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most incredible, were they not so well | 1
attested. It were well that they should not be allowed
to pass without serious comment and deep consid-
eration.

Those who have ever read “The Tale of Two
Cities,” by that mastér painter of types, Charles
Dickens, cannot have forgotten the story of the elder
d’Evremond’s crime against the helpless bride of one
of his serfs. Now, it is remarkable that in reading
that chapter, written with Dicken's most consummate
art, what most profoundly: impresses us is not the
black wickedness of the cruel and sensual lord, but a
conviction that this particular tyrant and debauchee
stands as a type, a representative, a personal incarna-
tion of the spirit of his class. In that foul and obscure
crime; we see the historical justification of the Red
Terror that was to come, The inexorable woman who,
in‘after years, sits calmly knitting while she counts the
titled heads that fall under the guillotine is, we feel,
the apprcpria[e. the right and inevitable sequel to old
d’Evremon

We are nglu in so feeling. “No man lives unto
himself alone.” Our crimes and our virtues are not
purely individual matters. D’Evremond’s guilt was the
guilt of his class; the revenge of the Defarges was the
Tevenge of their class. However it may fail to square
with traditional teaching or with ideas of abstract
justice, this is the lesson of history.

Let no one imagine that the punishment of three
or four men in Paterson, however speedily and im-
pressively accomplished, will avenge or atone for their
heidous crime or will prevent the repetition of i
crimes. They were not alone guilty, nor was Jenny
Bosschieter alone the victim. There is, indeed, no
court of law that can listen to the acusation of the
tworkers against the ruling class. But there are higher

s than courts of law—and they work more slow-
but more surely.

‘We would rot' be misunderstood:  Not Ji-a
“moment do we suppose that there are many MeAllis-
ters among the capitalists. There were not many
-d’Evremond’s, among the old nobility of France, nor

. Legrees among the slavcholders of the Old South.
But it was by these, their extreme products, that these
ruling classes had to be judged at last

ere is a most distinct social lesson in this Pat-
erson case. It was by no accident that the Paterson
criminals all came from the higher ranks of society,
and that their victim was a poor mill girl. The one
consideration that saves the strongly attested story
of the crime from being morally incredible is the well
known callous of the seli-styled “better classes’
to the welfare or t he suffering of those whom they call
the “lower cla:

Ask your
will tell you that it
you most convincing reasons for |
best of his class, the “ref *and “crusaders.”
not think of putting an end to it, but only of restrict-
ing or concealing it. Do you flame out in rwhtwu
indignation against this infamy? Your
friend smilingly puts you down as a “crank
Maybe hc hm\nl( does not know the reason, but

ter and daughters are safe: it is m\l\
sisters and daughtgrs, oh workingman, who are
in danger of this-earthly damnation.

Show your capitalist how many workingmen are
murdered aj their work by sudden accident on the
railroad or’in the mines, how many thousands of
workingmen and workingwomen are slowly murdered
in mill or factory, how they are poisoned in their
tenements, how their thklrzn nrc stunted in body
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conclusive answer is that d\\ dends cannot olherwxse
be paid.

We cannot expect -a ruling tlats to \mderslznd
or feel for thé sorrows of those they rile. They are
bound, almost te a iman, to be c_\'uical and ull_ous4 fo
these things. And if the best can pass by prostitution
and child laboraas “necessary evils,” what shall we ex-
pect of the worst?  What but crime like that of Pat-
erson?

Punish. those individuals by all means. But never
think that you have thus removed the cause. You
will have removed a minor, proximate cause of crime;
But, you will have left the greater, ultimate cause un-
touched. That will be removed only when class rule
is at an end.

No, we do not expect the “masters, lords, and
rulers” to understand or to feel. We call to the vie-
tims, the subject, the disinherited, the toilers, to arise
and case off their rule. Do we preach “class hatred,’
then? Well, we shall not quarrel about the word ; but
class struggle assuredly we do preach.

The British are runriing Italian anarchists out of
England, while the Boers are running the British an-
archists out of Africa—DMissouri Socialist.

In discussing the Cuban- constitution Gen. Sanguil-
Iy said, “If we do not invoke God. whom can we iri-
voke>" Ts it possible he has never heard of Mark
Hanna ?>—Saginaw Exponent

length and breadth of the land.|
ave been revealed in naked detail"are

e . ioners of

ority. e latter are taking advamage— “of certain
e“snng laws. passed at a tmle when the present de-
velopments were not foreseen, which appear to safe-
guard their operations.

Morgan, Rockefeller & Co. are, when you come
down to hard pan, a handful of persons who lay claim
to great possessions. Their sole strength and impor-
tance consist in the willingness of the rest of the Amer-
ican nation to admit nhn validity of this claim. But
this claim has no basis in natural right. The gentle-
men in question never have done, and, it is.needless
to add, must forever be incapable of doing anything
to entitle them, in equity, to the possession of the val-
uables they ascribe to themselves nd their teriure
of the property rests solely on their _demonstrating
that they can and will administer lhun in such a man-
ner as to ensure the greatest good to the greatest num-
ber. As soon as they cease to demonstrate this, or as
soon as any one else demonstrates that their tenure

ostile to the common interests, they will be
\Irlppgd of their holdings, and the latter will be ad-
ministered in such manner as the commonalty may
deem most expedient.

It would be irrational, meanwhile,
mosity against Morgan, Roc
ate from the natural resources with which lhu' deal
and the natural process of industrial and social evo:
lution which they illustrate, thewr own, private, per-
sonal equation, and you will surprise yourself in see-
ing how almost nothmg the letter appears.

The earth bears iron, coal and oil ; science discovers
methods for getting out these materials and manu-
facturing them and transporting them to market ; civ-
ilization creates an orderly social organism whcreh,,
in_return for observing certain formalmm a man is
said to own material property—and it is only after
these conditions have been enumerated that the share
in the matter of Morgan, Rockefeller & Co. bcgms‘
Obyviously, nothing could be more insignificant. It is
hardly more than automatism ; they are helpless crea-
tures of circumstance and environment. In their
place, most men would have done like them. Neither
they nor any millionaires have been persons of more
than average intelligence,

But even suppos

to feel any ani-
& Co.

¢ them to have been giants of
ility, still their excess of fortune would be out of all
proportion with their deserts.  An individual is valu-
able to the community in so far as he can perform
some use which no one else can do so well. Judged
by this standard, Morgan, Rockefeller & Co. would
be dear at, say, a thousand dollars per annum. Here
they are, .however, and we have no grounds for as-
suming that they are not doing the very best they
know how. It would require a man of more than Na-
poleonic genius, indeed, to do anything else—to- use
their wealth for vicious ends. The utmost that they
end selfishly is a mere drop in the bucket i
e. They must expend
the remainder in the conduct and creation of more
industrial enterprises.

It is plainly to their interests to do this work in a

i They may
be trusted to study their interests in this as in other
things, and their only weak point is that they may
lack he ability to move the big machine w Tha
is a very weak point, to be sure; but,
now, it would be irrational and unjust to blame them
for what they cannot help, owing to their human lim-
itatons.

But though we need not blame them, we
ertheless see fit to relieve them of their functions.
whole phcnonn.non of allowing vast mdusm»s t
into the hands of individuals is an accident of ci
evolution, and it is practically certaipn that it will turn
out to be injudicious. We permit-the experiment to
be tried, but we are already doubting its expediency,
and it is dollars to douglmms that we shall ere long
decide against it.

