,
by the help or hindrance they gave to the writing of
it . i

The who'e of this articlee, together with one from
Jobn Reed, giving further details of the working of
the Soviet gyystem in Russia has been published in pam-
rhlet form by the All P. B. C. Socialist Party of
Canada, and ean be had By sending to J. F. Maguire,
Box 785 Edmounton, Alta. 'Price $6 per 100 or 10 cents
éach,

THE SIRENS OF LABOUR
"The materialist coneeption of history.” **There-are
1wo classes in 7.'* To those workers familiar with

Socialist literature the above sentences must sound like
platitudes.  ~ -

Yet to those among us who h_ve acquired the know-

§

ledge contained within them

they become the steppin,
»lmn-n"for all reasoning ey

' They constitute the key with
which students of society unibek the problems which
confront them. .

Lacking this knowledge, Bourgeois philosophers have
floundered in the mire of their own ignorance and have
carried their followers with them ; with the result that
many sincere men have spent a lifetime endeavoring
to cure the many-social diseases which they saw society
was heir to and failed. -

And the masses, the common herd, the working class,
upon whose brain and brawn society depends for exis-
tenee, they b truly paid in fu'l for this ignorance.

Owing to lack wledge they have been the easy
prey of press and pulpit.  Cheap politicians have
tricked them and numbers of their own class have
arigen from amongst them and with kintergarten
phrasclogy, and mind destroying epigrams, have led
them. bound™with heavier chains than before, to the
hungry maw of capitalism.

These latter de le specimens of the Genus
Homo, have enougi 'rstanding to know that, from

—infaney ti'l he comes to rest in a cheap pine box, or,

mayhap, in no man's |
struggle for existenee:
with periods of mor

1, the worker’s life is one long
tooth and nai] fight for life,
us toil, varied only by the

pinched days of unemployment. Many of them unable
to give expression to p 1al or materna! instinets, To
them also, the arts and sciences and the cultivation of
mind and body are as tales from the Arabian Nights.
Dogged throughout life by that hell, insecurity, which
wage slavery gives birth to, the workers lives appear
still more harren by comparison because they live in
an age so productive that the master ¢!ass can not find
markets for the surplus nor exhaust it by the waste
of war. (

Knowing these things the mountebank, the oppor-
tunist, paints his rosetinted word picture for you
fellow worker and ca something now. If you under-
stand the mater - conception of history and the
class nature of socicty « traffickers in human cred-

“ulity woull not find you such Lilliputians.

Beware, therefore, the opportunist, with the honeyed
phrase, something now.  Get to understand your class
position in society once you thoroughly realize this
Jdominant fact, the something now which you will de-
sire- will-be the abolition of the capitalist system.

“ Alrcady there are many of us. tomorrow there will
e more of us tkan to-day. The day after 'to_-morrow,
millions will rise up under our banner, millions who
even now 67 vears after the (‘ommunm Manifesto,
have nothing to lose but their chaing’®

Comrade J. R. Knight wil! be making a tour to Win-
nipeg in :hv very near future. On August 25th he
held two metings at Brule, Alta. Literature sales

amounted to $102.
EDITOR WANTED

lications are invited for the position of Editor
of“\“"ﬁ:c Maoriland Worker,"” to close October 31. Ap-
plicatants are required to forward ecredentials, and
state date on which they can undertake the duties. All
ipformation with regard to salary and duties can’ be
had by writing the Secretary. P.Q. Box 1500; Welling-
ton, New Zealand.
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: FARMERS’ FORUM —

Comrade Editor:
* After reading both contributions by Comrades Bruce

and Springford e the position of the sma} or working *
farmer in modern society; I fegl compelled to give my

views on this perplexing question.

“The farmer (I mean the small so-called independent
waorking farmeér) belong to the working class, although
he is not exploited in the same way as the wage slave.
In faét Ke is not epploited at all. &

. He is in mugl*the same position as the hand loom
-weaver, at the time of the introduction of the power
loom, who had to work 18 or 19 hrs. daily instead of 9 or
10 before its introduction, becanse of the fact that only

one half of the former time of labor was required to

stood‘that all values are made in the production PE5
¢cess, and that, as well as the above mentioned .
of surplus value, it ig also divided among the vi;

pitals in the ecirculation i, according 1,
amount of, and the time employed, of a certair, capital
determined by the law of competition, and the Brncia
rate of profit,

For inst , the f
commodities to the wholesale merchant at a price, cal
ed the price of production. The wholesal in turn sy
to the retailer at a higher price than he paid for thes
the difference being his share of the surplus value, ani
the retailer sclls them to the consumer at their {14
price, which is the monetary expression of their

change a given amount of yarn into a yard of cotton. - i Now, the difference in the intermediary prices o

The large farm operated by Capital, with the latest
improved methods of agriculture, machinery, and divi-
sion of labor, must of necessity reduce the labor time
sqcially necessary to produce a given amount of, say,

 wheat, beef, pork, ete., so that poor.working farmer
will have to work longer hours in"order to produee the

hich the commodity was sold is the amount of :'.
distributive shares of the surp’us value among. .
various capitals employed in the circulation proce.
based upon the ultimate price to be received from 1!
consumer in accordance with ity value.
. ’hf above is the general way in which a commod.:;

same amount of value that hé f ly eould p
4n less; bl o ;

