_ gari (the Italian Socialist) the great worksh

Published By Pérmission of the Vapéouver Stnke Committee

THE RED

LAG

A Journal of News and Views Devoted to the Interests of the Working Class

VOL. 1 NO. 23

VANCOUVER, SATURDAY,

JUNE 28, 1919

FIVE CENTS

=

The Situation in the Hungarian Soviet Republic

A comrade who has joined the Hungarian Red
Army wires to the Avanti, under date May 23rd,
his impressions i —

Sueh “‘stories’’ as that Dr. Bela Kun has died of
extreme hunger and that a general strike has been
declared against the rule of the Soviets are all lies.
Here in Hungary, owing probably to the want o!
great resistance on the part of the H\mgnrhn capi-
talists, the Distatorship of the Proletariat is' a
mild rule indeed.

Dr. Bela Kun is more alive than ever, surronnded
by the affection of all workers; he is optimiatically
inclined, in spite of the fact that his country is
surrounded by an enemy well armed and well sup-
ported by the intermational reaction, and, conse-
quently, without access to the market of the world.

All the factories here are working ai full speed,
in order to increase production for the benefit of
all. T have visited, together with Comrade Mor-

(From the ‘‘Worker’s Dreadnought,’”” June 7,

London, England.)

tion, a town of 50,000 inhabitants, was taken by the
Red Army, with many prisoners and thirty maxim
guns.

Everywhere the discipline of the Red Army is
good ; thd¥ go to the front singing the Marseillaise
and the International. At Harszag. the soldiers
stopped out car and a private from the ranks step-
ped forth and spoke, asking us to convey to the
workers in the faetories the assurance that the
workers in uniform will fight to the last for
Soeialism.

The military organization is also good. On the
19th inst., at a given point. I saw that 56 trains
passed in 40 hours, earrying soldiers to the front.
The soldiers have meat, vegetables, bread nearly
white, but aleohol, in every form, is strictly pro-

hibited. Tobacco is not lacking.,
Chief-Commander Boehm is a metal worker,
who rose from private to lieutenant; became Minj
ster for War under the Government of Karolyi,
when he rapidly carried out the demobilization of
1,700,000 men of all forces. He has now shewn

his skill in an equally rapid mobilization of the
Red Army.
_Comrade J. Alpary, who is with Dr. Bela Kun

'at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, thinks that
the danger experiesiegd by the Red Army in the
last days of April bas had a beneficial effect: it
has united the workers the more. He, too is
hopeful of final suecesa’'and sends greetings to the
workers of all countries.

With me are now 230 Italian Socialists who have
also volunteered; in our native country they may
eall us traitors; we know that we are amongst
brothers fighting for the only righteous cause.

for

uﬂmltunl machines, the “Lnngmmhinen Fa-
"Mlhn!mdﬂu pre:

tes

ij ﬂoldl. and, but for te menaiceé
Powers, the Hungarian people would be able soon
to produce ‘enough for its needs. Never has the
countryside been so intensively cultivated. and this
year the erops will be more -bundmt than ever be~
fo

‘I‘lpoke with Capt. Arcami, of the Ttalian Military
Mission, which has remained here, and he con-
firmed this view. Naturally enough; the Sdviet
Government’s chief care at the mament is the
formation of a strong Red Army.

The Commissaires for War, Fidler and Szanto,
together with the Conmmander.in-Chiet Bochm and
Commander Lnndely, and, of course, with the as-
sistance of trade unioms and vlnm politieal

groups, have in less than three weeks put together °

an army that can face the Czechs, the Roumanians,
ete.

Yeerdny 1 went with Morgari to visit the north-
east front and where we were ahout a mile from
the Czech position of Miskolecz. We crawled for a
while on \all-fours to avold being hit and in order

to study the gnemy position. ‘‘That night that posi-
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the ““lowly:"" that you }

(me the Juné ‘:_ New Republic.””)

EMOCRACY means ntiak equality of men,
’ but there can be equality of men except
on_the basis of equal dfgnity of function. - Prate of
equnlity as much as you prast; you never do con-

" sider those your equals who must ‘‘rise’’ out of

their status to yours. That every imelhgenv. work-
ingman knows, You say, ‘I was once a working-
map myself; I Teel mynelf one with the working
class.”
value.
there lurks & amug"
was born into the
beepme!” More than
sumption that you ne

that behind your words
cency. “‘Even though I
class, see: what I have
that: there is a hidden as-

udly belonged among

tinguished you from y
That is just the sort of 4
worker means to rid the ¥

every self-respecting
d of. ' He means to re-

“Ralk about ‘‘rising”’ from
the constructor’s roil-top
‘bank or the bar or the

‘<

Nobody takes .ypur statement at its face-

of steel, rather than Mr. Gary and Mr. Schwab, the

manual trades will become careers out of which
men do not need to ‘‘rise.’’

But this, you objeet, is to fly in the face of na-
ture. The lawyer's trade, you argue, is inherently
superior to the brieklayer’s. Just so the early mod-
ern military officer would have argued the impos-
sibility of equalizing the lawyer’s status with that
of the soldier. Was not the most incompetent
drunken general infinitely superior to even the
shrewdest man of law?! Lawyers as a elass, you
urge, havé a higher average of intellectual ability.
Pethaps; we shall have more light on this point
when we lay out as much effort on the general edu-
cation” of bricklayers as on that of lawyers. The
liwyer’s work sharpens the wits; the bricklayer’s
work is deadening. That may .be true or it may
not; anyway what most interests society is the
mental energy a man has over for disinterested uses
after the earning of his living, and the bricklayer
may have as much sirplus mental energy as the
lawyer when we end:the worhng day short of the
point of stupefying fatigue.

It is not proposed to' reduce all economic condi-
tions to a desd:level; it is-mot proposed to remove
the natural ineentives that dnwmmnatone
career and into her - All that d
qnireui-thtthnmmﬂtndushﬂlbevuwdnth
industrial M and freed from the servile
ineidents of ex fati and d wages,
wﬁ‘txhyou.mo(abﬂnydpddﬂndn‘

bition who have & personal- for. them
« may elect them- without, fie tthey are com-
‘mitting themsélves ‘to & role of .- That is

muwnhmw tc‘
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A New Ba51s for Ethics

(By Oakley Calvin Johnsow, in
“‘Proletarian."’)

HE psyehological importance of moral ideas
can scarcely be over-estimated—if at all. It
is amazing to observe the tenacity with which hu-
manity clings to what is considered right; but it
is even more amazing to note the celerity with
which humanity, after discarding a worn-out
ethical principle, declares that the new one was
right all the time but hagdn’t been discovered. And
all the time mankind is perfectly sincere in thus
standing for the Right and the Good.

It is these moral ideas that thwart and puzzle
the minds of reformers in all times and circum-
Some Pankhurst advoecates equal suf-
frage, and is pained to find woman after woman-
declare against her own political ‘‘emanecipation”’
because ‘‘woman’s duty is to the home!"’

No clear understanding of the nature of the
moral ideas pervading society is possible unless
based on a scientific analysis of the origin of

stances.

posed causes be carefully examined, and either
accepted or rejected. Accordjg to the older theo-
logians it “was God himself who told man the dif-
ference between right and . wrong, and handed
down from some Mt. Sinai the commandments
which minutely differentiated Evil from Good in
human conduet. But it was early apparent that
there were many gods, and that these gods did
not agree in such matters. Baal and Jehovah. for
example. were both diseredited. One after another
the divine rules became obsolete; Moses’ ‘‘eye for
an eye and tooth for a tooth’’ was ruled out by
Christ who declared for ‘‘humility and turning
the other cheek,”’ and mow our Newell Dwight
‘Hillis’s Lave shelved Christ’s dietum in favor of
““moral regeneration through ‘war,” and ‘‘hating
the Hun.””

The idea of divine fiat in the moral realm, not
being supported by facts, was laid aside by the
philosophers, and Human Reason appointed in its
stead. It is plain, asserted the philosophers, that
the laws of right and wrong are absolute, and if
we apply our reason we can find out what is eter-
nally good and what is eternally bad, then do the
one and abstain from the other.

The moral philosophers of today are very sure

of some, at least, of the absolute principles upon .

which morality is supposedly based. One prin-
ciple is that it is wrong to take life; but we take
the life of mosquitoes when they annoy us and of
trees when we want a house. The “‘eternal’’ prin-
ciple is then modified to mean, that it is wrong
to take the life of amimals that can feel pain; but
tigers can feel pain. Then the rule is confined to
humankind only; but we hang murderers and

living to make, were convinced that the booze
business is a divine institution, but the fact that
there were more people whose economic mhreltl
were injured than there w benefited by King
Alcohol led to the moral condemnation of the traf-
fic, and is rapidly leading to its overthrow; again,
songbirds are now protected by law, and it is a
virtue to build birdhouses for them and feed them,
while a few years ago they were sadly neglected,
and in many cases rewards were offered for kil-
ling them. But at that time the birds were ac-
cused of ruining the farmers’ fruit and grain,
whereas it is well known now that birds are per-
haps the most effective destroyers of insect pests
that we have. Thus does Economics dictate the
““truths” of Ethies.