The ab]echanable elements are not so much on the
industrial side as on the human side: e coal
mined, the oil is refined, the iron is mannfal:mrzd
but tens of thousands of men gre pl on the pay-
rolls of certain individuals, who, so long as the
ent laws are enforced, have power of Ilie and death

over them. This situation dm not favor the, devel-
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at least greedy men,
 bribed to betray their

unt w:ll serve to per-

~ And the moment the public is

vi that the courts ,and the Supreme Court of

he United States with the rest, can be or has been

ught by uplullss, at that moment all law of human

g will be in deadly peril, and the people will re-

um to natural law and repossess themselves of their

This peril may be more imnnnent than might be

pposed, because men with unlimited powers of brib-

efy at their command, and with ends in view which

do not harmonize with public convenience, are

sfrongly tempted to control legislation and ‘govern-

riﬂul procedure in matters of even trifling (com-
pi

mal

tive) import.

The more plainly this tendency of capital is recog-
nized the nearer is the doom of capitalists. And-it
shangcl) happens that great combmanuns of capital,

ke this of Morgan, Rockefeller & Co., though they
seem at first sight to favor the powers of the latter, in

lity lay them open to easy destruction. For we re~
ember that Burke said that an indictment could not
be brought against a whole people. In the same way
we perceive the obstacles in the way of holding to ac-
count a large and largely unnamed and unknown
group of capitalists. But if this group is reduced to
two or three the obstacles vanish.

Socialism, which is closely watching the trend of
affairs, would see here its best opportunity. It is safe
o say that nothing could better have pleased Social-
i8ts than the transaction which has just been consum-
nated between the great capitalists controlling the
oal, iron and-oil industries of this country. When
hey are ready to strike they will know exactly where
fo aim their blow. Mr. Morgan and Mr. Rockefeller
ave only one neck apiece, and there are millions of
lamp-posts at hand. ' Of course, it may not come to
hanging; probably not; it is to be devoutly hoped
hot ; but it may. And if it does, then Morgan; Rocke-
feller & Co. will be found to have themselves con-
tructed their own gallows.

There would be chaos (or a while; but when society
Feorganizes itself it would be found that private own-
‘ership of great industries would have received a final
discouragement. That will be the upshot, whether it
be reached by violence or by peaceable common agree-
ment. All visible signs point in that direction. In
the latter case, the transcient reign of chaos would be
avoided.

Meanwhile, as we began by remarking, the rapid
evolution of the drama is full of interest. Mr. Car-
negie | whether from wise foresight or for some

sagacious re: i name from the
cast, and has thereby only rendered the imminent ca-
tastrophe more poignant. Mr. Morgan is stubborn,
bold, and by far the ablest actor in the scene. Let us
<ee what he will do next!

Onthe Way J» e

To Socialism.

The Standard Oil Company is gobbling up the Tex-
as oil-fields.

Horseshoe manufacturers organized a pool, only

one large concern remaining on the outside

Another international combine has been form-
American and Canadian concerns have been

milated and- several British concerns are to ‘be
joined with them.

A rew apparatus to turn out-electro-engraving is
bemg put on the market. One man can do work in
fifteen hours that formerly required a month, and the
most delicate -details created by the hand of the artist
are préserved.

“The American-Cuban fruit trust has just gobbled
up, 108,000 acres, or 300 square miles, of the most
fertile land in Cuba. This is only one of its tracts.
The trust will also control warehouses, steamships,
c., and it is the intention to secure the Eastern mar-
ket and drive out California products.

A Chicago dispatch says the Morgan-Hill-Rockeiel-
 ler railway combine has notified the express compa-
mes that their contracts will not be renewed after they

opment of i and
Trl;e owners may not, probably will not, starve thir
workmen ; but that thev ‘have tbe w\nr to do so is|
distasteful. oy . m
And again, there can be 10 guarantee of social
bxht: in g‘wmmnmt\ where industrial wars are liable
at any moment to take place. If a hundred thousand
ora million workmen strike, and the public, pcrcem
ing that their cause is just, support them, an economic

loss must ensue, greater or less, according to C|rc“m-'

Hitherto, the ‘owners have alw ielded
opinion was against them; ln_n in the
possible case of their holding out, to the continued in-
mmmmm of ‘the public, Something would be cer-
to oceur which would be detrimental to all con-
cerned. but to the owners would be simply annihila-
wssibility. we say. should be eliminated,

iminate it is to abolish private
Now, this may He

stances.

ownership of great indus

done by legi

ion, but xhe difficulty there is that leg-, experimented

pire, and that combine will do the expressing. In
the line of economy it will prove an immense sav-
ing, as thousands of men will be laid off. 1
Missouri- Supreme Court has practically killed the
anti-trust law of that state in deciding to quash xhe
action to annul the charter of the street railway
rmpoly of St. Louis. The court is Democratic in poh-
tics. It would De well to hear from Messrs. Bryan,
_loncs and Stone, the great trust-busters, on this ques-
tion at this time
Ina Ch
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H The Encyclical on “Socialism”

The fiat has gone forth.  The oracle has spoken.
The greatest masterpiece of organization which the
world has up to the presunt ever known, has launched
its thunderbolts against **Socialism’—

tion of Leo XIII or the result of the collu:nve
dom of the Ecumenical Council, is a matter of | lk
moment. It contains nothing’ that was not expected
by Socialists, and nothing cal:u]a(ed to give much as-
sistance to capitalism in warding off the inevitable.

- Like every other reactionary document that has ever
appeared the encyclical carefully “defines™ wlhiat it in=

tends to demolish, and its detinition of Sacialism is "%
purposely contrived ‘to render the demolition easy.
The object of attack is described as something * wlndl 4
concerns itseli solely with material possession,” and .
which is “always seeking to establish perfect equalit

and a common holding of goods.” Now, whatever

thing may be—that s, if it has any rellexmence—-k
certainly not Socialism, and the warning given to
Catholics to avoid it is, to say_the least, superfl

Such a bogey as this has no existence ;

not concern itself solely \mh material possess

Such a definition would fit capitalism with infin

more truth. Socialism deals with material

as a means to an end—capitalism makes ihem

Socialiam Hods molBseiin Geniie eq ;
sense that the readers. of the encyclical are
posely to infer. It cares mtlung for eqmlhy
terial possessions, and recognizes e full tf
tal and physical inequalities of
does insist upon, lmv\ever,
the right of the pmducer m
product, be that product great or
Socialists will have in spite of every so-called
gms;::c‘;‘iimnmuon on the face of the earth.

ism cares nothing for holding “goods”
common. It declares uucg the machinery for the
duction of these * 5" shall be collectively o
by those who collectivély operate them—which
entirely different matter.

What, then, has the enc)chcal to offer? = Sel 3
for the “amelioration of the lot of the working %
es. Wh, should the lot of the working
quire “amelioration” unless robbery is
ted upun them? Does not their labor mduu
wealth? 'Why, then, should they not luve it? But
these “amelioration” schemes are now in full blast
under the direction of the robber class, and for no
other rcason than that the system of robbery may bg

ng. never a word of “juse
harity does not degrade,” says the encyclical, 0
No, it only transforms men and women into liars, 4
crawlers, and hypocrites wno “concern themselves -
solely with material possessions” which are modestly
limited to a crust of bread, a rag of clothing and a
filthy hovel—but it does not degrade
| will bre en—"chari only p:
duce slaves who will be “respectful to thexr masters”
as the encyclical says
not been attacked in this production;
it has been carefully ignored. And *
in this respect the emcyclical does not exhibit one par-
ticle of difference from its predecessor of ten years
ago. 1 which it gives to the Catholic pro-
an to avoid revolutionary movements is being
rendered impossible by capitalism itself. They have
no more clioice in the matter than non-Catholics, for
the reason that they are all equally the produs
industrial revolution which h: brought the:
existence at they may make it complete.
Against economic evolution the fiat of any group of
men is utterly Vmpu{u\l statement which can be
¢ at the growth of the pres=
# that the present one is devoted g §
upon a pretended “Socialism™ is o
such were needed, that the- actual
more of a menace than ever before.—
1.

ent.

further proof. i
mov cmem is
Workers' Cal

The Trades” Council of Ann Arbor, Mich., invited
representatives of the various parties to address -t. and
there was a large amdience of workingmen ;
for the occasion. Comrade’D. J. Jannerett pmumd
the-Socialist side of the question, and he is reported
25 apousing enthusiasm by his clear-cut represemitation |
of the class struggle and the profit system. The old
party speakers, one of them a state senator, had hard
sledding and had dnﬁculn in explaining their posi-

ion..