With the result, that in a great many cases the lot
of the farmer is more miserable than that of his fellow-
worker the wage slave. But the idea of being a small
‘‘property’’ holder, his own master, the seeurity of &
steady job, and all the sundry blessings that pertain to
such aposition, compel him to hang on to it; until, with
the furthei“development of agriculture the position be-
comes untenable.’ o L S

The question is asked: “‘Is the farmer robbed?’’,
and the correet answer is—No.! And. before setting

’ out to explain why, and how he is not, it will be neces-

_Lack of space forbids me to dwell longer on t}.,
point, and, to those who want a elearer and mor. .|
tai'ed explanation of it, I refer them to volime 11 ./
Marx's Capital. J

To make ition of the farmer clear, put him 1.
a seller of e6mmodities in the position of the manu(s-
turing capitalist, with this exception, that his «
modity contains no surplus value, (if you except tx
wear and tear of the tools he uses, which are prodo-t
of gocial labor, and replace themselves piecemeal in 5.
finished produet) but is the result of his own lato-
_pu&:l.whieb goes to the various eapitals emplo;«!
in lati

sary to elear up Comtade Springford’s ies,

which he would give us to understand are of the
Marxian school. *, s :

- What the farmer buys he buys at its va'ne, and he

.sells his products at their price of production; their
value flot being dmminedp until they come into the
% of the consumer. This is, I think, the point
Wi
.The value of & dity isdetermined by the
amount of sotially necessary.labor time required to
reproduce it. ‘That valye consists of necessary value
and surpius value. The necessary value being the
amoun{ which the wage-worker had to. receive as the
value of his labor power, and what is left after sub-

. traeting that from the ';aluf of the eommodity is sar-

Tug value. (Something for nothing).
s This surplus value goes to the industrial Capitalist

in the form of profit; but, does he gét it\all? By no .

means. He has to divide it up with the banker for
interest on money loaned, or to the landlord as rent,
and to the stafe as taxes, ete. Should he work with his-
. own éapital, and be h ‘ﬂ'_. landlord he will of course
ket these respectivelshares. — = PR
,role%ut as 1 stated above the valte of a commodity is
rot determined or realized until it eomes into the
handg of the consnmer, and there eeases to be & eom-
- modity, and becomes a.use value, and. when it is under-.

And when it is understood that he is not only :n
competition with higher developed methods of ag—
culture in his own country, but in every part of ti.
wor'd, where climatic eonditions may be morr fa-
able, etc., ete., because of he fact that his commodi::
goes on a world's market,

In other words, those of Frederick Engels:— T~
produet governs the e

This cannot. be called exploitation or robbery in th:+
same sense as the wage slave is exploited; but the far
mers, and | mean th: all this disciission, the smai!
working farmers, are members of the working clacs
with the same interests as their fellow workers, the
wage slaves.

Comrade Springford says that the farmer sells con

gealed Iabor power in the form of wheat, ete. What

g ! d- labor fvmt _There is no -such thing’
_is congealed labor in the form of products or

commodities, but labor power issimply a commodity

which the wage worker sel'a to the eapitalist (his

ability to produee wealth). When the eapitalist buys

it,and uses it, it is no longer a ecommodity, labor power.

but labor. In faet, labor power, far from

gealed,” is very fluid and mobile; §

from the 5

ing capitalist sells b, -
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Comrade Springford taking on himsélf to teach Bruce

Marxian economies, he should study them more thor.

‘oughly befort assuming the role of & teacher,

As to the attitude of the farmer towards thé Revolu.
tionary Movement, it would be an error to say that he
will not count ag\a factor, lxcause, beiig a part of

- modern society, he cannot help becoming a factor, and,

in fact he will bl"? to look to the Revolutionary
Movement for a solution of the Agrarian question. But
at the present stage I am inclined to agree with Com.
rade Bruce that it is a difficult task to show him hix
true position; but, in the words of Marx, *The devel-
opment of Capitalism will drum’ dialeetics even into
the heads of the Prussian Junkers'’, and one can see
the feeling of unrest at present not only among the
urban population, but among the rura; as well.

History has proven that the industrial wag: slaves
have been the bsekbone of all previous proletarian
movements towards revolution, and the writer thinks
that they will be the prineipal militant portion in the
ipending tion. )

This does not mean that the farmer is less capable
of acquiring 8 knowledge of Socialism than his fellow
worker, the wage slave, but he is hampered greatly by
his environment, ineluding his status as a scemingly
independent producer, and his isclated mode of lafe, fit
conditions to keep alive ancient traditions, religions,
and concepts, which act as a brake to progress. A
soil with such weeds means harder work for the Social.
ist propagandist.