It is not claimed here that liquors used for
heverages ought not to be abelished, or that song-
birds ought not to be protected; the point is that
moral ideas are very largely influenced by econo-
mic considerations, by the manner in which people
make their living. To the southern slaveholder of

_these ideas. This jmplies, of course, that -the sup-.. 1860 chattel-slavery-was right, and to the northern

factory owner of the same year it was right to
take the lion’s share of the produect of his factory
hands. Our capitalists teach the Boy Scouts the
doctrine of ‘‘unquestioning obedience,” because
docile workers are highly advantageous in in-
dustry; but the disillusioned workers in these in-
dustries agitate to ‘‘fan the flames of discon-
tent.”’ Great Britain and the former (German
Government. to give another instance. solemnly
justify themselves in their treatment, respectively,
of Treland and Belgium.

The economic factor in people’s conduect, il-
lustrated by these examples, has long heen recog-

nized. There ave, bomer‘.;%wo other factors that

plnyn.pnthlilwry ‘these are styled by
Enrico Ferri, the Tellurie and the Hereditary fac-
tors. respectively. The first refers to the physical
conditions of life on the planet—climate. geo-
graphical influences, and so on. Thus, industry
must be a virtue in a cold climate. but is super-
fluous In tropical - countries. The second. of
course. takes into consideration the influences that
come down to us from the past, and their inevit-
able tendency to modify to a greater or less ex-
tent the institutions, moral or otherwise, which
are grounded on the economic structure of society.
Thus, the inheritance of Puritans and Cavaliers
modified their social institutions in colonial
America. At any rate %ll these factors are ma-
terial causes of moral ideas; material and external
causes, not spiritual
Hence, the method of explaining history on fhese
principles is styled the Materialist, Conception of
History, or, more simply, Historical Materialism.
Emmgh has surely been said to show that

shoot our In desp our phil
phers finally apply the law to young children,
for it is an ‘‘absolute’’ moral prineiple that the
killing of young children is bad; but a Chicago
doctor lets a hopelesssly deformed baby' die. Oh,
well, persists the moral philosopher, of ecourse
there are exeeptions. But we insist that an ab-
solute prineiple in Ethics or anything else permits
of no conditions.

Now the true basis of moral ideas has been
scientifically analyzed and expued by the Soual

lism, which hes the iglist basfs of
Ethics, is not “‘applied Christianity.”’ Christianity
is essentially menphymenl and idealistic, while
Socialism is scientific and materialistic. But does
this mean that Socialists propose the abolition of
morality, of right and mns? Are we no longer
to have ‘‘high lduls‘l" This is not the case by
any means. Soeulisia do not abolish morllity, but

or supernatural or divine..

l W. LUNN'S STRONG FIGHTING SPEECH.

A Labor member in the British House of Com- °
mons, speaking of the huge ~expenditures on the
Army, Navy and Air Services, he said :

I suppose, he said this is because the Govern-
ment's Peace policy is at variance with their aims
during the war. Or is it because we must have
another war to destroy the Republics and the ob-
jects of revolutions in other countries. We have
to raise this enormous revenue because the policy
of the Government is not one of peace, but is ab.
solutely militarist and lmpenahmc By this Bill
we are to raise taxation to- find money to help
dictators like Kolchak to defeat the Russian re-
volution.

The Work of the Coal Commission.

Continuing, Mr. Lunn supported a Capital Levy.
A scathing description of the glaring class distine-
tions in the Budget. with its veiled tdxation of
necessities like sugar and tea, side by side with the
enormous gift of 40 per cent. reduction in the Ex-
cess Profits Tax to the richest and least deserving
classes, led Mr. Lunn to the bold declaration :

Our hopes lie more at the other end of this
building in the Royal Commission, which is ex-
posing the hollowness of our industrial system,
and which is exposing the rottenness of our
landowning system, and which is laying the
basis of future legislation. Robert Smillie and
his colleagues have won the undying gratitude
of the workers by what they are doing in that
Commission.

‘‘The Cup Is Full.”’
And, later, developing this line of thought, and
foreshadowing the possibility .of strong action by
hbor pohtically in the near fnmre, he deqlqred

Imndomdtnﬁonﬂinwhonitmiuné,
most members of this House, but I am sure, after
the imposition of Oonscnptxo‘n by this  Govern-
ment on the people, with the threat to use the
military in trade disputes, and now a Budget like
this, which is absolutely in the interests of the
rich man, the cup is full: and I hope, if our posi-
tion in this" House is not sufficiently strong ' to
break down the policy of the Government—and 1
speak as & loyal member of the Labor Party in

. these thmgs—we will withdraw from the House
and join hands with that organized industrial

_body in the country, to take whatever means are
. considered necessary to destroy the impositions
and restrictions this Govemmem is trying to
force upon us.

child—is ‘a direct result of the necessity for
spedu—pcrpetmty Species-welfare, then—not the
Egomm of Anarchists nor the Altruism of Re-
ligionists—is the broad basis for a sane- ethical
philosophy; and species welfare, of course, means
the sum of the material factors working for t.he
interests of the race.

Now it happens that the human race is divided,
into classes whose interests are diametrically op-
posed to_each other. ‘No reconciliation of these
classes upoanue We-must side’ either 'with the
Bourgeome or with ‘the Proletariat. ' But no

they point out that ‘it is relative, not ab

and they show conclusively the varying mterhl
forees by.. it is formed. Sinee the prevail-
ing ethical conditions of the present time are
shaped by the material of capitalist’

society, the proletariat, 'therefore, should ‘recog-

“njze the, fact, and_decline to be guided by moral
'muphwperhpondupunthmbyﬁdrm
Proletarian

eeonanie._,walhrgm bimrgodn in-
mmht&bﬁdmlchﬂmm

can ‘secure” the; highicst welfare so long as
it is divided into warring groups; and to side with
the Bourgeoisie means the perpetuation of classes,
_since Capitalism can not exist without a class to
exploit. On the other hand, to side with the Pro-
letariat means the ‘final abolition of classes and
with the advent of a classless society comes the
only possible basis for complete species welfare.
The highest montity, thenfore, is nnooml)m-
mising adhe .
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Past Class Struggles

(From the ‘‘Socialist Standard,’” April, 1919. )

1k break-up of the Roman Empire left Ger-
many cut up intv feudal territories with a
feudal lord over each. Then came the growth of
commerce which developed the wealth and im-
portance of the city burghers. The luxuries of the
East were brought West and enjoyed by the towns-
men into whose hands gradually certred all the
handieraft, art and luxuries of the times. This
placed the feudal lord at a disadvantage and
aroused his envy. He, who looked down from the
superior height of traditional regality upon the
lowbred townsman, found himself the townsman’s
inferior in wealth and splendour. He q ly
looked around for means to increase his wealth.
In those days the nobility lived in fortified
castles and surrounded themselves with trained

bands of retainery and soldiery. Their usual |

method of increasing the worldly possessions was
by issuing from their castles on marauding
expeditions. and lying in wait and robbing the
“fravellers” that paBsed through thEir territories.
Wm. Jacobs, in his ‘‘History of the Precious
Metals,”” writes of the internal conditions of
QGermany at this time as follows:—

Those countries under a rigid feudal system were
divided into various independent and petty sover-
eignties, all jealous of their neighbors, and fre-
quently embroiled with them. The roads and
rivers were insecure, and the protection cither to
property or persons passing along them, dependent
upon the interest, the caprice or the cupidity of
the various princes or nobles who ruled the several
minor dominions. : No protection was
afforded to intercourse, and commerce was conse-
quently almost unknown. (Vol. IL, pp. 23-24.)

' As time went on, ‘however, lying in wait for
ok Dy

: § Lecine less profitable, more
dangerous, and but a slow and doubtful way of
sequiring the necessary wealth to obtain the

- delicions luxuries enjoyed by the richumerchants.

Consequently the feudal princes and lords had to
cast about for other methods of raising the money
to purchase’the good things of the new life. Right
at their hands lay the weapon of conquest—the
further exploitation of the peasantry.

Karl Marx, in *‘Capital,” Vol. 1. p. 220, says of
these peasants:

Tn the 15th Century, the German peasant was
nearly everywhere a man who, whilst subjeet to
certain rents paid in produce and labor, was other-
wise at least practically free. The German colonists
in Brandenbourg, P , and Silesia and
Fastern Prussia, were even legally acknowledged
as free men.

These peasants had not sunk to the same level
of serfdom as the English peasants of this period,
although the degradation was soon to be aceom-
plished. They had stretches of common lands,
and under the system of corvee (statute labor)

they owed a comparatiovely smal] amount of labog,

and.produce to the lords.
‘With the growth of the lords’ appetite for lux-

. ury, however, the oppression of the peasantry and

e sel of their lands developed into
a system of bare-faced robbery. Their rents were
ctndilymreﬂedhwmonqmumdiﬂm&'
Documents were forged whereby the rights of the

wmenﬂ_aﬂodmdthdrduﬁuhenmd.

for the peasants,
affair. . In spite of
-general throughout

the nobles. They formed a league (the Swabian
League) to raise and equip an army for the pur-

pose of putting down the rising everywhere. While
they momentarily concluded peace with one army
they fell upon and destrbyed another. And in this
manner, by bribery, ehieanery, fraud, and force,
they destroyed the peasant forces peacemeal.

Each group of peasants formulated their de-
mands in the shape of a number of articles, but
eventually the twelve articles adopted by the
Swabian b g lly pted as
the basis of the movement. The principal demands
in these articles were:

1. Right of Electing their own Ministers.

2. Reduction of Tithes.

3. Abeolition of Villeinage.

4. Liberty to Fish and Kill Wild Game.

5. Restoration of Woods.

10. Restoration of Common Lands.

11. Abolition of Death Dues.

Here, as in England, the lords pursued their
time-dishonored methods of dodgery, promising

“Fedress until"the simple peasants had been put off
their guard, and then falling upon and slaughter-
ing them unmercifully.