The Berlin “Vorwaerts,” the leading Socnlm or-
gan, prints a remarkable story to the effect that Em-
perorWilliam's sudden departure for England was not
only due to a desire to bid farewell to his :
grandmother, but still more to the Prince of Wales
urgent wish to settle a private debt to the Em
before ascending the throne. This debt, the “Vor-

asserts, amounted to 24,000,000 marks
which Emperor Frederick, immedi:
ing the throne, loaned to
in  order  to place
accumulated

oo mr. hu by Emperc

orously denied in cl

\ erts” has heen able to bring
proof of statements denied in the very highe
©st quarters.
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. of Bishop Montgomery on Socialism
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ffeaders than this festare. Our readers wank t and will

WAR DEMANDS [ORE VICTIMS.

Thd seli-seeking cowards who dictate the policy of
the Republican administration find that the bloody
work of establishing their tyranny in the Philippines
does not progress rapidly enough. The valiant resist-
- ance. of the matives and the malarial climate combine
to check the progress of the American arms. The
~field of profitable investment for the immense revenues
of the trust magnate is not being opened quickly

enough nor- can it be properly safeguarded with the
yresem force. Comsequently, the edict has gone forth
for more troops. Grim \Iar demands his tribute of

venturous and brave must

be sacrificed. bearts. miosh bt wrung_with
keener pain. More children must be orphaned. More
lives must be lost or wrecked, but the capitalists must
“have the Philippine: .
" “Washington, February 18th.—President McKin-
ey wants a standing army of 150000 men. e has
just been authorized to increase the army 10 100.000.
‘Unless conditions in the Philippines change materially
he intends to ask the Fifty-seventh Congress, which
will assemble in extra session some time in April and
in 'regular session next December, for 50.000 more
His reasons will be that officers and men cannot stand
more than two years of service in the Philippines with-
out serious injury to their health, and the extra men
are needed to keep the forces in those islands at full
strength.”

You, workingmen, are marked for the sacrifice

Liberty Under Socialism.

Last week we promised to review further the attack
The Bishop is
much concerned over the status of the family and the
fiberty of the individual in a Socialist community.
Regarding the family we spoke last week.  This week
we deal with the liberty of the individual

The indictment of the Bishop is as follows
present material development there are three things
which all people under such new conditions would cer-
tainly demand:

“First. Freedom of individual demand

“Second. A more or less determinate umit my
of value for purposes of exchange

“Third. Freedom of the individual to choose an oc-

cupzuon aml to qualify for it

“No one accustomed to the present civilization will
be willing to exchange it for a new order of things
unless he shall be able to provide himseli with what he
needs, or thinks he needs, as casily as at present ; un-
. less we shall have some measure of value and medinm
of exchange no less convenient than what we now call
‘money; and unless we shall have at least the same
“chance as now to select our occupation and vary it as
we like.

“ do not believe that any Socialism vet proposed

“In our

asure

 \ can supply these three needs as demanded in modern

civilization. The whole system would have to be
managed by bureaus or committees, It is hardly
possible for the human intellect to conceive the enor-
Thous governmental machinery necessary to discharge
these functions of the new state. And I believe it
~would generate a system of bureau or committee des-
potism such as the world has never seen.” -
We will take up the three objections in order:
First, the freedom of demand. The Bishop assumes
that a person could not get what he needed, or
thought he needed. This is purely gratuitous. So-
cialism implies production for use. Anything, there-
fore, that is used, that.there is a demand for, will be
produced.. Why should it not? The price of al
articles will be their labor cost, and it is immaterial
to‘the commumity what fanciful direction the desires of
individuals take o long as they pay the cost of produc-
tion. This is the old bogy of * \lm(orl\ul that so
bs up, S d by the
batterings it has received. Socialism, however, will
engourage variety or artistic individuality; because
producing in the least possible time the common, util-
itarian and. perishable .commodities it will allow more
time to be devoted to the \\orl\: which, being endu:
ing, are more worthy of artistic treatment. its
superior education of the people it will cause in them
a desire for variety and beauty. And being -demo-
cratic, their desires will soon” find their expression
and satisfaction. It is rank nonsehse to assume that
any considerable party in any society would ever ad-
vocate absolute uniformity of costumes and customs
when the egoistic instincts of mian are accounted in.
Second, a determinate and convenient unit of value
for purposes of exchange. Socialism does offer this,
if nothing else. -Labor-power measured by time is
that unit. Does the Dishop imagine that certificates
of hours of labor may not be issued, using either metal
or paper, or if issted would be worthless > With all the
Tiabilities of failures and bankrupteies, business house
nmn and bank checks are today circulating as con-
nt and determinate mediums of exchange. A
Socialist  community, rémaining always sofvent be-
cause of the issue of no currency without the reeeipt
of equivalent wealth, would surely find its not#s hon-
ored and accepted. Possibly the Bishop thinks that
Bellamy's utopia, with its personal account system,
is the only possible arrangement of a Socialist society
If so. we hasten to assure him of his mis
one hard and fast system nor another is Social

is

capi
man can. Wil the Bllhop uy tllat hm
is an equality of freedom ? It is true that the poor man
by becoming a_ wage-worker may, through dint of
hard toil and stinting economy, acquire some wealth
and start himself as a capnahs( after some time. But
his choice is not at all free in the first step. It is dic-
tated by necessity. If the Bishop believes that cap-
italism allows siberty of choice, let him ask the work-
ingmen in his diocese whether their present occupa-
tions were accepted from preference to all others or
to starvation. He will find the great majority take
up the b s, trade, or work which first offers them
a job, -Boys and girls today, without education,
without ever having had a chance to learn the differ-
ent kinds of labor that supply the world’s wants, are
forced into the first shop or factory, not that they
choose, but which choose them out of the score of
other applicants for the chance to earn a living. Is
that freedom?
Socialism, on the contrary, assures every child of
education which shall give the recipient a compe-
tent outlook in life and enable n or her to choose
wisely.  People will not he arbitrarily assigned to this
or that work. It is unbelievable that such a notion
should be seriously entertained by i
tis not at all necessary to a So
and conditions of lahor can be so equalized that each
industry will attract to it the full quota of workers
necessary. 1 a man wishes to enter any department
he can apply and obtain employment. 1§ more apply
than there is room for, while in another department
is a scarcity, that will be an indication that a re-
adjustment 1s necessary ; for it will be evidence that
one department is specially favored. 1 there is a sur-
icit of workers in all departments. and new men apply,
then the hours of all must be reduced

When the government can obtain the labor it need
why then should it dictatorially assign positions ?
On the other hand, since every mian receives only the
value of his own labor, there cannot occur an excess
of demand over the productive powers of the commu-
nity; or, to reverse the statement, a scarcity of labor
is impossible.  \We sce, thus, that the notion that So-
cialism must or would interfere with the choice of oc-
cupation is as groundless as that the exchange me-
divm would be destroyed or the. individuality "of de-
mand suppressed )

As to the assertion, that an all
tyrannical hureaucracy would be the
awful result, we shall now answer only
with it more fully at a future time.

servading and
inevitable and
Driefly, to deal

To begin with, a certain amount of goods must be
produced to support the nation.  Either the various
ndustries supplying these commodities are organized
or they are disorganiz 1i disorganized, the indus
try is in the hands of numerous petty, competing. ir-
lupunkll»h\ individuak, who; for by the struggle
for existence, cheat, adulterate, and  defraud with
practical impunity. They are petty tyrants over their
employees, and practically parasites on the consuming
public. 11 the industry is organized, and let the Bish-
op note the marvelous rapidity of the movement of
consolidation and organization, then it is under the
control of a few powerful and irresponsible combina-
tions, who are superior to the laws and dictate with
absolute authority and decision the terms to the pub-
lic and the employees alike. The problem for us to
solve is not whether Socialism is freer than that savage
state where each man sits under his own vine and fig-
tree, and is beholden to none for aught that he pos
sesses or needs
responsible officials to conduct for the good of all the
industries whereby we all live, or to J"U\\' Morgan,
Rockefeller & Co. to run these industries in their own
behal. Whether our vital necessities shall be control-
led by men who can discharge any of us at pléasure,
as at present, or by men whom we have elected for
their service to us, and whom we can remove at pleas-
ure. Which system, dear Bishop, do you think is the
more tyrannical > ' Which the more democratic?