After what has been said above, and there could be
whole pages written on the subject, the writer hopes
that he may have made some points clear re the far
mers’ position, and hopes that a greater interest will
thereby be stimulated in Marxian Economies, which
are so necessary to an intedigent understanding of
the Agrarian question. W: B. McK.
*This article was intended for the August issue,

COMMERCIAL WARS AND INDUSTRIAL

X EXPANSION

The history of England's commercial progress, like
that of any other country's, is a record of almost un-
interrupted warfare. Beginning with  the ;nnhra‘l
expeditions of the Elizabethan sailors, England’s «f-
forts to attain commercial greatness continued through
out the 17th and 18th centuries and were invariably
successful,

When England first joined in the struggle for for-
cign trade, she found Spain and Portugal masters of
the Eastern and Western trade. | The fact that Spain
was a Catholie eountry gave a very convenient excuse
for entering into a eonflict with her, and under this
pretense of fighting Roman Catholicism, England took
every opportunity to weaken the position of her en-
emy. England and Holland formed an alliance against
Spain, but.when England had finished with Spain; she
found it necessary to match forces with Holland, who
had ded in hing herself very materially
in the New World. With the eapture of New .Arns(u.--
dam (New York) in 1664, Holland’s commercial. posi-

tion was

The growing influence of France next caused Eng-
land much The French had ssions in
e England, through the

India Company, formed in 1600 and given a mon-

v

opoly on Indian and Chinese trade, controlled the
northern part. " It was inevitable that a quarrel shou'd
chsue, and here again England was the victor. French
interests and. English interests also came in confliet
in Alf\krlt:ﬂ‘zun] at the conclusion of the Seven Years’
War in 1763, England sccured almost all of the French
possessions, which gave her practica'ly a-free hand in
America.

N F,ngl@d OW fm!ju(:i.-d a‘dnmixfnm position among
the nations of the world. Each victory upon the seas
or upon foreign lands necessarily demanded a corres-
ponding inerease in home production. It was this
heavy drain on the productive forces of the country
that gave birth in ghe latter part of the 18th century
to several very important inventions which rapidly
revolutionized industrial methods.

From the heginning of the human race, man’s pro-
gress has primarily rested on the development of his
100’k and on his use of the resources and forces of
nature. Of the three factors necessary to production
of any kind, human rnergy (labor), the objects of
labor (natural resources and raw materials), and the
instruments of labor (tools, machines, ete.), the latter
have alone changed from the eariest of timeg and
have undergone a steady development.

The first form of production existing in England
was the family sysem, under which vach community
produced for itsclf with simple tools the things it
needed.

We have seen how English frade first consisted of
an exchange of wool and grains on the part of the
English for manufactured articles, such as fine meta's
and fine cloths, which werv used by the feudal lords.
The first demand for foreign products arose therefore
from the ruling class. Through this intercourse with
other lands, standards of (Workmanship became higher,
end in order to do good work, 2 man trained for it and
perfected himself through constant praetice. In this
way, various trades sprang into existence, and with
them the craft gilds. which were found necessary to
regulate production as we'l as to supervise the quality
of the work. Under the gilds, goods were stil] pro-
dueed main'y for use. The drmand in each locality was
limited, and in return for his goods, a eraftsman would'
sometimeg receive board and lodgings or by going to &
fair, would secure through barter whatever he ir-
ed. The craftsman owned his own too's and dealt
directly with the consumer.

After the 13th century the export of wool steadily
declined, as through the influence of Flemish immi-
grants English weavers had learned to make,_l great
variéty of cloths, and thereafter exported an increas-
ing volume of woven goods. Demands were now no
longer confined to immediate localities. Afer t_he
discovery of America, a heavy trade developed with
the English colonies. The regulations of the gilds as
to workmanship and as to the number of apprentices
prevented the wealthier craftsmen fforel increasing
their output, and to avoid these restrictions, we find
them leaving the towns and founding industrial com-
munities in the open country. Production was then
carried on under the domestic system.

Here we see the employer, known as the master
elothier. hu, ing large quantities of wool; and giving it
out to the families in the villages to be spun and wo-

Y
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ven. Euryuemberofth‘ehmilyhldlabmmthe
did the

#nmg mner polmed lnnucﬁl at the expense, .

work.. ‘Women and child

¥ mien and beys the weaving, ﬁqnhmg and .lv-anu ln
addition to their industrial work, each family possess-
-ed an allotment of ground which it til'ed for its own
own use, Undc,r this system, uch tmly was under
the direct control of the mast , and received
in payment of its work anything he vmhed to give it—
money or kind. This form of produetion ig often pictur_
ed to have been a very happy #nd contented one for
-the workers, but anyone who, cares to study the sub-
ject from an unbiased poing/of view will arrive at a
different eonelusion. ds were now produced sole-
Iy for exchange, eom::mpmm, and not
quadity, beeame the primary non.\
Through the. family, the guild and d

Two great political pa
sprmg mto existence as a result of this rivalry,

‘Whigs and the Tories. 'l‘bc Whip, dupuung the righ:,
of the ngnd h ing an of the

P
of Parl P iveg of the

were the
manufacturing class. The capitalists paturally f.i:

_that they should be allowed to have a voice on qu s

tions of taxation and other matters concerning th.
affairs. while the Tories, who represented the land
owning nobility, desired, of course, that such righ:.
be withhkld from Parliament and vested in the King
and his eouneil.
‘We see, therefore, each party lznvmg for its ow:
gain and eonéerned only with its own interests, oft.:

of production, the instruments of labor had cxpenene
ed a gradual developmént. But now within the space
of & féw years (1763-1793) the tools of many een-
turies were disecarded and mlnmqted by newly invent-
€d machines that mrmouly inereased the productive
forees of the country. -

The ﬁm important mvenuon was that of the
spinning jenny, which enabled the 'orker to feed from
12 to 18 spindles, and later nuny\yr! mste:d of only

one, such' as was ponlble with he spinning wheel. The
ncxt as the ing Trame, whieh worked
through water powcr/ The mule, whieh followed, was,

a combination of the two former denees. The power"