Throughout the war the peasants were remark-
able for their forbearance, and the lords for their
feroeity. In spite of extreme provocation only two
cases of alleged barbarity could be quoted against
the peasantry. In one ecase a Baron von Helfen-
‘stein, who had achieved notoriety by his cruelty,
and who had massacred peasants by the dozen in
cold blood, was captured at the town of Weinsberg.
The leaders of the United Contingent (the peasant
army that eaptured the place) gave orders that he
was to be kept prisoner. but a section of the pea-
santry (some of whom had suffered personally at
his hands) had resolved upon his death, and he
was exéeuted. This aét was used as an excuse for
the atrocities that followed.

The United Contingent, making the same mis-
take as the modern workers, appointed as com-
mander a dissatisfied hanger-on of the ruling class,
a knight Gotz von Berlichingen, and after his
appointment the articles originally formulated were
gradually watered down. Like the modern labor
leader, he played the game of the ruling class, and
his vaccilating and treacherous policy largely con-
duced to the early defeat of the peasants in the
quarter where he commanded.

Eventually the lords succeeded, with the aid of
mercenary soldiery and a quantity of artillery, in
crushing the peasantry. A Then the wholesale exe-
cution of men, women and children became the
order of the day.

The majority of the leaders of the insurrection
were ecaptured, tortured. and wasted to death. or
died in prison. It is estimated that mnot less than
130,000 p ts were slaughtered during and
immediately after the revolt. ‘At least 100,000
were killed,”” says the ultwmervnﬁve “‘FAarms-
worth Eneyelopoedia.’® p. 4623.

It is worth noting that Martin Luther, the apostle
of revolt (for early capitalism) against Roman
Catholicism, opposed the peasants rising with all
hispower,mdmgguieﬂﬂlnthebctnyhdsl
with the insurrection was to exterminate the pea-
santry! He is reported to have written the follow-
ing sublime exhortation: ‘‘Crush them, strangle
them, and pieree them, in secret places ight
of men, he who ean even as one would strike dead
.2 mad dog.”” (“Eneyclopoedia Brittaniea.”” th
edition, article ‘‘Luther.”. 3 e

The German Peassnts’ War, like the WH\

Peasants’ Revolt, was but a Teaetionary movement,
an incident and an secompaniment of the gradual

] 1 BLATCHFORD RESURRECTED B

The local press is now capitalizing ~poor old
Robert Blatehford. It calls him the ‘‘great Eng-
lish socialist,”” and features a tirade of his against
the proposed general strike in Great Britain and,
of course, calls him’‘‘the great English socialist.””
The local windbags know so little about socialism
that they do not know the difference between a
socialist and a ‘‘god killer.’”” The latter job is
Blatchford’s speciality and he is pretty good at it
too. If he did not ‘‘get ahead of God,”’ he at least
got ahead of the God peddlers. Clemenceau is an-
other one. Robert is also a humanitarian in his
way, that is, within the limits of ‘‘dear old Heng-
land.” Foreigners! Nix. There are Liberal and
Conservative ‘‘God-killers”” and humanitarians
also. Soeialists have no monopoly of those virtues.

As to Blatchford’s argument that a general
strike, aimed to bring pressure on a government so
‘that it wiil change its policy on certain matters, is
an act of rebellion, might we ask what are votes

cast at the polls the purpose of which are to over-

throw a government from its position of power”
Applying Bob’s logie to this case, any government
might consider an adverse vote, say an overwhelm-
ing proletarian vote, as liable to put people in
power who would ‘‘break the nation,’’ and because
the government thought sp they would Be justified
in holding their position by the armed forces of the
state.

What is sauce for the goose is
gander.

sauce for the

It is a good piece more than half a century since
the reformer, Shaftesbury’s time, when the ‘‘pub-
lic'* conscience, which is prated so much about, was
supposed to have been awakened as to the sordid
conditions of life of the workers in Englagnd. Read,
however, the report of the recent eoal commission
as to the eonditions now, after mny generations of
parlismentary reform; A big = percentage of the
miners and their families are still living, erowded
in one-roomed houses, under unspeakable condi-
tions, without baths or sanitary conveniences. etc.,
and on great Ducal estates at that.

Robert. dear old Bob, why nine-tenths of the
Vancouver Reds once sat at his feet. Tt was  he
that first pryed us loose from superstitions of var-
ious sorts. And now he is come to judge, meta-
phorically speaking, from two thousand leagues
away—riding in the Boss’s chariot. Eheu!

Robert, in the flesh however. is living in his cosy
cottage amongst the roses down where clean
breezes blow, in pleasant leafy Norfolk.

In the hideous, exeoriated ‘‘Black’ country, the
miner and his boarder come home from their sub-
teranean toil, black and sweaty and weary, to strip
off before the family, for their ablutions in the half
of a barrel in the one-roomed houses' in the coal
camps and slave corrals on the Duecal estates of the
nation that Robert is so anxious about. 5

And Robert, he potters about amongst the roses,
and once in a while writes, to the Clarion or the
.Daily Despateh, in “lucid”’ English in the first
person singular, about his liver- his garden and
the Huns, and the Bolsheviks, and the young fight-
ing generation that he does not understand.

Of course! Robert and the miner have different

’

lie and the Duke of Hamilton.

points of view on many"things. So have Bob Smil-

then it was only to be preeipitated into a still worse
servitude—the servitude of the wage slave.
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labor officials.

There has beeh mentioned in gonneetion with this
strike, a third party called ‘“the public,” a kind
of mythical Mrs. Harris. “Let it be understood,
once and for all, there ‘‘ain’t no sich party.’” It
is said that in the next great capitalist war, that
there will be po neutrals. Same here. There are
no meutrals iif the war between eapital and labor.
Either you are for laber or you are against it.
There are only two parties to this strnggle Declare
yourself!

At this writing much confusion exists as to the
actual condition of affairs in Winnipeg. The ‘‘sane”’

| t is reported to have control of the strike

SATURDAY,..

Progress of the Strike

HE socjalist has few illusions as to the nature

of social institutions, because it is his busi-
ness to study them. The statesman has even fewer’
illusions about them, because it is his business to
use them. And the multitude—they are also being
disillusioned—by both the socialist and the states-
mans- Strange co-werkers fateful colaborators in’
these potent latter-days.

Observe the attitude assumed by the State in Can-
ada during the strike. From the very beginning
the statesmen have rangéd it on the side of the em-
ploying interests. -

The form of collective bargaining in dispute, in
what the self-styled patriots call the mother eoun-
try when it suits their purpose, has been recognized
for thirty years and the League of Nations con-
ference sitting in Paris has also made provision for
it in its Yet S Gid Rebertson,
in barefaced haste, jumped right in and denounced
the strike as an attempt to overthrow constituted

t. The elephantine boor had not the
w o even make the pretense of an énquiry, so
snxious was he to prejudice’ the eause of the
strikers, which was already heawily enough handi-
eapped, as is- always the case, through the whole
eapitalist press of two continenu misrepresenting
them.

The press, another -capitalist institution: We
shall not soon forget the shameful despatches from
‘Winnipeg, forwarded when the strike was but a
day old, of a Soviet established; of atrocities rival-
ling the Russian ‘‘stuff.’’ Keep in mind the name
of the calloused fabricator, G- C. Porter, notorious
“‘well-known correspondent’ of the {‘Vaneouver
Daily Province,”’ whose ““stuff”’ it still continued to
publish even'though the first two-column despstch
he sent through was proven an entire ‘‘fake-up.’’
- We will not forget, too, the petty interferences
of hoth provineial and municipal governments, nor
the designedly irritating activities of self-styled
citizens’ committees and leagues of various kinds,
financed and run by the same gangsters, and their
ineiting publieati inted in seab shops, and
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. distributed free. The Bolsheviki funds, the soviet

conspiracy, the failure of the anti‘foreigner pogrom,
the attempt to set the Canadian against the Eng-
Tish-Seoteh-Irish ‘‘combination,'” and_ last, bat not
by any means the malignants’ least disappok

‘Iaughs'best. And be <¢arefnl, that when

committee and declared the strike off, some reports
say conditionally and unconditionally. Bat in any
event the reports say that the rank and file are de-
nouncing the strike committee and refuse to go
back to work. Evidently there is queer work going
on, but whtever it may be, we hazard the guess
that the rank and file of the workers of Canada
will save the day yet and some people’s smiles will |
freeze on their smug faces. The last report in from "
the ‘“‘Peg’’"is that the railroad workers and run-
ning trades are still standing firm. Yesterday,
Vaneouver, by secret ballot, registered its will by
5-to-1. 3788 to 748 to remain out because of threat-
ened discrimination.

There is no manner of doubt that this strike is a
move on the part of the capitalist class of Canada.
Labor was left with no option; it was foreed on it.
But Labor is watching and learning and biding its
time. It has yet to move to the attack. The
checker-board is the world and the little tin gods
of the parishes do not realize that Labor has a
cause, a purpose, a historic mission to sweep the
board. Labor never loses. It is nearer its goal
than it was fifty years ago. Is not that so, mes-
sieurs of the money bags? In spite of the many
times your elass has laughed the winner’s laugh,
prematurely~ss it turned out, he .who. huhw
laughs at last, lest it be mdnmd with too much
bitterness.