For an answer we refer him to the follu\\'mg tele-
gram clipped from the daily press:

“New York, Feb. 16.—The lawyers connected with
the gigantic new steel combination spent the day in
perfecting their plans for an absolute Caesarism of the
iron and steel industry. There i Js miuch speculation
as to the ultimate policy of the néw organization. It

ill have an absolute monopoly of many things neces-
sary to human existence. 1f it follows the lines upon
which trusts are usually built it will vaise the price of
its products and lower the rate of wages. Tt is said
that many of the corelative plants will be shut down
and their trade thrown into the hinds of the moré
favored mills. In this ‘manner great economies are
npmed through the reduction of expenses of opera-

-\~ to the creation of an authoritative |

Our dilemma is cither to choose

with it all the terrible propositions he so boldly

He contents himself with merely” asserting
s ipclndg immorality and tyranny, uniform
re: v, and then says, what none will |

t these thmgs are bad.” \e hope that, m‘

‘will reform. We ask for prooi.
i

ms depict vividly the so-
znd land. Remember, dm
there would be no
ducts of a system whicl

um.—Wall street received,

h.f cablegram today, itelligence that

ators awaiting the outcome of the nego-

for the steel trust, haye insured J. P. Morgan's

ﬁie for a sum aggregating nearly $20,000000. The

rate i :;: said to be the enormous sum of three per cent a
1on!

Benicia, February 16th—Ajter the ai of a
freight train at the railroad depot about lhrec o'clock
this morning an ‘unknown man who was being held
by the conductor of the train for breaking into a car,

icceeded in frecing himself and rmmmg to the edge
of the wharf feaped into the bay e then nothing
has been seen of him and it is snppusz.l that he was
drowned. The man was evidently a tramp stealing a
ride and there is as yet no clew to his identit

The Possibilities for Education in

At least two hundred children in the restricted area
of one school district of San Francisco have been
turned away from the public schools in that district

ause there are no accommodations for them This
district is south of the Park panhandle, extending up
Ashbury Heights in one direction and a few blocks

t of ‘the Park in another. The principals of the
schools in that district are not at fault—their build-
ings are already .overcrowded. But the fact rémains
that two hundred children in this comparatively small
area are deprived of the educational advantages which
the Taw says every American child shall have—“Ex-
aminer,” Feb. 19, 1901 4

This is a charming prospect, surely. In a munici-
pality where the rich are so common they engender |e
a certain contempt, children of school age are com-
pelled to remain unlearned. And the riches for the
most part were made here; they are the unpaid wages
of the fathers and brothers of these little ones, If the
fathers and brothers were given all they produce the
Irving M. Scotts would have a few million dollars
Tess, but beyond question the children would have suf-
ficient room® wherein to become acquainted with
books. It is a deplorable condition of affairs, even as
the “Examiner” puts it, but the worst has not been
told.  The neighborhood is in some respects fortunate.
#here is possibly not a dozen children in the district
that could not attend school if room were provided,
vet we know where children are living in noisome
places, wretched in body and mind, thinking only of
something to eat; quite unconscious that such a thing
exists as a school.  There is about fifty-two and a
half per cent of the children of school age unable to at-
tend school in this city. About two-thirds are de-
prived of this blessing because the school ‘hoard will
not supply room for their accommodation. But the
other third suffers the misery of hunger and cold;
their clothes are ragged and torn : their little feet are
bruised and bare. To speak of educating these chil-
dren before you supply the necessaries that sustain
life is to rebuke the itelligence of even such a stupid
thing as a hoard of capitalistic school directors. The
board knows its duty. By limiting the supply of
schools agitation may be made for room for those
children fortunate enough to have other want
Meanwhile the condition of the very poor is lost sight
of. They may stay irom school hecause they arc hun
;;r\ or because they have but while the pa-

are engaged fighting for the piling up oi more
I)ruL~ and mortar, the children are forgotten, and if
memory should come, eventually, they may be dead.

Anything for a time—anything to create a diversion
The committees of the capitalistic class play  their
parts well.  What one saves on schools, the other ex-
pends on prisons. They maintain a condition of sta-
ble equilibrium that only the dissemination of knowi-
edge will upset. Ignorance is the bulwark of the pres-
ent system. The school directo: i
all their energies towards keep
by laying themselves open to
from the “Examiner.”

no

@ the people aniused
an oaccasional attack

STOPS AT NO.CRIME, .
The following clipping is made to fivoite thatthe
present is the best possible of all systems—develops
bindividuality and that enterprise necessary to comi-
mercial progress: encourages men to take a high
moral stand, and yet furnishes an incentive to labor:
“Chicago, February 17th—Detective John Thomp-
son, one of Captain Colleran’s men, déclares, after
"three days of investigation, that the iicendiary fires
were started in the Palmer House, the Majestic, “Grace
and Great Northern Hotels, to' make opportunity for
theintroduttion and sale of a fire extinguisher. He
claims to have discovered in the downtown dmnn the
hcadqnancm of those who are promoting its sal

4 Something More About Unity.

We are-in receipt of a set of resolutions from Wa-
l(rlmr\ urging unity. Some of the resolutions
are of excellent quantity. A convention of all class-
conscious Socialists is advocated. A novel feature of

class, we can point out that there will be (e\\ er nh:»
cials under «the (urllu-r organization of industry con-
templated by socialism than there are at presea.
proof. let the diminution of the office f
curs after every consolidation Iear
fact. Besides this, we cut out the capitalists proper
entirely.  And finally, every. official that remains is
dependent on his subordinates for continuance in po-
sition.

In
rees that oc-
witness to ‘the

From what has been saidl it can be easily seen that
what Rishop Montgomery attacks is a straw man of

his own ma and its denunciation anil demolition
leaves Socialism unharmed. The |
scialism does

dishop very” wisely

never attempts to prove that S Thean oy

| ation at the allowing delegates
o Basis of the combined vote of the S. L. P.and §
D. P, in the different States. This spirit in the rank
and file of toleration and respect for the convictions of
men that a vear ago were bitterly opposed is one of
the most healthinl Signs of our movement. Tt will be
bound to react omthe leaders of the different win

There is really no quarrel on anything of the least
moment. Some‘of us merely forgef thiat we were com-
des, bound together by a principle, and allowed the
teachings we
to overthron 10 warp our
hence we shall be heartily gehamed of ourselves. The
Waterbury resolutions Fave the proper ring. Noth.