7 loom, next appearing, duced 3 hods in
¢ the we.vmg industry.
It is important to mﬁ: here d::d ouuu::d of human
v energy, the only fprms of power in produetion up
& th'une a wmpdondm Tt needéd but
th invention of the steam engine to complete the re-
change in industrisl methods* which took
plmnthumue Thetmmmwhenﬁrnm.
vented was wseel unly in mining operatios, bnt it was
soon adepted in mannMurm; with ﬂa%‘m- results.
The steam engine made possible for the first time
the produetion of ifon and coal on a large scalé, both
of whieh had a tremendous effeet on the development
of industry. The southern part of the country had
- always been the most heavily populated, but with the
‘development of the eoal mines in the north, it was to
the advantage of manufacturers to shift their location,
and from this time on the morthern population grew
.Mily ﬁmethrnutnunmeolmoﬁnn
part of England.
1t is inf-resting to lou: also the grea., general inerease
ol popu’ation throughout the eountry from thetime
of William the Conquerer, vhn some 2,000,000 people
gymha o et mnd““%ﬁf
the tion had lover -
ndltﬁeumohhclndmhill&vohtmn it was

longerhanuthmm _nndnlnwollpeed
only limited by that of the machinery. Itis no d
that the machines were lpoked upon. s with great bitter-
ness by thg workers, and that attempts were ofu-n
‘made to destroy them, :
¥ s _" m F e | ilt

By this time the

. the War.”” This book .

ad ting a beneficial in some way to &
certain portion of the workers, if that measure wou
but weaken the position of the other party.

We_shall next see the factory system st the heigh:
of n'kenlopnent and review the awful working co:
ditions which existed, conditions which were lat-
somewhat alleviated, not by any power of the worker
but through just that intense confliet of interests a: |

struggle for d between h and lan!
owners which has been mentioned above. "
' Cc

THE RUSSIAN SITUATION

(By M. Phillips Price, long time Russian correspon
ent of the Manchester Guardian.) ~
Moscow, May 15, 151~
‘“Last night I was present at the sitting of the (-
tral Exeeutive of the All-Russian Soviet, at wh.
Lenine opened a debate on foreign relations. He !
gan by pointing out the possibility of the ereation of 1
league of the clplulm nations of the world becaus.
the fundamental i between the two ch
Imperialist states of Pﬂrope—!ngllnd and Germa::
on the one side and the Far East on the other. Americy
and Japan, he said,prevented these powers from esta!
lishing a stable system in Europe and Asia. The caj:*
alist system thereby showed its bankruptey, for
modern financial eapita! could only exist by the struz
gle for undeveloped areas of the earth’s suzface.
‘‘Lenine said the problem of the Soviet governm« =’
was therefore to keep elear the two struggling grou;«
of world-capital till the should come and the pr
letariat of these lands should take the reins of gover:
ment. The Soviet government would use dip'omat:
methods as far as possible, to tide over thie time, but 1’
the German military party determined to tear up t:
mmv& treaty, they would meet with a'} the r-
the Red Army eould offer, and also of the mi!
lions of armed peasants, who now. had their Jand ar
k,mv what they were fighting for.”" .
M. Phillips Price who wrote the above is an M. of

Trinity Collcle Cambridge University, and, an
nuthor of & book named ‘“The Dj mﬂhonmn

of March, 1917. We make this beeause Price is

a publicist little lik =
:r e nt:::‘pm of ;ro-prdleur

_ ian pi

THE

WESTE

RN CLARION

=THIS PAGE RESERVED FOR T
“ The Workers’ Socialist Party o e United States ”

THE mox COST OF LIVING

Dear Editor:—
My friend, Jack, referred this letter to me for criti.
cisd, 1 am fﬂl"lfdlnl’ it to you for publication ax I
believe it.to be exeeNent propaganda which could be
psed to great advantage, especially, since it deals
with one of the greatest discussed, yet least under

stood questions.
Yours in revolt,
RAB
Dear Brother Jaek:

It was, , §00d news to hear thag your baby
is fast rtto“edﬂ‘ Wifie was just u\n}} that we
poor folks, eertainly keep paying more and more ’ur
goods which ape always getting cheaper in quality and
are, even, adulterated. She thinks that the cer who
sold you the rotten eggs and m!ulum..y milk should
e hung and if our baby took si she wo }
the responsible party. You, vuum i your w
letter railed raved against “‘the whole tribe of
highway robbers and eut-throats'" Dear brother Jack,
sour ideas are preva'ent amongst the workers and for
once, | wm. going to deal with rock bottom facts. for
only by understanding how and why you are rébbid,
cau you or I hope to alter matters. After all our
Irtters have been full of sports, shows. and trivial
things, that at the present time, don't amournt to very
much for us who just eke out a bare cxistence by the
sweat of our brow.