In the meantime, fellow workers, stand to! These

What Did Lunn snd Hartshorn Mean?

Mr. Hartshorn’s spgech on Wednesday, May 14,
was significant. He spoke of the line of thought
which was bein; eneomged among -the wdrkers
by the reacti in Parli and which would
almost inevitably —lead from eonmtlmonll ];ro-
cedure to hods of a wreeking ch
of the Labor Leader may remember that he hinted
at the organization of a week’s holiday right
through the Labor movement upon such issues as
Conseription and Home. Rule for Freland. and sug-
gested the possibility of the whole party leaving
the House and co-operating with its colleagues in
the industrial world. How far Mr. Hartshorn spoke
the mind of his eolleagnes must be a matter for
speeulation, but I may draw attention to a speech
by Ir W. Lunn, -exactly a week later. He was

g inst the fl class distinction in
00 Budget, and in a sentence he linked that with
the question of Conseription and the threat of the
use of the military in trade disputes. “‘I am a
constitutionalist when it suits me,’’ he said, and,
emphasizing his loyalty to the Labor Party, pro-
ceeded to express the hope that the Party would
‘*withdraw from the House and join hands with
the organized industrial body to take whatever
means are considered necessary to destroy the im-
positions and restrictions that
upon us.”’ These speeches reveal the developing
fecling, at least among a section of the Parlia-
mentary men.

the cause. In effect, they stand committed to
social quackery, to all the trickery and gerryman-
dering of bourgebis diplomacy and polities and
when these fail, then to the last fatal recourse of
physical force. Fatal because, as the supporters of
adyingmulvstem,everynmctheymitthe:
wards the ““left,” that is, tnwu-ds the whmunht

it Much satisfacti is imnng

socnlmaythm,butletusbecarefnlmdukemto -

comrades of yours threatened with discriminati
and those young, fervent fighting men of yours
arrested and in the elutches of those filthy, foul old
men of finance, of trade and of polities; arrested
and in the dubious and twisted entanglements of
class jurisprad
Rally to their m!ypoﬂ! Close in!

Need for Socialist Education

The endless commereial competitions and the
futile wars between nations. the struggles between
capital and labor, unemployment, lnd the poverty
and uncertainty of livelihood amongst the great
masses of the people, are driving men to see more
and more clearly that these problems are rooted in
the structure of the capitalist system of production
itself,. and consequently, that it will take more than
a mere political revolution to solve them. They are

ideration the nature of the conditions ~ under *

which this drift has taken place. It will be seen
that they are such conditions as usually prevail, as
an aftermath of war. Disillusionment as to the
purposes for which it was alleged to be waged, dis-
appoiritment as to results, industrial and social dis-
organization and the 1 hardships endured
by those large masses of the people, who in the best
!ﬂmaqhvedwmbordpﬂngonthembnst;m
line. But there is danger of a reaction from this
swing to the left, should some temporary readjust-
ment alleviate in some degree the hardships now
endured, and as for the other factors, the popular
mind is notoriously fickle and its memory short.
More than one voice of warning has been raised
on this matter, as is evidenced by the eurrent
phrase. ‘‘November Bolsheviks,”” which is meant to
denote those who have been carried to the “‘left”’
on a wave of enthusi Enthusiasism is a fine
cmotion, but, a characteristic of all enthusiasms not

beginning to realize that the struggle between the * \empered by or ot founded on knowledge, h‘ﬂuir

workers and ‘the upihlm- class has for its conse--

‘ment, the rejested appeal to the d-soldiers;

q nmnl.., ion, and this mnot merely

all these will provide us with a steek of jibes and
Jeers for years to éome. mhbordouobjmh
Bowever, is the tampering with the wires and the
mails and thus ségregating it in localities to same
emmmdpmmﬁqgmm Menuo
nyﬂmtnoeﬁoﬁhﬁbun by the ts

b two great historieal elasses are involved in
mmcch.bmm«&mﬁw
fact, that the inevitable result entsils a revolu- .
tinnnyehn.ein.ﬁeblmdthndﬂmuhre.
qufghpﬂﬂenﬁatflﬁnzbouﬁmd the
ﬁn]nvﬂt,tndﬂle
mblﬁmthihmddamhufm
c-hiphthammd wmpurpou

"'ntpmdueﬂonfornle mmmmma

are being foreed.




THE DEA

HIS 1a the story of an incident in the attempt to over-
I ussia, by massacre. It

throw Bolshevism in R is

the story of the deliberate and inhuman killing of
men and women and children by the Czecho-Slovak and
Kolchak monarchist forces in Biberia. It was first made
known in this country by a brief and unrevealing dispatch
which appeared in the New York Times.

The whole dreadful truth has now come to light, and
the Death Train of Biberia stands revealed in its sinister
magnitude as one of the most horrible out upon
humanity, not merely of this war, but in all human his-
tory. The facts are these:

In the fall of 1918, the Bolsheviki took the ecity of
Bamara. It was captured from them a little later by the
Czecho-8lovaks, who proceeded to throw into prison
hundreds of Red Guards, and others suspected of Bol-
sheviki sympathies.

The city was soon retaken by the Bolsheviki.

And when

the Czecho-Slovak forces evacuated the city, they loaded *

these imprisoned Red Guards and Bolsheviki sympathizers,
together with all the other people then in the city prisons,
on a train, Fifty carloads of herded humanity, packed
as closcly as if they already were the corpses they were
intended and destined to become. That was In Septem-
ber. . . For six weeks the prisoners on that train did not
seo the light of day. except when the doors of the car
were opened to throw out the dead. This assertion may
meem incredible; but it needs' to be amended only by
the exception of u carload of women prisoners, wWho were
expressly kept for the uses of the officers of the convoy.
... The rest left the train only as corpses—and in that
six weeks eight hundred starved and frozen and pestilence-
stricken bodies were thrown from the train to rot. It
had become the Death Train, known all over Biberia, as
it must become known all over the world, as a symbol of
the blind hatred and flendish vengeance of the enemies
of Bolshevism.

After six weeks, it was halted at Nikolsk by some Ameri-
can Red Cross workers, who defled the authorities, held
the train against orders for six days, and rescued from
this' perambulating inferng some two hundred victims.
And- then (he train resumed WS dreadfal p: back
and forth acrosa Siberia. . . .

This Death Train, it should be remembered, is an in-
cident in the rule of terror exercised in Siberia by the
Czecho-Slovak and Kolchak forces, with whom the Ameri-
can, British, French and Japanese forces were, and are,
co-operating.

It is through the correspondence of these American
Red Cross workers in Siberia that the whole story has
reached America at last. We quote below some portions
of the diary of Mr. Rudolph Bukely, formerly an Ameri-
can banker in Honolulu, now with the American Red
Cross In Siberia. It is the record of a six-day interrup-
tion of this prolonged massacre. . . . We have omitted
certain portions of his story which deal with the heroic
efforts of the Red Cross men to relleve the sufferings of

H TRAIN

The Russian officer who was in charge of the train bas
—awzwu.m-um-mm
people have been subjected to such awful deprivation and

S R TR kiRl
~ .
) =
vising us that General Graves had had a long conference
with the J and Russl both of
whom had assured him they would do all in their power

to but this scems to mean very litsle.

sbuse. He tries 10 make the best story of it ble. They
were supposed to have been fed regulariy at the different
stations along the route, but often for days at a time there
has been’/no ome to give them even bread. Were it not for
the kindness of the poor villagers who, with tears running
down their cheeks, men and women alike, give them what
little they can afford, they would be absolutely without
nourishment.

“I have talked with a woman doctor (a prisoner on the
train) who was doing Red Cross work with Red
Guards. Sbe would have gdone the same work for any one.
A highly educated, intellectual woman, forty years old.
She has been on the train for weeks. I have talked to a
girl under eighte® years of age, beautiful, refined, intel
lectual. She was formerly a typist and bookkeeper in the
mayor's office at Samara, The oppositign party got in,
she applied for the same job and got it. Later the
authorities heard of her former occupation and she was
sentenced to six days in jail. She was taken in the great
net. She has been on this train for weeks, and unless the
Red Cross comes to her ald she will die on this train. All
the clothing she has on is a filthy blouse and skirt, a sort
of petticoat, a pair of stockings and ghoes. No coat, in
this fierce winter weather.