received in the system we have sy

fudgment,  Five

ing will stay unity with such a spirit in our ranks
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My duties have so multiplicd. in the labor move-
ment of late that I find I must sacrifice my post as as-
saciate editor of the “Advance.” Joseph J. Nocl, well
known in the labor movement on the Coast, and who
for the past month has written the “Industrial Arena,”
will take my place. He is well qualified to fill the po-
sition of assistant editor, and being a good trades-
unionist as well as a thorough bou || ; m- is bound
to give satisfaction to the readers Y
~\R1'HLR R L\'DRE.
The Union Bakers have decided to issue the Un-
ion label to be put 6n every loaf of bread baked in a
union shop. No doubt there will be a cry against it
from the doctors and other wise pesple on hygienic
grounds.. There always is. The yellow press may
draw on its imagination and give Homer Davenport
pictures of horrible, creeping things that inhabit the
saliva of the average baker. It was dome in New
York, pictures and all. - For a while the people were
fooled, but by and by it began to’percolate through
their skulls that was only another scare-
head ‘hold-up. Tlm lrulh of ‘the matter-is the Uniom
]al)el stands for hygienic surroundings more than

other single thing in the business of producing
llle taffl of life. The label itself is not put on by
mearis of saliva. Itis put on the bread while the lat-
ter is being rubbed over vnth a damp brush duz
Iways used to give the so much in evidence
on bake-shop bread, and noﬂnng else is used that
has not been in use for years and years. By asking
your baker to leave you bread with the Union label
you will be sure of getting bread that is really fit to
eat. The ‘poorest and most wretched shops are the
the non-union shops. 1f you could see the bakers in
the latter,

bou»

harged if a

word of protest is uttered, and canmst it with the

Union shops. that work their men mo more than

twelve hours (enough,-in all reason), and give them

one day off a week to become acquainted with their

wives and children, and treat them in other respects.
as though they were human.

There is work, of course. There is rushing; there
is the sweat of men; but, nevertheless, the bread is
fit to eat. From the non-union shops it is not fit to
cat. Think of this when you buy your morning
loaf after Sunday, February 24th, and demand the
little bit of red or yellow paper with seal of the
Uhion on it.

A5 predicted in these columns at the outset of the
trouble, the millmen have won their strike for shorter
hours. It is a glorious victory. Energy and brains
won in the contest. The organizers of capital went
up against the organizers of labor, and the latter
showed they had learned something in their former
struggles. By convincing the capitalists that work-
ingmen are able 10 own and operate their own (oc]s
half the battle was won. To do this, the B
Trades Council, aided by all organized I)O(lll‘s 0(
workingmen, built their own planing mills and ran
them on the co-operative plan.  After waiting for the
“split-up” for six months, the mill owners finally
coneluded that the men who worked with their hands
had overcome the tendency to think with their feet.
Tt is the most hopeul sign along the whole line of
battle. 1i workingmen once learn the advantage of
co-operative effort and organization, the regime of
capital has a finish in sight

The daily papers are taking to themselves credit
for the outcome of the fight. The workingmen are
good subscribers, also good voters. The usual pat-
ting on the back is being indulged in with an eye to
future use.  But surely the men who have sufficient
brains, encrgy and skill to pull them through such a
crisis will have intelligence to recognize the true
forces that made for their victory.

Public opinion is a good thing; the aid of the
press (such as it is), another; the influence of certain
.| politicians, with hope for place, etc., another ; but the
things that won'the millmen th i
ation, organization, ublic opinion,
the press, the politicians, have been on the side of the .-
strikers before, and strikes have been lost. The sug-
gestion for the men to own their own tools of produc-
tion did not come from any of these sources. Yet
that was the sterling factor which made victory possible
Organization by workingmen, other than Democratic
or Republican organization, is frowned down upon by
both the politicians and tlie press. Solidarity, \\here-
in a Union man refuses to handle a non-union prod-
uct, is a sore spot to that chaos of ignorance and
‘'superstition called public opinion. The dear public
cannot see what quarrel a carpenter who receives
union wages has with a mill-owner who don’t happen
to pay his men scale price It delays work, It Hops

progress. is evidence of s(uplrlm' The house
rlm factor\- shoul:l be finished with whatever h\mber
the owner pleases to furnish.

Solidarity is a new word in the vocabulary of many
well-meaning . but/ otherwise \mmteres(mg people.
Others have not grasped its entire cance. True,
the Socialists have been preaching it i teaching it
these many vears. They show on every occasion the
gradual amalgamation of the workers. v have
pointed out the necessity for it, but only in g
stress as the millmen’s strike does it come home to
the dear people with anything like its true force.
“o-operation s another. word the Socialists have
been driving into the consciousness of the people.
Organization another, and yet the Socialists are look-
ed upon with suspicion. There is very little else to
Socialism than is contained in these three words
Workmen, consider well the factors that really won
the victory for the mill operatives. Consider well the
words of certain crafty politicians who worked their
I way to the front at the finish. Consider well the shal-
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: wc‘l?i“g ill be only one 1° left i
concrete expression, there wi only one class left in
the world. ~ A handful of men like Carnegie, Morgan,
and Rockefeller would not constitute a class worthy of
consideration. They will be brushed aside like so

mapy flies when the workingmen of America are ready |

to act. | 3

But meantime, side by side with the idea of greater
freedom for the workers, has grown up a determination
to suppress that freedom by the possessors of the spe-
cial privilege. This determination finds expression in
anti-labor bills, government by injunction, and com-
pulsory arbitration. It was on the last of these Mr.
Ed. Rosenberg, Secretary of the San Francisco La-
bor Council, lectured before the Socialists Tuestlay
evening.  His consideration of it was clear-cut and
concise. He struck the keynote when he said there
are two factions struggling for supremacy in the
world. One holds the power, the capitalistic faction;
the other is-trying to wrest that power away, the la-
boring faction. The first sees a possibility of dimin-
ishing stréngth and invents compulsory

clines to listen to the siren note of the law
Reduced to the simiplest language pos
tration tribunal would be composed largely, if not
tirely, of members of the capitalist class, and decisions
would be rendered according to the interests of that
class. In other words, the faction Mr. Rosenberg and
his brother trades-unionists are fighting would have
another court to issue injunctions restraining work-
ingmen from thinking with their own brains.
Whatever faction or class is in control will always
make laws, establish courts, appoint arbitration tri-
bunals for the benefit of its members. Now, working-
men are not members of the class that is in control
in this year of grace. In fact, they are only tolerated
by the fellows who are in control, when they obey,
and when they do not obey tribunals of arbitration are
invented to help them acquire the habit of obedience.

In connection with the label agitation now going on
the following story may be pertinent. It might be
called—

THE FABLE OF THE MAN WITH FROID
PIED.

‘Once upon a time there was a Sympathizer with the
Workers who wanted a pair of Socks. He knew
the Wage-Slaves of the Sock were numbered
among the Wise People. An Organizer of Good
Standing in Labor Circles Flagged them at the Post
and started them off in a Bunch with Union cards in
their Pockets. The cards made the Wage-Slaves
.hold up their heads on a level with the best Element
of the Town. When the Foreman got Gay a Commit-
tee went to the Head Office. After that he kept his

eyes glued to, the Chalk line and never Talked Back |
- to the Hands. v

The Sympathizer also knew that the Retail Set were
no Mumnmies. The Emporiums flashed cards with the
Pass Word of the Union in Large Letters, and a hint
to select your Cemetery Lot if you went Shopping
after 6 p. m. Furthermore, he had seen the Sand-
wich men Working Hard and knew it was all off with
the Small Fry. It was a Walk-Over. Union made
goods sold by. members of a Union. The Solidarity of
the working Class, that Pipe Dream of the men of
Words made a reality at last by the men of Action.

When the Clerk offered to Wait on him he thought

“he would prove that a Sympathizer could he Polite

occasionally, by refusing to be served before " his
Turn. Also he did not see the wisdom of asking em-
barrassing questions before people.

“Wait on the others ; they were here first.”

“But,” said the clerk, in a stage whisper, “that’s a
drummer and the three proprietors.”