On the surface, it appears that when you huy gro

* cenes, clothing, or what not, you are robbed by a

clique of thieves who raise prices at their awn swert
=il | 1t's just like & great many things that appear on
the surface: far, far different from the facts. On
the surface the world is flat and the sup travels
cast to west, but you know, actually, the wor
round and travels around he sun, which is @
wpeaking, stationary. It seems that you arc robbed as
a consumer when you buy things. As a matter of fact,
you are not robbed when you purchase your needs
for, on the aversge, commodities scll for what they
are worth, ‘l\m is a robbery taking place. a'l right
enough, but it is in the workshops, the mills, the mines;
cte. But more of this anon.

i+t us analyze the scientific basis of the high cost

-of hiving. It may be a little dry, at first, Jack, but

0t it worth while if, thereby, we find a remedy.
About the first thing that strikes our cyc is that the
whole question of prices is a question of exchangr.

You exchange money for goods. Why do these goods
richange at” different prices? There must be some
basis for this exehange. What is there common to all
commodities that sets as the measure of exchange, i.e..

as the meagnre of the vatues of the various articles?
Is it size, weight, eolor, usefulniess? These are all
common to every commodity. None of these, however,
is the measure of value, for they are all inherent, nat-
ural qualities which are ineapable of measurement.
("‘ usfulness measure value! How are you able to

If’ll that gour Sunday suit at $25.50 is more useful than
Your ovengdls at 350, In faet, if usefulness counted

for anythinpxyour overalls are a great deal more valu.
sble to you than your Sunday suit. Shounld \os wel;
Your Sunday suit al| the time. you would starve for the
want of & job. Is it weightt Six pounds of lead is
worth about §1.50 and six pounds of gold £1750.000,
Without further o omment, we see the absurdity of

weight and, for that matter, size or color measurin,
value, .

Exchange presup p
must analyz
tions. What iy
18 furnished by
things may be t
stowed on them

0868 a social refauonlhlp We
ods in their social, not ‘natural, fune-
common to al] commodmes that
1. Regardless of how simple
are all common having labor be-
is no article for sale that hag

-

not labor worked or sbout to be worked up in it, In-
eidentally, how clear, this makes it apparent that labor
is the source of all exchange values.

Is it reasonable to state. that labor is the standard
of value, i. e. that as art

cles have a greater or less
) n them, they are more or lesg
valuable? Yes, for little investigation will prove
to you that on the average, those things having the
most labor wrapped up in them se for the highest
price, while those with the least labor. sell cheapest.
Below is,a chart which should help you to understand

the relative: valu nmodities, i. e, the quantities
of labor contained

degree of lxiur o

tions in which they exchange:
Chart No: 1.
Value of A. Amount of labor fixed in A
Balue of B Amount of labor fixed in B

As we increase the
in A we inerease its 1
versa. In other words
of labor to produce Thus the
overalls sells for £3.50 and the clothes at $25.50. Were
we to reduce the amount of labor in the suit of clothes
one fifth, it would sel for $21.40 and- would only bf\

suit of clothes (B).

‘1X times as high a price as the overalls.

However, iv 1s not wholly true to say that the value
of a commodity is detérmined by the quantity of labor
it took to make it. This labor must be socially neces-
sary. Some jawbreaker, ¢h Jack?! What do we mean
by socia'iy nceessary! ‘Simply this: Not only is there
labor expended in the making of the final product, but
there is labor stored up in the raw materials, m:
ery, ete.. required to make the article in question. A.l]

of this labor which, plainly, is social, adds va'ue. Of °

course. the article which is manufactured cheapest,
sclls at the lowest figure.
factured cheapest which eliminates labor, waste, ete.,
1o the greatest degree. All other articles in compenuon
with it must sell at its prices. Now, the pomt is, that
the commodity ‘containing the least amount, i e. Jjust
the necessary amount, of social labor, sets the value
for its host of cnmpemon Thus we may state the law,
the value of a commodity is dclermmed by .the amou.nt
of socially necessary labor contdined in it.

commoWties explain the propor-

That article can be manu- -




. energy of work is wrapped
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. By the way, Jack, you should always bear in mi.f
that I am only touching the high points. There have
‘been volumes upon volumes written touching this
question, (the greater number of which I -have not read
yet) so that I am leaving unsaid a great many essential

- points, but I am laying down a foundation for you to
build on.. A commodity is any form of wealth produe-
ed for sale on the markét. In the realm of commodi-
ties, which is the realm of our subject,"we find the
energy of the workers to.labor, the labor power of the
workingman is a commodity.. In faet, it is the only
thing he has for sale. /in a recent ad in the Detroit
newspapers, the Employers Ass’n. said: ‘“Automobile
workers, do n ve Detroit. The only thing you
have to sell is your services and you ean sell that here
i better advantage than anywhere else.”’ We saw how
the value of a commodity was determined. Now let
us apply this law to this commodity, 'abor power. His

up in his very existence.
No work no life. The value of his labor power would
be then, the value of the things it takes to keep him
and his family alive; and the eompetition of workers
for jobs, keeps it at the leveh of a bare subsistence.
‘Let us look at Chart No. 2: <

i . Chart-No. 2/

- Hours
a Bl

10. 47.50

Suppose that it takes three hours labor to produce the
. value of the necessities to keep: the average worker
alive. Then, the value of his labor power is three
hours labor. If he worked three hgurs and reeeived
his value ($2.25) there would be no’ profit for the
emp'oyer since®it took all that the three hours labor
produeed to pay the worker, but the workingman is
‘not hired on any such basis. He is hired at his value,
it is true, (i e. at $2.25) but his work.i:dg day is limited

by his own physieal endurane, the rev i
“earth on its axis. He is hired at his value i.e.
hours labor but eontinues, let us say, 7 more
creating more weath i. e. more value. The re-
t is plain; a’though this commodity eost three hours
1abor, it sells for 10 hours labor which 1S the value of
this new eommodity. This seven hours labor for which
the worker receives no return, i. e. this seven hours of
__ unpaid labor-we eall surpius values: Is it becoming ap-
.parent where the robbery takes place? S .
1 believe a simple chart is a most effective way of
elearing up misunderstanding. If you fix these five

charts in your mind, though you may forget the con-

_tents of my letter, they should help to give you a grasp
 of the subjeet. . .