“1 have talked to a man"who has not the bralns left to
know the difference between a Red Guard and one of any
other color. is wife quarreled with another woman, who
evidently lodged a complaint. That night he was arrested
in hig home, accused of being a Red Guard. He has been
in the box-car for five weeks. He will die within forty-
eight hours. . . . I have seen them die, and the following
morning I have seen their bodies dragged out of the cars
ltke 50 much rubbish., The living are indifferent for they
the night, amd the doctor had discovered nearly all the
living to be suffering from diseases of different kinds, in-
cluding two cases of typhus. We have since learned
know that their turn will come next. ... While the
prattle about liberty, justice and humanity goes om, . . .
our are bound by ‘diplomacy.’ . . . We are holding
the train. That is the main thing. It should have begun

back toward Samara last night, but it has not gone
and I do not think that the Russian train officials will dare
to send it out with us on the spot all the time, opening
the cars ‘ourselves, talking to the prisoners, giving them
what hope of help we can, and taking
day. We are doing all this without authority, and in the
face of this horror we don’t care who cares.

tunate women who have been imy
awful conditions. They are treated better than the men.
men. You all know why. In one car are eleven women.
We have sat with them and talked with them in a mixed
jargon of French, Russian, and German. On the Inside of
the car hangs a plece of string. On it are four pairs of
owned by these eleven women. The floor s cov-

the victims, and we have some” in
italic type; otherwise the marrative stands as he wrote it
night by night after long days of unimaginable deeps of
horror. It is an y and utterly

story of a horrible thing which We believe the world will
soon forget.

day of Novemberi 1918, , I am at

< Jn’ the past two days I have

“% have been told ‘Russian prisoners from
German prison camps wrecked by starvation and tubercu-
losis. Onmly four weeks ag0, as a four-minute man, I was
preaching the doctrine of ‘hate’ Today, I humbly ask
forgiveness for ity thoughts of late, and pray from the
depths of my soul that I may be allowed to play my part,
though a small one, in trying to improve the condition of
men, their 80 that eome day
¢his emerge into the great Brothdrhood, and
that as I bave seen may become ble. ..
“x of box cars whose
forty animals

children; faces

miles through which- the train must have
passed at ‘weeks ago. Since then it has passed

ugh ool on and
on 1 through land where its

accursed, a

passengers found little food and lesy pity. . . .
It left Samaray. . in charge of some Russian
It had on board at that.time twenty-ome hun-
dred prisoners of all sorts They were apparently civil
prisoners. Some Were Bolsheviki, othess had been re-
leased from the prison at Samara, of them said
were the Bolshe-
control; and when
Csechs and Russian oc-
out the whole jail,

stricken

ered with refuse and flith.
ing it, neither brooms nor buckets. They have not taken
off their clothes for weeks. In the centre of the car is a
little wood stove, and there are pieces of wood and coal on
the floor, All around the sides of the cars run two rows

of on which the tnmates slecp at night and sit
hunched up by day. 'If there ever is.sny official food for

physical com I8 ¥ r, ‘since eleven of them
have a car which would acdommodate thirty-five mea
packed in as they are.

*“Two more days have now gone by. Since we arrived
a cooking car has been put on the train, with a large iron
kettle, and yesterday the guards claim to have given the

There are no means of clean— quarters.

‘“We are still holding the train and have made arrange-
ments with a Russian bath some three-quarters of a mile
from here to wash all the prisoners tomorrow for four
hundred and fifty roubles. They will start at six o'clock
in the morning and walk to the bath.

“November 22.—It is bitterly cold.
snow storm last night. . . .

“The baths are all ready and we are waiting for the first
contingent. In the distance, against the snow, we can see
a body of men advancing very, very slowly and with great
difficulty. Many stumble as they walk and have to be sup-
ported by the other prisoners. .. . .

“The first sixty have gone |n and now there is a fire
burning in the yard where the disgusting clothes are burn.
ing. Inside. the unfortunates have each been given a piece
of soap and are scrubbing themselves while the guards
carry out the clothes and put them on fire. The wagon
has arrived with eighty sweaters, four hundred and fifty=
pairs of socks, and one hundred and twenty pajamas.

“Tomorrow when this train pulls ount it will have nine
hundred and twenty-five Red Crosses on it bat I must still
call it the ‘train of death.’ There Is no use disgulsing the
fact that these people are nearly all going to die, for as
soon as the train shall have pulled out the old conditions
will return and there will be once more the corpses thrown
out day by day from each car. -

“November 28.—Today we leave for Vladivostok. We *
have done all that we could do. We have just_learned
that there are thirty additional cases of typhus in the
hospital and heaven knows how many on the train. We
have bought buckets and brooms for the cars, which will o
help a little, %

“Later I came down from Nikolsk fn a box car with
three American soldiers. It was bitterly cold. We had
no stove, but by alternately crouching together and then
at times wrestling and mauling each other around we
managed to keep fairly warm. We finally reached Vladi-
vostok at about nine forty-five. 1 am hoping that I may
be allowed to go out in Siberia with Dr. Rosett and hunt
for other death jrains. We may not have accomplished
much. but we at least saved a couple of hundred lives—for
a time. . . "

There was a heavy

s s o o

If any doubting readers still hesitate to believe that such
atrocities have been committed by the reactionary forces
to which the United States government has been lending
its aid in Siberla, we refer them to the officlal organ of the
Red Cross, the “Red Cross Magazine” for April, in which
appears the full account from which we have quoted the
excerpts printed above. There the whole story is told,
with photographs; and yet not the whole story, for it Is
stated in an editorial note that “propriety has demanded
the exclusion of much that is unprintable” {n Mr. Bukely's
damning record of the facts as sent to Red Cross head-
.. We are also indebted to the *“Red Cross
Magazine” for this further aufhentic information con-
cerning the Death Train. which 19 appended to Mr. Buke-
1y’s story: e

“Mr. Bukely's prophecy that the death train would stilt

be a death train was fulfilled. As it went on over the

Cross Commission on December 9, sald: “ande

stood that the train of prisoners would be taken about

ten miles from Nikolsk, on account of the unrest caused

there by its presence, and would be held at this distance

‘where we could keep closely in touch with developments.”
ber 6, h

prisoners a little soup. Ome kestle for
and twenty-five people, and the soup passed through &
window a foot by a foot and a half, by means of an old
rusty can! ... Yesterday ome of the women Wwas taken
out of one JT the cars by a Russian officer. He will return
her when the traln pulls out. . . . In this car is also an
‘emaciated creature that was once a man. He was a jour-
in the same car, She has a very few
the men stand they fii] the entire car.

the sides, the dead
best ‘We are told by the
half-past eight that three men had
and, the bodies had been removed.

what we saw:

*“Lying right across the threshold was the body of a boy
not over eighteen or nineteen years old. No coat, merely
a thin shirt, in such tatters that his whole chest and arms
were exposed, for trousers & piece of jute bag pinned
around him, and no shoes or stockings. What agony that
boy must have suffered in the Siberian cold before hie died
of filth, starvation, and exposure! And yet ‘diplomacy’
prevents us from taking charge and giving ald. But we
aro holding the train! N

“We climbed into the car and found twg other dead
lying on the
Nearly
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On D . Colonel , of the Rus-
sian Radway Bervice Corps, telegraphed from Harbin
that the train, now with thirty-eight cars of
had left Titsikar for Chita. Thus we had information that
the so-called train of death was again on
was being taken into Western Siberia. . "
*“The officers in charge of the train received a telegram
not to umload any of prisoners within border of
Manchuria, but to take ¢hem to Chita, and at Harbin the
officers were informed that the sick would be taken care
of In the hospital at Foveyordie, which is twelve versts
(about eight miles) west of Harbin. This was merely a
hoax to get the train out of Harbin. . ... Our next infor~
mation was that the train had gone west beyond Chita.
Another week (Dec. 16).

being
“On and on,
months the .

takes its cruel and incessant toll.”

To this account only one thing needs to be added, and .
that is a casual sentence from the Assoclated Press cable
dispatch of Nov. 22 to the New York Times:

To the Men of the Royal Scots:
Koutlas, Mondsy, Oct. 14, 1915.
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THE RED FLAG

PAGE FIVE

Stability !

NE outstanding characteristic of human be-
ings is their dislike for Any alteration in
the customs and habits with which time and cir-
cumstanees have endowed them.
Men plod along in their little ruts, to which they
have become adapted, and are seldom constrained
10 make a change until some new circumstances
eompel one. To put it briefly: Man is by nature
¢omnservative. His institutions refleet this peculiar-
ity. No change can take place until the material
eonditions needed for the success of the new order
have moved their existence by rendering the old
order unworkable.
Customs, laws, methods of production, and even
the very structure of human society itself change
when compelled to—very rapidly occasionally—but
for long periods of time they appear chrystalized—
stable. .
" The safistaction of Man’s wants is"the driving
force in human affairs. As long as the simple de-
sires of the great mass of slaves and the luxury of
their masters could be satisfied under the old slave
empires, these empires endured. While the serf
and lord could jog-along and live the life of their
fathers, feudalism was safe. And today, could
eapitalism but give the traditional allowance of
corned beef and caBbage, together with clothes and
shelter that ‘‘befits their station in life.”” to its
wage-workers—and prosperity and tranquility to
the business interests, no Bolshevism would menace.
(Nor would machine guns be flaunted in the streets
of Winnipeg.) ’

“ Capitalism ean not do this. It is not the young
and vigorous organism it onee was. Its stability
pested upon the ability to énsble those under its
swiy to live. Fhis it didwhile it wis expanding.
%ol ‘and sweat of ‘ité' Proletariat ould be shipped

%o the four corriers of thie éarth. in a word; as long

‘a8 commerce thrived, the machinéry of wealth pro-

duetion could be used, the workers could be ‘‘given

work,” and ‘capital could ‘‘earn’’ dividends.
” \!

(Panies and ‘‘financial stri f ve ex-
eepted of course.)
But while capitalist instituti PP d stable

prior to 1914, in reality its very substance had be-
oome rotten—physically and therefore also ethical-
ly’[‘he very means by which capitalism thrived—
“the commeres based upon exports of machinery and
goods to undeveloped countries inevitably capitaliz-
ed them and created new productive forces. This

scessaril lted in an i d of com-
modities offered for sale and consequently made
the struggle on the world market keener. At the
same time, having become developed, these once
backward countries could no longer function as
fields' for investment. This led to elu\:mo com-

0 " inl_--!— “d
moves against national trade rivals.
’ In World Politics. N
The 3 R PRSP BN in hniq of ‘in-

dustry, resulting in Av;gnor_mons inerease in the
amount of goods which the working elass prod

tradiction, coupled with the one resulting from the
creation of new competitors and a shrinking field -
for investment makes the smooth working of the
produetive forces impossibl

Imperialistic groups .developed out of the diver-
gent interests of the various capitalist nations, see-
ing no remedy for their clogged commercial ma-
chine but the annihilation of their respective com-
petitors, finally precipitate war. .