*Is it? Well, I'll wait, anyhow,” and the one whose

- sympathies were with the Workers tapped lightly on

the Glass Case to prove he was at ease. He listened
to the converéation, which was really a Monologue
by the Knight of the Grip-Sack. The latter was anx-
ious to make a sale and Rattled Off some of his Best
Stories. He told of flagging a through train at a
Cross-Roads whdre there was no Ppliceman, and

" after. piling on with the curses of all the train hands

Ringing in his kars, Making Good to the Conductor
on the strength of a Big Sale he just missed by the
five minutes the train lost.Pick p.
The Proprietors laughed and one of them: slapped
him on the shoulder. Encouraged by the success of |
Number One (1) on his list of Good Things that Re-
ally Happened, he ventured on Number Twa (2), pre-
paratory to pumping the Hot Air ‘that would make
Visible Returns. He told of hiring' two Rural Citi-
zens in a town where he never Sold a Thing to steal
his sample trunk and go about a mile down the road
with it. Then getting a horse and buggy he raised a
cry of “Stop thief.” This brought the Substantial
Business Men of the Town to their doors. Selecting
the one he wanted he offered him a seat in the huggy
and'a reward for catching the thief. The last of the
story was a picture of the Successful Drummer sitting
on a sample trunk in the middle of a country road,
surrounded by a collection of large-mouthed crea-
tures of the Cipen Spaces, waving a five hundred-dol-
lar contract above his head, that he had Pulled from
the Substantial Business Man who had helped him
regain his trunk. L]

ith some edig oi“»th union move-|
% you the first night, to get you started

in good shape.

Pal from the public funds would constitute a

third; and so on... The miners would demand nation-
alization of the mines, and probably other trades would
i en would put forward nationaliza-
i me result ; the textile,

uarterly report of the Ge
mions, just issued, 64 soci-
aggregate membership
e quarter has been
920 175 7d.. The
spute benefit, of which
55 od and the. vEngin.,
expenses wer

it of the soci-

matter, 1i vil mean
the loss of over $3,000 to them. This fact. will proba-
bly be not without influence in deciding the result of
the ballot. It is to-be hoped that the secession will
not take place, becaus¢ many leading trade unionists
are agreed that such a step would mean putting' back
federati

Correspondence

Resolutions of Sympathy.

Headquarters Local Los Angeles S. D, P.
127 N. Main St., Feb. 16, 1901.

To ADVANCE: .
I have been instructed to send you the following:
“Resolved, That we, the members of Local Los An-
geles, Social Democratic Party, join with all other
militant Socialists in mourning the death of our Com-
rade Chris Nuss of the Socialist Labor Party, and
pledge ourselves anew .to the work of emancipation,

in which he was so earnestly engaged; and,
“Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be
spread upon the minutes of the Local, a copy sent to
the organization of which he was a member, and also
to ADVANCE and “People.”
“Yours Fraternal

A Letter from the San Jose Prison.

City Prison, San Jose, Feb. 18, 1901.
To the Editor of ADVANCE—

Dear Comrade: This day completes my twenty-
xth day in my present residence. During the time
that I have spent here [ ocupied my mind with study-
ing Buckle's “History of English Civilization.” The
following are some of the admirable passages which
attract and are pertinent to the present fight for free
speech :

“The freedom of the press and the right of assem-
bling in meeting for the purpose of public discussion
are two of the most important of all our institutions.
As long as they are preserved intact, as long as they
are frequently and fearlessly employed, there will al-
ways be ample protection against those encroach-
ments on the part of the government, which cannot be
too zealously watched, and to which even the freest
country is liable. To this may be added that these in-
stitutions possess other advantages of the highest or-
der. By encouraging political discussion they increase
the amount of intellect brought to bear on the political
business of the country. Th so increase the total
strength of the nation by causing large classes of men
to exercise faculties which would otherwise be dor-
mant, and which, by these means, are quickened into

and hecome available for other purposes of
al interest.”

“To be v
part; to know how to perform it is the intellectual
part ; while the closer these two parts are knit together,
the greater the harmony with which they work and
the more accurately the means are adapted to the end,
the more completely will the scheme of life be accom-
plished and the more securely shall we lay a founda-
tion for the further advancement of mankind.”

“It is mecessary that men should learn to doubt
men—should learn to doubt before they hegin to tol-
erate—and that they should recognize the fallibility of
their own opinions before they respeet the opinions of
their oponents.” p

“The intimate connection between scientific pro*
gress and social rebellion is evident from the fact that
both are suggested by the same yearning after im-
P . the same dissatisfaction with what has
been previously done, the same restless, prying\i‘ll-
subordinate and audacious spirit.

“Ignorant men are mischievous in proportion to
their sincerity.”

Fraternally,”

v a

“NO. 57"

e
CALIFORNIA ITEMS,

Fortuna Local has started a debating sodétx with
‘good results. The attendance is large.

patronized. A

file and more will be
added. o 3

Report has just come in that the Supreme Gourt has

denied the writ of habeas corpus in the matter of Com- |
rade O'Brien, arrested for speaking on the street at
San Jose. He will have to serve his full term in the
city prison, though the case will be carried to the
United States courts.  *

Comrade J. J. O'Brien, wha, about five weeks ago
was arrested and sentenced ‘to thirty days in the
county jail, for the crime ofsspeaking on the corner
of First and Santa Clara streets, will have segved his
term and be released -Friday of this week .He will
lecture at the propaganda meeting in San Jose on
Sunday evening, the 24th. The comrade will tell his
experience during his incarceration, and his thoughts
on the exercise of free speech in general. Every lover

- ' as
lling to perform our doty 1s the moral

opened by Riv- |14

and the whole progress of Trades’ Union-
ism a good many years. 2
TheL C.C and Its Public House Licenses.

At the sitting of the London County Council on
Tuesday afternoon, one of the chief points to be de-
cided was what should be done with the thirty-four li-
censes which have come into its possessions in con-
nection with the new street from Holborn to the
Strand. The Public House Trust, Limited, had made
application that twelve of the licenses should be trans-
ferred to them and they undertook to run the houses
on the same lines as those under the control of the
People’s Refreshment House Association in various
parts of the country. The extremists on the Council,
however, carried the day and by fairly large majority
decided that all the licenses should be lapsed.

®| particular requirements on the program, probably

other industries would place their

gineering. and

without dissent. The met result would be a strong,
united platiorm; having Social Reform of a collectivist
nature for its basis. Differences would arise on ques-
tions of foreign policy and these would afford oppor-
tunities for the wily reactionary to sow dissension, but
50 far as domestic matters are concerned, we should
have sucha powerful demand for social and industrial
reform as Britain has never previously seen.

En:lhl; _Blacklegs at Antwerp.

When Englishmen go on a strike they are told that
they are ruining the country and handing the trade
over to foreign competitos W hen continental work-
ers strike English competition is held as a dire threat
over them. A peculiar illustration of this was re-
vealed at the West Ham Police Court last week when
thirty dockers were sued by the Shipping Federation
£1 each, damages for one day's detention of the
the steamship “Swedish Prince.”

As it was thought to be impossible to get labor at
Antwerp, owing to the strike, these men were taken on
board the ““Swedish Prince” (of the *“Prince” line) to
that port, there to load the vessel. They signed a con-
tract to work nine hours a day at six'shillings per
diem, with one shilling an hour overtime. the
fifth day, however, the,thirty struck, complaining of
cold and bad accommodation, and Belgians had to be
engaged. :
The case of the men was that they had signed in such
a hdrry none of them had an opportunity of reading -
the agreement. Moreover, they slept on the open,
wet deck, and since their return’home some had been
in the hospital ; one was still there, ;

The magistrate, observing that the defendants wei
justified in refusing to work, dismissed the si
monses, and allowed the men five shillings each.

Portsmouth Telephones,
The Portsmouth

While respecting the earnestness of the [

party led by Mr. J. W. Benn, one can‘not by regret
this decision. It simply means that while the Countil
has probably sacrificed £80,000 or £0,000 marketablé
value, every public house within the quarter of a mile
will be benefited. To entrench and protect a section
of the publicans is not very satisfactory from a temper-
ance point of view. It is a pity, moreover, that an
opportunity for testing the effect of the establishment
of model public houses has been allowed to go by.
The King.