there are let us say, 24 hours labor represented. Oyr

tailor added three hours labor, so that there is a total
of 27 hours labor (necessary value) in your suit. Ther..
remains, seven hours unpaid labor, or $5.25 surplu,
value. Your elothes have thirty four hours of socis ')y
necessary labor in them and are therefore worth thirty
four hours labor—$25.50. But this suit eost twent,
seven hours labor—$20.25. From this surplus valy.
comes all profits, rents, interests, the maintenance o
the State, ete,

You are propably getting impatient to see the cou

neetion of alb this to the high cost of living. We shall

soon see: Price is the imoney expression of value, of i,
other words, the exchange value of all commodities 14
expressed in gold, which is ideal for this purpose on a-
count of its weight, size, rarity, ete.

For the moment, let us analyze supply and demand
5o that we may di of this very eonfusing factor
whieh, otherwise, would limit our understanding Th«
#alue of a commodity is determined by the amount of
socially necessary labor in it; butits priee is regulated
by supply and demand. 2 -

Chart No. 4.
Supply - Demand

Value

Demand Supply
Should we have a sma'l demand but a large supply
the price would be low. On the other hand a small
supply lmwmg a large demand, results in a
high orice. t happens when supply and demand
balance eath other. There stil: remains a price which
exactly coincides with its value. We see, also, hon
absurd it is to maintain that supply and demand deter
mine i. e. eause or ereate value. It merely regulates
prices now -above, and now below their value. In the
long run, the ups cancel the downs and viee versa. This
suit of clohes at sells at its value as we have
seen; and a profit 1s made, that is $5.25 (see ¢hart No
3). Supposing it sold permanently, above its value?
What we, then, would gain as'a seller, we would 'ow
as a buyer, end it is foolish to argue that merehants

are always sellers and never buyers. This alone, al -
most, proves that goods sell at their value, for merch-

ants are not in business ‘for love..

But then, let our masters” flunkies and so calied
‘*political economists’’ who do not eare to undersand.
nitich less explain the law of value peddle that junk.
We know better. ﬁd :

The value of gold is determined in the same way.as
all other commodities. Vast changes have taken place
in the mining of gold- By the eyanide process and
other means, it takes less labor to produee an ounce of
gold than ever before. The value of an ounee of gold

therefore, dropped and its re'ative value to all’

o commodities changed (see chart No.:1).
: . Chart No. 5. 4
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line). We see then that the purchasing power of gold:
thit is of money;has fallen and it requires more tione s
to buy the same materials. Roughly, now, we have
on understanding of what is the underlying causes of

" the high eost of living.

Just as the eost of living has been rising, so has the

" ,tandard of living been falling. Due to the ever .

roving machinery with its consequent intensive sub.
division of Iabor, 1t takes léss to reproduce the worker.
You ean take almost any Tom, Dick, or Harry, and in
,,r.:ticlly po time, he will be able to oper a ms
~hine, whereas formerly it required skilled artisans 1o
produce ecommodities. These machines, i turn, olim
inate labor and throw thousands into the stroet to
steal, starve, or beg. The Workery in bitter competition
with each other for jobs, must be contented with less
food and elothing and poorer shacks to live in. Now
that the value of labor power is lowered. it results in
a greater surplus for the capitalista. We hay,
contradiction of those who produce ‘eversthing atary
ing in the midst of the plenty their hands wrotght

In the first part of the letter | said we wauld learn
how to remedy matters. As loug as our masters own
the tools with which we work, o long must we seli
them the only thing we have dur labur power
though we ereate-all the wealth of the world we must
be satisfied with a scant existence dur to this owner
ship, Through their eonrol of the State, they have the
power to maintain their ownembip. Ounly by class
conscious knowledge, ean we hope to. emancipate our
wlves from the misery, the suffening, the want, and
the anarchy of eapitalism.

Both wifie and myself send regards and love, |

. Your brother
JIM

P8 —-Some may eriticise my letter sinee | do not d
very greatly with the effect of go'd on prices t
maintain that after all, the know'edge of the law of
value is the essential thing, since it gives the keyv to
the understanding of the high cost of living and all
other economie questions of Capitalism.

1—7th paragraph, 4th line, sbou'd b i
—7th pa th line, shou'd have read
sgine the thoughts of a man. '’
2171k paragraph, 23rd line, should have read “In
fnite, finite; and ever."”’ i'
3—15th paragraph, 21st live, should have reac
“Giving us an understanding of the human brain. The
old Greek philosophers strove for understanding by
attempting to make, ete.”’ Rab.