Since the divergent interests of competing and
expanding commercial groups are inherent in
capitalist society..the moment development gives
place to destruction its stability is a thing of the
past. The problem of keeping the productive forces
in operation was solved while the war lasted. The
armies were insatisble. The contradictions, how-
ever, far from being solved were rendéred more
acute. Under the pres: of war’s iti

ma-

“ chine production was further speeded up. The pro-

ductive capacity of the working class increased
and new stratas of the workers were forced into
industry. (Many industries that formerly em-
ployed but few women, and sinee the war, have
employed many, while thousands 6f small business
men, ruined by the war, today wear overalls.) In
fact, now that the war is over, (except- against
Soviet Russia,) the def of itali b
more glaring than ever. The demobolized millions
erowd the labor market, already glutted with mil-
lions of discharged munition workers. The com-
petition upon the world market, even though Ger-
many is temporarily eliminated, is just as keen as
ever whilst the financial structure has been weak-
ened by the issue of stacks of paper currency, and
the imposition of high taxes.

All these happenings have not been withgut ef-
fect upon the minds of the workers. “Many of the:
old concepts have been swept away. The methods
‘of our rulers have proved only too plainly that we
are not free. Orders in Council, Election Acts,
Conscription: hammered away at the comforling
belief that ‘‘our™ institutions were not tyranical
like those of otiuer countrics, whilst every event,
from the Alliance with Czaris: Russia—for Deins-
cracy of course —to the war on Soviet Russia fur
law and order (also of ocourse!) compels the
workers to realize the Socialist contention that
their interests and their aspirations are nd% being
considered, but that those of the capitalist class
alone determine the action of Governments.

In the last analysis, the stability of any class

-including espitalism, d ds upon the ac-
ceptance by the subject class—the workers—of its
ideas and institutions. Since eapitalism has foreed
the workers to rejeet its ethies and ideology it is no

HAIL TO THE PHRASE—MONGERS.

‘‘A Righteous Peace.”

‘“A Just Peace.”

‘“A Peace of Reconcilation.”’

‘“A Peace of Reconstruction.”’
““A Clean Peace.”’

““The War to End War.”’
‘‘Crush Militarism.””

‘‘Self Determination of Peoples.”
‘“A World Safe for Demoeracy.” RN 3
Ete, ete., ete.,—but before we forget!
“‘OAPTURE GERMAN TRADE"!

Continued in the Next Issue.

DEMOCRACY IN SIBERIA UNDER KOLCHAK.

Frederick F. Moore, late captain, Intelligence,
A. E. F, Siberia, hag this to report of Cossack of-
ficers with the Allies'in Siberia, in their treatment
of the Russian railway workers. He says, ‘‘they
would lead out batches of these warkers and flog
thein with iron rods until they were inert masses
of human flesh, bloody and unconscious on the
tracks.”

IRELAND.

The Walsh-Dunne report on conditions in Ire-
land, now available in its complete text, is as shock-
ing a document as any that has been ecalled forth
by the world’s present refapse into barbarism.- It
records a situation of utter horror in Irish prisons,
and of almost unbelievable brutality on the part of
the British authorities. Hundreds of men and wo-
men have been confined for months without charges
having been preferred against them ; hundreds have
been discharged from jail with broken econstitutions
and shattered minds as a result of thejr treatment.
Prisoners have been confined in narrow cells with
their hands handcuffed behind them day and night;
in thhmdlﬁnnthqm!dbyjﬂlm

nnﬂmwﬂhtdmmﬂuﬂtyhmﬁ-’ :

calls of nature, bther than to lie in their fithy
clothes. During the winter -and spring, prisbnérs
have heen showered with ice-cold water. and forced
to lie on stone floors in their wet clothing; many
of these died of pneumonia. The specific charges
of the report are geventeen in number; they are
enough to stop the mouths of those who prate of
civilization. The report was published in full in the
New York Herald of June 15.- Commenting on its
history, the Herald says, under a London date
line: ‘‘The report came here from Paris early this
week. Those who saw it were stunned. Publica-
tion was withheld by the newspaper owners, who
demanded that the Govérnment answer the charges
and publish- them simultaneously with the report.
This official denial was not fortheoming, and final-
ly the report appeared in a London newspaper. It

longer stable. ‘Today only the ecapitalist class and
its hirelings raise the cry for stability. In spite of
the lies of the kept press, an in i b

d England. At first, English newspapers
eould find but one word to use in answer to the
charges. That word was ‘lie.” Still there was no

ottheworkmmndiﬁngthnﬂleir'_‘“ de-

t denial. The following day another

mand % fundamental -change. The sacred coneepts
~of patriotism and 4 cy have changed into a

newsh rinted the report. Today it was print-
ed in full by two other Londen journals.”’

knowledge that as long as they work for wages on
behalf ‘of the-owners bf the means. of production,
1o solutiog for their bles. is ibl

‘wages as a meavs of Iivtihood. W
mined by the cost of production
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PAGE SIX

THE RED FLAG

Treatment of Soviet Russia

From the New York ‘‘Nation.”’

HE loathsome hypocrisy of the Administra-
tion’s Russian policy becomes clearer with
every passing week. On January 8,1918, Mr. Wil-
son declared that the treatment of Russia would
be the “‘acid test’” of our goodwill: and stated as
one of the Fourteen Points ‘‘the evacuation of all
Russian territory [it was Germany whieh held it
then] and such a settlement of all questions af-
fecting Russia as will secure the best and freest co-
operation of the other nations of the world in ob-
taining for her an unhampered and unembarrassed
determination of her own political development
and national policy and assure her of a sincere wel-

eome into the society of free nations under institu-

tions of her own choosing.’”’ Since that time we
have seen Russia invaded from at least three direc-
tions by American, British, French, and other Al-
lied troops, with Mr. Wilson’s consent. We have
seen public opinion in the [ruted States’ systema-
fically poisoned conremmg “Russia. with the con-
nivance of high-placed Government officials, and
Mr. Wilson has spoken no word. We have blushed
with shame at the perfidy and dishonor of the Sis-
son documents, and Mr. Wilson was busy elsewhere.
We have seen Russia invaded from the north to
meet the German menawe, and from the east to aid
the heroic Czecho-Slovaks. The Germans are dis-
armed. and the very existence of the (zecho-
Slovaks is all but forgotten, but American armies
are still unwillingly fighting in the north and in
Siberia.
L] L] L] L]

After honest and simple-minded Americans
had protested so loudly that the Administra-
tion no longer dared ignore their demands, we were
promised that our troops would be withdrawn from

Archangel- -and straightway a new foree of en-
gineers was dispatched to Northern Russia. Now
we read that ‘‘ Ameridan railroad troops are play-
ing an important part in the rapid advance of the
Allied troops southward along the Murmansk rail-
way.’’ Meanwhile our troops remain in Siberia,
and the War Department is recruiting 8000 volun-
teers for service there. An Associated Press dis-
patch from Omsk states that the so-called All-Rus-
sian (fovernment there has requested Major-General
Graves not to send American troops farther'into
the interior of Siberia, the desire being ‘“ to pre-
serve the existing friendly relations with Ameriea
which, in view of the American Government’s unde-
fined stand on Bolshevism, might otherwise be jeo-
pardized.’”” The Omsk Government need not
worry. Mr. Wilson has been ecarrying on war
against Soviet Russia for ten months, and General
Graves in a message to his troops, declares that
““‘the policy to be followed by our troops in any
country is one to he determined by the Executive.””
So much for Wi]sonian_Real—politik by comparison
with the old-fashioned theory that it is the business
of Congress to declare war. And General Graves
has apparently caught even the President’s phrase-
ology. for he adds that ‘‘every nation has its own
ideals and traditions which should be respeated by
all, and especially by guests, as we are.’’ Having
seized long stretches of the Trans-Siberian Railway,
we appear to be the kind of ‘‘guests”’ who make
their entrance by elimbing up the back porch. It
is hard to believe that the American people, who
are for the most part honest and kindly folk, ean
much longer stomach the Adminstration policy in
Russia of combined burglary and starvation, coup-
led with pious phrases. Thefe is surely honesty
and courage enough in Congress to put an end to

IN PETROGRAD NOW.

‘What a visitor saw recently—neither thieves nor
prostitutes—order and calm.

Jean Lonquet, in the Populaire of May 12, gives
the gist of an interview between himself and a
distinguished personage belonging to one of the
Entente countries, who had arrived only a few
days before from Petrograd, where she was sent
by her Government on an official mission. She had
been living in Russia for eighteen months. Lon-
quet asked: ‘‘What is Petrograd like! Is it true
that disorder, ruin, and desolation reign there? Are
the streets deserted, the few inhabitants famished,
the criminals triumphant, have the honest people
left?