I have nothing, good, bad or indifferent, to say
about King Edward VII personally, and shall not en-
deavor to conjure up something, but the passing of
the Queen and the accession of His Majesty is bound
to exercise a very powerful effect upon the social and
political events of the next few vears. It is no exag-
geration to say that in the carly years of the reign of
Queen Victoria, England more than once trembled on
the verge of révolution. 'Republicanism was strongly
advocated and the scale might easily have been
turned, but during the last thirty vears the universal
respect for the Queen as a woman has reconciled even
the theoretical Radicals to the constitutional mon-
arcchy which she embodied. To the vounger gencra-
tion the Queen has been a tradition and almost a
deity, and as she has never crossed the popular will,
their loyalty as a populace has never heen strained.

With the coming of the King. however, things are
put on an entirely different footing. The King is not
a tradition: he is not enveloped in a mythological
haze. The question of his fitness was not satisfactorily
settled by a previous generation. He is a King on
trial today. The personal loyalty and devotion to him
s a man is entirely ah :

t. He may be severe
ised. tues will he magnificd. but
his failings will not less certainly be dragged to the
light. )

. Already there are indications of a change. I have
it on the best authority that, had it not been for the
fact that the Queen was lving unburied at Oshorne,
the vote of congratulation to the King, passed by the
short Parliamentary session last week, would have
been challenged by an amendment regretting that ad-
vantage had not been taken of the opportunity to de-
clare the monarchy an anachronism. Such an amend-
ment would have received more influential backing
than is generally believed. ~Republicans are. begin-
hing to move anization is being talked of ; and un-
less I am not greatly mistaken we shall have strenu-
ous attacks directed against the throne before many
weeks have elapsed, which six months ago would not
have been dreamed of.

What are the advantages or disadvantages of a Re-
publican form of government as compared with the
monarchical one I am'not discussing. AV¥hat I am
pointing out is that “the fierce light which beats ypon
a.throne” has been practically extinguished during the
last thirty vears and now it is going to burn again.
The effect will be far-reaching and will involye greater
changes in our social and political relation than many
le imagine. 5 : o
iners. Ballot.

At the present time the Executive of the Miners'
Federation of Great Britain is taking. a ballot on the
question of levying their members' six pence each per
xear for a fund to defray the election expenses and

i ce in Parli 1t of Labor s. There

is comsiderable probability of the proposal being car-

rover English politics. If the miners agree to the levy
ofher industries will immediately follow suit. and it is
caleulated that fully £50.000 will he amassed hetween
one general election and another for fighting pur-
poses. . Such.a sum would cnable the Labor Party to
run two hundred candidates and would completely
ter all existing political arrangements. It may e con-
sidered’ too previous to refer to the views of such can-
didates, but this much can be said with certainty, that
although they would differ npon many points, there
are somé items upon which thev would be perfectly

of truth should hear him. .-\fhnissinn free. Begin-
ning at & o’clock sharp, at 72 N. Second street, (Sleep-
er Hall Building), San Jose.

unanimous. Old-age pensions, for instance. would be
[certain of endorsement : housing would he another
point: payment. of election expenses and members of

| result of this kind of work is that the city now has

ried and in that event a wonderful change will come | H.

Town Council is considerin
question ‘of ishing icipal i

a pal service
phones, with the result that the National Tel
Company has taken the alarm and has initiated
opposition, even going so far as to send out « ,
cards to all the electors, asking them to sign a
against municipal tele Naturall
palizers have also been
tion is being very actively fo
We are in‘ receipt of se: T
from the headlines might be thought considerations
of the unity problem, but are in reality personal at-
prominent .

tacks upon Eugene V. Debs and other |
party comrades. ~We refuse to give such articles .
space in this paper. thing that has -

If there is one
caused more unnecessary heartaches and dissension in
our party than any other it is descent into vituperation
and abuse to prove a point. If-the cause of unity de-
manded such tactics we should be against unity. But
unity does not demand; it forbids such character as-
sassinations as the articles in question.
We are not omnipotent. The actions of men arise 3
from causes about which we may know nothing. There
is a jot of reason in all of us, and till 2 man has been
proven absolutely dishonest and incapable of reason-
ing. we refuse to hold him up to the scorn af his fel-
lows. Even the absence of the reasoning faculty is
no great crime, and the man so handicapped by fate
will soon drop to his proper level in our ranks. About
dishonesty we have nothing to say but this: Seek. in
the groups about you—the religious, the moral, the
ethical, the cultured, the aesthetic, or the financial
groups—and see if the men and women that compose
them are as honest in speech or action, as.true to
principle, and as vigorous in defence of it, as are-the
Socialists.  Give each man the hgnefit of the doubt.
There may be something hidden from us that he
sees : there may be something hidden from him that
we see, but in no case is mental blindness an excuse = &
for the production of such articles as those to which
we refer.

Sheffield Housing Association,

This association, which was established thirteen
years ago, took up the work of agitating for sanitary
reform and the better housng for the poor. At the -
commencement of its labors it found that the corpor-
ation paid practically no attention to the sanitary con- -
dition of the housés. All that it seemed to care about
the drainage of the city.  Sanitary inspectors
never thought it was their business to go inside the
houses and inspect the roofs or spouts. What the As- -
sociation did was to appoint an inspector of its own, =
who faund out defects in the houses and reported them
to-the authorit The Association received the min-
utes and reports of the Corporation and was thus
to see whether its complaints had been dealt with.

six additional male inspectors and seven female in-
spectors, and houses have been closed as unfit for hu-
man occupation in every part of the city. The aim ¢

the Association all along has been to see that the
tensive legal powers of the Corporation in this direc-
tion are properly carried out and that they are not
thwarted by the landlords and interested parties who
have seats on the Council. *

X A e R
The Equal Suffrage Association and the Trades
Council of Saginaw, Mich., held a joint public meet-
ing and discussed the question: “How are trade un-
ionism and kindred reforms related to equal
and privileges for all?” Mrs. Mary Doe presi Al
Gausser of Bay City Trades Council, spoke for
time trades umionism. Mrs, Martha Root of Bay .
spoke for equal suffrage, and John W. Clark,
John A.-McGarvey, miner, and Clarence Neel 1
printer. all of Saginaw, presented the -Socialist view of
changes necessary. before equal rights could be en-
joyed by all.. They held that while the trades union
needed in the economic fight by the working
vet it was necessary that labor should engage
political struggle as well, to the end that the
wage system be overthrown and its place taken by
a co-operative commonwealth. Tt was held that po-
litical without industrial equality would be of no use

to the workers. A complete political and economic
revolution was proposed.
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i SO0.CIALIST DEBATING CLUB.

On Sunday there was another overflow meeting in
- Pythian Castle to hear the debate between the anarch-
“ists and the socialists. The question to be debated
. was, “Would Anarchism Remedy the Evils of Capital-
L ism?” The chair was occupied by Comrade Bar-

duhn. The first item on the program was a piano
was rendered very nicely.

le from the
vance,” “Why the Elder Could Not Go to Ki

reading was loudly applauded. Mr. Cummings open-
i ed the debate for the anarchists.  He said that it
" would take many volumes to show how anarchy could
= remedy the evils of capitalism, and he had only ten
** minutes, so he would largely confine himself to one
gomt—ahatmg the evil of interest. This could be
done by establishing mutual banks, where the interest
would be reduced to just enough to pay working e:
penses and the money could be loaned on gout! se-
curity, and thus idle capital put in circulation.

C. H. King, Jr., followed on the side of socialism.
He said the Socialists seek to destroy the evils of cap-
italism by abolishing the capitalist absolutely. Mr.
Cummings only nibbled at the evil. Rent he leit
standing. Profit was not interfered with—only inter-
“est, and that was only changed in form. He contend-
ed that Mr. Cummings’ remedy Was no remedy at all.