SECRETARIAL SCRAPS
The Comrades of Winnipeg are i g proy 1
lraflets, each ome comtaining an artic'e selected from
the organs of Seientifie Socialism. The leaflets are
tuitable for distribution in any part of the country.
They forward us two samples, No, seven and eight,
of the series, which we can One is from
the ““Clarion’” on *Trades Unionism,’’ by Jack Har-
Tington, the other from the **Proletarian.” of Detroit,
Michigan. Send to A. Paterson, Box 2025, Winnipeg.
thousand.

“w per i ;
Jack Kavanagh, secretary of Vancouver

'Q!ﬁal'rr‘l‘ndnud,

Union, is at-

THE INCEFTION OF CAPITALISM.

A iy et il 2 Bugus, ).
duetion of wu’np:m :)r.r ”: :; ‘:’r”“,“”mm s the'mtro-
advame ol e I'A ‘t 0 p(r.mtmg played in the
e fm .-ri "‘,u_uhowm-r was first
Ty ly\‘ 1‘;..‘.”;\'“ r'rfmA; ru'n'a in the 14th eentury,
bihity .|'A'|lh M.lf’h. tedl ": ‘_c:l'”]:\ ugall_m[ the feudal mo-.
um'u‘ reco, P it o f"‘L‘"( ”m.l s power was at

recognized.  The days of chivalry, when eve

man with a bow and arrow constituted a soldier and
:A'h--n every lord’s castle served as a fort, were pum-
i-»rmi with xhn-‘ad\-'m of this new weapon. In the ex-
tension of trade and comm ce, gunpowder proved of
;:;\:h;:'.‘:n ::mﬂ:u,...-. \\\zhm_n it, England _could not

1¢ 56 quick'y a dominant commercial power,
nor her efforts at colonization been so successful,

The art of pr ¢ was introduced from Germany
n the 15th centy Besides greatly stimulating an
suterest in Literature, the printed page made possible
a more general « 1hution of scientific and technjcal
knowledge, and through the excharige of books with
other countries, erchants were able to profit
by the experiences and discoveries of foreign mer-
chants

The voyoges of < from 1577-80 lpid the found-
ztion of English or Soon after, the Venetian
Fleet; which had-for so long taken eare of England’s
€xportations, made its last trip to her shores. Eng-
land was now able to carry her producfs on her own
ships 1o all parts of the known world. Thé manufae-
ture of cloth was the foremost industry of the time,
and therefore sheep-raising took on- ever larger pro-
rortions:

Agricu'tural ds. too, “experienced quite a
change in the reig Elizabeth, owing chiefly to the
influence of Dt “lemish immigrants ¥ho came
to England to Romish persecution. New vege-
tables were intrc d, chief among which were roots
which could be fed to the cattle in winter. ‘The big
landowners found scientifie, intensive cultivation
of the soil was g profitable.’” By enclosing the
land and subjecting it to a rotation of crops, four times
as much could be ined as from the 3-field system
which was used by the peasants in the cultivation of
their common lands. The new methods, however, re-
quircd-a-considerable amount of capital. Tha small
farmers therefore found it hard to compete with the
big land'ords. Rents. too, were constantly becoming
higher, and mn this way a great number of farmers
were forced to relinquish their holdings.

The Statute.of Frauds, passed in 1677, which made it
impossible to hold land without a deed of title to it, -
was aimed directly at the extermination of the small
farmer or yeoman class, who while having paid for

their lands, possessed no documentary evidence of it.

This resulted in a great increase of land in the hands
of the landlords, but their greed did not stop here.
Little by little, the common lands of the peasants were
taken over, despite their attempts at resistance. This
was a great blow to them, for their common lands had
enabled them ,in spite of their miserable wages, to e@
out some sort of existence. But with the loss of their
free pasture and free arable, they were now absolutely
dependent on their earnings and the poor rates.
In our next we shali review the wars and co!
expansion of the new system, together with the
which took place at home due to the influence
of the Industrial Revolution. Adelina Crosette
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DOMINION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Bociakist Farty of Canads, meets every
slternate Sunday, 2 pm., Bocialiat

Ha E. cor. Pender and Dunlevy,
Va er, B C—C.  Btephensos,
Becretary, &
BRITISH COLUMBIA FPROVINCIAL
Executive Committee, Soeialist Party
of Can :‘, meels game as above,
ALBEETA AND ~BASKATCHEWAN

PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE COM-

MITTEE. Bearetary, Joha F.
Maguire, Box 785, Edmonton.
Fhune 303

LOCAL ALHAMBRA, No. 74 (Alta)
B. P of C.—F. 0O l‘zlcrwn Becretary,
Horseguards, Alta

Locu. BRANDON No. 88 (Man) S P.

Thos, Hanwell, 343

2 -z dos, Maz.