‘“In the whole of Europe there is not at the pres-
ent time a single capital where order is so perfeet,
and security so complete, as in Petrograd. For
months past not a rifle or revolver shot has been
heard in the streets. I saw the Nevsky Prospeet
filled with thousands of pedestrians, of whom many
were evidently people of leisure, covered with furs.
On a sunny afterncon it was a very pleasant sight.
The telephone works well. Much better than im
Paris. The eleetrie light is on every night. Car-
riages and motor ears are running—but I suppose
they belong to the Government:’’

“‘Tt is said that the,shops are all shut?’’

“‘In the Nevsky Prospect most of the grocers”
and butchers’ shops are eolosed, because they
have been replaced by the Soviet and co-operative
shops. But very many shops containing objects
d’art. pictures. copper goods, and Japanese articles
are open, and bazaars, where one can buy every-
thing, are crowded with people.”

Lonquet asked whether the visitor had herself
tested the security of the streets. She answered:

Captains of Finance and the Engineers

Thorstein Veblen in the **Dial.”

N more than one respeet the industrial system of
today is notably different from anything that
has gone before. It is eminently a system, self-
balanced and comprehensive; and it is a system of
interlocking mechanical processes, rather than of
skilful ipul It is h 1 rather than
l. It is an org: ion of hanical powers
and material resources: rather than of skilled
craftsmen and tools; although the skilled workmen
and tools are also an indispensable part of its com-
prehensive mechanism. It is of an impersonal na-
ture, after the fashion of the material sciences, on
which it constantly draws. It runs to ‘‘quantity
production’’ of specialized and standardized goods
and serviees. For all these reasons it lends itself
to systematic control under the direction of in-
dustrial experts, skilled technologists, who may be
called ‘‘produetion engineers,” for want of a bet-
ter term.
This industrial system runs “on as an inclusive
omniudon of many nnd divem interloehng me-

hal 4

no nation and no community has anything to gain
at the cost of any other nation or community. In
point of material welfare, all the civilized peoples
have been drawn together by the state of the in-
dustrial arts into a single going concern. And for
the due working of this inclusive going coneern it
is essential that that -corps of technological special-
ists who by training, insight, and interest make up
the géheral staff of industry must have a free hand
in the disposal of its available resources, in ma-
terials: equipment, and man power, regardless of

open every night. At the Opera T heard Chalia-
pine singing in ‘Boris Gudonoy.’ It was filled with
spectators. of whom a great number certainly be-
Tonged to the bourgeoisie.”’

" *“And the socialization of women?!”’

She burst out laughing. ‘‘As a matter of faet,””
she said. ‘‘there are no prostitutes in the Petro-
grad streets. Formerly, in thc blessed times of
Tsarism it was one of the towns where there was
the largest number. During the three weeks I was
there I did not see a single one of these poor girls.
Other foreigners who have lived in Russia for
months tell me that the Bolshevik regime has prae-
tieally eli d this hid, sore of the capitalist

any national pretensions or any vested i
Any degree of obstruetion, diversion. or withhold-
ing of any of the available industrial forces, with a
view to the special gain of any nation or any in-
vestor, unavoidably brings on a dislocation of the
systein; which involves a disproportionate lower-
ing of its working efficiency and therefore a dis-
proportionate loss to the whole, and therefore a net
loss to all its parts. -

And all the while the statesmen are at “vork te
divert and obstruct the working froces of this in-
dugtrial system, here and there, for the special ad-

tage of one nation and another at the cost, of

nongtlem-lmnmchnwthtmedmwork-
ing of any part of it is conditioned on the working
of all the rest. Therefore it will work at its
best only on condition that these industrial experts,

production engineers, will work together on a eom- «

moh understanding; and more particularly on con-

the rest; and the captai tof fin age
nmpmuundhedlﬁon,udhmwm
mmyemhﬁ.mddninotmvwndh
wnnvendtother-t. So it
nppmr‘ the industrial system is deliberately
wmmmux

iﬂiuthnttbq.utmtwrkne-, P
‘whose constant su-

These technologieal specialists
pervision is indispensable to the due working of the

" industrial system eomstitute the general staff of in-

dustry, whose work it is to control the strategy of
pﬁuﬁnnhnondhhepmmddndm

, taetics of produetion in detail.

mm«.umqmwmmwm
the. eaptains of finanee can touch its mechanism;
and all the civilized peoples are sufféring privation
WWMMM«!M
mmh%mmhw«;mm
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regime. You do not see any police in the streets,
only members of the Red Guard, who hardly ever
have oecasion to intervene.”

‘“But is it not true that the people are dying of
hunger?”’

““The Allied blockade has certainly caused eruel
sufferings to millions of innocent people. But ‘the
excellent organization of the Soviets and eo-opera-
tive societies has largely relieved this painful situa-
tion. Several times I went with a friend to the
market. We were able to procure a shoulder of
mutton, veal, carrots, potatoes, and even butters
which was certainly rather dear at 140 roubles a
kilo. It is rather difficult to caleulate the value of
a rouble as its worth depends on its kind. The old
roubles are worth more than those issued by Keren-
sky; 140 roubles are warth sbout 30s. At the eo-
operative store we were able to buy a goose, =
sueking pig, and honey. In the forty Soviet res-
taurants you eould get for 3} roubles (about 93d.)
a2 simple meal, but sufficient, eonsisting of eab-
bage soup, fried ﬂ, and bread, black but eatable.
At the ‘Cq formerly a resort
of the aristoeraey, but now socialized, the food was

"good and the tablecloths white. On produeing =

mediedurﬂﬁﬂhmmmnonm
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' PAGE SEVEN

BRITIEH LABOR LEADER IS OUT FOR
REVOLUTION.

(By Thomas Geggie, Special to the Province, Copy-
right. 1919.)

LONDON, June 24 —Robert Williams, president
of the Transport Workers’ Federation of Labor, in
a demonstration at Southport yesterday, made
clearer statement regarding the aims of the ‘“Triple
Allisnce’” than any other Laborist has yet per-
mitted himself to express. He said the national
eonvention would be ealled to decide that if trade
union leaders refused to lead, the workers would
themselves act. He wanted the revolution peaceful,
if possible, but the cause was worthy of the saeri-
fice of many lives.

Referring to the government’s resources, he said
the army at present could be depended on but was
less reliable and the police more revolutionary.

““Churchilk=the Blenheimr~pup, the welkeiled
weathercock. denied there was war going on with
Russia, the damned liar that he was. Never mind
about constitutionalists, we will make a constitu-
tion of our own. Soviet Government or Bolshevism
was only Socialism with the courage of its con-
vietion.”’

“REACTIONARY POLICY’ CONDEMNED BY
LABOR :

SOUTHPORT, Eng., June 27.—British. French

and Ttalian Labor rep ives have decided to
make a general demonstration on July 20 or 21. to
protest against Allied intervention in Bussia. This
sonouncement was made by Arthur Henderson.
British Labor leader, at the Labor conferenee here

3 G

d that.the dem« i

mpt to P the g

Europe from adopting a reactionary policy

throughout that eontinent.

It would be left to each country, he added, to
h d jon would take the

Clippings From the Press

I
Kerensky’s Manifesto.

Kerensky, Avxentiev, and other members of the
Constituent Assembly, with the Paris section of the
Union for the Regeneration of Russia, have issued
amanifesto, dated May 16, against armed inter-
vention, and in particular against supporting Kolt-
chak.

. Koltchak.
" From the Times, December 9, 1918 (Omsk Nov-
ember 30, from our special correspondent :)

‘‘Admiral Koltchak yesterday made some.inter-
esting observations on the subject of his poliey and
political beliefs. As regards the Constituent As-
sembly he takes the bull by the horns and throws
it over altogether . when once normal con-
ditions are restored, the admiral believes that a
national assembly ought to be convened, not the
Constityent Assembly, but one more tyuly repre-
sentative of the people, after which could be formed
a government corresponding with national in-
terests.””

This evidence is particularly interesting at a
time when a wild Press propaganda is being con-
ducted in favor of Koltchak being recognized by
the Allies as the one democratic ruler fitted to
govern Russia in the people’s interest!

French Troops in Russia.

H ite- May 20, p a letter from a eor-
respondent, who was in the French force at Odessa,
protesting against the use that the authorities tried
to make of the French troops sent to Odessa. He
says that although they were told that they were
going to Odessa to act as police they were really
sent there to make war and to provoke resistance
to the Bolsheviks. However, the plan failed. as no
one would advance. - ‘I ean not' give you details
on this subjeet we only desire one thing—
that is, to come back to France.””

ERTY

HOW CAN CZECHS BE REPATRIATED?

PARIS, June 24.—The transfer »f 60,000 to 70.-
000 Czecho-Slovak troops to their homes from Si-
beria is now becoming a pressing problem for the
Entente. These soldiers. exhausted by years of
fighting, are so eager to return to their newly-
formed republic that their usefulness in Siberia is
questionable. Some of their regiments have be-
come infected with Bolsh and a g 1 spread
of Red ideas is feared if the men are kept from -
their homes another wintef. ¢

The problem of transporting the Czeehs via
Vladivostok and the Mediterranean is a difficult
one. It has been suggested that they mgight be sent
westward over the trans-Siberian line and given an
opportunity to fight their way through the Bolshe-
viki in Russia. Military experts on Allied staffs
are apparently confident the Czechs could cross
Russia if provided with supplies and given permis-
gion to make their _way w weshrlrd tod their home
land.