Mr. Champion was the second speaker on the side
_ of Anarchy. He said that Anarchy would abolish the
State, the soldier, and the policeman. Who would
then collect rent? In Ireland and all other countries
~ Jandlords did not collect rents; the State did it for
‘them.” If there were no State there would be no
» tent. - People could make their own contracts, whether
living in homes or riding in Pullman cars.

*Mr. Anderson then spoke for Socialism. He said
Socialism stood for law and order, the abolition of
bad laws and the establishment of good laws. Abolish
' absolutely the State, all courts, all laws, and all col-
lective force, and who would collect anything? Bor-
rrow $1,000,000 from Cummings’ bank, and how many
' would pay what they had borrowed when they could
do as they pleased> Suppose the conductor had no
power to collect fares on the railway—no law behind
shim—how many would ride free. and how many
*would pay? Anarchy was an absurdity, and imprac-
ical for civilization. It could only exist in the primi-

L

munity could exist without law and order.
Mr. Cummings nphul and then the audience voted.
The vote stood fiyg to one in favor of the Socialist de-
 baters, and about flie same number on the question at
at issue. Question time was quite lively. This was
followed byfive-minute speeches, in which Messrs.
. Morton, Jones, Kewish, Barnaby, Scott, Wills, and
' others took part.
and were well received.
Comrade Sorensen acted as critic. He was fair and
_impartial. Some critics wander from the judicial poise
and give to their remarks a flavor of their personal
£ predilections. This is unfortunate. A critic should
i amuse, if possible, but under any circumstances he
should instruct.
‘The subject for debate February 24th is, “Have the
Religious Organizations of the World Advariced or
Retarded the Intellectual, Moral, and Economic Prog-
ress.of Mankind ?"
The subject for debate at the Socialist Debating
Club next Sunday, February 24th, is: “Have the re-
ligious organiaztions of the world advanced or re-
tarded the intelectual, moral and economic progress
of mankind ?”

- “tive forest, where there was no community. No com-
¢

All the speeches were full of fire e

in t hops to take up a
tion for t.he same purpose and turn the same
Alr. Stein at the next regular meeting of the Union.
A communication was received from the Bottlers of
Los Angeles stating that they desire to affiliate with
the Union. The matter was referred to the secre-
tary, with instructions to, welcome them into the or-
ganization ahd extending to them the support and as-
sistance of the on. % :
Respectiully submitted, MAT. O'BRIEN,
Recording Secretary.

REVIEWS

The American Socialists are at last beginning _to
sing. is a hopeful sign. Few things bind men
more closely than songs they have sung in common.
Often the memory oi the old college songs creeps
over us, and pictures of days that were not crowded to
the brim with disappointment come back again. We
see again faces we loved, we hear again voices that are
nuslxul and through it all runs the golden melody of
vouth. Why should the Socialists be robbed of the ex-
quisite emotions engendered by beautiful music and
inspiring poetry ? We can see o reason for it, neith-
er can Charles H. Kerr & Company, publishers. This
house, which is continually adding to socialistic litera-
ture, has just issued a book of first-class socialistic
songs. The music of a goodly number is of the best,
the poetry is also worthy of consideration. Unfor-
tunately, the musical education of the proletarian does
not permit of indulgence in “‘part” songs; unison is
their strong card. However, those who buy the bdok
will be repaid when they try the nerve-tingling “Hark !
the Battle Cry is Ringing,” or sit and muse over Wil-
liam Morris' quaint use of words in “All for the
Cause,” and the “March of the Workers,” which lat-
ter has music familiar to every one. We quote one
stanza of James Russell Lowell’s poem, “True Free-
dom,” adapted to music from the opera, “Norma”:

“Men whose boast it is that ye
Come of fathers brave and free.
If there breathe on earth a slaw.
Are ye truly free and bravi
ye do not feel the chain,
When it works a brother's pain,
\ru ve not base slaves indeed,
worthy to be freed ?”
S Published by Chas. H. Kerr &
6 Fifth avenue, Chicago.

“International Library™ Publishing Company
sued two lectures, by Gabriel Deville of Paris,
in neat pamphlet form. The translations are by Rob-

R 1 \[Ulllt In his first lecture Comrade

3 “Socialism, Revolution and Interna-
tionalism,” and does it well. At the outset he takes
up for consideration the oft repeated fable that the
ists say nothing new, and amswers: *No doubt
l]h)sL‘ who offer the reproach are in the habit of ac-
commodating the truth for the sake of their taste for
variety.” From this he launches into a clear and
consideration of the questions growing out of
the three words, Socialism, Revolution and Interna-
tionalism. To the well read Socialist these words
conjure up a world of possibilities and hopes that are
denied the dreamer and umpxan Two short quota-
tions will give a suggestion of Comrade Deville's
mode of thought:
“Therefore the class struggle is not an invention of
the Socialists; but the very substance of the facts and
acts of history in the making that are dail lakm\g
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place under our eyes. . . . And the industrial work-
ingmen who own noﬂnng but their labor- -power and to
whom possession is an impossibility . . . cannot
conceive the false idea that they have anvthmg\@ lose
by the victory of Socialism. . . . This which; in fact,
is only a def_enfwe war for thc rmddle class against

_‘Februar)' 28th, Comrade A. F. Strawn
Wwill lecture ‘4t the Academy of Science Hall; subject,
“Social Selectjon.

PROPAGANDA ' IMEETING.

On Thufrsday, the 14th, Rev. F. L. Wheat, who had

. béen announced to deliver the address on “Trade Bal-
ances,” apologized for not having had time to prepare,
and elected to spéak on “Co-operation.” He spoke
entirely-without notes, which may account for his tim-
idity. He seenied wishiul to say something strong,
but always failed. He claimed that all were co-oper-
ators, and were dependent on co-operation for food,

clothing, and all the necessaries of life—dll save the
1

idle rich, who did nothing only c the

appeal more particularly to the industri
W

the great ive war for the
great majority of the mdustnal laborers who have to
conquer that which'the middle class has
serve. . .. . Because we say that Sociali

e our critics not to represent us as.

Socialism ought to neghct the membemnfy:tlligat'll:’g s

In his other lecture Catnrade Deville cmndeu

State in its relation to Socialis

distinction between State :

Socmh:]m. Hehsh‘ kth growth of the latter in Ger- | -
many, despite the “dike” built by Bi: k' :
mer, to stop. the onward i e
These two pamphlets are well worth reading. The ’

of co-operation. A large portion of ‘the lcclure was
confined to a defense of religion; which he

d simple. Comrade_Deville

was fommate in the sclection of “a translator, thé]

to disassociate from sectarianism. He was genial and
gentlemanly always, and his lecture was fairly well re-
ceived by the audience,

At the close of the address the chairman, Scott An-
derson, made an earnest npnnl for assistance to help
wipe out the indébtedness of the_party organ, ﬂu
“Advance.” As a result of the .\ppnl Si14.50 was col-
h and over $60 was offered as loans.

ons wel
been put and answered, the following speakers took
E part in the meeting. viz. Messrs Jones, Doherty.
Barnaby and Lilienthal. Mr. Wheat gave thosclosing |
ess and the meeting adjourned.

The spéaker, February 28th. w
4 ilton: his subject, “Social Selection.”

in their

then in order and several having |t

was judi in the matter of foot-not
“Socialism, "Revolution and Internatiomalism

“The State and Socialism,” by G. Deville. Published
by International Library Publishing Co.

)

Some of the Locals of Califorhia S-D. P. haye sent
semi-annual reports. In most i tances they
t the movement is in i

and Santa Clara County
be Frank S. Ham- | Locals are requested to send i
ports-at once. 4

tenicia, Riverside: Colusa,
wnville, Santa Ana, Los
rancisco (partial), San Diegc

ulare,
Alameda, San
Lompoc, Alhambra
cretaries of other
the semi-annual re-
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