L‘Oc.u. ALGARY, No. 88 (Alta), B. P.

usiness meetisg every second

and founth Friday of the \mouth u L}

Hecretary,
Nireet, 1}

Yary,
west
U)(.AL CLAYTON. No. 83 (BC.)) 8. F.
J I. Dempster, *

lmxan
LOCAL CUMBERLAND, B. C. No. 70.—
tinge every St and third
the mostk, at 10:30 am,
classes every Momday and

Hoxisen me

Buaday
Erorox

Friday, at 7 jpom, ib the Socialist Hall
opjemite 1o Hagular Propaganda
meetings at every opportunity, J.
o MeMiliaz, oz corresponding and

Enanciai secretan)

LOCAL EDMO\TO‘- No. 1, 8. P. o{ C.—

Free rea

MIX. . Propaganda

E Sanday in the Hijou

Theatre, First St at 8 pm Business

Taﬂ‘hy at § pm.

sizer.  E. H. Flegg,

). Box 785

LOCAL EBSK!XI.‘., No. 32 (Alta), 8. P. of

C.—A. A McNall, Secgetary. Ers-
kize, Alta

LOCAL FERNIE, 8 P. of C, hold edu-
cationa] meetings in the Soeialist Hall
every Bunday at 7. Business meet-
ings third Sunday in esch month, 7:3
pm. E class every °Sunday
afternoon at Oscar’ Erickson,
Secretary, HBo
”

LOCAL ROSSLAND, No. 25, 8. P. of C.

~Meets in )[mrn Hall every change -
a

7:30 pm. Will Jones, Box

LOCAL FERGUSON FLATS, No. 85 (Al
ta),—0. L. Fuller. Secrefary, Fergu-
son Flats, Alta

MEDICINE HAT (Lettish) Local 8. P. of
©. Meets first Sunday in the month
at 528 C Princess Ave., J. R. Kaluin,
Becretary.

muu.. No. 70 (Alta), 8. P.

Jnn- Secretary, Deer.

ing P. Business mestings

it umm; d every month,

WESTERN CLARION

Socialist Party Director:

LOCAL ECKVILLE, No. 58 (Alta), 8. P.

of C.—J. F. Kunorr, Secretary, Eck-
ville, Alta,
LUCAL KINDERSLEY, No. 10 (Sask.)
P.of C—ii. Vindeg, Seeretary,
\A. 1nt, Sask.

.ll
LOCAL MONTREAL, No. 1, 8. P. of C—

St. Catherine St. W. Address.
s to P.O Box 233, Station
1, P. Q. aecreury Charles
ou.  Headquarters opea

g
LOCAL FLOVqBﬁDALB, L
S Pof C—Mrms. J. R Mledouid,
Secretary, Hichdale, Al

MA.\ITOBA P B C.—Jurisdiction from

Moose Jaw, Sask, to the head of the
Information and litera-
supplied.—Apply  See,-
Paterson, Box 2025,
Phone (3338,

SILVER LEAF. ho 101 (AR‘.)
of C.—Benny Johuson, S«nt&
ses, IO Alta.

L(.CA‘ 8T. (.ATmm ho 30 (On&)
% 1_ALeuL|dnlc Class every
2 28 qncen Street.

LOCAL ST. JOHN, N. B, No. 1, l. P. of
C.=Visiting Comrades welcomed. Ste
ctary, Stanford E “"u(e, 24 Main 81.

LO(AL TRAVERS, No. 55 (Ah.\.). 8. P.
f.—~W. A Brown, Seeretary, Trav-
ers, P, u Alta,

LOLAL LL\COU’VZ& No. 1 8. P.of C.
isiness  meeting every Tuesday

401 lrnder St E P

at the Empress Thea-

8 p.m_ Secretary,

ER LET'HSH 'LOCAL No. 58, _
T—HBusiness meeeting every
of the month and, propa-

: every third Sunday at
to everybody, at Social-
ary, Robert Kalain,*

LOCAL VAhCOUVEB. B c. No. 45, Fin-
nish.  Meets every second and fourth

g lays in the month at 2215 Pen-

ast, Ovia Lind, Q«nuly.

LOCAL VIC‘IOE!A. No. X

Tea arters and Reading oom 1424
t St, Room . Dusiness
r\er_\' second and fourth
in the month. Secretary,

on, 1424 Government St.

LOCAL wmnn’m No. S 8. P. 020.—
Headquarters Room 4—328-Smith St
Business meetings Wednesdays, § p.m.
Propaganda meetings Sundays, 8. p.m.
Economic Class, Sundays 5. p. m.
Lendiog Library 50 cents pef year, Or-
gasizers, Johns. Henderson and Stew-
art Becretary, Albert Korin,

P. 0. Box 2025. d

LOCAL OTTAWA, No. § (Ont) S. P. of
C.—Business meeting 1st Sanday h
the month at ‘Monument N
ond floor, Secretary, ‘A,
MeCallum, .‘op‘?.m« Ave.'W.
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Socialist Party of Canada
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This is the Class Struggle.
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l.'!'h anmhm"p
ing
a.mmmuwnyuwmuwmm
“’ pmnmrwm

the teh
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VANCOUVER LOOAL NO. )
LENDING
LIBRARY
HEADQUARTERS
SOCIALIST HALL NE. cor

PENDER & DUNLEVY,
VANCOUVER

Economies, Philosophy, His.
tary, Biology, etc., etc.

The best wotks o nthe above
subjects by the greatest writers
of the last century: Marx, Fn.
gels, Dietzgen, Labriola, la.
fargue, Darwin, Huxley, Den.
jamin Kidd, and many others.

Most of the works in this
Library eanpot be found in any
other i,. ﬁ. eity, not even in
‘the' Clrn‘i.b Library.

Membership per annum: Fi1.
ty eents.

'
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'Soci;liSt Party of Caisads
MANIFESTO
mmﬂl mmw the aathor of the
original. Whole work revised and re-cast.
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