WELCOME SIGNS

- A

There are signs and indications that the left wing
of the Parliamentary Labor Party is asserting it-
self. The Partv in the House has given cause for
great disappointment among the more energetic’
rank and file in the eountrv. snd if the work in
the rountry is to be maintained and the enthusiasm
of the vounger men and women retained. the action
of the Parliamentary Party must be quickened. On
matters of grave international importance, the
Party has heen too long inactive. Tts protest
against the Peace Terms (which violate all the
prineiples to which or d Labor has given sup-
port) ean not he deseribed as strong. and its gen-
eral attitude, while sound upon purely industrial ,
questions, is weak upon the larger political issues.
But it is satisfactorv to note the development of a.
strong note in the debates.

Some Sidelights for “Citizens”

t0 stop operations in Russia.

There was a heated dis over the k
which was passed on a card vote by 1,893,000 to
935,000.

PROTEST AGAINST ACTION IN CANADA.

LONDON, Jmﬂ.—mhh!hﬁyeonlm

Divide and rule. The foreigner dope fell flat,
the soldier’s response to the call of prejudice and
passion was a heart-breaker. Gee, the dividers and
rulers will never get over that. Wonder if the
Canadian will fall for it. If he does not—all is lost
Matilda. We know a whole lot of them, but they
are all reds. And that means they are birds too wise
to be caught with that old-fashioned bird lime.
Stay though: Wonder if that gink who writes that
simple “‘stuff’’ for the Citizens’ League is sabotag-
ing on them?

L] L [ ] L]

The Vaneouver Citizens’ League had better get
some more money from the banks and get out a
special edition of their organ and send it to the
'Old Country to frighten the miners there. Bob
Smillie has been booked by them as the first pre-
sident of the British Republic. “But then that low.
down Seotch—English—Welsh—Irish slum 'pmle-
tariat are Hable to do things that would shock a
high-bred Canadian. Better go over in a body and
stem the breach. The m vi!l ook after things

Appropos of the abuse of the strike leaders in
Canada; by what is truthfully termed the “‘kept
press,”” and its fawning adulation of what it terms
the ‘‘sane’’ element of organized labor, the follow-
ing, by Jerome K. Jerome, in the London ‘‘Common
Sense,”” for May 31, is interesting. Referring to
the ineident of the labor leaders, Henderson and
Adamson, lunching with Lloyd George, he says:

“Do Messrs. Henderson mdAd:maonthinkﬂ.:\ey
are invited thege for the sake of their fine eyes?
Can not they see through the game? The rank and
file of their foll more insight. and
Iaborhndmwﬂlhavewuakeupﬁdrninb
vhether they aré going to serve Liberty or Dora.
It is an old trick, this of our rulers—this cordial
shaking by the hand, this kind patting on the
shoulders of the Labor Leader who looks as if he
were going fo be dangerous. ‘‘Won’t you come
into my parlor? Won't you take the easy chair?
And don’t you think you can help your people bet-
ter, say, as President of our new Department for
{he Improvement of Things in General? Or as See-
marytonnrmrnou\loflkﬁtni" It was 3
Mhhh&%ﬂ&ﬁﬁ.ﬂ‘lm'

¥iglitly, who was once asked what hsp-
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WILL THE PEASANTS LEAD THE WAY? I

(Being part of an interview with the General Sec-
retary of the English Agricultural Laborers and
Rural Workers” Union.) :

Walker’s Challenge to the Farmers.

When I mentioned the lament of the farmers
over the ‘““exorbitant demands’ (to use the cur-
rent phrase) of the land workers, Mr. Walker re-
plied:

I am not eoneemed'lbout the ery of the land-
lord and the farmer that ‘“‘we can not pay.’”’ Far
better that any industry that can not provide
for the workers in it a living wage and proper
conditions all round should go out of existence
altogether. But agriculture can, must and will
yield to the worker that to whiech he aspires.

If the industry has reached a point at which
it can not do what we ask, then, we say, let us
haye an ihquiry and get right down to the rock
bottom and find out where we are.”’

The General Secretary of the Agricultural Labor-

“~#r¥ and Rural Workers'inade it“fuite clear thit he
thinks that what is good for the miners is good for
the land workers.

A -enu of such exhaustive inquiries as the Coal
C is engaged in throughout all the in-
dustries would certainly produce results of im-
mense value, but especially in agriculture.

Mr. Walker proceeded :

'l'hztmblembemtoformiuhon. It
may be the want of co-operation. It may be that
the industry is earrying too many passengers.
But let us find out where we are, and organize
not in the interests of the few but- as a premier
industry, in the interests of all.

Mr. Wa'ker would not have readers of. the Labor
Licuder believe that the agriculturs] labgrers - are

* goneérfied Gnly with a bresd-apdbuttér struggle.

““There is no movement,”” he said, ‘‘that has
eater and higher ideals than that of the agri-
yaltural workers. For instanee, there is no class
of worker vhonwntdungwn.hmm astuteness

and k the devel itustion in Russia,
nndthmw-mqnmntﬁeNnﬁmlCon-

which ted more enthusi than the
fe to the Russian Revoluti and the

workers’ duty to support it. Ap-rt fmm all
other matters, we have 1|
hthcpoﬁqoltbe%vhumdedmgmtbthe
1land question itself. .
"I-npleueddsntnthink that it was the
~ TLaborers’ Union who first tabled a

"Aldonthe

thdinld-x."

“We Shoot Them’

The Metropohun Magazine is running in serial
form the experiendes of Col. Raymond Robins in
Russia. William lard is responsible for the form

in whieh these are sét down in the magazine. The.

June issue earries the first installment of Robin’s
experiences which commence prior to the Bolshe-
vik Revolution.

We extract the following from the June issue as
an example of the workings of the military mind
and its attitude towards the peoples movements,
British. French or German, it is immaterial, th\
military mind rung true to type. -

Col. Robins and Col. Thompson, heads of the
American Red,Cross mission, eould see no way of
keeping Russia in the war except that the Allies
recognize the Soviets under the leadership of
Kerensky. To test the feeling of the Allied Govern-
ments on this matter, they called a meeting of the
Allied representatives in Petrograd; with what re-
sult the following will show: ™

Colonel Thompson decided to test the Allies out.
He invited certain Allied representatives to meet
him in his rooms at the Hotel Europe. They came,
and they expressed the sentiments which were the

~Colonel Th

by mak-

ing a brief statement of tina'ui' and of the in-

stant need of action. Then General Knox took the
floor.

General Knox was not interested in the Soviet.
He wanted to talk about the Kerensky Governmut.

He did so. He d the Kerensky

ment’s historic frailties and futilities, at length,
Everybedy present knew them: but General Knoy
wished to remind everybody present. In partieular
he seemed to wish to ind General Neusloch

sky and Mr. Soskice. He left nothing out. At any

rate, he seemed to Robins to leave nothing out.
But then General Niselle took the floor. He re-
membered several faults of the Kerensky Govrm-
ment which General Knox had forgotten. He men-
tioned them. With the Soviet knocking at the
ramparts, General Niselle remembered all the
troubles inside the ramparts. General Judson, the
Ameriean general, was, as will appear in later im-
stalments of this narrative, an entirely different

sort of person. General Niselle, bound by the

chains of his environment, seemed to remain a per-
fect mdoorpenan.lo the finish. He finished by

final sentence of death in the K ky pter in
the history of Russia.
At that meeting, at half past two in the afternoon

g the Russi
and by expressing the view that Russian soldiers
were cowardly dogs.

Both R present, General Neuslochowsky

of Friday, November 2, 1917, there were p
the following men:

General Knox, Military Attache to the British
Embassy at Petrograd and Chief of the British
Military Mission.

General Niselle, holding the same position at
Petrograd for the French.

General Judson, holding the same pontlon for
the Amerieans. *

News From Great Britain

LONDON, Eng., June 26.—During the parlia-

mentary vacation there have been rebellion in

1 British d denci ch as Malta—and
peated riots and in British and col

and Mr. Soskice, left the room. They would. listen
no longer. They departed red, and also leeing red.
They were through.

But General Knox was not through. He entered
on a colloquy with Robins which I think I can
exaetly reeite.

General Knox was thoronghly honest, thoroughly

mﬂnarymmonmthevorldougmwm:
every morning saying: ‘‘Unless you go outdoors
today, among the common people of the country to
whieh you are accredited: you will be dismissed at
nightfall.””

General Knox said to Robins: ‘“You are wasting

military camps. Perhaps the most serious reported
was at Camp Belmont, in Surrey, where 4000 men
refused to obey orders and two battalions of regu-
lar army troow.in fighting equipment ‘were called
- .

About 400 mutineers were put under military ar-
rest and 1800 others were marched off under guard
and shipped to other camps. At this camp the men
had organized committees among the privates, and
for eight or ten days these practically took com-

Colonel Th ’s money.’"

“lf!nm General,”” said Robins, he, knows all
about it.”

“You should have been with Kornﬂoy *  gaid
General Knox. '

“You were with him,’” said Robins.

The General flushed. ““Well,”’ he said, “‘that ef-
fort may have been premature. But I am not in-
terested in the Kerensky sort of government. Tqo
.wesk. What's wanted is a-military dictatorship.
" What’s wanted is Cossacks. Th-opeoplonnd s
whip. A dietatorship’s the thing.”

Robins expressed the fear that they miglht get s
dietstorship in Russis-quite different from the kind
of dietatorship General Knox was thinking of.
‘“What?’’ said the: General.. ‘/You megn Lenin
and Tretsky? M? Mwbuxh’k'
Mmmmm.m-n.l'nﬂl
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_probably by, this |

military disaster at Tarnopol,




